
emissions. 
He’s right. The findings 

may well breathe fresh air 
into global warming debates 
in the Senate, which has yet 
to ratify the treaty. 

Leak Proof 
By Marie1 Garza 

T counter test kit, the war 
on drugs can now be waged 
in the privacy of one’s home. 

In October, the Food and 
Drug Administration cleared 
the way for U.S. sales of 
Quickscreen, the first test for 
illegal drugs available to con- 
sumers. Created by Phama- 
tech, a company that devel- 
ops a variety of clinical home 
test kits, Quickscreen costs 
about $30 and comes in two 
models. One looks for evi- 

hanks to a new over-the- 

dence of cocaine, marijuana, smoke-even if, like our 
opiates, amphetamine, and 
phencyclidine (PCP) use. The 
other detects cocaine, mari- 
juana, opiates, amphetamine, 
and methamphetamine. 
Quickscreen works similarly 
to home pregnancy tests: A 
test strip inserted in a urine 
sample can tell within 10 
minutes whether traces of 
any drugs are present. 

Parents or educators who 
suspect their children or stu- 
dents are under the influence 
are expected to make up the 
bulk of Quickscreen con- 
sumers, says a company 
spokeswoman. But results 
indicating drug use need to 
be sent to a designated lab for 
confirmation and analysis. 
Because some foods and legal 
medicines will cause positive 
drug test results, worried 
parents may not know right 
away whether their kids are 
snorting coke, taking the oc- 
casional puff of marijuana, or 
merely fond of poppy seed 
bagels. And the FDA warns 
that people can test positive 
for marijuana if they have 
been around heavy marijuana 

president, they never inhaled. 

Limo Limits 
By Michael W. Lynch 

ou might think that Y starting a limousine 
service would be ,a sure bet in 
Las Vegas, a city that boasts 
a 24-hour gambling strip, 
120,000 hotel rooms, and 
millions of tourists a year. 

But established interests 
and a pliant state legislature 
have stacked the deck against 
entrepreneurs looking to 
make money by driving 
people around tclwn in style. 

In 1997, Nevada tough- 
ened its limousine licensing 
law and created the Trans- 
portation Service Authority, 
which has the power to im- 
pound limos lacking a certifi- 
cate of “public convenience 
and necessity.” 

The TSA regularly runs 
stings to ferret out gypsy op- 
erators. Penaltie:; can include 
up to $10,000 in impound 
fees, $10,000 in civil fines, 
and $2,000 in criiminal fines. 
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The typical sting costs an un- 
licensed limo owner about 
$5,000, says Rich Lowre, 
president of the Independent 
Limousine Operators Asso- 
ciation, a &-member group 
that opposes the TSA. 

limo services, the TSA has 
also made it tough for the 
outlaws to go straight. Get- 
ting a license isn’t just a mat- 
ter of purchasing insurance, 
hiring qualified drivers, and 
passing a safety inspection, as 
in neighboring California. 
Operators must also provide 
extensive financial informa- 
tion and prove to the TSA 
that they won’t “adversely 
affect other carriers.” And 

Beyond fining clandestine 

those “other carriers”-er, 
competitors-have a right 
under the law to challenge 
each applicant. 

Hence, when John West 
applied for a certificate in 
1997, Las Vegas’ largest carri- 
ers, Bell Trans and Presiden- 
tial Limousine, claimed West 
would “create detrimental 
competition” and “disrupt 
economical and efficient ser- 
vice to the traveling public.” 
After a year of paperwork, the 
three TSA commissioners dis- 
missed West’s application 
nine days before he was 
scheduled to defend it in a 
public hearing. One commis- 
sioner felt West’s application 
had become “too compli- 

cated.” 
As a result of such ac- 

tions, West, Lowre, and an- 
other operator whose limo 
was impounded are suing the 
TSA in state court. Repre- 
sented by the Washington, 
D.C.-based Institute for Jus- 
tice, they are claiming that 
the regulations violate their 
constitutional right to earn 
an honest living. Says Lowre: 
“I’ve never been one to go 
out and fight. But this is an 
injustice I can’t handle.” The 
lawsuit is expected to go to 
trial by spring. 

Joe Blow 
By Jacob Sullum 

obacco’s opponents can’t 
resist beating a dead 

camel. In October the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported that 
the rate at which teenagers 

-Charles Paul Freund 

became daily smokers rose by 
50 percent between 1988 and 
1996. Though the CDC did 
not mention Joe Camel in its 
report, it clearly had him in 
mind: 1988 was the first full 
year, and 1996 the last, of the 
ad campaign featuring the 
droll dromedary. 

The press drew the in- 
tended inference, running 
stories with headlines such 
as “Joe Camel Advent Part 
of Teen Smoking Rise, U.S. 
Says” (Los Angeles Times), 
“Teen Smoking Linked to 
Joe Camel” (Bergen County 
Record), “Ads May Have 
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