
was putting into the total defense
effort sixteen to eighteen per cent of
its total production, while the Brit-
ish and French were putting in
around nine or ten per cent and
the other NATO partners a good deal
less than that. But the European gov-
ernments have heard about our
plans for tapering off our military
spending, and will never admit that
they must increase their military
spending while we reduce ours.

WITH NATO'S administrative ma-
chinery creaking, and with ev-

erybody's minds on the possibility of
truce in Korea and some form of
"peace in our time," nobody expects
to see anything very concrete emerg-
ing from Paris. What this meeting
provides is the indispensable oppor-
tunity for a collective consultation,
among all of the military powers of
the Atlantic community, as to a com-
mon strategy and tactics that will be
pursued in the uncertain months
ahead. Our election campaign and
the statements of some Republican
extremists have created the fear
abroad that any eventual discussions
with the Communists would be
strictly a Russian-American affair
with the Allies left out. This fear can
be allayed by frank negotiation
about how to negotiate with the
Kremlin. If it serves this purpose, the
NATO meeting will have been well
worth while, even if no decision is
reached on what is to be paid by
whom for what.

If Their Advice Were Only Taken
Another major business group has
now come out for free trade, making
it practically unanimous. The U.S.
Council of the International Cham-
ber of Commerce proposes that Con-
gress pass a Trade Expansion Act
that would reduce all tariffs by twen-
ty per cent across the board next
January 1. Ten per cent more would
be taken off each year thereafter

The U.S. Council thus formally
joins the growing number of business
organizations that call for steps to-
ward eliminating the tariff as a part
of the American way of lite—notably
the Committee for Economic Devel-
opment ("Congress should grant to
the President authority to reduce
tariff duties unilaterally . . .") and
the Detroit Board of Commerce

("the complete elimination of all
[trade] barriers to be gradually
achieved over a possible period of
10 years. . . .") . The National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, and the
National Foreign Trade Council also
like free trade, but have been less
specific about how to get there.

It is a fact of business politics that
the most active members of these or-
ganizations are the executives of rela-
tively large businesses. The business-
men who really kick and scream
about more imports are mostly the
owners of smaller businesses, which
depend for their survival on their in-
fluence with legislatures, not on low-
cost high-quality products.

That these smaller businessmen
have great influence in Congress
is not strange; Congress was created
to reflect local pressures as well as the
national interest. Freer trade is a nice
phrase, but seasoned observers on the
Hill are now saying flatly that the

nation will be lucky if this session of
Congress ends without actually in-
creasing the degree of trade restric-
tion and tariff protection.

But curiously the business groups
that advocate freer trade seem to
have almost no influence on the poli-
cies of the Executive branch, which is
so heavily staffed with their own
men. Heavily discounting Congres-
sional opposition in advance, the
Administration has shied awray from
every issue of foreign economic pol-
icy that has come up so far.

Reading in the policy statement of
the U.S. Council about the "tragi-
cally absurd situation into which the
international trade of this country
has been allowed to drift," we found
ourselves wishing that those bureau-
crats in Washington had some feel
for the desires of big business, real-
ized it was competition that made
our country great, and were not so
swayed by the manufacturers of hats,
glassware, and briar pipes.

THE CAREER SANS MERCI
or

Keats on the Civil Service
Oh what can ail thee, knight-at-desk,

Alone and palely loitering?
"The joy has withered from the job

And no bells ring—"

Oh what can ail thee, knight-at-desk,
So haggard and so woebegone?

"They're after me, the hounds of hell,
And I am done.

"I met a demon on the Hill,
Full terrible-a dragon's child—

His cheeks were dark, and forked his tongue,
And his works were wild.

"I saw pale civil servants there,
Pale witnesses, pale were they all,

Who cried, 'Committees sans merci
Have thee in thrall!'

"I saw their starved lips in the gloam,
With horrid warning gaped wide:

'The government's no place for thee!'
The fallen cried."

Oh what can ail thee, knight-at-desk,
Alone and palely loitering?

"The joy has withered from the job
And fear is king."

-SEC

May 12, 1953
PRODUCED 2004 BY UNZ.ORG

ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



CORRESPONDENCE
'WITH FIRM LOYALTY'
To the Editor: The Reporter has performed
a real service to the country by putting out
the issue of March 31 in which major at-
tention is given to the psychological opera-
tions of the government.

I was particularly pleased to see the arti-
cle "Red Propaganda Can Be Beaten," by
Thomas W. Wilson, Jr. We are, of course,
convinced the Red propaganda can be
beaten, and I am glad to have the sugges-
tions advanced in these articles.

It is unfortunately true that all the psy-
chological operations this government has
ever undertaken have been subjects of
great argument, and a great many people
have felt that the job could be done better.
The atmosphere of disagreement has been
so great that each change of leadership
over our psychological programs has brought
considerable changes of method. Until the
day comes when the United States has
built itself a corps of really experienced
propagandists, there will continue to be
considerable disagreements about the way
the job should be done.

It is most unfortunate that for political
reasons improper motives are sometimes
ascribed to one set or other of leaders of
these psychological operations. From ex-
amining the records and knowing a number
of these leaders, I am convinced that they
have all been men of great capacity who
with firm loyalty to the best principles of
Americanism have attempted to carry on
the most effective psychological operations
possible. The effectiveness of some of these
operations can be questioned, but the mo-
tivation has always been of the best.

REED HARRIS
Deputy Administrator
United States International Information

Administration
Department of State
Washington

(This letter was received before Mr. Harris's
resignation.)

'THE WORD WAS NEVER USED'
To the Editor: On page 2 of the April 14
issue of The Reporter, I noted the following
sentence: "It was the afternoon that Con-

NO SPACE IN TIME
To the Editor: If you ever want to start
a "Letters Time Didn't Publish" column,
I offer you the attached:

To the Editor of Time: Time's sug-
gestion (in the March 23 issue) that
Charles E. Bohlen's Moscow reports
"could have an effect as misleading as
those of Ambassador Joseph E. (Mission
to Moscow) Davies" must represent a new
low in innuendo, even for Time. In the
period when pro-Soviet attitudes of the
Davies type were in the ascendancy,
Time said quite different things about
Bohlen. It disapproved of him then, as
now, but for the opposite reason. Ten
years ago Time criticized Bohlen on the
ground that he was too anti-Sa\ict.

I refer you to the issue of October 18,
1943, when Time attacked the State De-
partment for its policies toward occu-
pied Europe. "Washington and London,"
Time said, "have been—to say the least-
out of touch with the tremendous demo-
cratic resurgence which sprang from the
pressures of war and oppression in Ger-
man Europe." Time had explained that
the people in occupied Europe "most
anxious for what ordinary Americans
and Britons would call 'democracy' arc-
also Russia's friends in those countries";
while the "people and politicians who
do not represent what ordinary Ameri-
cans and Britons would call 'democ-
racy' at home are precisely those toward
whom the U.S. State Department and
the British Foreign Office have shown
the most warmth."

Who was the villain in all this? "The
Department's expert on Russia is bright
and young Charles L. ('Chick') Bohlen.
Tall, fair, long-faced, Bohlen descends
from Prussia's aristocratic Bohlens, is re-
lated to the heads of Germany's vast
Krupp arms works. Bohlen speaks fluent
Russian, is for Russians as Russians, on
his record is against the Soviet Govern-
ment, as such."

Can Time's true complaint about
Charles E. "Chip" Bohlen be that he
has maintained the steady, cool, dispas-
sionate attitude of a diplomat while
Time has exchanged one hysteria for
another? Hut how can even this justify
a comparison with Joe Davies? Or is
this "Chick" Bohlen some other fellow?

As for George Kennan's being a "far
weightier man" than Bohlen, this must
refer to avoirdupois. Both Kennan and
Bohlen are brilliant, thoughtful, and de-
voted public servants. There is no point
in denigrating one at the expense of the
other. The United States is fortunate—
and should be proud—to have had the
sen ices of both.

ARTHUR SCHI.I.SIM.I.R, JR.
Cambridge, Massachusetts

(II> me glad to establish the precedent
Dr. Schlesinger suggests. Much as we
care for Time, however, xve see no reason
why ice should not print letters that
other nation-wide publications jailed to
print—provided, of course, that they are
up to the standards of this one.)

gressman Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., intro-
duced a resolution calling for Velde's re-
moval because of his attacks on Agnes
Meyer and his threatened investigation of
religion." The next paragraph starts out,
"Our reporter wanted to know whether he
had changed his mind about the need for
investigating religion."

This is a dishonest distortion, because at
no time did Congressman Velde "threaten"
to investigate "religion." The word "re-
ligion" was never used in connection with
the work of his committee.

The facts are now so well known as to
what Congressman Velde actually said that
there is no longer any excuse for an editor
like yourself to distort the facts dishonestly.

Furthermore, it is obvious that your re-
porter did not ask Congressman Velde
whether or not he has changed his mind
about the need for "investigating religion"
because had such a question been asked,
Congressman Velde would have immedi-
ately corrected the reporter by pointing out
that there has not been at any time any
intention to investigate "religion." In fact,
there has been no threatened investigation
of the church, only a statement that an
investigation of infiltration of Communism
and Communists into the churches might
be possible at some future date. That's all
that Congressman Velde said about the pos-
sibility of any investigation of the church.
I happen to know enough about Congress-
man Velde and the way he operates to know
that he would never make such an answer
as stated by your alleged reporters.

Your malicious attacks upon Senator Mc-
Carthy have also been guilty of downright
dishonesty and deliberate distortion of the
alleged facts.

ARTHUR I. BOREMAN
Des Moines, Iowa

(A United Press dispatch of March 10
stated, "Velde said it was his feeling that
there was 'a field' for investigation in re-
ligion . . ." A special dispatch to the New
York Times referred to the Congressman's
"feeling that there was 'a field' for investi-
gation in religion.")

MOUNTAINS AND MOLEHILLS
To the Editor: In "A Town by Any Other
Name" (The Reporter, April 14), William
S. Fairfield writes, "In 1949, the producers
of a radio stunt program had persuaded a
small Southern town to change its name
from Mountain to Molehill." The people
of Mole Hill, in Ritchie County, West Vir-
ginia, after a hundred years or so simply
got tired of Mole Hill and had the name
changed to Mountain. The name Mountain
was not changed to Mole Hill, but it was
the other way about, and the radio fellers
had nothing to do with it.

The people of the community, however,
will feel flattered at being referred to as
a town.

CHARLETON C. PIERCE
Charleston, West Virginia
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— WHAT— WHY—

pKKSiDKNT EISENHOWER'S First Hundred
Days have lacked that quality of master-

ful suspense and dramatic: action we re-
member from the spring of 1933. Some of
the antics in Washington haven't looked
like drama at all—more like the shuffling
about of stagehands who don't realize the
curtain has risen. But what has been hap-
pening is just as important to us as F.D.R.'s
curtain-raising actions were.

Because many of the important events
have taken place below the surface of the
daily news, we asked two of Washing-
ton's most experienced newspapermen to
stand back from the confusion of these
opening days and give us their estimate of
where the new Administration is going and
how. For all the impersonality of govern-
ment bureaus, policv is made bv people;
the brains and personalities of our leaders
will shape the good and the bad in the fu-
ture actions of our country. So Joseph C.
Harsch's analysis of the President's public
performance and Frederic W. Collins's
story about the in-service training of the
President's new team revolve around the
people whose moods and capacities now
matter so much. To complete the outline,
Douglass Cater, our Washington Fditor,
has written of the developing relationship
between the Executive and Congress, draw-
ing on his personal day-to-day observation
of the doings on the Hill. Mr. Harsch, a
special correspondent for the Christian
Science Monitor, is also well known for his
radio commentaries. Mr. Collins represents
the Providence Journal in Washington.

T^IIK I.O.NC.-COMIMKI) presence of Chinese
Nationalist General I.i Mi's troops in

Burma, the Burmese government's bitter
reaction thereto, and reports that the
General had American backing so aroused
our interest that we asked Tibor Mende,
Parisian journalist and author, to make a
special trip into the Burmese hinterland
and send us an evewituess account of what
was really going on. When we learn how
deeply we have managed to become in-
volved in that remote area, we realize
that our strength involves us everywhere—
but in some places more than it should.

Another kind of frontier is explored by
Lesley Blanch, whose account of a visit to
an honest-to-goodness real-life harem re-
moves some of the glamour that has come
to surround that word of mystery. Miss
Blanch, wife of the French novelist Romain
Gary, writes regularly for the British Corn-
hill Magazine. She is now preparing a book
of biographical studies for publication in
this country early next year.

0NE OF THii little-known statistics about
our United States is that one-fourth of it

is still owned by the government. There
are a good main interested groups lhat
would like to reduce this fraction, and
Wallace Stegner is in a good position to
tell us how the constant battle over our
publicly owned resources (a battle as old as
our history but always as fresh as our poli-
tics) is going. Mr. Stegner is West Coast
representative for the publishing firm of
Ploughton Milllin and has written many
books, including Mormon Country, The
liii> Hock C.nndx Mountain, One Xalion,
and Secojul (irowlh.

Robert Bendiner has an unusual flair for
political satire, and a sharp eye for the
contradictions and incongruities in the ac-
tions of politicians. His story about Senator
Capehart's efforts to reconcile his constitu-
ents to his conscience throws a further side-
light on the Republican transition from
complaining to explaining.

Marya Mannes, resting her eyes from
their usual concentration on the TV screen,
substitutes for her page on "Channels" a
second imaginary portrait in her new series
"Any Resemblance . . ."

Patricia Blake, who reports on the Rus-
sian film "Conceit of Stars," recently re-
turned co this country after three years
in France. A free-lance writer since 1947,
she takes a special interest in Russian
affairs and speaks Russian.

f\vv- BOOK SECTION reviews two highly dis-
similar African works of fiction—one

cheerful, the other dramatic; one written
entirely by an African, the other signed by
an African and an Englishman. Eric Lar-
rabee, who reviews The Palm-Wine Drink-
aid, interviewed its author while making a
three-month trip through Africa under the
auspices of the Carnegie Corporation. Mr.
I.ana bee is an associate editor of Harper's
Magazine.

The Washington scene on this issue's
cover was painted for us by the well-known
vvater-colorist Dong Kingman. Our vet-
eran readers will remember the two fine
covers he did last year for The Reporter's
China Lobby series. Mr. Kingman. who has
exhibited all over the United States this
vear, won a first prize at the Metropolitan
Museum's show of contemporary American
artists. He teaches at Hunter College in
New York.

On the subject of covers, the Philippine
scene reproduced on our issue of April 28
was so admired in our office that eight mem-
bers of the staff purchased—and at no
discount—original works by Romeo V. Ta-
buena, the young Philippine artist who
painted it.

In its next issue, The Reporter will dis-
cuss how we can meet the challenge inherent
in Russia's remarkable economic growth.
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