How does our domestic
political process shape
foreign policy?

This original approach analyzes all ele-
ments of our domestic political process
and indicates how they affected Ameri-
can foreign policy on an important
postwar issue — the Japanese Peace
Settlement. Particularly intriguing is
the picture that emerges of John Foster
Dulles at work as an agent of a Demo-
cratic administration,
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Can war—or the possibility
of war—be eliminated
among nations of

the North Atlantic area?

The solidarity of the western world may
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historians, reporting in the light of his-
torical experience, discuss what policies
should be followed to establish a North
Atlantic security community.
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WnHo— WHAT— WHy—

CREDIT must be given to Attorney
General Brownell for having
proposed to Congress a new civil-
rights package bill—as the politicians
inelegantly call it—that includes
some original and far-reaching fea-
tures. In his editorial, Max Ascoli
points out the most striking of these
features, the one that has aroused
most vigorous opposition among
Southern senators, who are led in
this fight by a former North Carolina
judge, Senator Sam Ervin. Edward
Gamarekian provides firsthand evi-
dence on the continued disfran-
chisement of the Negro in many
areas of the South. Mr. Gamarekian’s
last article in The Reporter, “The
Ugly Battle of Orangeburg” (Janu-
ary 24), also concerned race rela-
tions in the South. Walter F. Mur-
phy, a student of Constitutional law,
points out some of the ironies of
Southern opposition to the adminis-
tration’s civil-rights bill. Segregation-
ists in the Texas legislature have
gotten some of their own medicine
in the form of an obstructive fili-
buster, according to Stuart Long,
an Austin journalist. Yet there is
progress in the South, and it is ob-
tained through more democratic
means than filibustering. In our next
issne our Washington Editor, Doug-
lass Cater, who has been observing
the city of Atlanta, will report on
what he saw.

OUR Mediterranean Correspond-
ent, Claire Sterling. sends a
report from Damascus on extraor-
dinarily inflammable Syria. What's
worrisome about that countrv is not
so much the messiness of its political
affairs as the aualitv and quantity of
the weapons Soviet Russia has sent
there. What for? The figures that
Mrs. Sterling sends are as startling
as they are authentic. . . . The Rus-
sians are also busy in India. The im-
pact of the Soviet trade program is
described by Willard J. Hertz, now
on leave from the Minneapolis Trib-
une to travel in Asia. . . . There
have been many arguments about
the legality of Nasser’s seizure of the
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Suez Canal. Robert Delson, a spe-
cialist in international law and eco-
nomic development, traces the legal
background, cites precedents, and
comes to his own conclusion. . . .
Everyone knows how the curse of
bigness affects industry and govern-
ment, but apparently it can even af-
fect kids in the third grade. Virginia
P. Held, a member of our staff, asks
some searching questions about New
York City’s school system. . .. We
all get a lot of stuff in our mailboxes
asking us to buy a product or con-
tribute to a worthy cause or vote
for a political candidate. Gene R.
Kearney, a free-lance writer, tells
how it happens that the postman is
provided with a great deal of the
material that he carries to our homes.

rl‘HERE’S a lot of talk about revival-
ism going around these days. In
our opinion the most stirring Gospel
music we've ever heard is that sung
by Mahalia Jackson, and so we asked
Nat Hentoff to go and have a talk
with her. Mr. Hentoff, who has writ-
ten several books on ‘azz, will mod-
erate a panel discussion at this
summer’s Newport Jazz Festival—
which we certainly wish we could
attend—on “Music and the Use of
Habituating Drugs.”

May Sarton’s latest book is The
Fur Person (Rinehart). It’s
nice to know about a home movie
that made good in the big time.
Gerald Weales is the author of a
new children’s book, Miss Grimsbee
Is a Witch ( Atlantic-Little, Brown).
... Chiang Kai-shek has written his
own account of the events that have
led to his isolation on Formosa.
Few students of Chinese affairs are
more qualified to separate fact from
fiction in Chiang’s book than Profes-
sor Nathaniel Peffer of Columbia
Universitv, . . . John Kenneth Gal-
braith of Harvard contributes regu-
larly to The Reporter. . . . Sander
Vanocur is on the staff of the New
York Times.

Our cover, a moonlight impression
of a Southern plantation, is by Fred
Zimmer.
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EDITORIAL

MAX ASCOLI

The Segregated Ballot Box

SINCE the Supreme Court decision
on desegregation, the fight for
civil rights in the South has had its
battleground in the schoolhouse.
The education and future of chil-
dren have been at stake in this fight.
If Attorney General Brownell and
Senator Douglas have their way,
there is a chance that a second front
will be opened up—one concerning
a large group of American adults
and their right to exercise the elec-
toral franchise.

The crucial importance of such a
second front can scarcely be over-
estimated. If Federal district at-
torneys down South can start action
so that the same qualifications which
admit white people to the ballot box
are made applicable also to Negroes,
then the nearly century-old after-
math of the Civil War may be on
its way to liquidation. Southerners
who share the feelings and the fears
of Senator Ervin know that the final
battle for white supremacy may be
at hand. They have barricaded them-
selves behind the ancient Anglo-
Saxon right that entitles every man
to a trial by his peers—in this case
every segregationist to a trial by
fellow segregationists.

MERICANS who do not happen

to be Southerners should be
thoughtful and responsible before
passing judgment on those of their
countrymen for whom segregation
is a harrowing issue. Thoughtful-
ness and responsibility, however, do
not mean indecisiveness or wishy-
washyness. In this spirit, while we
welcome the civil-rights proposals
put forth by Attorney General
Brownell, we would be much hap-
pier if the authority to be granted
the U. S. district attorneys were
aimed primarily at making the Fif-
teenth Amendment at long last op-
erative. This admirably brief and
pointed amendment states:
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“Section 1. The right of citizens
of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on
account of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.

“Section 2. The Congress shall have
power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.”

Congress would be following Sec-
tion 2 by authorizing Federal judges
to issue civil injunctions — which
means no trial by jury—against those
who are found responsible for hav-
ing violated Section 1.

Several private organizations—the
N.AACP. first of all-have done
admirable work in bringing before
the Federal courts cases of violation
of basic rights, and the Federal
judiciary, under the leadership of
Mr. Justice Warren, has reacted
magnificently. But the Fifteenth
Amendment needs specific reinforce-
ment, since the devices that have
been used to prevent individual
citizens from exercising their rights
in the polling booth have been most
frequently devious and specious. To
safeguard all other civil rights, other
remedies can be used aside from
civil injunctions brought at the re-
quest of Federal attorneys. In gen-
eral, we are distrustful of all monop-
olies or potential monopolies, and
we are unwilling to concede the
monopoly of virtue or of civil liber-
tarianism to anybody—not even to
the successors of Mr. Brownell.

But again, we think that a second
front in the battle for civil rights
is needed, just as unrelenting pres-
sure is needed on the first front—the
one where the rights of children are
at stake. The Fifteenth Amendment
has been in our Constitution for
eighty-seven years, and only the
Federal government can make it
operative.

If and when Negroes enjoy their
franchise in the South as they do in

the North, then whatever advantage
they can gain will be gained by
themselves, according to their skill
in playing the game of politics. As
has happened with other groups at
various times considered inferior,
the skill the Southern Negroes can
develop in playing this game will
allow them to reach a greater meas-
ure of equality. Voting cannot make
them automatically equal, but will
give them the chance to move step
by step, one election after another,
toward political equality.

OF ALL the competitive games in
our competitive society, politics
is the fairest. It is not easily learned,
and as a rule all our so-called minor-
ity groups have had a hard time at
first. Before conquering their propor-
tionate share of public offices, they
have had to overcome the vested
interests of other previously en-
trenched groups. It has frequently
happened that the leaders each
group has given itself at the begin-
ning have been of a rather poor
guality. But improvement both in
leadership and in political skill has
invariably come.

This was the case with the Irish
and with the Germans and with the
Italians and with the Jews, as it is
the case in our own days with the
Puerto Ricans—each group fighting
with others that were already on
top, and at the same time gaining
some measure of recognition from
them. Ultimately the sharper dif-
ferences and conflicts dwindle, and
links are established that go beyond
all groups.

This is the way America has been
made and is being made, thanks to
the toughness and fairness of Amer-
ican politics. This will certainly hap-
pen south of the Mason-Dixon Line.
Both whites and Negroes know that
it will happen. It will never be too
soon.
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