many and great dangers, to have
been pitifully small. After a three-
year wait, the highest return seems
to have been 8.92 per cent. The de-
tails of the insurance policies are
fascinating—slaves could not be in-
sured against suicide, for example—
and so too is the wonderfully elab-
orate system of double-entry book-
keeping. Marchesa Origo deals bril-
liantly with the whole complex
structure of taxation, with the sys-
tem of loans, and the problem of
usury. Poor Datini sadly complains
after fifty years of “so much labour”
that he has reached a point where
taxation has so reduced him that
“methinks if a man stabbed me, no
blood would issue forth.”

But the wealth of detail about the
trading companies, the structure of
medieval finance, together with the
delightful accounts of food, drink
and physic, are subordinate to the
personalities that emerge: those of
the bad-tempered, avaricious, anx-
ious Datini, of his querulous, unsat-
isfied wife, of the serene and saintly
family friend, and of the various
sychophantic or devoted hangers-on.

The historian, as the Marchesa
Origo quotes, is like the ogre in the
fable: Where he smells human flesh,
there is his quarry. One is left, after
all the inventories of two fur linings
made of dormice, or of gentleman’s
gloves not to be worn to wheel bar-
rows, with a feeling of having met
and known Ser Lapo, with his “fin-
est little curly badger,” and Mar-
gherita, who each day saw her hus-
band “doing things that make me
swell up a dozen times,” and, above
all, the ink-stained Datini, who
never heeded his friend’s warning
that “measure is God’s demand and
no immoderate thing was ever pleas-
ing to that eternal equity,” but who
wrote on the first page of his great
ledgers: “In the name of God and
profit.”
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India between Two Worlds

JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

"T'uE NATURE oF Passion, by R. Prawer
Jhabvala. Norton. $3.75.

Last winter we spent three months in
India. Qur life both in Calcutta and
on our travels was mostly with In-
dians. It was a wonderful introduc-
tion to the endless fascinations and
complexities of Indian society, but it
wasn’t a substitute for Mrs. Jhab-
vala’s book. I realize this is extrava-
gant praise, but that is what it is
meant to be. For anyone who has
been to India or is going (as well as
for all who can’t go) this novel is
just about perfect.

One reason it is important is that
no westerner going to India is likely
ro meet the author’s people. A seri-
ous visitor will meet lots of profes-
sors, politicians, journalists, and civil
servants. An ultra-serious visitor may
go to the villages and sample the life
there. But Mrs. Jhabvala deals with
another and quite anonymous seg-
ment of Indian society—the business-
men and moneymakers and the rou-
tine civil servants and their innumer-
able wives, children, in-laws, cousins,
and coreligionists.

'NIRS. JuABvVALA'S people have the
- same problem E. M. Forster dealt
with some thirty years ago in 4 Pas-
sage to India. They are still suspend-
ed between two worlds. Some belong
ro the world of the women’s quarter,
of the extended family, of profound
filial piety and obedience, and also
of phenomenal avarice and unblush-
ing corruption. And some belong, or
yearn to belong, to the new world of
colleges, elegant and tasteful saris,
dancing, dinner parties, and, if not
cocktails, at least sherry. This is also
the world of the Second Five-Year
Plan and government files and pub-
lic service and fiscal morality. How-
ever, there is a change from Forster’s
day. In Chandrapore there was
agony. In Mrs. Jhabvala’s New Delhi
rthere is only tension, and it is even
nossible to laugh at much of it.

To an amazing degree, the life of
modern India is influenced and even
dominated by the people who came
as refugees from East Bengal and
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West Punjab. The uprooting and
movement released vast wellsprings
of energy and ambition.

Cast of Characters

Lala Narayan Dass Verma is a dis-
placed Punjabi who came to Delhi
ten years ago and became exceedingly
rich by a scrupulous attention to his
contracting business and discriminat-
ing bribery of all who would help
him get contracts. Lalaji is a good
man. He is respected in his commu-
nity and he, in turn, respects its an-
cient and intricate rules. So do his
wife and his older sister and one of
his sons and that scn’s wife. But there
is another son who is a civil servant
and who subscribes to the new code
of honesty—even where his father is
involved. And a third son loves a res-
taurant called the Rendezvous and
yearns to study in England or Amer-
ica, or at least to go abroad. And the
youngest daughter has danced and
been kissed, and would like to know
the man she is to marry. Here are the
seeds of conflict. As everyone knows,
the Indian soul is made of very sensi-
tive tissue, and Mrs. Jhabvala pre-
sides joyously over tearing it.

I IMAGINE some Indians will think
she goes too far. The incredibly
foolish young members of the avani-
gavrde, the stuffy civil servants, and,
to a lesser degree, the elderly profi-
teers all receive merciless treatment.
But her compatriots should, I believe,
think of her as a brilliant craftsman
who knows the uses of caricature. As
part of her craft she is also deft, ele-
gant, and amusing. The book is im-
portant, not because the author set
out to prepare a social document but
because she knows her business as a
storyteller. She knows, among many
other things, that a good story needs
a solid problem.

The struggle between new and old
in India is not an unequal one. As
Mrs. Jhabvala shows, the old society
has great sources of strength and
vitality. But her book itself is a vivid
demonstration of the power of the
challenge.
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Four Striking Examples

OF HOW Book-of-the-Month Club MEMBERSHIP
WILL HELP YOU BUILD A LIBRARY
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Carl Sandburg’s

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN:

The War Years
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THE OXFORD
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its size” —New York Herald Tribune
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STOPOVER: TOKYO
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D THE NUN'S STORY
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by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.
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by William Brinkley
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BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLURB, Inc. A10SS5
345 Hudson Street, New York 14, N. Y.

Please enroll me as a member of the Book-of-the-Month Club* and send,
free, the work I have checked below with the purchase of my first selection,
indicated above. I agree to purchase at least five additional monthly Selections-—
or Alternates—during the first year I am a member. Thereafter I need buy only
four such books in any twelve-month period to maintain membership. T have
the right to cancel my membership any time after buying six Club choices.
After my sixth purchase, if I continue. I am to receive a Book-Dividend* with
every second Selection—aor Alternate—I buy. (A small charge is added to cover
postage and mailing expenses.)

PLEASE NOTE: A ‘‘Double Selection’’——or a set of books of'ered to mem-
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ing Book-Dividend credit, and in fulfillilng the membership obligation.

O The Second World War 1 The Oxford Universal Dictionary (with bookrest)
[] Abraham Lincoln: The War Years [0 The Oxford Reference Library
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LEAST 100 THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE
Tms is a dramatic demonstration of four unique advantages of
membership in the Book-of-the-Month Club. FIRST, that you share
in more than $13,000,000 worth of free books (retail value) distributed
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$200,000,000 worth of free books (retail value) have been
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