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Some of Asia 9s Many Faces

NATHANIEL PEFFER

CCRATCHES ON OUR MlNDS: AMERICAN I M -
^ AGES OP CHINA AND INDIA, by Harold R.
Isaacs. John Day. $6.75.

THE SOUL OF CHINA, by Amaury de Rien-
court. Coward-McCann. $5.

It has not been proved that what the
people of one country think of the
people of another country has a di-
rect effect on the relations between
the two countries, especially in the
larger concerns of peace and war.
As between East and West, however,
a case can be made, as is testified
by the evidence all about us these
years in Africa and Asia. The strident
voices and irrational, almost hys-
terical acts and emanations of the
former colonial peoples do not arise
from political and economic imposi-
tions alone; they express a long-
cherished bitterness at the former
rulers' racial prejudices, their treat-
ment of "natives" as inferior—the
white's attitude toward the nonwhite.

On what beliefs was this attitude
based and how was it formed? Harold
Isaacs, who has himself had long ex-
perience in the Far East, set out to
learn in an unusual enterprise. In a
book with an unfortunate title, he
reports his findings. He chose a
panel of 181 Americans, more than
half of whom had been professional-
ly concerned with China or India.
They were not the usual sample of
the pollsters. They were of the upper
strata economically, culturally, and
professionally—in academic life, in
mass media (press, radio, and tele-

vision, writers, publishers) in govern-
ment, business, the church. And Mr.
Isaacs did not approach them with
the customary pollsters' questions.
These were extended conversations
rather than interviews, in which he
sought by discussing each man's ex-
perience, career, and views of life to
elicit his opinions and feelings about
China or India.

rpiHE FINDINGS throw revealing psy-
-*• chological sidelights, but they

are inconclusive. There are opinions,
feelings, biases. In some cases they
lie in close, analytical observation,
while in some they derive from an
early experience or incident, perhaps
trivial in itself but leaving a mark
in memory. In others they are the
expression of an individual's tem-
perament—say an attitude toward
religion, toward sanitation, toward
efficiency. The caste system, for in-
stance, prejudiced many against In-
dia. Chinese savoir faire, with its
agreeable code of manners, won the
favor of some and in others left an
impression of insincerity. But on the
whole Mr. Isaacs found that what
matters most is some early experi-
ence developing slowly in "a process
of enlargement whereby we people
our world with caricatures."

Clearly the Chinese stimulate "lik-
ing" more than the Indians do. As
Mr. Isaacs puts it, "The Chinese
stood highest in the esteem of those
who had most contact with them and
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lowest (though never very low)
among those who knew them least.
On the other hand, Indians scored
better among those who knew them
little." This will hardly surprise
those who know Asia well. The
Chinese are more outgoing, more
suave, and they have more highly
cultivated the art of softening hu-
man contacts, more highly perhaps
than any other people in the world.
They are in their inner being no less
arrogant toward the white man than
the Indian (and both are as arrogant
toward the white man as the white
man is toward them, though both
have until now been too weak to
show it), but the Chinese are skillful
at concealing their arrogance.

What this study shows more than
anything else is that just as it is
futile to generalize about people as
a whole, it is almost as futile to
try to know what lies behind the
generalizations that men make about
other peoples. Through a man's win-
dows we see what a man sees, says
Mr. Isaacs, "but little of how he sees
it." Probably we can conclude from
this, as Mr. Isaacs seems to, that what
a man sees reflects his personality.
As long as this remains individual
and subjective, it does no partic-
ular harm, but if massed in a peo-
ple to form a basis for collective
action toward others, it can be dan-
gerous. This point Mr. Isaacs devel-
ops with a good deal of acumen.
What he has done here is to give an
anatomy of attitudes to the outer
world. It has its limitations, but it is
interesting as a case study.

MR. DE RIENCOURT'S BOOK is of an-
other order. It, too, is unfortu-

nately titled. It is concerned not
with the "soul" of China, whatever
that may mean, but with the devel-
opment of Chinese culture. On the
breakdown of the traditional culture
and the probable causes he is astute.
The effects of the western impact, of
western science and technology in
particular, are analyzed concisely
and with insight. In some ways this
analysis is more literary than his-
torical, and patterns are made more
neatly than the life of countries per-
mits—a weakness of much European
writing about the East. But Mr. de
Riencourt's book has the merit that
it puts China in its setting in time
and the world.
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ARE YOU GETTING ONLY

THE TOP OF THllNEWS?

NEWS is like an iceberg—you see only a
small segment.

The greater part spreads out wide and deep
beneath the surface.

To a ship passing by, the unseen part of the ice-
berg is the most crucial—and to anyone going
through the news, the facts that lie beneath the
surface are most crucial, too.

That's why ships need radar to guide them—and
that's why you need The Reporter to guide you
through the news.

In reporting major events, The Reporter regu-
larly takes you beneath the surface to show you
how deep and how far each event really goes
and what shape it finally takes.

In tracing the origin and the impact of impor-
tant news this way, The Reporter has made so
many discoveries, uncovered so many hidden
facts, that it has already won eleven top awards
for outstanding journalism.

So you can see for yourself how much deeper
your understanding of the news will be when
you read The Reporter regularly, we're offer-
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perience, and you'll find that talking over The Reporter's lively, thought-
ful articles with them will double your own pleasure in the magazine.
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^Not about sex.
but a book
about the sexes..
"Men and women are emotionally as different as if they belonged to two
different species. When they do the same thing, i t is not the same, even
when they do it together, "—from OF LOVE AND LUST, a Marboro Book
Club Selection by exclusive arrangement with Theodor Reik's publishers.

CIHOOSE from OF LOVE AND LUST-THE ROOTS OF HEAVEN-
THE LIVING PAST-MASS CULTURE- and eight other important
books as your introduction to membership in the MARBORO BOOK
CLUB.
We live in an era that stresses sex, but tries to minimize the differences
between the sexes. No wonder, then, that OF LOVE AND LUST has become
one of the most controversial books in years. Written by Freud's most
famous pupil, it reveals how differently from each other the two sexes live,
think, and love—each attributing a significance that the other cannot un-
derstand to the sexual act that binds them together.
In OF LOVE AND LUST, Theodor Reik analyzes the difference between mas-
culinity and femininity as they manifest themselves in almost every aspect
of life...in normal and perverse sexuality, in romantic love, marriage,
parenthood, bachelorhood, spinsterhood; even in the way we spend money.
Here is Reik at his fascinating best, showing us why women want mar-
riage so profoundly and men struggle against it.. .why a woman's reasons
for adultery are different from a man's... why women talk so much; and
what the compulsive housekeeper is really trying to clean up...why men
and women react differently to policemen (and to homosexuals)., .and
what a woman really means when she says she "hasn't a thing to wear."
Anyone who has read OF LOVE AND LUST will tell you that it is worth every
penny of its $7.50 bookstore price.
To demonstrate the values that discerning readers can expect from the
MARBORO BOOK CLUB, we offer you any 3 books on this page (including
OF LOVE AND LUST, if you wish) for exactly half what you'd ordinarily pay
for OF LOVE AND LUST alone.

THS MARBORO BOOK CLUB pools your buying power with that of others who
share your tastes, and saves you an average of 50fo on the self-same
books you would otherwise purchase at full price. With each four selec-
tions (or alternates) accepted at Special Members' Prices, you receive
a superlative bonus volume of jour choice at no additional charge.
Reach for a pencil right now and check off any three of the books shown.
They're yours for only $3.75 with an introductory membership in the
MARBORO BOOK CLUB. That's a saving of as much as $21.25 on regular
bookstore prices. Mail the application form today, while this exclusive-
offer lasts.

Choose any 3 of these books for $3.75 with Introductory Membership in the MARBORO BOOK CLUB! Mail your application today,

• OF LOVE AND LUST. By Theodor
Reik. Freud's most famous pupil
analyzes the hidden nature of mas-
culinity and femininity, normal and
perverse, in romantic love. In mar-
riage, parenthood, bachelorhood, and
spinsterhood. List Price $7.50

D THE LIVING PAST. By Ivar Lissner.
Brings triumphantly to life the great
discoveries of archaeology, anthro-
pology, and comparative religion.
508 pages, including 64 pp. of fa'ju-
Jous photographs — sculpture, idols,
architecture, costumes, & other treas-
ures of antiquity. List Price $5.95

D THE ROOTS OF HEAVEN. By
Romain Gary. The p r i ze -winn ing
novel of adventure and intrigue in
Africa that the N. Y. Times calls
"the most intellectually stimulating
novel of 1058." 300,000 copies sold
in France alone—and now a major
bestseller in America.

List Price $4.50
O LAST TALES. By Isak Dinesen.

Twelve new ta les of compell ing
beauty and enchantment by the author
of Seven Gothic Tales. "A touch
that's magic . . . Pure delight." —.
N. Y. Times lisf Price $4.00

• TURGENEV'S LITERARY REMINIS-
CENCES. F i r s t time in English.
Translated by David Magarshack.
Preface by Edmund Wilson. A lit-
erary discovery. List Price $5.00

a MASS CULTURE. Ed. by Rosenberg
& White. Monumental, wickedly re-
veal ing po r t r a i t of the "Lonely
Crowd" at play. David Riesman,
Edmund Wilson, Dwight MacDonald
and other distinguished scholars de-
scend upon the "popular" arts with
diabolical zest. List Price $6.50

uj KLEE. By Gualtieri di San Lazzaro.
Paul Klee's greatest "one-man show"
—a triumphant summary of the life
and work of this Einstein among
painters, with 360 reproductions of
his most famous and enigmatic works,
including 80 full color plates.

lisf Price $5.75
D RELIGION AND THE REBEL By

Colin Wilson, author of The Out-
sider. "The idea behind it is one of
the most important in the thought of
our time, the most effective challenge
to materialistic philosophy yet con-
ceived."— N. Y. Times.

lisf Price $4.00

D AND THERE WAS LIGHT: Man's
Discovery of the Universe: From
Babylonia to Sputnik. By Rudolf
Thiel. Does for Astronomy what Gods,
Graves and Scholars did for archae-
ology. 128 illus. tisf Price $6.95

D BEING AND NOTHINGNESS. By
Jean-1'aul Sartre. Sartre's Philoso-
phy of Being, including his views on
social relations, his doctrine of free-
dom, and existential psychoanalysis.
635 pages. list Price $10.00

a THE LIVELIEST ART. By A r t h u r
Knight. A panoramic history of the
Motion Picture as an art form—from
Mclies and Griffith and Eisenstein to
Rasho-mon, Kossel l in i , and Mike
Todci—by the d i s t ingu i shed film
critic of the Saturday Review. With
photographs. List Price $7.50

• THE GREEK EXPERIENCE. By C M .
Bowra. An almost incredibly bril-
l i an t summing-up of the whole
achievement of Greek civilization
from the time of Homer to the Fall
of Athens, with 64 full pages of rare
photographs. The London Spectator
calls i t "A masterpiece"—and it is.

lisf Price $6.00

MARBORO BOOK CLUB
131 Varick Street, New York 13, N. Y.
You may enroll rae as a new member of the Marboro
Book Club. Please send me the THREE books checked
at the left at only $3.75 plus shipping for all three.
Forthcoming selections and alternates will be described
to me in a Monthly Advance Bulletin and I may decline
any book simply by returning the printed form always
provided. I agree to buy as few as four additional
books (or alternates) at the reduced Member's Price
during the next twelve months; and I may resign at any
time thereafter. I will receive a free BONUS BOOK
for every four additional books I accept.

SEND NO MONEY NOW!

NAME_

ADDRESS-

CITY _ZONE_ STATE_

(Memberships available only in continental U. S. and
Canada. Prices slightly higher in Canada.) MR-279
GUARANTEE: If you are not completely satisfied with
this SPECIAL OFFER, you may return the books
within 7 days and your membership will be cancelled.
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