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Throughout the history of western
civilization. men have tried to dis-
cern some pattern in the course ol
human events. Those who have
heen unable to accept traditional
ideas have lost no time working up
something else. Yet, as Frank E.
Manuel observes, interpretations of
human history over the past twenty-
ave hundred vears have had two basic
hapes. One of them is cyclical, with
implications of 1nevitable decline.
recurrence, and renewal. The other
is linear, or progressive, and sug-
sests  constant change, innovation,
and often some notion of a fxed
goal at the end of time or of social
evolution.

In Shapes of Philosophical His-
tory, the published version of a
series of seven lectures given at Stan-
ford University in 1964, Manuel
brilliantly discusses the uses of these
two basic shapes by philosophical
historians from Polybius to Toynbee
and Sorokin. His working assump-
tion is that:

“If we follow these two shapes of
philosophical history, the cyclical
and the progressive, from the early
centuries ol the Christian era
through the present, they will revexl
themselves to be less a logical than
a psychological polarity. In any pe-
riod there may be a weightier com-
mitment to one or the other, but
neither has ever dominated the Eu-
ropean intellectual field without the
presence in some form of its rival.
The shapes have been combined,
subjected to syncretistic amalgama-
tion, intermingled, then separated
out again. Old patterns are never
completely forgotten and from time
to time they are taken out of the
intellectual attic, refurbished and
restored.”

Manuel happens to be one of
those rare professional historians
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whose prose stvle is  delightful,
but that is not so important as his
remarkable sensibility to the nu-
ances of intellectual history. The
danger in a book ol this type
is that it can easily degenerate into
a catalogue of people’s views, a
check list of opinion through the
ages. Dreary tomes with that flaw
olften appear, and the tendency to
view the history ol ideas as a dis-
cipline unto itself is not the least
of the reasons. Though he deals al-
most entirely with systematic think-
ers, Manuel treats them as men; he
looks for their hopes and anxieties,
for their ways of regarding them-
selves, and for their attitudes toward
their predecessors. His main concern
is the [urniture in the “intellectual
attic,” but what he tells us about
the attic itself contributes to our
understanding of that furniture. De-
spite the extraordinary compression
of this sprint through the ages, the
reader is never left groping for back-
ground or gasping at grotesque over-
simplifications.

ka-:x historical thought was cy-
clical, perhaps owing to some
deeply felt analogies with the ob-
served changes in the cosmos and
the seasons. Among the early pro-
gressivistic tendencies in  western
thought, the most important was the
prophet Daniel's interpretation of
Nebuchadnezzar’'s dream, to the ef-
fect that the world could expect
four major kingdoms. A long list of
serious historians from Orosius in
the fifth to Sleidanus in the six-
teenth century, and even later, tan-
talized themselves with identifying
the four monarchies in question. Six-
teenth-century Frenchmen attacked
the theory, because Germans were
using it to show that they were the
true heirs ol the Roman Empire.
Serious competition to the cyclical
models of the ancients began with
St. Augustine’s City of God. The
cyclical view naturally undermined
the uniqueness of Christian revela-

tion. and Augustine responded to
the challenge by arguing that Divine
Providence guides history, and that
there is a progression in man's earth-
Iv life from his fall from grace in
Eden to redemption through Christ’s
sacriice on Calvary, to the Last
Judgment. an end without end. This
view. with variations, dominated
European historical thought for a
thousand years; and, apart from 1ts
direct influence, it is the ancestor of
all subsquent progressivistic theories.
Manv of its ungrateful descendants
eloquenty voiced their rejection of
its spirvitual aspects.

In the Renaissance, historical ex-
planation  became secularized in
some quarters. and the humanists,
in their zeal to restore the tarnished
glories ol the ancient world, revived
the cvclical model. This period saw
important developments in methods
of historical analysis, but its produc-
tion ol systematic works of synthesis
was rather sparse and not particu-
larly distinguished. However, there
were some impressive attempts to
formulate a secularized notion of
historical progress, in response both
to limitations imposed by the cy-
clical and religious determinists and
to the past-mindedness of many hu-
manists who saw the golden age of
mankind in the primitive or classical
eras. Perhaps the most important of
these attempts was that of Louis Le
Roy's Vicissitude and Variety of
Things in the Universe, which com-
bines the two shapes into a gradual-
ly ascending, open-ended spiral. This
general period in the writing of
philosophical history is just begin-
ning to get its just deserts from
scholars, and Manuel has made a
welcome contribution by staking out
the terrain in bold strokes.

Tm: sEcoOND HALY of this book con-
siders more recent writers—the
philosophes, the German idealists,
the French social theorists of the
nineteenth century, and the volumi-
nous twentieth century, which “has
spawned more works in four decades
than have all previous ages of man
combined.” Manuel makes clear and
forcetul distinctions between the
French and German philosophical
traditions, and ingeniously suggests
the ways in which Karl Marx com-
bined the two. The Enlightenment
beliel in human perflectibility, with
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its corollary of inevitable progress
toward that goal, presents a nice foil
for the resurgence of the pessimistic
eyclic approach in its modern garb,
with Nietzsche, Spengler, and Toyn-
bee. The latter’s attempt to view
the rise and decline of cultures with-
in a Christian providential frame-
work suggests that the philosophy of
history has come full cycle.

That the two shapes represent less
a logical than a psychological polar-
ity becomes particularly evident in
the final chapter, a masterful discus-
sion of the modern theorists. The
bleakest pessimists in the group,
those who have reacted most strong-
ly against the happy myth of prog-
ress, hold out some form of hope,
even if it is not strictly supported by
their own theories. We are lelt with
the rather cheerless prospect of a de-
bate between those who believe that
the world is going to pot but that
there might be a spiritual renewal,
and those (“the old-fashioned ra-
tionalistic sensationalist progressists
and meliorists of the Anglo-French
tradition”) who think the world is
not much worse off than it ever was,
that it may even he better, and that
we shall probably muddle through.
In an eloquent conclusion, Manuel
denies his support to bhoth their
houses. His final paragraph is an
urbane quotation from Hume, skep-
tically reserving judgment on phi-
losophies of history. Hume’s caveat
still rings true, an elegant end to
an elegant hook.

THE PREFACE by Joseph Anthony

Mazzeo notes the great difficul-
ties inherent in an attempt to write
a comprehensive, scholarly, and yet
personal book on a great historical
period for the general public. These
difhiculties are legion and they are
formidable. Mazzeo has surmounted
some, but Renaissance and Revolu-
{ion is an uneven book, and in terms
of its aims its success is qualified
indeed.

The four central chapters deal
with four people whom Mazzeo re-
gards as in some ways characteristic
of the Renaissance: Machiavelli,
Castiglione, Bacon, and Hobbes.
This choice gives a somewhat odd
construction to the period. Hobbes,
after all, died in 1679, and the view
that the Renaissance was a late {or
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By JAMES MEREDITH

This is James Meredith's own story of his experiences as the first Negro to enter
the University of Mississippi.

“Mr. Meredith has written an informative and revealing book. He writes about his
commitment and his time of troubles with great restraint, considering his ordeal. In
giving us a look into his own personal involvement and concerns, he gives us simul-
taneously a look into our personal attitudes and allegiances in the civil rights struggle.
His book is also a tribute to those who stood with him during a harrowing period in our
domestic history. Mr. Meredith's book belongs with the sound literature that explains
our social storms of the 1950s and 1960s."—U. S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy

“In his characteristically calm and enigmatic way, J. H. Meredith relives for us the
most thrilling moments of an authentic modern adventure story. . . . Of all the books
that have appeared about Mississippi during this period, this constitutes the most
significant historical document.”—James W. Silver, author of Mississippi: The Closed
Society

384 pages

$5.95

LIBERALS AND
COMMUNISM

THE “RED DECADE” REVISITED By FRANK A. WARREN, lli

in 1941 Eugene Lyons' book, The Red Decade, left the impression that liberal
American thinking in the thirties was dominated by Communists. Because opponents
of Lyons' position did little to clarify the issue, Mr. Warren seeks to gauge objectively
the true nature and extent of Communist influence on liberal thinking in the thirties
by a careful examination of the writings of a broad cross section of intellectuals, and
of their podiums such as The New Republic, The Nation, and Common Sense, where
he finds that liberal thought was characterized by great diversity of opinion, and was
by no means in unanimous sympathy either with the Soviet Union or with Communist
theory.

288 pages $6.95

BEGINNINGS OF THE
COLD WAR

By MARTIN F. HERZ

Using all available documentary sources Mr. Herz tells in a refreshingly lucid and
dispassionate manner the diplomatic story of the crucial early months of 1945, when
the allies became disaffected with Russia.

“An informed, objective account, an excellent guide to those seeking to find out
the truth about the fateful years in which the Cold War was launched. 1t is especially
valuable and relevant today when history is being rewritten to serve political fanaticism
and fantasies.”—Sidney Hook

", . . invaluable to an understanding of the troubled developments in Southeast
Asia today. It fills a long-felt need in a field which has recently been confused by
biased academic revisionists. Herz places the responsibility for initiating the Cold

War where it belongs, in the Kremlin."—Isaac Don Levin (/Indiana University Inter-
national Studies)
224 pages $4.95
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for that matter middle) seventeenth-
century phenomenon, even in Eng-
land, is idiosyncratic. Apart from the
chronological stretch forward, which
has its counterpart in the absence of
any key figure from the period 1850-
1500, generally regarded as the main
period of the Renaissance, Hobbes
remains out of place on his own ac-
count. Castiglione’s Courtier is an
interesting and influential human-
istic book of courtly manners, but it
hardly merits its author’s inclusion
as a personnage regnant, The chap-
ter on Castiglione is by far the short-
est, and Mazzeo has relatively little
to say about him; he devotes a large
part to superficial comparisons with
Montaigne, Nietzsche, and Mann.
The chapters on Machiavelli and
Bacon are a great deal more pointed
and revealing. Both figures ave
adroitly used as Renaissance “types,”
and the author seems notably less
dependent on secondary sources in
dealing with them than he is with
Castiglione and Hobbes.

THF EMPHASIS on Italian and Eng
lish writers leads to a consider-
able oversight with regard to the
French Renaissance, whose main
(and in many ways very atypical)
representative here is Montaigne.
And the prominence of sixteenth-
and seventeenth-century writers is
only partially offset by the introduc-
tory chapter, “Renaissance and
Humanism: The New Lducation.”
Here, as throughout the book, there
are some interesting insights, but
there are also elementary mistakes.
It is wrong to say that “By the be-
ginning of the fifteenth century the
whole theory of perspective is com-
plete both philosophically and math-
ematically...,” because the essential
writings of Piero della Francesca,
I.eon Battista Alberti, and others are
all of later origin. Coluccio Salutati,
Chancellor of Florence from 1375
to 1406, was the unquestioned leader
of an entire generation of Italian
humanists. In fact, according to his
worst enemy, one sentence from his
pen fell into the scales with the
weight of a thousand horsemen. In
this book he is dismissed as “‘not
greatly gifted.” Marsilio Ficino’s
elaborate and complex neo-Platonic
philosophical system is “ardently
imagined but weakly articulated.”
Such errors, both of fact and judg-
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ment, are neither few nor far
between.

The final chapter is a discussion
of the idea of progress, which
Mazzeo regards as a new orientation
toward human life tollowing upon
the Renaissance, and in a sense
marking its end. He dates the first
appearances of this idea to the seven-
teenth century, overlooking impor-
tant recent contributions that trace
its beginnings to an early humanistic
debate between ancients and mod-
erns in fifteenth-century Italy. Nor
is there any constderation of Bacon’s
sixteenth-century French antecedents
like Jean Bodin and Louis Le Roy,
upon whose works Manuel places
much emphasis.

At the end of this book, the reader
will still be asking whether Mazzeo
thinks of the Renaissance as revolu-
tion or evolution. On the one hand,
he refers to “that cultural revolution
we call the Renaissance.” On the
other hand, he speaks of humanism,
the period’s main intellectual move-
ment, as ‘‘the slow work of time
and of the labors of many men.”
This is one of the more disturbing
examples of the author’s lack of
precision and consistency.

In his discussion of the concept of
the Renaissance, Mazzeo decides that
the term is indispensable to histo-
rians, and states that Jakob Burck-
hardt’s classic Civilization of the
Renaissance in Italy (which in 1960
celebrated its hundredth anniver-
sary) “‘remains the best single intro-
duction to it.” It is. «»

Lautrec

In Stone

ALFRED WERNER

TOULOUSE-LAU‘.REC: Hie CoareLETE LiTi1-
oGraPHS AND DRypoinTs. Text by Jean
Adhémar. Abrams. $22.50.
It is hard o disregard all the sensa-
tionmongering stories about Count
Henri Marie Raymond de Toulouse-
Lautrec Monfa. They have collected
like so many rocks heaped on the
simple grave in the village church-
yard of Verdelais, as if to prevent
the inquisitive, indefatigable little

man from escaping to enjoy once
again the boulevards and the dives
of his beloved Paris. But an attempt
must be made by every serious lover
of art to winnow the essential from
the trivial. Thousands of men fre-
quented the café-dansants, theatres,
circuses, and the bordellos of late
nineteenth-century Paris, but only
one, Lautrec, extracted from that be-
wildering milieu all the nuances of
human passion and suffering, por-
traying them in countless drawings,
paintings, and prints.

The time-consuming techniques of
the woodcut and etching were not
for his restless temperament. He
preferred the lithographic stone on
which he could quickly transter his
impressions of an encounter with a
remarkable man or, more frequently,
woman-—dancer, singer, acrobat, or
fille de joie. Occasionally he experi-
mented with drypoint, a technique
of engraving on a copper plate with
a steel needle, which is second only
to lithography as a medium of spon-
taneity and direct expression.

ALL BUT A FEW of the 368 prints re-
A produced in this large and well-
designed book are lithographs, and
all were made in the last decade of
the artist’s short life (he died in
1901, aged thirty-seven). As M. Ad-
hémar tells us in his introduction—
which is a bit too short and in spots
very pedestrian in style—Lautrec,
unlike other printmakers, did not
confine himself to drawing on the
stone but supervised every detail in
the printer’s shop. When he was not
entirely satisfied with a sheet, he tore
it up. After he was finished with an
edition, he defaced the stone so that
it could not be used again. Lithog-
raphy had several excellent practi-
tioners before Lautrec—Goya, Whis-
tler, and Redon come quickly to
mind—yet he was the first to use it
for commercial posters that are
nevertheless the epitome of art and
have outlasted much more ambitious,
more ‘“refined” creations of his era.

The collection starts with a
bang with “La Goulue au Moulin
Rouge,” a color poster commissioned
by the directors of that famous
cabaret. The grotesque, almost Me-
phistophelian figure of the thin,
amazingly agile dancer Valentin,
called “The Boneless,” is in the
foreground, and on the bare floor
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For example:

{3 M30. AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OCCULTISM
by Lewis Spence. A mammoth compendium of
the strange and forbidden lore of the occult
..from Alchemy and Voodoo...through the
obscenities of the Black Mass, Witches' Sab-
bath and Devil-Worship (still unbelievably
widespread today!)...to the more “‘respect-
able” parapsychological discoveries of mod-
ern times (Clairvoyance, Clairaudience, Yoga,
Telepathy, Psychokinesis, Hypnotism, etc.).
in all, an amazing and constructively dis-
turbing reading experience. Profusely itlus-
trated, 2500 entries and articles alphabetic-
ally arranged. 8” x 10” pp. Boxed and bound
in rich buckram, Retail: $15.00.

ORDER YOUR BOOKS BY THEIR
NUMBERS ON THE REQUEST FORM BELOW

Any 3 Books
FREE

YES, WE WILL GIVE YOU AS A NEW TRIAL MEMBER —

ANY 3 BOOKS FREE—even includ-
ing, if you choose it, the $15 “Ency-
clopedia of Occultism”.

PLUS 1 OR MORE OTHER BOOKS

at the extra-discount price of only
$2.95 each regardless of regular retail
prices up to $15 and more!

PLUS FREE GIFT BOOKS of your
selection. With any books you later
decide to take, you receive a $2 Bonus
Book Credit that you can apply to other
books you may want.

SAVE UP TO 90% NOW. If you join
the Society now, through the coupon
below, you can save up to 90% under re-
tail prices. The more books you take now,
at the $2.95 extra-di t price availabl

here to new members, the more you save.

AND SAVE UP TO 50% AND MORE
REGULARLY. Discounts on regular
selections you later decide to accept—plus
the free books you receive with your

Bonus Book Credits as above—add up to
total savings up to 50% and more!

“KEEPF OR CANCEL". If after 2

weeks’ examination you are dissatis-
fied with the books you select on coupon
below, just return them, without cost or
obligation, and your trial membership will
be promptly and cheerfully cancelled.

- “MYSTIC ARTS BOOK NEWS”

FREE, bringing you advance reviews
of new exotic books published each month
—books which, because of their special
and often controversial natures, are not
usually obtainable at any price in ordinary
retail stores. (Members nevertheless re-
ceive discounts as above.)

BECAUSE many of the books of-
fered in this announcement are in
short supply, fulfillment of this offer can
only be guaranteed for 30 days. Enter all
your choices BY NUMBER on the Request
Form—and mail without delay.

[] M110, THE CRADLE OF EROTICA

by Edwardes & Masters. Ag earthy -

scrutiny- of the unusual and un-
restrained sexual practices of Afro-
Asian peoples as evidenced in
their own literature (whlch is cop-
iously quoted.) Shedding as it
does, bright new light on the
meaning of ‘‘normal” vs. ‘‘ab-
normai’’, there is no comparablé
work in existence. Retail: $5.95

1 _M26. THE JEWISH WORLD IN
THE TIME OF JESUS by C. Guigne-
kert, Essenes, gnostics, magi-
cians, angels and demons, her.
metic books and Messiahs,

Retail: $6.00.
{1 M137, ANANGA RANGA, The
explicitly illustrated manual, The
Hindu Art of Love (complete, unex-
purgated text) wnh photographs
of over 100 d tive figures se-

lected from !he great erotic art |

of India...plus, in same binding,
The Indian Love Pharmacopeia.
Retail: $1
D M122, AN ABZ OF LOVE by Drs.
{. & S. Hegeler, The important new
Danish best-seiler on love and
Iove-making. Unexpurgated. Some
600 phases of love arranged alpha-
betically, 120 overwhelming illus-
trations. Retail: $10.00
{1 M61. THE BOOK OF CEREMO-
NIAL MAGIC by A. E. Waite. Actual
spelis and procedures of magic
and magical ceremonies through-
out the ages. Retail: $10.00
[ M42. THE BOOK OF THE DEAD.
Transtated by £. A, W, Budge. The
great text that illuminates every
facet of the first *“great society”’.

THE TRUTH
ABOUT LSD!

[] MIG2A. THE PSYCHEDELIC
READER. Here is the extraordi.
nary story of LSD and ail the

[} M77, LE MORTE D'ARTHUR by
Sir Thomas Maltary. Here, unex-
purgated, is the first and greatest
classic on Arthurlan times. 1002
pp. Retail: $15.

[ MBOA, I’NE VAMPIRE IN EU-
ROPE by Montague Summers. These

drugs as told by those who are
actually using and studying
them ~— people from varied
backgrounds and professions,
from medica! doctors to writ-
ers (mcludmg Julian Huxley)
Retail: $5.95

‘‘THE GREAT CENTRAL
CLASSIC OF
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH''

[ M64. HUMAN PERSONALITY AND
ITS SURVIVAL OF BODILY DEATH
by F. W. N. Myers. Foreword by
Aldws Huxley. William James calls
Myers “‘the pioneer who staked
out a vast tract of mental wilder-
ness and planted the flag of gen.
uine science on it.”

Retail: $10.00,

THE BAWDY WORKS
OF BOBBY BURNS

l? M208, THE MERRY MUSES
OF CALEDONIA by Robert Burns,
Here at [ast are the bawdy,
fong-suppressed songs and
verses—unexnurz:ted of tms

scholarly revelations
will shake and chill anybody who
thinks vampires are only a Holly-
wood invention! Retail: $7.50

] M158A, MVSTEIIOUS PHENOM-
ENA OF THE MAN PSYCHE by
|. Vasiliev, Translated from the
inal Russian. An amazing
Sowet first —reporting the new
Russian findings on telepathy and
telekinesis. Retail: $6.00.

[J M172. TANTRA: The Yoga of
Sex by 0. Garrison. !ndia hid the
secret rituals of Tantra Yoga from
the hated British prudes. For the
first time in English, here is the
straightforward easy-to-read man-
uat of Tantric learning, which
open-minded and serious readers
may use ‘‘to change their sex lives
from boredom and maladjustment
into the complete, fulfilling and
beaumul sacrament it was meant
o be.” Retail: $7.0

[] M57. AMULETS AND TAL

MANS by E. A. W. Budge. From t!

aphrodnsmc lore of the mandrake
root to Hebrew phylacteries, here
is the whole range. of mystic and
magic objects from Egypt, Sum-
eria, Assyria — pagan, Christian,

] M169. FEMINA LIBIDO SEXU-
ALIS, Compendium of the Psychol-
ogy, Anthropology and Anatomy
of the Sexual Characteristics of
Woman by Pless and Bartels. 285
uncensored illustrations. tncludes
primary, secondary and accessory
sexual characteristics; sexual im-
pulse in woman; mlanhle sexual-
ity; racial characteristics of the
female genitalia; infibulation; cir-
cumcision; the female breast; ra-
cial characteristics of erogenous
areas. Retail: $15

{J_M95. GYPSY SORCERY AND
FORTUNE TELLING by C. G. Lefand.
A comprehensive harvest of the
gypsies’ odd Tlearning, demons,
dances, fove-potions, sex customs,
contradictory chastify rules, child-

DUAL SELECTION

(Two books count
as one Selsction)

D100. THE STUDY AND
PRACTICE OF YOGA by Marvey
Day. A practical manual on
ycga postures and exercises.

hows how to induce clear
thmkmg control weight and
aid in preserving a youthful
appearance and physique. TI-
lustrated.
YOGA — The Method of R
tegration by Alain Da
Describes processes by wl
the subconscious may be con-
trolled — leading to incredible
attainments. lllustrated.

Combined retail price of

Hebrew Gnostic, and Muslim. 548 stealing, pregnancy practlces, two books: $7.50
[J M15. JESUS by C. Guignebert. 200 |Ilustrat|ons toad-lore, egg-lore and such-all.
““The genuine teachings of Jesus Retml 5 Prof. illustrated. Retail: $10.00
did not survive him," is but one o‘ e s o o—

the of
gripping account of Jesus' hie
Retail: $10.00.

[J M127. FORERUNNERS AND
RIVALS OF CHRISTIANITY by F.
Legge. Retail: $10.00.

« A TREASURY OF
SEX IN LITERATURE

[ M117, THE HORN BOOK by
€. Legman. A strong case for
unexpurgated merature is this
femarkable work. 1ts copious
examples of sex in literature
and folklore stand in healthy
contrast to the substitulive
day, of sadism

l“lol S‘ 0.00

to
and terror. Retail: $12.50
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