
in the political situation, for in-
stance, it is clearly unlikely that
a no-use commitment would be
given, so as not to create tempta-
tion, destabilize the delicate mili-
tary balance, and so on. And, as
President Kennedy once put it, re-
ferring to the other and equally
unlikely extreme, "In some circum-
stances we must be prepared to use
the nuclear weapon at the start,
come what may—a clear attack on
Western Europe, for example."

As for the indeterminate zone
in between these extremes, and this
is where the search for broader
"options" has been carried on, de-

cision makers have been manifestly
reluctant to be pinned down to
precise definition of the circum-
stances that would call for a nu-
clear decision. Although this has
doubtless lent ambiguity to the nu-
clear response that might follow
some forms of aggression, deterrence
thus far has not failed, despite the
existence of uncertainty, or perhaps
even because of it. Recognizing the
tendency of governments to resolve
their choices in favor of what seems
to be working, one may therefore
suspect that there will be no official
stampede to heed Professor Brodie's
plea for less ambiguity. «»

A Chap in His Place
ANDREW M. GREELEY

T ETTERS OF C. S. LEWIS, Edited, with a
memoir, by W. H. Lewis. Harcourt,

Brace & World. SS.9S.

For most Americans, Oxbridge is
much like a British detective story:
one can never really understand
what is going on or what half the
people are talking about, but the
whole thing is great fun and rather
charming in a quaint sort of way,
so we don't really mind. Long ago
we gave up trying to figure out the
distinctions between tutors, fellows,
lecturers, masters, and professors
(and C. P. Snow only makes things
more complicated), the various ex-
aminations, the incomprehensible
grading system, differences among
the "colleges" (and what is a "college"
anyhow?), and the strange vacation
system in which both students and
faculty are expected to master huge
reading lists while wandering about
the countryside on foot. We assume
that the British understand how it
works and that is all that matters,
though I for one do wish that they
would have the courtesy to admit
that our system is not without its own
quaint charms. What indeed would
C. S. Lewis have thought of Michi-
gan State?

T T IS into the world of Oxford and
*- and later Cambridge that his col-
lected letters bring us, but I fear
that anyone looking for the roman-
tic charm of the Oxbridge novel or

the wit of Lewis's books will be dis-
appointed in his letters. He had a
hard, lonely life: "I wish life and
death were not the only alternatives,
for I don't like either; one could
imagine a via media." His stern and
aloof father would not visit him in
the hospital after he was wounded
in the war; his surrogate mother (ac-
tually the mother of a friend killed
in the war) was a stupid domestic
tyrant; he married late in life a
woman who was already dying of
cancer and his three years of mar-
riage were lived in the shadow ot
death; and even though financial
success came eventually, the early
years of poverty left him quite in-
capable of spending money on him-
self (though he was quite capable of
spending it generously on others).
If one knew Lewis only from his
letters (and from the dreadfully un-
derstated memoir written as an in-
troduction by his brother), one
would have suspected that this Ox-
ford don could not possibly have
risen above the drab, dreary environ-
ment in which he found himself.
Brilliant, yes; erudite, yes; but one
would have expected him to be nar-
row, precious, and a little less than
human.

But he was, after all, the creator
of that unbelievably charming devil
Screwtape and the author of The Pil-
grim's Regress, Perelandra, The
Great Divorce, and a score of books

that betrayed a wit, a warmth, a
humanity, a goodness that will not
soon be forgotten. He had an im-
mense number of friends, was hugely
popular with his students, corre-
sponded with all sorts of important
people, and will easily be remem-
bered as one of the great dons of
his time. The real Lewis may not
appear in his letters, but that does
not greatly matter, because he does
appeal' in his books and is preserved
in the memories of those who knew
him well.

The puzzle remains: How could
this mildly tragic figure enjoy life
so much? The answer seems to be
that Lewis never thought of himself
as tragic, not even as unhappy. He
had his books, his students, his walk-
ing trips through the countryside,
his rides in the sidecar of his broth-
er's motorcycle, and his Thursday
evenings with the "Inklings." Life
certainly must have had its moments
when you could expect to spend one
night a week with Tolkien and
Charles Williams. One would dearly
like to have tape recordings of the
conversation among the authors of
War in Heaven, Out of the Silent
Planet, and Hobbit.

T>UT ABOVE ALL he had his faith;
*-* and his letters make it quite
clear how important that faith was.
To the readers of The Problem of
Pain, the faith of the letters may
seem rather simple and to the ag-
giornamento-ized Roman Catholic it
may seem rather naive; but it was
the faith he needed and, one sus-
pects, the faith without which he
could not have survived.

One wonders what Lewis would
think of the current developments
in Christianity—the renewal in the
Church of Rome and the emergence
of the secular theologians. He may
have found it hard to stomach either
—at least in their more extreme
manifestations. But he probably
would have commented much the
same way that he did when he was
told that an American schoolgirl had
been expelled for having in her pos-
session a copy of Screwtape:

"I asked my informant whether it
was a Communist school or a Funda-
mentalist school or an RC school,
and got the shattering answer, 'No,
it was a select school.' That puts a
chap in his place, doesn't it?"
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PRIVATE PROBLEMS
AND

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
-IMPORTANT BOOKS

FROM CHICAGO
THE NEGRO AND
THE FIRST AMENDMENT
by Harry Kalven, Jr.
Professor Kalven discusses the
contribution made by civil rights
litigation to the Supreme Court's
in terpre ta t ion of the F i r s t
Amendment, in a cogent inquiry
into the Negro viewpoint on the
issue of free speech. This is a
book to interest and involve
everyone concerned with the new
turns being taken by the civil
rights movement. "It takes a
careful . . . reading of these lec-
tures to savor their vintage ex-
cellence."—EPHRAIM MARGOLIN,
California Laiv Review. Paper,
$2.45

NEGRO POLITICIANS
The Rise of Negro Politics
in Chicago
by Harold F. Gosnell
New Introduction
by James Q. Wilson
The winner of the John Anisf ield-
Wolf Award for the year's best
book in the field of racial rela-
tions "realistically describes how
the Southern Negro, having in-
vaded Chicago in large numbers,
readily adapted himself to the
machine politics of that city."
— RALPH BUNCHE. Clothbound
$7.50; paper $2.95

THE SUPREME
COURT REVIEW, 1966
Edited by Philip B. Kurland
The sixth annual discussion and
analysis of Supreme Court activ-
ities includes Archibald Mac-
Leish on Justice Frankfurter;
John H. Mansfield on self-incrim-
ination; Alexander Bickel on vot-
ing rights laws; Edmund Kitch
on patent cases; William Leuch-
tenburg on the Court-packing
plan; Monrad Paulsen on due
process in the juvenile courts;
Alfred Kamin on unions and li-
bel; and C. Peter Magrath on
obscenity cases. $8.95

THE NEGRO FAMILY
IN THE UNITED STATES
by E. Franklin Frazier
Revised and abridged with a new
foreword by Nathan Glazer
This classic 1939 study^ of the
Negro family in America has
proved itself grimly prophetic in
its descriptions of what would
happen to an essentially rural
population crowded into urban
ghettos. As informative today as
when it was first published, it is
"a highly important contribution
to the intimate history of the
people of the United States."
—EDGAR T. THOMPSON, Journal of
Southern History. Clothbound,
$6.00; paper, $2.45

VOTING
A Study of Opinion Formation in
a Presidential Campaign
Edited by Bernard Berelson,
Paul F. Lazarfeld, and
William N. McPhee
Based on the famous Elmira
Study made during the 1948
presidential campaign, this fas-,
cinating study shows how voting
is affected by social class, reli-
gion, mass communication media,
and other factors. Its political
and human insights have made
this an unusually cogent analysis
of what makes voters and cam-
paigns tick. "A brilliant book."
—ROBERT E. LANE, American Po-
litical Science Review. Cloth-
bound, $8.50; paper, $2.95

RELIGION AND
THE PUBLIC ORDER, 1965
Edited by Donald F. Giannella
The third volume in this excellent
series on conflicts involving reli-
gious issues includes John H.
Mansfield on conscientious ob-
jectors; Kelley and LaNoue on
the Church-State compromise on
federal aid to education; Phenix
on teaching religion in the public
school; Albert Saunders on gov-
ernment and birth control. $6.95
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THIS MAN IS NOT SMILING
The headline you've just read is information-

less. It tells you nothing you haven't already
learned from looking at the picture.

If someone tells you your own name, he again
transmits no information: you already know it.
He doesn't resolve any uncertainty for you.

This idea —that whatever resolves uncertainty
is information—was used by Dr. Claude E. Shan-
non during his years at Bell Telephone Labora-
tories to define and measure information for the
first time in a way that was usable to scientists.
Starting from such basic concepts, Shannon built
a theory which has many applications to problems
in communication and in other fields. In 1948,
he published his classic paper, "A Mathematical
Theory of Communication."

Before this there was no universal way of
measuring the complexities of messages or the
capabilities of circuits to transmit them. Shannon
gave us a mathematical way of making such mea-
surements in terms of simple yes-or-no choices—
conveniently represented by binary digits, which
Dr. John W. Tukey of Bell Labs and Princeton
University named "bits."

As a result, we now have a benchmark. We
know how much information a business machine,
for example, can theoretically produce. We have
a means for comparing this with the information
of a telephone call or a television program. We
have tools to help us design for high quality and
high efficiency at the lowest possible cost.

Shannon's quantitative measurement of in-
formation is not only invaluable to the Bell System
but to scientists and engineers the world over. It
is exciting much interest among psychologists and
workers in other fields in which information han-
dling is so vital.
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, . .a briefing on the role played by Bell Telephone Laboratories
One of s series.
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The Continental life is a family affair.

IHIIIII IIIIIIIIIII.........I

The Continental life can include private schooling for your son. A course
in gourmet cooking for your wife. Perhaps evening lessons in guitar for you.

Certainly, it includes the discovery of Lincoln Continental—the luxury motorcar
selected by those who express their judgment as well as their means.

Lincoln Continental is engineered to be the best automobile America has to offer.
Its luxury is tastefully understated in the Continental tradition.

It is styled to stay in style—and give you an investment of lasting value.
Test drive the 1967 Lincoln Continental for yourself.

Come live the Continental life.

^ L I N C O L & ^

AMERICA'S MOST DISTINGUISHED MOTORCAR

LINCOLN-MERCURY DIVISION Shown above, the 1967 Continental sedan in Huron Blue, with optional black vinyl roof. Also available, the Continen
coupe, America's only four-door convertible, and the executive limousine, the ultimate luxury motorcar.PRODUCED 2004 BY UNZ.ORG
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