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THE REPORTER'S NOTES

The Sleeper

On Tuesday morning, September 5,
Governor George Romney was
asked by a reporter at a press con-
ference in Lansing whether he
would consider himself a "positive
dove." Romney replied that he would
not, adding: "People are not reading
what I have really said on this sub-
ject thoroughly." Romney had a
point. The question had been
prompted by remarks the governor
had made on his now famous "brain-
washing" interview, which had been
broadcast in Detroit the night be-
fore and which had been taped on
August 31. But none of the ques-
tioners on that morning after even
asked him about his extraordinary
statement, and the press release put
out by Kaiser Broadcasting, in an
effort to make news out of the show,
also failed to mention the news that
was there. "On Monday, September
4th," it declared, "Governor George
Romney of Michigan stated on
Kaiser Broadcasting's LOU GOR-
DON'S/HOT SEAT PROGRAM that
he would not be interested in ac-
cepting the Vice Presidential spot
on the Republican ticket." The re-
lease, which was accompanied by a
transcript of the show, went on to
say that Romney "also discussed
Vietnam, recent riots in the Mid-
west, the Mormon Church and his
background and experience."

Although it is by no means clear
that the "brainwashing" statement
has done him in (mail to his office
and to editorialists is said to be
predominantly sympathetic), there is
no doubt that Romney's remark was
a gaffe and that it has done him a
great deal of harm among party pro-
fessionals. For this reason, the way
in which the remark was inflated
into a national issue by the press,
after such a sleepy start, has aroused
suspicion on the part of some of
the governor's friends and advisers:
What or who was behind the de-
layed pouncing on Romney's indis-
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cretion? The answer turns out to
be: bad judgment and bad luck.

On Tuesday both the UPI and
Detroit's morning paper, the Free
Press, buried the remark well along
in their stories. UPI, for instance,
put it in the ninth paragraph of a
thirteen-paragraph story, which ap-
peared in the Washington Post. But
AP led with it, and the AP story
was carried in the afternoon Wash-
ington Star. Moreover, the New
York Times—although it put the
story on page 28—went straight at
it: "Romney Charges 'Brainwash' on
War." Then the columnists based
in Washington and New York be-
gan to write about the matter, and
—more important—newsmen in the
capital had a ready-made issue with
which to tax the governor who, as
luck would have it, was scheduled
to arrive in Washington at the end
of the week.

Not that things were any less
ominous on the home front. In De-
troit, Romney was about to become
the victim of a lively press war
in which he himself figured as a sort
of bombed-out, ravaged DMZ. Un-
like the Free Press, Detroit's after-
noon News featured the "brainwash-
ing" statement. And immediately
thereafter it set about preparing a
lead editorial for the following Sun-
day in which it would ask the gov-
ernor to terminate his quest for the
Presidency. The editorial was dis-
tributed as a news item to reporters
on Friday with a Sunday release
date, but the embargo didn't hold.
In fact, the Times, the Los Angeles
Times, and the Washington Post all
carried stories about the editorial
the day before it appeared. For its
part, the Free Press did its friend
Romney the dubious favor of print-
ing the text of the News's editorial
a day before the News did, as well
as printing a front-page story about
it under a six-column head—"DE-
TROIT NEWS DUMPS ROMNEY."
That afternoon, the News retaliated
with an eight-column head—"NEWS'

THE REPORTER
PRODUCED 2004 BY UNZ.ORG

ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



ROMNEY STAND STIRS U.S. UP-
ROAR." "In a rare compliment to
the dominating political influence of
a competing newspaper," the News
declared, "the Detroit Free Press
broke the press associations' release
times to publish a complete text of
the News' editorial in a late Satur-
day morning edition of compar-
atively small circulation." It added
that the editorial "will appear Sun-
day"—and, of course, it did.

IT is not inconceivable that some
day Governor Romney may find

himself sitting among his clippings
and souvenirs, cursing the part the
press played in his downfall. That,
after all, is not an unfamiliar con-
dition among Republican candidates.
As we say, we are by no means
certain that Romney has been brain-
washed out. If that turns out to be
the case, he will doubtless be
obliged to give some thought to the
role of his friends in the press, who
—as the saying goes—may have
made his enemies superfluous.

A few days after the fuss began,
the Free Press undertook to defend
Romney's new position on Vietnam,
chiding him nonetheless for "a poor
choice of words" when he referred
to his "brainwashing." Coming from
the Free Press, that may have been
just too much. Naturally, no one
knows for sure the source of Rom-
ney's gaffe, but some suspect it was
none other than the Free Press it-
self. By way of paying him some
compliments in a long editorial on
August 28, for having "disengaged"
himself from administration "non-
sense" on the war, the Free Press
explained Romney's earlier position
this way: "He appeared to be brain-
washed by the military during his
1965 trip to the front." That was
three days before Romney taped his
interview.

Igloo Renewal

The urban programs initiated by the
Johnson administration have led
perilous lives. The metropolitan de-
velopment incentive grant program
is one example. These grants—aimed
at what many planners and political
scientists regard as one of our most
crucial governmental problems, the
lack of joint planning in the na-
tion's 224 conglomerations of cities

"Senator Robert F. Kennedy confronted the leaders
of the nation's building trades unions in a Senate
committee room today and told them that their
efforts to open union ranks to Negroes had failed..."
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This uncompromising opening to
a New York Times article of April
18,1967, quoted the Senator as
predicting a new round of race
riots in the cities this summer.
"One of the reasons," he
said, "is that Negroes and
members of minorities are
having difficulty finding em-

ployment. They feel bitter,
frustrated, estranged from

our society — from business,
Government, and labor organ-
ization."

THE
NEGRO AND

APPRENTICESHIP
By F. Ray Marshall
and Vernon M. Briggs, Jr.

A prime source of the facts and figures used by Senator Kennedy
in his indictment of the unions was a report by F. Ray Marshall
and Vernon M. Briggs, Jr., now published as THE NEGRO AND
APPRENTICESHIP, in which the authors analyze the factors that
influence the low rate of Negro participation in the skilled trades.
Making case studies of ten metropolitan areas, they interviewed
union and government officials, employers, educators, human
relations committees, and Negroes who had sought or obtained
admission to apprenticeship programs. Their research has enabled
them not only to evaluate the various remedial programs now in
operation, but to make valuable recommendations for the future.
THE NEGRO AND APPRENTICESHIP is basic reading for anyone
attempting to understand the current crisis in race relations.

288 pages $8.00

Other Manpower Studies from The Johns Hopkins Press
THE JOB HUNT Job-Seeking Behavior of Unemployed Workers in a
Local Economy. By Harold L. Sheppard and A. Harvey Belitsky $7.95

DIMENSIONS OF MANPOWER POLICY Programs and Research. Edited
by Sar A. Levitan and Irving H. Siegel $6.95
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New, from
OXFORD

Afrikaner
and African
Nationalism
SOUTH AFRICAN PARALLELS
AND PARAMETERS
By EDWIN S. MUNGER. Both aspects of
nationalism in South Africa are re-examined
in the light of the sweeping 1966 election
gains of Dr. Verwoerd's National Party, the
suppression of African nationalist organiza-
tions, the development of Bantustans, and the
accession to power of Vorster. The author
traces the historical development of both na-
tionalisms and considers the impact of conti-
nental and world powers on both. Published
for the Institute of Race Relations. $4.00

Defeat in
the East
B;y MICHAEL ELLIOTT-BATEMAN. This
vigorous book urges radical revision of the
methods of warfare used by Western forces in
South East Asia, in the hope of diverting the
trend towards their defeat in the East. The
book cites historic victories won by forces
smaller and weaker in arms and illuminates
the psychology behind them. $7.20

The Arab
Cold War
A STUDY OF IDEOLOGY
IN POLITICS, 19584967
By MALCOLM KERR. The first edition of
this book ended with the events of 1964. A
further chapter on subsequent developments
has now been added — while the text of the
original five chapters remains unchanged. This
book is intended as an interpretive essay on
the interplay of ideology and political tactics
in Arab affairs. (Chatham House Essays No.
10.) Published for the Royal Institute of Inter-
national Affairs. Paper, $1.70

The Best of
Both Worlds
A CHALLENGE ON
DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
IN AFRICA
By GUY HUNTER. These essays challenge
the assumptions on which European, particu-
larly British, aid policies in tropical Africa
have been based, and offer some radical alter-
natives. They cover employment, economic
growth, political, social and administrative in-
stitutions, the rural economy, and education.
Published for the Institute of Race Relations.

Paper, $2.60

At all bookstores

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
New York

and suburbs—would have encour-
aged states, cities, and counties to
work together on urban problems to
avoid repeating past mistakes. The
Department of Housing and Urban
Development asked for $30 million
for the grants. The House allotted
nothing; the Senate allotted nothing.

Another unhappy example is the
administration's most imaginative
idea, the rent-supplement program,
which attempts to erase the bar-
racks-like quality of public housing
by building new projects—sponsored
by churches, unions, and other non-
profit groups—on a human scale. Un-
der the program, if a tenant's in-
come rises so does his rent, but
never to more than twenty-five per
cent of his income. But each time the
administration has requested money
for rent supplements, the request has
been either decimated or rejected
altogether by the House.

The latest attempt by the Senate
to rescue the rent-supplement pro-
gram came on September 20, when
it restored $40 million after the
House had refused to appropriate
any money at all. However, the
rescue had less to do with the merit
of rent supplements than with a
smaller item in the appropriations
bill labeled "Alaska Housing," for
which the Senate voted $1 million.

Alaska housing is the child of
Senator E. L. Bartlett (D., Alaska),
who sought in vain for years to
find a suitable Federal program to
house the Indians, Eskimos, and
Aleuts scattered throughout his vast
constituency. None of the old Fed-
eral housing programs and none of
the new ones, including rent sup-
plements, would help the Alaska na-
tives, who met none of the criteria
for urban-renewal funds or other
housing programs. Bartlett also com-
plained that "I couldn't get a yes
or no answer from anyone in the
government."

In April, 1966, Bartlett, who pre-
viously had supported most urban
programs, voted in the Appropria-
tions Committee to kill rent-supple-
ment money. "Within forty-eight
hours," he said later, "everybody
called me to say funds were avail-
able" for the Alaska natives. He
defined "everybody" as the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, the Department of the In-
terior, and the Bureau of the Budget.
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"There was a tremendous change of
heart," he said. When rent-supple-
ment funds came to the floor last
month, Bartlett switched his vote
and the funds were approved by a
single vote, 46-45. "I hated to do it
this way," the Senator declaimed,
"but those huts and shacks in some
parts of my state are a shame and
disgrace to America."

Spurious Sacrifice

The name of Henry David Thoreau
is ritually invoked by the small but
growing number of those whose
Vietnam protest takes the form of
refusing to pay the portion of their
income tax they believe goes to fi-
nance the war. Thoreau didn't pay
his money, but he took his choice,
which was a night in jail. Today's
protesters seem to run less risk.

A recent appeal to magazine edi-
tors and writers to withhold a third
of their taxes as a protest measure
is typical of the current mode of
sacrifice without inconvenience. A
draft of the newspaper ad this group
intends to publish cites the death
toll in Vietnam and proclaims that
"we are willing to lay our middle-
class lives on the line" by refusing
to pay up to a third of their taxes.
A letter soliciting signatures to the
ad pointed out that the penalty
could be a year in jail and/or up
to $10,000 in fines-not fatal, to be
sure, but a sacrifice in any middle-
class life. But, as any tax man knows,
there's always a loophole. "How-
ever," the letter went on, "of the
421 signers of a similar no-payment
ad in 1966, not one has been
prosecuted and sentenced; of the es-
timated 1,500 additional protest non-
payers, none has been prosecuted
since the war began."

Having reassured the prospective
self-immolators that it won't hurt,
the group explained that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service normally will
collect the money anyway by gar-
nisheeing income or attaching bank
accounts. Thus everybody is served:
the protesters feel comfortably de-
fiant; the IRS—and the Pentagon-
get the money.

One of the telling arguments
against the proposal to allow citi-
zens to allocate one dollar of their
income-tax payment to a Presi-
dential campaign fund was the prin-
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ciple that no individual should be
able to place any kind of condition
on how his tax money should be
spent. It is a good principle. With-
out it, one can imagine a chaotic
situation in which owners of pets
withheld cash that might be spent
on vivisection, vegetarians refused to
contribute to livestock price sup-
ports, and Christian Scientists de-
clined to support Medicare. Many of
the Vietnam protesters would rather
see military appropriations spent on
fighting the war on poverty in city
slums—a proposition to which we
would subscribe if all things were
equal. But there are many in rural
areas who, particularly since reap-
portionment, feel that too much of
their tax money already goes to the
cities. Would they, too, have the
moral right to withhold their tax
payment to the degree it supports
urban programs?

The campaign for tax refusal is
by no means confined to editors and
writers. It began with the self-ap-
pointed intellectual elite and spread
predictably. Many of the defiant are
otherwise loud in their allegiance to
representative government and some
were, no doubt, among the first to
condemn the embattled lady indus-
trialist, Vivien Kellems, when she
refused to withhold taxes for her
employees.

According to the IRS, there have
been no prosecutions of the new
tax-refusers because so far the gov-
ernment has never failed to collect.
Yet somehow we feel that the fris-
son of civil disobedience with im-
punity is depriving these protesters
of the full rapture of real sacrifice.
It seems a pity.
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Stanford Books in English History

The Early Elizabethan Succession Question, 1558-1568
MORTIMER LEVINE. "This tightly organized and well-written monograph wil l become the
definitive work on early Elizabethan succession. . . . A solid and mature piece of
scholarship."—The American Historical Review. $6.95

Nationalization in British Politics
The Historical Background. E. ELDON BARKY. "This intelligent and disarmingly biased
account is certainly one of the best statements of the problem in historical terms."—
The Journal of Modern History. $8.50

The British Labour Party: A Short History
CARL F. BRAND. "Professor Brand has compressed an astonishing amount of informa-
tion, always lucidly presented, into his book."—Victorian Studies. "The party's his-
tory is admirably related." —Baltimore Sun $7.50

Sir Thomas Wyatt and His Background
PATRICIA THOMSON. "The best comprehensive view of the poet at work."—Modern
Language Quarterly. "A valuable and substantial contribution." —Renaissance News.

$7.50

Anglican and Puritan
The Basis of Their Opposition, 1558—1640. JOHN F. H. NEW. "The author is to be
complimented not only on his controversial vigor, but also on the freshness and orig-
inality of his approach."—Church Times. $4.50

Cabinet Reform in Britain, 1914-1963
HANS DAALDER. "Professor Daalder has . . . brought together the vast mass of his
material in an admirably clear and systematically organized narrative."—The Times
Literary Supplement. $8.00

The Story of Fabian Socialism
MARGARET COLE. "Her book is not only a history but a primary source. It wil l be cited
for many years to come by people who discuss the recent British past."—The New
York Times Book Review. Illustrated. $6.50

The Catholics in Caroline England
MARTIN J. HAVRAN. "An interesting, easily readable, well documented book.. , . It i l -
lumines a neglected and misunderstood period of the illustrious history of the Church
of England."—Review for Religious. $4.75

The Levellers and the English Revolution
H. N. BRAILSFORD. "A work of massive and scrupulous scholarship, of broad compre-
hension and sharp insight . . . drawing together in delicate balance many strands of
specialized study."—The Spectator (London). $12.50

The Mind of the Oxford Movement
EDITED BY OWEN CHADWICK. "A better one-volume alternative to understanding the
Oxford Movement is unavailable."—The Living Church. "Invaluable anthology and
illuminating introduction."—The Personalist, Paper, $2.65; cloth, $5.75

The Manchester School of Economics
WILLIAM D. GRAMPP. "The work is readable, informative, and provocative. Where it
does not unseat established ideas, it at least encourages the taking of a long second
look."—The American Historical Review. $4.00

Church and Parliament
The Reshaping of the Church of England, 1828—1860. OLIVE J. BSOSE. "A valuable
contribution to nineteenth-century English ecclesiastical history. . . . Careful, lucid,
and well-documented."—The Times Literary Supplement. $6.50

Saints in Arms
Puritanism and Democracy in Cromwell's Army. lEO F. SOLT. "Shows care in prepa-
ration . . , and thoughtful attention to difficult and not fully-resolved problems in
the history of thought."—The Journal of Modern History. $4.75

The British Political System
ANDRE MATHIOT. "Historical materials are deftly woven into a tight analytical frame-
work."—The Journal of Politics. "M . Mathiot's learned and perceptive study is a
genuine enrichment of our literature."—World Affairs. Paper, $2.95; cloth, $7.50

Elizabethans at Home
Lu EMILY PEARSON. "A positive gold mine of rich and varied information. . . . An ex-
ceedingly useful work."—The Journal of Modern History, "Filled with fascinating
bits of information."—The American Historical Review. Illustrated.

Paper, $3.75; cloth, $12.50
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The Rocky of Little Rock
TOM DEARMORE

LITTLE ROCK

IT WAS Arkansas' political change-
over of the century. Orval Faubus,

the self-made man from the hills who
was governor longer than any other
man in the state's history, had fin-
ished his lengthy good-bye, laced
with Scripture and sad poetry, and
some of the legislators were all
choked up. Outside the hushed House
chamber the only Rockefeller who is
a cowhand shuffled in his fancy boots
as he waited to make his historic
walk. When the moment came, he
hurried stiffly down the aisle to the
podium and took the oath as Arkan-
sas' first Republican governor in
ninety-three years. As he turned to
face the phalanx of Democrats who
compose the General Assembly, his
face was drenched with perspiration
and his voice broke with emotion.

Veteran observers on that morning
last January still found it difficult to
believe that Winthrop Rockefeller
had pulled it off, and that in breach-
ing the statehouse he had even car-

ried in a Republican lieutenant
governor. For Rockefeller is not a
natural politician. He is uncomfort-
able with the breed and with crowds,
his speeches convey little warmth,
and he possesses no strong personal
appeal. But he is a man of deep
feeling and rigid determination, and
he has, with money and hard work,
fashioned a state Republican Party
that is unique in the South in its
racial liberalism, its drive for re-
forms, and its success at the polls.
He has blotted out the reputation
as a rich and racy New York carpet-
bagger that his adversaries sought to
exploit, has emerged from a bruising
legislative session as the psychological
victor over a General Assembly in
which his party holds only three seats
out of 135, and has set in motion
a string of wide-ranging administra-
tive, economic, and humanitarian
innovations. If they gain momentum
and if the Democrats fail to patch
up the divisions that made his elec-
tion possible, he may win a second

two-year term next year with rela-
tive ease. That is not foreordained
at this point, however. Accident fig-
ured in Rockefeller's victory and a
minor mishap in this Democratic
province could bring him down.

A Unique Specimen
There has been no one like Win-
throp in Southern politics, and Ar-
kansas seemed to be about the hard-
est soil in which he could have
chosen to labor. Never since Recon-
struction has the state voted Repub-
lican in a Presidential election. It
has been a rock of Fundamentalism
(it and Mississippi are the only states
that still have laws forbidding the
teaching of evolution), and nowhere,
in the pre-Rockefeller years, was
there a state Republican Party of
more dismal impotency. No one
would have predicted during the
Little Rock racial crisis ten years ago
that the successor to the inflamma-
tory Faubus would be a Republican,
much less a liberal who had served
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