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The November
Revolution and
Its Betrayal
by Murray N. Rothbard

On the November election
and its aftermath, there’s won-
derful news and there’s terrible
news. The wonderful news,
of course, is that the great
right-wing grass roots revo-
lution against Big Govern-
ment, a revolutionwe at KRR
had been heralding since last
summer, struck the Democrat
Party in November every-
where it could, and swept it
out of power. The terrible
news is that it took less than
24 hours for that revolutionto
be grievously betrayed. From
his own perspective, Ralph
Nader put it very well: that
most Congressional revolu-
tions are betrayed no sooner
than the following January,
whereas this one was sold
down the river in December.
Nader was speaking, of
course, about the most glar-
ing example of that betrayal:
Dole, Gingrich, Armey and
the rest of the new Republi-
can leadership leaping to col-
laborate with the hated and
repudiated Clinton to bring
back the discredited lame-
duck, Democrat Congress to
ram GATT down the throats
of the American people.

Bringing back the defeated
Foley, Sasser, and the rest of
the gang was a direct slap in

the face by the Republican
elites of the very voters who
had just put them into power.
In England, there is a custom
at meetings for the rank-and-
file of organizations to shout
“Shame!” and “Resign!” when
their leaders do something
particularly odious. There
should have been such an
outcry from every rooftop in
America at this act of treachery
by the quisling Gingriches
and Doles.

Why couldn’t the Republi-
cans wait a few weeks for their
own Congress? The argument
that the new GATT/WTO
was supposed to begin this
January is absurd; most coun-
tries haven’t even ratified
GATT yet. The real reason is
that the unconstitutional “fast
track” provision expired at the
end of 1994; in that rule, which
applied only to trade agree-
ments like NAFTA and GATT,
Congress agreed to tie its own
hands, and eliminate all pos-
sible voting on amendments,
so that Congress could only
vote“yes” or “no” onan agree-
(Cont. page 2, col. 2)

value has always been his
joyous, mocking, blistering
attacks on Clinton and his
gang; he sustained all of usand
aided the movement greatly
during the horrible two years
of Willie’s solo reign.

bedifferent; Rush’s thralldom
to the Republican Establish-
ment lessens his value, to say
the least, over the next two
years. Infact, the problem has
already started. For Rush’s
radio and TV shows have re-
fused to air anti-GATT ads by
Phyllis Schlafly and by Pat
Buchanan The excuse about
Patis thatheis aradiorival of
Rush’s. And Phyllis? Her TV
ad against GATT was first ac-
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(THE EAR...cont. frompg. 1)
cepted, and then refused at
the last minute, the show re-
turning the morney.

So what happened to
Rush’s championing of free
exchange of ideas? Appar-
ently the Iron Curtain sud-
denly shuts when GATT, a
pet of the Republicrat Estab-
lishment, is threatened.

Rush, Rush, we hardly
knew ya.

Sk %k

Neocon Newt Gingrich is
publishing a dirty novel. “I'm
in fact a much broader and
more complex person than
the stereotypes suggest,” he
told New York Timesreporter
Maureen Dowd.

The book involves Hitler
and science ficion, but is also
full of explicit sex scenes be-
tween a high government of-
ficial and what Newt calls his
“pouting sex kitten.” The of-
ficial seeks to replace his
“Mrs. Little Goody Two
Shoes” wife with his mistress,
amidst a Nazi raid on Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, stopped by
Alvin York!

Gingrich is active in the sci-
fi movement, and when
asked if he was a faithful fan
of Star Trek, said, “Of course,
how can one not be a
Trekkie?” Let me count the
ways, Mr. Spock.

b X )

On the Helms flap: I don’t
know about you, but I know
that the President is not my
“Commander-in Chjef.” And
he’s not my liege lord, my sov-
ereign, or my king either. Il
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ment handed to it by the
President. But couldn’t GATT
then have been “amended to
death”? Yes, and that’s the
whole point. Just like any
other important measure, in-
cluding the annual budget.
That’s what representative
republican government, in
contrast to dictatorship and
its stooge parliaments, is sup-
posed to be all about.

The news of the betrayal of
the revolution is appalling
but unfortunately not sur-
prising. And GATTis only the
most immediate and evident
example of the looming
across-the-board treachery.
Both parties, the Republican
as well as the Democrat, have
long been run by an effec-
tively bipartisan Big Govern-
ment elite that is strongly
opposed to the interests and
the values, economic, moral,
cultural, and religious, of the
vast majority of the American
people. This bipartisanelite is
in the minority, but it has
managed to control public
policy for a half-century be-
cause it is strong in wealth
(important sectors of Big
Business and high-finance—
summed up inthe old phrases
“Rockefeller Republican” and
““Eastern Establishment”) and
in the opinion-moulding
classes and institutions: e.g.
among intellectuals, academics,
writers, technocrats, policy
wonks, planrers, and bureau-
crats. A combination of vast
wealth and numbers of
writer-intellectuals means
that the respectable and influ-
ential big media—the press

and television—endorse and
push for the statist, Big Gov-
ernment cause.

A quick rundownof the cru-
cial issues that helped ignite
and propel the November
revolution, and where all elites,
including the new Republi-
can Party leaders, strongly
oppose the public will:

Open Borders: everyone
agrees that the public wants to
crack down on illegal immi-
grants and restrict immigra-
tion per se; the elites say no.

Foreign Aid: everyore also
agrees that the American
people are against foreign aid,
especially now that the Cold
War is dead and gore. But all
the Republicrat elite are hys-
terically opposed to any whit-
tling down of foreign aid.

Foreign intervention: Now
that the Cold War is over, why
does the United States have to
intervene everywhere; why
we do have to push every
other country around for their
ownalleged good, and at vast
expense to the American tax-
payer? Everyore agrees that
the American public couldn’t
care less about the fate of
Bosnia, or Rwanda, or Somalia,
or Haiti. And yet the only criti-
cism the Doles and Gingriches
are leveling at Clinton’s for-
eign policy is that he is not
slaughtering enough Serbs.

Welfare: The American
people want to abolish welfare
altogether. The Gingrich-
Armey “reform” only wants
toadd expensive government-
financed orphanages to
Clinton’s own phony welfare
reform. The key point to look
atis that all of these so-called
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reforms would add to the
taxpayer financing of welfare,
notsharply reduce orabolishit.

Victimological regulations:
The American people want to
getrid of affirmative action, all
sorts of “civil rights,” and
other victimological special
privileges that oppress the
majority of Americans, injure
the consumers and cripple
businesses. The Gingrichian
response? Zero. The elites
want to keep the current sys-
tem, and at most only tinker
with it around the edges.

Gun Control: A crucial spark
for the November Revolution
was the intensifying tyranny
of gun control. The current
Republican response? Virtu-
ally zero. The bipartisan rul-
ing elite loves gun control,
and the Gingrichians only
oppose it in rhetoric, not in
deeds. Has any Republican
leader called for repeal of the
Brady bill?

Deficits and Government
Spending: The liberal Demo-
crats may be hypocritical
about deficits, but they have
a point. The supply-side alibi,
except for such compara-
tively minor areas as capital-
gains taxes, is clearly wrong.
Deficits are bad, as the pub-
lic realizes, and to cut them
requires extensive, far-reach-
ing slashes in government
spending. And that means
real cuts, not phony “cuts” in
rates of government growth,
cuts in projected future gov-
| ernment expenses, or “caps.”
And it also means big cuts in
federal government func-
tions, as well as abolition of
entire departments and agen-

cies. The public demands
such action. But there have
been no budget cuts pro-
posed in any Gingrichian
program, and no mention of
abolishing the Departments
of Education and Energy, let
alone other agencies.
Instead, all we are offered is
the Gingrichian balanced-
budget amendment which
not only slows the reform pro-

money is gold. Why does no
Republican leader call for re-
turn to the gold standard, a
truly free market money?
Thereis an acid test that ev-
ery reader can apply for him-
self for the next two years,
about the Republicans in
Congress, be they the Doles
or the Gingriches. Ateach stage
forget the rhetoric and ask
yourself: what did they do?

cess to a crawl of many years | Did the Republicans, did the
through the amendment pro- | conservative Republicans, sin-
cedure, but is also an unen- | glyortogetheractually reduce,
forceable hoax and a sham. | substantially and sharply, the
Why can't Gingrichand Dole | scopeand impact of Big Gov-
avoid this posturingandsimply | ernment? Did they roll back—
present their own balanced | really roll back—the power
budget thiswinterasanaltem- | of Washington, D.C., over
ativetoClinton’s? Becausethey | yourlivesand your property?
too favor Big Government I should emphasize that I
and centralized don’t believe
power in Wash- that all is hope-
ington, D.C, - less, or that we
thagt’s why. Any Serious might as well

Money: Any people’ S retire to some
serious people’s . island. On the
revolution [RUAYUAMIOA contrary, the
would dosome- good news is
thing to curb or WOllld do notonly that the
abolish the in- Something mass of the pub-
flationary gov- lichavebecome
———— {0 curb or fierce opponents
cartel, the Fed- . of government
eral Reserve. abolish the int%usion and
The American EEPeyaFal8)8] ary enemies of Le-
people are far viathan; the
more opposed government- good news is
to the Fed than bank also that some
are the Repub- anker of the freshmen
licrat elites, who C artel. Congressman
virtually wor- and Senators,
ship the Fed especially inthe

and whoever its chairman
happens tobe. The people not
only distrust and dislike the
Fed, they also believe cor-
rectly that the only genuine

House, are dedicated, fiery
right-wing populist conser-
vatives and libertarians, who
are true embodiments of the
November Revolution. They
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are beholden to their prin-
ciples and to their constitu-
ents, not to the perks and
power that might be handed
outby Newt Gingrich and his
cohorts. Many of them only
became Republican candi-
dates because the party elite
had no idea that they would
win There are many hard-
core paleos in Congress, and
other sympathizers who are
open to persua-
sion, either by
conviction or
because they
realize that this
is what their
constituents
demand. One
of the leading
Republicans in
the Senate, for
example, was
converted
against GATT
by reading the
Mises Institute’s
sparkling book-
let, The WTO
Reader. Such

1If the Re-
publicans
don’t get
with the
Revolution,

they will
follow Slick
Willie into
the ashcan

of the income tax and of the
Federal Reserve. A promising
young newcomer to the House
is the Texan Steve Stockman,
who, with very little morey,
toppled the powerful liberal
Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Jack Brooks. Stockman,
who featured a poster
“FIGHT CRIME, SHOOT
BACK,” stressed three mag-
nificent themes in his cam-
paign: (1) an
accountant, he
has dedicated
himself to the
abolition of the
dread Internal
Revenue Ser-
vice; (2) he
hammered
away at Brooks's
sellout to the
gun-control
forces in voting
for the ban on
“assault” weap-
ons; and (3) he
played on TV,
over and over
again, spots of

impact can be JE818 hlstory the Janet Reno-
multiplied BATF holocaust
many-fold. ' of the Branch

Of the many worthy fresh- | Davidians at Waco, inter-

man in the House, two canbe
singled out. One is Jack Met-
calf, a new Representative
from Washington State. I have
met Jack several times. A
former State Senator, Metcalf
is a veteran paleo-libertarian
activist, an Old Rightist
champion of the Tenth
Amendment and strict con-
stitutional government, a
knowledgeable advocate of
the free-market gold stan-
dard, and an implacable foe

spersed with Rep. Brooks’s
cruel pronouncement: “those
people got what they de-
served.” No Jack, you got
what you deserved on No-
vember 8.

The important thing now is
for the mass of the public not
to be lulled, not to think that
the war is over, now that
Gingrich has been elected,
and that we all might as well
go home. Onthe contrary, the
first battle has been won, but

many others remain in this
glorious but protracted strug-
gle. The next vital step is to
keep alert, study the continuing
record of this Congress, and
to keep putting the pressure
on the Republican party and
its elites. In short, to help the
paleo-type populists in the
House and Senate, the mili-
tant backbenchers and their
sympathizers, to assist them
in putting pressure on the re-
luctant elites of their own
party. Keep their feet to the
fire; rever let up. And let us
all remind the new Masters of
the Universe, in their arro-
gance, that what the people
have given them, the people
can and will take away. They
have two years to put up, to
shape up or be shipped out.
And if a threat of a viable third
party, whether Perotvian or
some other, begins to loom
large for ’96, so much the bet-
ter. If Slick Willie and his rot-
ten collectivists gang are
doomed, as it certainly ap-
pears, great. It couldn’t have
happened to a more deserving
crew. But the Republicans
should be constantly put on
notice that, if they don’t get
with the Revolution, they will
soon follow Slick Willie into
the ashcan of history. |

King Kristol
by M.N.R.

OnNovember 8, the Amer-
icanpeople carried througha
mighty and glorious revolution
against Big Government and
its embodiment in King Wil-
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