
But when it came to free enter- 
prise, there was no compromise: it 
must not stop at the border. “Unre- 
stricted competition is essential to 
economic freedom,” he wrote. “In- 
deed, it can be said that competition 
is freedom, as distinct from the per- 
sonal attribute of liberty.” In an “ad- 
vancing civilization the objective 
with regard to the market will al- 
ways be the removal of restrictions 
to trade.” 

But Morley doubted that busi- 
nessmen would be the best defend- 
ers of the market. Too often, they 
“have worked openly and surrepti- 
tiously for high tariffs and other gov- 
ernmental favors.” As an example, he 
cites the industrial protectionism of 
the 19th century. 

The preeminent economic theo- 
rist of the Old Right was Henry 
Hazlitt. Kicked out of The Nation 
because he opposed FDR’s fascist 
National Recovery Act, he was made 
editor of The American Mercury by 
H.L. Mencken. During the heyday 
of Keynesianism, Hazlitt thrilled the 
free-market right with his column in 
Newsweek. He was also second to 
none in his hatred of government 
intervention, including protection- 
ism and economic nationalism. 

Hazlitt’s Economics In One 
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Lesson, still in print after fifty years, 
devotes two chapters to the fallacies 
of protectionism and subsidized ex- 
ports. As Hazlitt demonstrates, “The 
tariff-though it  may increase 
wages above what they would have 
been in the protected industries- 
must on net balance, when all occu- 
pations are considered, reduce real 
wages.” 

There were Old Rightists who 
worried about free international 
trade. Toward the end of his life, 
essayist Garet Garrett 
came to favor closed 
borders-to both im- 
ports and exports-be- 
cause he worried about 
the war potential of 
forcing foreign con- 
sumers to buy U.S. 
products. At the same 
time, big business 
never had a greater 
champion than Garrett. 
A biographer rightly 
called him “Profit’s 
Prophet.” 

Current restric- 

the day. These days, you never 
know. One day it’s hard journalism 
that the front page wouldn’t run. The 
next it’s detailed treatises on man- 
agement practices that trade publi- 
cations wouldn’t accept. 

But surely the looniest piece 
ever run on this page appeared un- 
der the title “The Spirit of Technol- 
ogy” by Tom Mahon (who “writes 
from the San Francisco Bay area”) 
and illustrated by an atom with a 
halo. What is this piece about? The 

Is it my 
imagination, or 

is the Wall 
Street Journal’s 

op-ed page 
getting loopier 

by the day? 

tionist trade theories in the conser- 
vative movement therefore are not 
those of the Old Right. Their intel- 
lectual legacy is more likely British 
mercantilism. 

The Old Right saw Britain’s in- 
fluence on American foreign policy 
as entirely pernicious. And we can 
add to Albion’s litany of crimes, her 
influence on our economic po1icy.o 

The Haloed 
Atom 
by L.H.R., Jr. 

s it my imagination, or is the Wall 
Street Journal’s o p e d  page get- I ting loopier by the day? It was 

once a page of some consequence, 
actually airing opinions on events of 

technological ur- 
gency of overthrow- 
ing old religions and 
replacing them with 
a new conception of 
God. 

“When the en- 
slaved Hebrews of 
Egypt, the downtrod- 
den slaves of imperial 
Rome, the dispos- 
sessed widows and 
orphans of 7th-cen- 
tury Arabia, and the 
‘untouchables’ of 
Sid-dhartha’s India 

were suffering in mind and body, they 
evolved a spiritual response appro- 
priate for their time and circum- 
stances,” says Mr. Mahon. The result 
was “the Bible, the Koran, the Vedas, 
the Gita, the Tao te Ching, and the 
teachings of Confucius and Buddha.” 
All of them equal, of course. 

Back then, the author contin- 
ues, when the world was “flat, static, 
agricultural, and largely illiterate,” 
these books were a “godsend.” But 
nowadays their “cultural contexts” 
have “been largely superseded.” 
Why? Because now we have the 
“atom smasher, the gene machine, 
the digital computer and psychoac- 
tive drugs”-uh oh-and “we ma- 
nipulate matter, life, mind, and 
mood today in way we thought only 
God could do 50 years ago.” 

But wait, there’s more: “Until 
such time as the leaders of the 
world’s religious traditions can tran- 
scend their cultural and dogmatic 
differences, it falls to like-minded 
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people to evolve a spirituality appro- 
priate for our time.” 

Mr. Mahon has taken on the 
task of “evolving” a new religion all 
by himself. And he has even pre- 
sented his conclusions-the whole 
of his new religion for our new 
time-right here on the Wall Street 
Journal’s op-ed page! 

To think, in the old days,  
religion was transmitted by hard 
work and conversion, copying of 
manuscripts, catechism classes, re- 
flection of the world’s great schol- 
ars, ecumenical councils. But in the 
age of the atom smasher, we only 
need a dollar newspaper to get our 
doctrine. Here are Mr. Mahon’s con- 
clusions about our new religion: 

“True spirituality is an exquis- 
ite awareness of the interconnection 
of all things.” After all, what is what 
we call “God” but “the connection 
of connections, the network of net- 
works, the bond of all bonds.” After 
all, the word “God” is just an “Old 
English word meaning ‘the good’.’’ 

“Instead of picturing God as a 
medieval monarch on a marble 
throne, imagine God as the living 
awareness in the space between the 
atoms.” This way we can get “past 
some of the great theological divides 
of the past.” This way, “when we 
pray, it’s not so important how we 
bend our knees or fold our arms. The 
life of the spirit has less to do with 
angularity of our limbs and more to 
do with the straightness of our 
hearts .” 

One can tolerate, maybe, such 
rambling from a college student who 
just sat through his first “philoso- 
phy of religion” class, and even then 
only if it were designed to fool his 
left-wing professor. (More likely, it 
would be the result of those “mood 
altering drugs” Mr. Mahon thinks 
are so wonderful.) But what can we 
say when a grown adult, a man “who 
has spent 25 years writing” about 
engineering, blabs on like this? 
More importantly, we can be said 
about the neocon newspaper that 
holds it up for our approval?o 

Mark Your Calendar for 
the 1996 RRR Conference 

on “The American 
Political Scam” 

h, yes. “Government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people.” If only those weren’t three A different groups ! 

We once had a free republic that respected individual 
rights, local rights, states rights, and business rights. To- 
day, despite the democratic myth, the people do  not rule 
in America, but are oppressed. 

The majority is tyrannized by a D.C. minority that 
not only “eats out our substance,” in the words of the 
Declaration of Independence, but sends our sons and 
daughters to kill and be killed in the wars of empire. It 
subverts free enterprise, and erects the corporate state. 
It enforces the evil of egalitarianism. It pollutes our civi- 
lization. 

Join us for the fifth annual RRR conference, Octo- 
ber 25-26, 1996, at the Villa Hotel in San Mateo, Cali- 
fornia, as we consider one of the major props of this en- 
tire process: the rotten U.S. political system, its fables 
and fable writers, its string pullers and those whose 
strings are pulled, and how-just maybe-we can snip a 
string or two. 

If you’ve attended an RRR conference, you know 
there are no sacred cows (or pigs!). With our famous 
political incorrectness, we’ll expose the ruinous racial, 
sexual, and ethnic-bloc influences in American politics. 

Phone 1-800-325-7257 to pre-register for $195, and 
save $30. Hotel rooms are only $69 a night, and we’ll 
make the reservations for you. Included in the price are 
two gala receptions, a festive luncheon, and a magnifi- 
cent banquet. Our speakers include: 

Paul Gottfried, Lew Rockwell, Joe Sobran, 
JoAnn Rothbard, Ron Paul, Michael Levin, 
Hans Hoppe, Ralph Raico, George Resch, 

Burt Blumert, Justin Raimondo, David Gordon 
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