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The World of Rare Books 
By P''REDERICK M. ]^.^KI^ 

U r X T I N G B I G G A M E 

VF,R\ ' few boi.)kst'Ucr^ in a ji"rnci\Lti<jn 
have the distinction of ownini; a copy 

of the Gutenberg- Bible, the f.rst book to 
be pr inted f r o m movable type. I'he ap -
}>earance oi a co})y in tlie book marke t is 
an event in which collectors the wcjrld over 
are interested. T h e story of the experience 
of E d w a r d Goldston, a Loncion iDookseller, 
who went book hunting- ami brouf,'-ht this 
greatest of all books home, is told in a 
personal letter f r o m -\\ hich we pr in t the 
fo l lowing p a r a g r a p h s : 

"On the 6th day of J u l y I first heard 
that a Gutenberg Bible was in the marke t 
and I expected to see it in Cologne . T h e 
next morning I left London and on reacii-
ing C'ologne was surprised to hear that I 
had still another day's jou rney to make be
fore I could see it. I made up my mind 
to go after it, and next day went to Vienna 
where I heard tha t it was still fo r ty miles 
away at the M e l k Monas te ry . 

"As soon as I a r r ived at the monastery 
I inspected the book and determined at all 
costs to possess it. T h e price demanded 
was h igh, but considering the beauty and 
rar i ty of the book, I at once fixed the con
tract price and left for London to mak'-
the a r rangements about the cash. For
tunately this was not a difficult mat ter and 
af ter only a few hours in London I left 
again for Vienna. Wi th in a fo r tn igh t I 
was back again in London with the two 
volunies of the Gutenberg Bible in n-iy pos
session. 

"Ti ie copy belonged to the famous Mc lk 
Monastcrv where it has been treasured for 
300 years and is still clean and in perfei-t 
condit ion, and is ful ly described in 
Schuenke ' s supplementarv \ 'o lume to the 
" G u t e n b e r g 42 Line Bibles" published bv 
Tnsel Ver l ag of Leipzig. Several difficul
ties presented themselves on account of the 
authori t ies in Vienna not wishing to let tlu-
copv leave the country as it wa"; much 
better than the one in the Vicuna Nat iona l 
Lil-irar\'i with -\\-hieh T compared mv copv 
page for page . Ho^ve\'er, I succeeded in 
car rv ing rey treasure home and am the 
oroud possessor of the one book in the 
'•world which a real bookseller would like 
most to own. 
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A M Y LO-\VEl,L AS C O L L E C T O R . 

I N tile current number of T/ie Book Col
lector's (Juarierlv Ernest Dressel N o r t h 

tells of near ly th i r ty years ' acquaintance 
wi th A m y Lowel l as a pa t ron of his book
shop,. F r o m this article we take the fo l 
l o w i n g jx i ragraphs : 

" I t was in a spacious, wel l - l i t p a r l o r in 
the Hotel Vendome, Boston, in the win ter of 
i S g ^ , that I first met A m y Lowel l . She 
was iust about twenty years of age wi th 
fresh complexion and br i l l iant eyes. H e r 
knowledge at that t ime w-as vast and posi-
t i \ e . T h e onlv book that I recal l sel l ing 
was a first edition of Dickens ' "P i ckwick 
P a p e r s . " 

" I made three other visits to her de
l igh t fu l home at Brookl ine , each time to 
have a cup of tea and sit before an open 
fire wi th a b laz ing welcome to ta lk about 
au tographs , books, and authors . H e r read
ing and her knowledge covered a vast 
range . H e r knowledge of her own wants 
was verv pl)siti^•e. I recall many instances 
when she refused books and autograj ihs not 
because thev were too costiv but because 
thev were onlv "near g rea t . " 

"AiiKing the notable English and Amer 
ican authors that she collected were the 
f o l l o w i n g : Arno ld , Bronte , B r o w n i n g , 
Diekii is , Elii.t, Goldsmith , H a r d y , H a w -
tho ine , Hun t , Keats , Kingsley, K i p l i n g , 
L a m b , I.andiir, Rossetti, Tennyson , and 

W o r d s w o r t h . A m o n g the noted fore ign 
wri ters : Balzac, B:u-bey, Beraldi , Coppee , 
de M asset, Fenelon, Goethe, Huysmans , 
Pasctd, Rousseau, V'erlaine, and Vol ta i re . 

" A m o n g her most prized treasures was 
rlr- orii^inal mamiSLJ-i]it of Charles Lamb's 
i \ i l l known ess:iy, 'Grace Before M e a t ' 
^\ritten on eight pages fol io which was 
sent to the Lojuloii Ma^a'z'nie in 1^21, 
signed 'Eliti ' in three places and addressed 
to Messrs. T a y l o r & Hessey. T h i s she used 
to sliow with keen ck-lijht to her \ i s i t o r s . " 

T H E M U S E E B A L Z A C S A V E D . 
P J ^ R O M Par is comes tlie re)iort that the 
-*- house in \vhich Balzac lived at 47 Hue 
Kaynouard , Passy, at the French Capi ta l , 
f rom 1842 to 1848 and in which he wro te 
many no\-els, inc lud ing "Cousin Bet ty , " 
"Cousin P o n s " and " M e r c e d e t , " has been 
sa\-ed f rom tlestruction bv a New "Vork 
bookseller, Gabriel Wells . In recent years 
the liouse was filled with mementoes of the 
Fretich no\-elist, and has been mainta ined 
as the Musee Balzac by the Societe H o n o r e 
de Balzac, but as the society did not feel 
able to buy and preserve it, its o-w'ners had 
decided that it must be removed to make 
room for improvements . 

Gabriel Wel ls , who has been spending 
some weeks in Par is , learned of the danger 
of losing the Musee Balzac and at once, 
so it is said, subscribed 50,000 francs to 
buy the bu i ld ing , at the same t ime in
f o r m i n g the society that it could d raw upon 
him for a l a rge r sun-i if necessary to acquire 
the propert ) ' . His action aroused grea t 
enthusiasm a m o n g French collectors and 
l i terary men. A n d r e Chancerel , t reasurer 
of the Balzac Society, said: " T h e action 
of M r . Wells in l eap ing—tha t is the a p 
propr ia te w o r d — t o the rescue of the house 
of Balzac is a very handsome one, and the 
entire w o r l d of French letters appreciates 
it at its t rue value. But for us, the Balzac-
ians, so numerous in the land of France and 
on the v o u n g soil of the United States and 
th roughou t the w o r l d , w h a t wi l l not be 
our a p p r e c i a t i o n ? " 

N O T E A N D C O M M E N T . 
' I ' H E first edition of the poems of Edna 

-*- Dean Proc to r wi l l be published by 
H o u g h t o n Mifflin Company this Fa l l . 

.?« ..^ ' 

A b ib l iography of the first editions of 
the works of Maur ice B a r i n g by Leslie 
Chaundrv has just been published by Du-
l:ui and Co., Ltd. , of London . Desmond 

M a c C a r t h y writes an in t roduct ion . T h e 
edition is l imited to 250 copies. 

Danie l C. Haskel , has compiled for the 
N e w Y o r k Publ ic Library a "Check-Lis t 
of E a r l y Engl ish P r in t ing , 1471;-1640, in 
the New \"ork Public L ib ra ry , " the 
first par t of which, ( A to D y k e ) 
appears in the current number of 
the Bulletin. T h e p r in t ing of the 
list at this t ime conies in res})onse to 
a request f r o m A. W . P o l l a r d fo r help 
in connection -ivith the Union List of E a r l y 
Engl i sh P r i n t i n g which he is p r e p a r i n g fo r 
the Bib l iographica l Society. 

T h e fou r th semi-annual vo lume of The 
Fleuron, edited in E n g l a n d by Ol iver 
Simon and jiublished in this count ry by the 
Chaucer Head Bookshop at 52 West 47th 
Street, has just been received and contains 
articles of grea t interest to collectors. 
Freder ic W a r d e , fo rmer ly of the Pr ince
ton Universi ty Press and n o w associated 
•with Stanley M o r r i s o n in London, con
tr ibutes a va luable art icle on Bruce Rogers 
accompanied wi th a check-list of Rogers 's 
books which have been signed wi th his name 
or initials. T h i s list covers M r . Rogers ' s 
w o r k for th i r tv years. 

The Salad Bowl 
T h e r e are no very definite conclusions as 

to wha t T h e Novel is. So tangled has the 
question n o w become that I fancy that if 
you were to present a gent leman f rom 
M a r s , w h o had a hea l thy interest in E n g 
lish l i te ra ture , wi th a page of M r s . Vir 
ginia W o o l f ' s " Jacob ' s R o o m , " a free verse 
by Miss Ed i th Sitwell , and one of M r . 
Pearsal l Smith 's " T r i v i a , " he would be puz
zled to name the one of these three be
longing to the genre of the novel . 
— H u g h W a l p o l e , in a lecture on T h e 
Engl i sh Novel at Cambridge Universi ty, 
1925 . 

•3 ^ 

E v e r y t h i n g is obvious, the diction mere 
common]>lace. T h e rhy thm is that of a 
rock ing horse, and the sentiment mere 
sugar . But wha t a rel ief! W h a t a relief 
to hax'C escaped fo r once frotn le mot fro-
fre, f rom subtle e laborat ion of diction and 
metre , f r o m complicated states of mind, and 
al l the p ro found obscurities of Shakesp'""-" 
and M r . T . S. El io t . 
— F r o m Lvtton Strachey's address on 

Po))e. 

COUNTER ATTRACTIONS 
NEW & OLD BOOKS COLLECTORS' ITEMS PRINTERS & BINDERS :: WRITERS' SERVICES 

Sino;le insertion rate; 6 cents a word 

BARGAIN OFFERS 

,^,REAT 2o9c CASH-DISCOUNT SALE 
during July and August. Our entire stock of 
choice books in all lieids of Literature, Art and 
Science, including unsold items in our last 
catalogue (mailed free upon request), offered 
at a cash discount of 2 0 % . An unusual op
portunity for all book lovers. Dauber & Pine, 
Inc., 83 Fourth A\enue, New York. 

NEW UOOK BARGAINS: The first price 
given on the following items is the publishers, 
ours follows. Van Loon, Story of the Bible, 
$5.oo-$2,50i Wells, Short History of the World, 
$4.oo-$2.50i Stevenson, Famous Crimes and 
Criminals, $3.00-$!.50; Lawrence, Sea and Sar
dinia, $5.oo-$3.5oi Robert Frost, North of Bos
ton, $2.oo-$i.ooi Lomer, Writing of Today, 
2.00-65cj Lear, Nonsense Book, complete with 
original illustrations, $2.00-$ 1.00. Send in your 
order today, allowing 10 pe. cent for postage. 
Ask for our bargain catalog of new books at 
reduced prices, Woodworth's, 1311 East 57th 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

YOUR BOOK MONEY BUYS TWICE-AS-
MUCH, FROM SEIFFERS, NATIONAL 
BOOKSELLERS. 4 stores. Mall Order Dept. 
Lowest prices quoted, all books, new, used. 
Discounts to Libraries, Clubs, Bargain Cata
logues mailed Free. 832 Westchester Ave., 
New York. 

RARE EDITIONS 

RARE BOOK CO., 99 Nassau St., New York, 
dealers In old historical books, Christian Sci
ence literature, old laws, autographed letters. 
Catalogues furnished. 

FIRST EDITIONS. Books by and about 
Walt Whitman. Good literature at modest 
prices. Monthly catalogues issued. Oxford 
Book Shop, Alfred T. Goldsmith, 42 Lexing
ton Ave., at 24th Street. 

FIRST E D I T I O N old and *rarc booki. 
M. E. Northwall, 641 Peters Trust BIdg., 
Omaha, Nebr. 

ANCIENT AND MODERN BOOKS. In
teresting catalo '̂UL" of Books from 15th to 20th 
Century, mailed ircz on application. Howes 
Buok.seller, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England. 

AMERICAN ' ICRF REGISTER and Sport
ing Magazine, volume 15, 1844, also the fol
low in:; nunilHT; or the engravings,—Vol. IV, 
OctobcT 1^3-, Indians ^^athering wild-rice. 
April I L)_; ^, " rim oil on."—Volume VII, June 
I ̂ 36, "Tramp"—\'u]ume \ 'J1I. November 
iN;(i "Fck"'—\ uiumc XIV. April 1843, ''Grey 
Eagle,'' J.inuj ry 1843, "Fashion." 

Memorials >ji the Discovery and Early Settle
ment, of tiie lJi.-niiudas, by Sir J . H. Lefroy, 2 
\uls. LunJon i '6-;• y-yc). 

Dnwn the West Branch by Capt. C. A. J . 
Farrar. 

Heroes anil 1 lei"oincs of the Grand National. 
TJie Acadia:i> in Sung and Story, Ficklin. 
In Acadia, Fi^-kllii, Nevv- Orleans, 1893. 
"'File Rock Flncjr of Intermont Plains of the 

.AITLI Regii;ns" \ v Charles Rollins Keves, pub. 
in IJuiietln of Cieological Society of Aincrica, 
\ nl . I y, 1908 . 

WRITERS' SERVICE 

MANUSCRIPTS CRITICIZED, Revised, 
Typed; Advice as to markets, Twenty-ive 
years as writer, editor, publisher. Circular on 
request. Also catalog thirty text-books for 
writers. James Knapp Reeve (Founder aad 
former editor of The Editor) 3 Alex Bldg., 
Franklin, Ohio. 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 

FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, GERMAN 
books. Our stock is most complete. Send for 
catalogue stating language desired. Schoenhof's, 
387 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 

LANGUAGES 

SPECIALISTS 

WE SPECI.ALIZE in furnishing books for 
fixed monthly or yearly sums to persons any
where in the world. Suggestions for reading 
based on individual needs or wishes made with
out charge. Circular without obligations. The 
.Arnold Company, Equitable Building, Balti
more. Md. 

THE NORTH NODE, an Occult Book Shop, 
114 East 57th St. Rooks on Occultism, Mysti
cism, Metaphysics, Astrology, The Kabbalah, 
Tlie Tarot, Hermetics, Alchemy, Symbolism, 
The Rosicruclans, Theosophy, Comparative Reli
gions, Ancient Civilization, Mythology, Folk
lore, and kindred subjects—old, rare and out-
of-print, new and contemporary. 

LIST OF RARE LINCOLN items sent on 
request. M. H. liriggs, 5113 Timbark Ave., 
Chicago. 

"SOUNDINGS," "DRUMS"—$2.00 each. 
Soifer, 1244 Clay Avenue, New York. 

WORLD-ROMIC SYSTEM, MASTERKEY 
to all languages. Primers, $1.94; Chinese, 
French, Spanish, Alphagams, 30c. Dictonaries, 
$1.98. Languages, 8 West 40th, New York. 

GENERAL ITEMS 

BOOKS REVIEWED in this issue sent post 
free anywhere. Special attention to kinsprits. 
Greenwich Village Book Shop, 4 Christopher 
St., New York City. Spring 8416. 

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS, current book» 
of English and American fiction, poetry, drama, 
criticism, art, essays, can now be procured from 
Eugene Pell, 1203 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

MAX N. MAISEL, 424 GRAND STREET, 
NEW YORK. The first bookstore in New 
York (Established 1893) to discern the oncom
ing of an American intelligentsia and to gather 
and carry the best collection of good books for 
the intellectual reader. 

EVERY BOOK IN CREATION. Pratt, 161 
Sixth Ave., New York. 

SEND FOR CATALOGUE of most inter
esting books in the world. Dr. French, 2407 
Seventh Avenue, New York City. 

POETRY; BARGAIN LIST of Shelf-Worn 
and second hand stock, free. Woodworth's Book 
Store, 1311 E. 57th St., Clilcago. 

" T H E WORLD AT M I D N I G H T " contain! 
each month our unusual catalogue of odd and 
strange books, autographs, prints and literary 
curiosities. Open Book Shop, 58 West Wash
ington, Chicago. 

CURRENT ENGLISH BOOKS. The HoUi-
day Bookshop, 10 West 47th St., New York. 

PLACE TO WRITE—For Rent—furnished or 
unfurnished. First floor private house. Three 
rooms, bath, kitchenette, fireplace, private en
trance. One hour from Grand Central. Tele
phone PleasantvIUe 507 M, or write Box 213, 
Hawthorne, New York. 

Lewis' T H E MONK, $4.50; D'Annunzio'» 
FLAME OF LIFE, $1.75. Gotham Book Mart, 
51 West 47th Street (Bryant 5812). 

CONDOR'S BOOKSTORE, 65 Fifth Ave 
Scarce items. Biggest bargains in New York. 
Come in. Catalogue ready. 

BOOKS ON EVERY PHASE of American 
History; genealogy; local history. Catalogs on 
request. The Cadmus Book Shop, 312 West 
34th Street, New York. 

MAPS, A N C I E N T —beautifully colored, 
many sizes. Prices range from $2.00 to $15.00 
each. Gotham Book Mart, 51 West 47th Street 
(Bryant 5812). 

OUT-OF-PRINT 

OUT-OF-PRINT books on all subjects quick
ly supplied at lowest cost. We also specialize 
in first editions, rare items, genealogies, maga
zines, English books, etc. No charge or obliga
tion for this service. Announcements f r e ' , 
AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE, Dept. 5 i6 , 
500 Fifth Ave., New York. Longacre 10435. 
(Largest exclusive out-of-print specialists in the 
world.) 

"TELL US YOUR BOOK TROUBLES." 
Books out of print searched for gratuitoudjr. 
GInsburg's Bookshop, 1823 Pit>m Ave., Brook-
lun, N. Y. 
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A NATIONAL FIGURE 
STEPS FORWARD 

September 
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M A G A*Z I N E 

.^^\ 
Ry DR. H A R R Y EMERSON FOSDICK 

TiiunJct <1Q ihc Left Ch.nufh." 

Tlitse Amcncsn Men Riki,^ IfVj 

Slioiild Mjtragc Dc Monoionous? . . . U:-, SUyo 

Thf AiJiloiurk Wc5i i^,.(iwim( 

Moidcrof Pjr!ijm(.nt5 . , . . , . . Hqhm U<> 

Mrs Abrjhjm Ljntoln C^mJ,,! B 

SocaUsm jnil rJuiJtion C c a V R, 
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HARPER'S MAGAZINE Celebrates Its 75th 
Anniversary with a Brilliant New Program 

The September number — out today — brings a NEW Harper's Maga
zine. Changed in physical appearance and animated by a vigorous devel
opment in editorial pohcy, this national institution takes the most impor
tant step in its career. 

The forecast for the coming year assures the best in fiction and an infinite 
variety of stimulating and authoritative articles upon the most significpTi+ 
aspects of this astonishing era. 

Two features of the utmost importance begin in September. Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, the most compelling and vital force in the cause of re
newed religious activity, creates a monthly department — R E L I G I O N 
AND LIFE. Not sermons, but the application of religion to everyday 
life. 

I fU Christopher Morley's new novel, THUNDER ON THE LEFT, put: 
^ the top of contemporary writers. Of incredible beauty and heart-break

ing comedy, it is a masterpiece of which you will be proud to say, years 
hence, "I read it when it first came out in HARPER'S." 

In the September Number 
Religion and Life Thunder on the Left 

by Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick by Christopher Morley 

These American Men Mother of Parliaments 
by Rebecca West by Stephen Leacock 

Should Marr iage Be Monotonous? Socialism and Education 
by Elton Mayo by Bertrand Russell 

The Aristocratic West The N e w Fight for Old Liberties 
by Katharine Fullerton Gerould by Oswald Garrison Villard 

Stories BY ALDOUS HUXLEY, W. D. STEELE, etc. Poems BY EDNA ST. VINCENT MILLAY, etc 

CHRISTOPPIER MORLEY 

Thunder on the Left 

" - ' ^ — — - / A N N I V E R S A R Y OFFER"* •~^~ 

Harper and Brothers, SR 
49 East 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 

I wish to take advantage of your Anniversary 
Offer of Harper's Magazine for one year for $3.00, 
beginning with September. Please bill me for that 
amount. (Or, I am enclosing check.) 

Nam-e .-

Address , 

Harpers 
M A G A^Z I N E 

Forty-Nine East Thirty-Third Street, New York 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


