
374 THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE. DECEMBER 5, 1925 

Not "Gift Books" 
But Perfect Gifts 

One of the Most Distinguished 
Biographies of Recent Years 

A A R O N 
B U R R 

By SAMUEL H. WANDELL 
and MEADE MINNIGERODE 

"Undoubtedly one of the most spectacular biographies of 
the fall . . . extremely readable . . . the shooting full of 
holes of the reputation of many of his contemporaries will 
make this one of the most talked of biographies of years." 
—Chicago Tribune. Illustrated, Two Volumes. $10.00 

P E T E R 
T H E C Z A R 

By KLABUND 

"We who have been excited or enter­
tained by the Maurois life of Shelley, 
the Dubreton study of Samuel Pepys, 
the Harrington fiction of Byron and Nelson, may find in 
'Peter The Czar' this form of dramatic biography done 
with a master's distinction, a giant's artistry."—Laurence 
Stallings. Translated by George Herman Scheffauer. $2.00 

J U N G L E 
DAYS 

By WILLIAM BEEBE 

The author of "Galapagos" turns to 
his beloved jungles of British Guiana 
in these absorbing essays. "No writer 

of today can better depict the lives of the jungle-folk than 
William Beebe in words where cadence and color make the 
reading of them a dehght."—Saturday Review of Litera­
ture. Illustrated. $3.00 

S A M U E L " 
P E P Y S 

A Portrait in Miniature 

By J. LUCAS-DUBRETON 

"Biography like 'Ariel.' It recreates, 
and interprets with the vitality of the novel. M. Lucas-
Dubreton does us infinite service so graciously, so cunningly, 
and so humorously to revivify the memory of such an im­
memorial old rascal."—N. Y. Post. Illustrated. $2.50 

The Life and Times of 
C L E O P A T R A 

By ARTHUR WEIGALL 

For the first time the fascinating 
Egyptian is presented as a woman, a 
true wife, mother and lover. Illus­
trated, $5.00 

M A R I E 
A N T O I N E T T E 

By HILAIRE BEL^OC 

In this biography of the beautiful 

?ueen, Mr. Belloc has sensed to the 
uUest the brilliance and tragedy of 

her life. Illustrated. $5.00 

and don't forget the outstanding 
boy's and girl's book of the season 

DAVID GOES VOYAGING 
By DAVID BINNEY PUTNAM 

A twelve-year-old boy's own story of his marvelous adven­
tures in the Pacific with the Arcturus expedition. $1.75 

For sale at all booksellers or at the PUTNAM STORE 
2 West 45th Street 

New York G . P . P U T N A M ' S S O N S London 

Books of Special Interest 
Childe Hassam's Art 

T H E ETCHINGS AND DRYPOINTS 
OF CHILDE HASSAM. With an 
Introduction by Royal Cortissoz. Scrib-
ner's. 1925. 

Reviewed by FRANK J E W E T T M A T H E R , J R . 

B EFORE giving- his first exhibition of 
etchings, in 1923, Childe Hassam had 

been working on the copper for some 
thirty years. Thus we had instead of 
the usual piecemeal re%'elation of a talent 
a sudden and thrilling confrontation with 
a life-work. On inspection the thrill dim­
inished, for the etchings merely told US 
in a new idiom precisely what we already 
knew from Mr. Hassam's paintings. There 
was no such sense of surprise and of new 
understanding as one gets when he passes 
from the paintings of a Whistler or a 
Daubigny to their prints. There was 
instead a confirmation of Mr. Hassam's 
extraordinary athleticism in his ready 
mastery of a new and difficult discipline. 
We now have all his prints (238) care­
fully catalogued in beautiful form with 
appreciations by Royal Cortissoz and 
Pennell. Some fifty-odd halftone cuts are 
welcome memoranda of typical com.po-
sitions, but no one should take them as 
satisfactorily conveying the zest and pre­
cision of Mr. Hassam's workmanship. For 
that one should consult constantly the 
frontispiece, the original etching, Cos 
Cob, No. 32. 

t5* »5* 

The inunediate impression is of a skil­
ful and joyous craftsmanship in the ser­
vice of a rather slight gift for design. 
One feels an etcher of the type of La-
lanne. Mr. Hassam, however, usually 
ignores the linear tradition, for his theme, 
as in his paintings, is flickering light and 
dappling shadow. So the lines fuse into 
webs of shimmering tone after the fash­
ion of Whistler's "Doorway." Not but 
that the line can be expressive in its own 
right, catching with sure and summary 
indications the poise of a nude, the swirl 
of surf or tideway, the uprightness or the 
sagging of old buildings. In short his 
technical resourcefulness is amazing. His 
inventive resourcefulness is less so, but 
here scrutiny revises a too generalized first 
impression. Among numerous fine etch­
ings there are exceptionally a few fine 
inventions that take Mr. Hassam at his 
best out of that class of artists whose 
ability is merely professional. 

The best prints are mostly those of in­
habited places—old New England houses, 
churches, barns, fish-shanties, wharves, or 
bridges. Apparently Mr. Hassam's most 
complete affection and application are for 
such themes. We feel that his early paint­
ings of Paris, New York, and the Isles of 
Shoals are still his finest in mood, though 
technically he has surpassed them since. 
And among his prints of places those of 
Portsmouth, Gloucester, and East Hamp­
ton are not only most skilful but also 
magically invested with mood—real treas­
ures for the temperamental amateur. The 
toun-de-force, however, are in the Cos Cob 
series—such as the dock with tossing skiffs 
or the crinkled tide-way appropriately 
called "Old Lace"—marvels of delicate 
precision in touch of needle and of acid. 

The numerous figure subjects, including 
a long series of nudes by the sea, seem 
merely clever, and uninterestingly so. In­
doors or outdoors, Mr. Hassam lacks the 
gift of making his figures belong; they 
have an inserted quality. Yet even here he 
is capable of creating exceptionally a com­
position of such Fantin-like fascination as 
No. 150, "Summer." 

In short, when he is good he is very, 
very good, in etching as in painting, but 
too facile and prolific to be often at his 
best, possibly too much engrossed with his 
own talent to give himself generously to 
his theme. It is when the theme really 
hits him hard that we get a fine Hassam. 
To pick the one very fine print from the 
ten that are misleadingly good is ever the 
collector's delicate task. In the present 
instance he will find it rewarding. This 
record of what has been only a minor 
activity though in itself a substantial life-
work for an artist of weaker fibre, is im­
pressive from its sustained competence as 
it is precious for its occasional moments 
of inspiration. 

Largess 
T H E RED CORD. By T . G. SPRINGER. 

New York; Brentanos. 1925, $2. 

Reviewed by OLIVER HERFORD 

THERE are some communications that, 
like eggs, cannot possibly be broken 

gently, and this, which I am about to 
make public, is one of them. No amount 
of circumlocution will absorb the shock 
or soften the impact of the news that 
a publisher in this year of nineteen twenty 
five and this town of Manhattan is dis­
tributing largess in the shape of real 
coin to all who will accept it, without 
discrimination, without any hope of return 
and no questions asked. 

The actual face value of the coin-
errant with which Mr. Brentano—for that 
is the publisher's name—is playing ducks-
and-drakes, is of no consequence; it is 
the principle or rather the variation from 
principle that provokes our admiration. 
When Mr. Rockefeller at published inter­
vals bestows a dime upon an entire 
stranger it is not the amount of his larg­
ess that excites our wonder, indeed were 
it to be multiplied by ten or even a hun­
dred our wonder would still remain sta­
tionary. 

As a matter of fact the exchange value 
of the coin that will make Mr. Brentano 
preeminent among publishers to the end 
of time, is somewhere between one tenth 
and one eleventh of one cent. Some num­
ismatists rate the Chinese ventilated coin 
known as a cash as high as one fifth of a 
cent, but generosity is one thing and prodi­
gality quite another and in justice to Mr. 
Brentano I shall adhere to my own compu­
tation. 

Also there is a string to this largess 
of Mr. Brentano, but happily the string 
has no retrogressive tendency, it is no string 
in the vulgar, mercenary sense of the 
word, it is a Red Cord attached to a 
book of that name and looped through the 
Chinese coin serves to draw it into the 
hand of each and every purchaser of 
this delightful romantic novel by Mr. 
Thomas Grant Springer. It serves too 
as a book-mark for the use of such un­
fortunates as must for one reason or an­
other be compelled to lay the book down 
instead of finishing it at one sitting as I 
very nearly did. 

I have never, until Mr. Springer's book 
came into my hands, read a Chinese novel 
written in English. I have always felt 
that Chinese books should be written only 
in the Chinese language and read only by 
Chinamen and Chinawomen. 

But now I am convinced that all the 
Chinese novels should be written by Mr. 
Springer and read by everybody. 

Wo Loie, the heroine of the story is the 
Virgin Wife of . . . . but his name has 
escaped me . . . that is the only fault 
T have found with "The Red Cord'> . . . 
the Chinese names are not as Mr. Christo­
pher Morley would say, Chineasy to rem­
ember, and when the name begins with a 
syllable that sounds like an adverb such 
as So or Yet it becomes entangled in the 
syntax with a result that is oftentimes 
perplexing. 

Wo Loie (if I may be allowed to finish 
a sentence) is a most alluring little al­
mond-eyed Becky Sharp—and when I 
say almond-eyed I do not mean salted-
almond-eyed (whatever Mr. Morley may 
say). Wo Loie for all her mishaps never 
sheds a tear. I like her much better than 
Becky Sharp and I forgive her her wiles 
(one in particular that you will suspect 
but never know) because of her fortitude. 

There is a witty and erudite preface to 
"The Red Cord," written by John Luther 
Long, but it must not be read until the 
story is finished because Mr. Long has 
most indiscreetly hinted at the denouement 
and why should other readers be spared 
the suffering I endured (without a mur­
mur) in resisting the temptation to read 
the last page before I was quite come to it. 

The second series of the "Bibliographies 
of Modern Authors," published in se­
quence to the volume edited by Henry 
Danielson in 1921, has just been published 
in a limited edition of 750 copies. The 
American publisher is the R. R. Bowker 
Company. The second volume has been 
compiled and edited by C. A. and H. W. 
Stonehill, and includes full collations of 
the works of John Davidson, Ernest Dow-
son, Katherine Mansfield, Alice Meynall, 
Walter Pater, and Francis Thompson, in 
all 178 items of six authors. 
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A Selected 
List of DODD, MEAD Books That 

Are Outstanding 

The $13,500 Prize Novel 

W i l d G e e s e 

By MARTHA OS 1 ENSO 

"Start a new bookshelf with 
this splendid boolc. Martha 
Osteiiso takes her place with 
the half dozen storv-tellers 
who really count in America. 
Her novel has passion, sweep, 

forcefulness, richness of vitality, imagination and 
restraint, and a living American theme. "—Harry 
Hansen, Chicago Neivs. 6th large printing. $2.00 

R o m e o i n M o o n V i l l a g e 

By GEORGE BARR McCUTCHEON 

"There has always been a delif^htful streak of whim­
sicality in Mr. McCutcheon's books, but in this, his 
latest, he has given it full play. In fact, one punctu­
ates the reading with a series of chuckles and snorts 
and has a real good time."—fhiladetphia Ledger. 

$2.00 

T h e U n h u r r y i n g C h a s e 

By H. F. M. PRESCOTT 

"You who dream of Crecy and Agincourt, here is a 
story! No other chivalrous romance is equal to it." 
—Laurence StaUings in New York H^orld, $2.00 

T h e R e l u c t a n t I m p o s t e r 

By MURIEL H L \ E 

A high-spirited girl in English society attempts to 
live by her wits and is caught in a web of intrigue. 
A thoroughly exciting and appealing romance. $2,00 

W e l l i n g t o n 

By T H E HON. JOHN FORTESCUE 

The King's Librarian has drawn from countless 
manuscripts and private papers to give us a true 
and living picture of the great British figure. 
Illustrated. $3.00 

O c c i d e n t a l G l e a n i n g s 

By LAFCADIO HEARN 
Compiled by ALBERT MORDELL 

Practically all the essays in this new compilation are 
in book form for the first time, including the Ozias 
Midwinter letters. Valuable as fir.st edition material 
and a distinct contribution to American literature. In 
two volumes. $6.00 

L e s M i s e r a b l e s 

By VICTOR HUGO 

Mead Schaeffer visualizes the characters of the fa­
mous masterpiece in 12 full-page colored illustrations. 
Uniform with the Mead Schaeffer editions of ".Mobv 
Dick," "Omoo" and "Typee." $3.50 

T h e U n c o l l e c t e d W o r k s o f 

A u b r e y B e a r d s l e y 

This volume, uniform with the earlier editions of 
the artist's work, contains 160 drawings, manv in 
colotype. The text is by C. Lewis Hind. $15.00 

T h e P i c t u r e o f D o r i a n G r a y 

By OSCAR WILDE 

Wilde's masterpiece in a beautiful illustrated edition, 
with sixteen full-page illustrations and numerous 
decorations by Henry Keen. Uniform with "The 
Twilight of the Gods." $5,00 

E. BARRINGTON'S 
Classic Biographical Novels 

The ^,^^gB^ 
flH^H 
^^^H 

hp rn- ^-^^^^^1 
111 / \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of L a d y /A \ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Hamilton. \ ^ 

Uniformly bound with 
frontispiece. Boxed for h 

Glorious 

r Apollo 
f The life 

' and loves 
^̂ ^̂  of the poet 

/ Byron. 

end-papers and 
oliday giving. 

$2.50 each 

Our Polar Flight 

By ROALD AMUNDSEN and 
LINCOLN ELLSWORTH 

The story of the famous flight, the terrible hardships 
while stranded in the frozen North and the final 
rescue, vividly told in a book which will doubtless 
become one of the classics of Arctic exploration. 
With magn..icent photographs. $5.00 

On the Roof of the Rockies 

By LEWIS R. FREEMAN 

An account of an expedition into the Columbia Ice 
Field north of Banff and Lake Louise. A valuable 
contribution to the literature of American exploration 
and a thoroughly enjoyable book of magnificent scenes 
and exciting adventure. Strikingly illustrated with 
photographs. Regular edition $5.00 

Limited de luxe edition $10.00 

A Tropical Tramp with the Tourists 

By HARRY L. FOSTER 

The vagabond traveler takes a job as chaperon for 
some four hundred tourists on a de luxe cruise. His 
account of his experiences forms an entertaining 
story, chock-full of vivid description, character sketch 
and delightful anecdote. Illustrated. $3.00 

Here's Ireland 

By HAROLD SPEAKMAN 

"Here's Ireland indeed! It is an Ireland of byways, 
of quaint types and amusing adventures. It is also 
Ireland of Blarney Castle, of Yeats, of A. E. and 
dear, dirty Dublin—a rich, luscious slice of contempo­
rary Ireland."—New York Times. Beautifully illus­
trated. $3.50 

Courts and Countries 

By H. R. M., the Infanta Eulalia of Spain 
A unique book by a Royal personage of wide knowl­
edge and daring spirit, giving her opinions on Euro­
pean affairs. Illustrated. $3.50 

J A M E S G. H A R B O R D ' S 
Memories of the A. E. F. 

" R a n k s be ­
side N a p i e r 
in a l i t e r a ­
t u r e w h i c h 
yields g l o r y 
t o o n l y a 
f e w.''—AViv 
York Herald-
Tribune. 

L e a v e s F r o m 

"Frank, spicy 
a n d i m ­
m e n s e l y en-
t e r t a i n i n g . 
He is a de­
l i g h t f u l ra­
c o n t e u r . " 
—Philadet-
p/iia Inquirer. 

a r Diary 
"This book is so full of good things, set down 
with a Gallic gaiety sometimes and again in 
the spirit of the loyal soldier . . . not a dull 
paragraph anywhere. It can be commended as 
a book for all hours.''—New York Times. 
Illustrated. $5.00 

T h e G r e a t 

P a n d o l f o 

By 

WILLIAM J. LOCKE 

"The r e a d e r gets from 
every one of his narra­
tives a genuine a r t i s t i c 
satisfaction. There is hu­
mor in them, there is often 
emotion purged of senti­
mentality; and there is a generous, semi-spiritual in­
sight."—-Sa^uri/ay Review of Literature. $2.00 

T h e D r e a m - M a k e r M a n 

By FANNY HEASLIP LEA 

The imperial Marchesa vfho possesses a zest for life 
and an untarnished faith in high romance in spite of 
her sixty years, plays fairy-godmother to her lovely 
young secretary. $2.00 

T h u r s d a y ' s C h i l d 

By MARY WILTSHIRE 

"The story has dignity and is spaciously planned; a 
larger piece of work than the 'smart' schools of 
writers attempt."—TV. Y. Sun. $2.00 

T h e R e l u c t a n t D u c h e s s 

By ALICE DUER MILLER 

The spirited Jacqueline rebels when she learns hei 
marriage with the Duke was prearranged. A novel 
packed with thrills and laughter. $1.75 

T a l e s o f T h e L o n g B o w 

By GILBERT K. CHESTERTON 

A series of entertaining episodes illustrating popular 
sayings gives Mr. Chesterton opportunity to display 
his nimble wit and provocative thinking. $2.00 

T h e E v e r l a s t i n g M a n 

By GILBERT K. CHESTERTON 

A stimulating and provocative expression of Mr. 
Chesterton's very definite and constructive philosophy. 

$3.00 

T h e P o e t r y C u r e 

By ROBERT HAVEN SCHAUFFLER 

A most original and highly practical medicine chest 
of the best poetry from Chaucer to Millay arranged 
in the form of prescriptions for practically every 
ailment of mind and spirit. $2.50 

M y L i f e a n d M e m o r i e s 

By JOSEPH I. C. CLARKE 

For sixty years the author has been a familiar figure 
in New York life—as journalist, dramatist, poet and 
publicist. His memoirs depict with unusual vigor 
and charm persons and scenes in New York life of 
the brownstone era, so recently passed from view. 
Illustrated. $3.50 

P e n g u i n I s l a n d 

By ANATOLE FRANCE 

Anatole France's masterpiece, of biting satire, sym­
pathetically illustrated by Frank C. Pape. Uniform 
with "The Revolt of the Angels" and "At the Sign 
of the Reine Pedauque." $5.00 

DODD, MEAD AND COMPANY 
443-449 Fourth Avenue Publishers Since 1839 New York 
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