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Announcement 
The human touchy the strange 

things that happen to other people, 
the tragedies and comedies of life, 
not as imagined by the novelist, but 
as actually lived by the fortunate, 
adventurous few—there you have the 
stuff of which great books are made. 
Fate and fame and fortune have 
queer methods of operation. And 
here is the most enthralling kind of 
testimony. Colorful lives, pictur
esque experiences, queer tivists of 
circunutances—what thrilling read
ing they make! 

Alexander Woollcott found in the 
eventful life of one of Broadway's 
idols a story more 
colorful, more thrill
ing than fiction. 
T H E S T O R Y O F 
I R V I N G B E R L I N 
is the narrative of 
an ambitious East 
Side boy who roam
ed the Bowery and 
served drinks in a 
notorious Chinatown saloon when 
most boys of his age were in school. 
Untaught, he created melodies en
tirely his own, rhythms that set the 
pace in American song writing, and 
made the young composer the leader 
in the field at the age of thirty. 

$2.50 

* * * 
With two other Americans, Merian 

C. Cooper took part in one of the 
world's greatest 
natural dramas, 
a warlike tribe's 
d e s p e r a t e 
s t r u g g l e for 
existence. In 
G R A S S he 
vividly pictures! 
the sjilendid ad- j 
venture. Will
iam Beebe says: | 
"In this book 
Cooper presents the migration of the 
B a k h t i a r i tribe across terrible 
mountains and ghastly rivers of 
Persia — and splendidly crystalizes 
the sights and sounds and smells and 
feels of this astounding drama. In 
the telling Cooper's words and pic
tures are not the gossip and kodaks 
of an onlooking tourist, but have the 
direct touch of one of the very 
tribesmen." Elaborately illustrated 
with photographs taken by Ernest 
Beaumont Schoedsack. $2.75 

* • • 

In L I V E S A N D T I M E S , Meade 
Minnigerode retrieves from obscur

ity four fasci
nating figures 
of early Ameri
can l i f e a n d 
builds a pictur
esque b a c k -
ground of old 
Colonial d a y s 

with that amazing charm and skill 
which made "The Fabulous Forties" 
one of the season's most popular 
books. The characters are Stephen 
Jumel, Merchant, William Eaton, 
Hero, Theodosia Burr, Prodigy, and 
Edmotxd Charles Genet, Citizen. 

Illustrated, $3.50 

The distinguisihed English traveler 
Aubrey Herbert tells a rare tale of 
adventure in B E N K E N D I M . It 
is the glorious account of a modem 
hegira through the near east, touched 
with humor and vividly picturing the 
strange peoples encountered in their 
flight. With a foreword by Kermit 
Roosevelt. $4.50 

For sale at all booksellers or at 
PUTNAMS, 2 West ASth Street, 
just west of Fifth Avenue. 

a p. PUTNAM'S SONS 
New York London 

The New Books 
The books listed by title only m the classified list below are noted here as 

received. Many of them will be reviewed later. 

Art 
LANDSCAPE PAINTING FROM GIOT

T O T O T H E PRESENT DAY. By C. 
LEWIS H I N D . Vol. II. From Constable 

to the Present Day. Scribners. 1924. 
$8 .50 . 

In tracing the complexities of landscape 
painting of the past century Mr. Hind finds 
the divisions by Schwab and tendencies, 
which served him well in the first volume, 
inadequate and adopts a rough chronolog
ical grouping by nations and birthdays. 
Chronology makes strage bedfellov.-s; we 
have a chapter on Courbet, Harpignies, 
Bonvin, Fromentin, and Monticelli. With 
true journalistic knack, Mr. Hind bounds 
lightly between such incompatibles always 
alighting on his feet. Evidently the plan 
itself forbids anything like thorough and 
considerate criticism of tendencies. The au
thor is avowedly shy of generalizations and 
responsive to the individual artist and 
single picture. What we have is not a his
tory but a rapid running comment on some 
seven hundred modern landscape painters. 
The comment is always brisk and amusing, 
generally sensitive, and occasionally fine. 
We have to do with the hits and misses of 
a method essentially journalistic and should 
be grateful for a journalism that is rarely 
perfunctory and frequently enlightening. 

As a guide post book every good thing 
may be said of this. Mr. Hind is diligent 
and fastidious in choosing his artists and 
adroit in catching their more interesting 
aspects, skilful in the selection of illustra
tions. For the first time in a general survey 
he includes a fair representation of Ameri
can artists. And here it is odd that he 
omits that extraordinary handful of land
scapes of the late '60s by La Farge, which 
anticipate so much of Mr. Hind's beloved 
Lepage. They are in private collections, 
and should be better known. 

Towards everything that is grandstylish 
Mr. Hind is offish. Towards Delacroix, 
for example, he is positively condescending, 
an attitude it is hard to forgive. He fails 
to look at Watts's symbolism long enough 
to discover in their backgrounds some of 
the noblest abstract landscapes of all times. 
He inevitably undervalues the nobility of 
Harpignies and overvalues •he cheerful 
gaudiness of Matisse. He accepts the mod
ernists with a sort of blanket enthusiasm 
without discriminating the very various 
modernistic ideals. In short, as soon as he 
leaves the particular picture to treat an 
artist as a whole or a group of kindred 
artists, he has little to say and says it a 
bit at random. He is far excellence the 
gallery guide. 

All this goes with his honestly expressed 
preference for the lyric (the sketchy) over 
the epic (the pondered picture). Every 
critic has a right to his prejudices, and Mr. 
Hind has the grace and the humor not to 
present his own as virtues. At the risk of 
unamiability we may observe that he who 
values only the lyric and cultivates it too 
persistently to the exclusion of the graver 
forms is rather likely to land—where Mr. 
Hind does in rarer lapses—in the merely 
chipper. 

The book is of English make with an 
excellence in the half tone illustrations too 
rarely attained by the American cutmaker 
and printer. 

Belles Lettres 
W I T H SILENT FRIENDS: ESSAYS IN 

EVERYDAY PHILOSOPHY. Ry R I C H 
ARD KING. Small, Maynard. 1925-
$ 2 . 

The title of this work is a trustworthy 
guide to its character, though not to its 
merit. This is a series of short papers, 
reprinted from the London Tatler, and 
written under a pseudonym. In this coun
try they would probably have been syndi
cated, but they are immeasurably superior 
to the product of most of our home edition 
philosophers,—in sincerity and absence of 
cant, in practicality, and (though there is 
no parade of learning), in cultural back
ground. Perhaps "Mr. King" would not 
have been syndicated in our dailies, perhaps 
his lack of interest in the current theologies, 
moralities, and prejudices is too outspoken, 
and the doubt is stronger when one reflects 
that these essays were written in wartime. 

The book is not for the sophisticated, 
who might find it old stuff; for the merely 
sophisticated it betrays too much feeling, 
and they would sniff at its literary quality. 
It represents the reactions to war, the pres
ence of disabled soldiers, practical politics, 
the disappointments of the marriage state, 
growing old, city and country life, etc., of 
a man impatient of dogma, valuing- life 
and happiness, and saddened by the way 
both slip by us, applying to such problems 
his solid common-sense, humor, and not very 
skilful satire, and above all, that particular 
quality of imagination which gives insight 
into the small, daily, undramatic, avoidable, 
unhappinesses of ordinary persons. In so 
far as it appeals for a similar sympathy 
on the part of its readers it can hardly 
succeed, that quality being given, not 
achieved. Those who have it already, how
ever, can find some illumination here, and 
in other respects these discourses profess no 
more than they accomplish. 

A HISTORY OF FRENCH LITERATURE. By C. H. 
C. Wright. Oxford University Press. $3.50 

THE PEAL OF BELLS. By Robert Lynd. Apple-
ton. $2. 

PATRIOTISM IS NOT ENOUGH. By John Haynes 
Holmes. Greenberg. $2. 

LITERATURE AND REVOLUTION. By Leon Trot
sky. New York: International Publishers. 

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF SAMUEL BUTLER. 
Edited by Henry Festing Jones and A. T. 
Bartholomew. Dutton. 

THE STORY OF WILBUR THE HAT. By Hendrlk 
Van Loon. Boni & Liveright. $3.50. 

WITH SILENT FRIENDS. By Richard King. 
Small, Maynard. $2 net. 

Biography 
GRANDMOTHER TYLER'S B O O K . 

Edited by FREDERICK T U P P E R and 

H E L E N T Y L E R BROWN. Putnams. 1925. 

Lovers of quiet annals will find in these 
recollections of a New England woman 
whose memories covered the span of years 
from the Battle of Lexington to the end 
of the Civil War much to hold their inter
est. The daughter of parents whose birth 
and culture brought them into contact with 
the prominent men and women of the Revo
lutionary era, Mary Palmer Tyler saw 
move about her in her early days personali
ties whose names are written large in the 

(Continued- on next page) 

Sinclair Lewis* 

ARROWSMITH 
A SUCCESS IN ENGLAND! 

L O N D O N T I M E S : 
"A stirring epic quality in Sinclair Lewis' new novel. Easily the best work he 
has yet given us." 

M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N : 
"The book is an indictment and a warning. . . . I t is a stupendous perform
ance . . . of the class of 'Tono-Bungay. '" 

S P E C T A T O R : 
"Beyond doubt the best of Lewis' novels. Absorbing and illuminating on every 
page—packed with good work—the development, the comment, the portrayal of 
character is masterly, beyond praise. A dozen kinds of delight in it." 

D A I L Y E X P R E S S : 
"The book is a notable achievement." 

T H E E V E N I N G S T A N D A R D : 
"A master of irony and satire, he shows here that he can also handle tragedy." 

^th large printing $2.00 
Send for SINCLAIR LEWIS by Oliver Harrison. 10 Cents 

383 Madison Ave., 
New York Harcourt, Brace & Co., 

OUTSTANDING BOOKS 

POEMS FOR YOUTH 
By W I L L I A M R O S E BENfiT 

Chosen with an eye to color, sing
ing rvthm and dramatic power, 
this authology is a competent in
troduction to acquaintance with 
the development of this most 
vital of our national arts. More
over it is pleasantly flavored with 
the individuality of its compiler. 

$3.00 

TO FOLLOW SHORTLY 

POETS OF AMERICA 
By C L E M E N T W O O D 

Strong, vigorous, constructive com
ment on and criticism of the whole 
body of American poetry, brilliant
ly significant, as is to be ex-
expected from a critic of Mr. 
Wood's standing. 
To be published April 15. 

THE SHADOW OF 
THE GLOOMY EAST 
By 
F E R D I N A N D O S S E N D O W S K I 

America has not began to under
stand Russian character—hence 
this volume, showing the weight of 
her stifling superstition, of her old 
belief in malicious supernatural 
powers, in witchcraft, sorcery, etc. 

$3.00 

MRS. MEYNELL AND HER 
LITERARY GENERATION 
By A N N E KIMBALL T U E L L 

The New York Times refers to 
it as an "exceptionally penetrat
ing and discerning book . . . a 
book of rare qualities." $2.50 

CALLINICUS 
By J. B. S. H A L D A N E , 
Author of "Daedalus" 

A challenge to the humanitarians 
who think gas warfare more cruel 
than bayonets or shells. $1.00 

THE PASSING OF 
THE PHANTOMS 
By P R O F . C. J. P A T T E N 
On the evolution of morals 

Quite as stimulating as the earlier 
essays in the speculative an'd inter-
.pretive thought of the age in
cluded with these two vols, in the 
"To-day and To-morrow Series." 

$1.00 
Send for a list 

SEX AND CIVILIZATION 
By P A U L B O U S F I E L D , 
Author of "Elements of Practical 
Psychoanalysis," etc. 

A thorough overhauling of the 
comparative qualities of the sexes 
in the light of modern scientific 
evidence, with reference to its 
bearing upon education. $5.00 

DUTTON NOVELS 

THE DOOM WINDOW 
By M A U R I C E D R A K E 
Author of WOi 

As colorful as the stained glass 
around Which its plot turns. $2.00 

D R E A M I N G S P I R E S 
By D I A N A P A T R I C K 

Who understands thoroughly the 
modern man and maid, ease-lov
ing keen for excitement, luxury 
and romance. $2.00 

THE ROAD TO EN-DOR 
By LOUIS J O S E P H V A N C E 

A thrilling mystery story with an 
tmusual depth of emotional ap
peal. $2.00 

These books are obtainable through 
any bookstore or direct from 

E. P. DUTTON & CO. 
681 Fifth Avenue, New York 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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T I B E T , P A S T A N D P R E S E N T 

By Sir Charles Bell Net $8.00 
This book deals with Tibetan history 

from earliest times, but especially with 
the movements and aims of the present 
day. Anecdotes, conversations with lead
ing Tibetans, and quotations from poetry 
and proverbs illustrate the Tibetan points 
of view. 

Sir Charles Bell gives an inside view 
of Tibet and the Tibetans; he served for 
eighteen years on the Indo-Tibetan frontier, 
spoke and wrote the Tibetan language, and 
was brought into close touch with all 
classes from the Dalai Lama downwards 
Contains 93 illustrations. 

T H E R E T R O S P E C T O F F R A N C O I S -^ 

V I L L O N 

By George Heyer 11.50 5;; 
Being a rendering into English verse of 
huitmiu I to XLI of Le Testament and 
of the three Ballades to which they lead. 

O X F O R D l ^ f l V E R S I T Y P R E S S 

AUMRlCAti 
BJUUCH 

TJFiE KELATIOM 

OF ART 

TO NATUI(E 

by 

John W. Beany 
DIRECTOR EMERITUS, CARNEGIE INSTITUTE 

O ^ 

The layman and the critic may well listen 

as Mr. Beatty summons his witnesses, 

from Kuo Hsi and Leonardo to Whistler 

and Rodin, to -prove that no beauty can 

exist on canvas or in stone that has not 

previously existedin nature.—Frederique 

Warde, Princeton University Press. 

T h e e d i t i o n cons i s t s o f n i n e h u n d r e d & 

fifty cop ies ( p r i n t e d o n I t a l i a n h a n d 

m a d e p a p e r ) d e s i g n e d b y B r u c e R o g e r s . 

Price ?4 .oo net per copy 

Order from your bookseller or 

W I L L I A M E D W I N R U D G E 

4 W E S T 4OTH S T R E E T , N E W Y O R K 

^^^m!WEmiU£fmmiAr=ri 
The Revolutionary leader reveals Himself 
to be an orig:itial. fearless, incisive literary 
critic ia 

L^iterattire and 
Revolution 

by Leon Trotsky 
He interprets the new literature of Russia 
and appraises its writers. "Like every
thing Trotsky has written, the book is 
brilliant, forceful, and subject to con
troversy."— Elias Tobenkin in the N. Y. 
Times. t2.50 

Stories of New Russia 

Flying Osip 
"A burly, vigorous, non-traditional litera
ture . . . invaluable as a sidelight on the 
state of mind of the revolutionary Rus
sian."—iV. Y. Times. $2.50 

Foundations of Christianity 
b y K a r l K a u t s k y 

The origins of Christianity, analyzed and 
interpreted from the materialist point of 
view. Octavo, 480 pages. $4.00 

For sale at bookstores. If ordtrei 
by mail from the Publishers, add 8 
per cent for postage. Write i t 
bulletins of information an new books. 

TERNATIONAL PUBLISHEP' 
31 FOUKTH AVENUE NEW VOR 

In this space M%. HctisCH 
names an important booh 
every week. See it at any 
book store. 

The New Vision 
in the 

German Arts 
b y 

H . G . S c k e f f a u n r 

9 2 . 0 0 

The New Books 
(Continued from -preceding fage) 

Biography 
his tory of Amer ica , whi l e a t the same t ime 
she experienced the vicissitudes o f f o r t u n e 
wh ich forced her f ami ly f r o m the l ife of 
Boston to the compara t ive hardships o f 
existence in the count ry . H e r j o u r n a l 
covers the l i t t le happenings of a uni ted 
f ami ly , the bi r ths , the deaths, the mar r i ages 
tha t m e a n t so much to the closely-knit circle, 
bu t i t reaches ou t to a w i d e r interest 
t h r o u g h the in t roduct ion o f occasional ep i 
sodes o f na t iona l impor tance a n d its fleet-, 
i n g gl impses of pub l ic figures. 

M a r y P a l m e r was bu t a f ew weeks o ld 
w h e n her elders were s t i r red to p r o f o u n d 
exci tement by the B a t d e of Concord , a n d 
he r earliest recollect ions a re o f h e a r i n g a t 
he r mo the r ' s knee accounts o f the f a m i l y 
pa r t i c ipa t ion in tha t a n d succeeding events . 
H e r R e v o l u t i o n a r y canvas contains sketches 
o f W a r r e n , the Adamses , the Quincys, even 
o f W a s h i n g t o n , pic tures of the F r e n c h a n d 
the Br i t i sh , a l l of them s l ight bu t inter
es t ing. T h e m a i n va lue of the book, h o w 
ever, lies n o t in these glimpses o f i m p o r t 
a n t persons a n d events, but in its reflection 
of the l i f e o f a N e w E n g l a n d f ami ly , 
fo rced by i l l f o r t u n e t o a restricted oppor 
tun i ty bu t w e a r i n g the fine flower of its 
cu l tu re and its ideals b rave ly t h r o u g h mis
f o r t u n e . I t is a s turdy , generous f a m i l y 
l i fe t ha t is po r t r ayed , one tha t enlists both 
sympa thy a n d admi ra t i on f o r its par t ic i 
pants . M r s . T y l e r ' s tale is to ld wi th s im
plici ty a n d directness—even in her ear ly 
g i r l h o o d he r f a the r commended these qua l 
ities in he r s ty l e—and her na r r a t i ve w i t h o u t 
any pa r t i cu l a r l y a r res t ing quali t ies is fluent 
a n d agreeable . 

PORTRAIT OF A PUBLISHER. Appleton. J5 net. 

T H E LETTERS OF MADAME. Vol. I I . Translated 
and edited by Gertrude Scott Stevenson. Ap
pleton. $5 net. 

T H E STORY OF IRVING B E R L W . By Alexander 
Woolhott. Putnam. 

EARLY REMINISCENCES. By S. Baring-Gould. 
Dutton. $6. 

T H E AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN AVERAGE GOLFER. 

By O. S. Keeler. Greenberg. 

LEON TROTSKY. By Max Eastman. Greenberf. 
$ 2 . 

M R . PEPYS. By J . R. Tanner. Harcourt, Brace. 

T H E REMINISCENCES OF A FIDDLE DEALER. By 

David Laurie. Houghton Mifflin. $2.50. 

T H E L I F E OF THOMAS HARDY. By Ernest Bren-

necke, Jr. Greenberg. $5 . 
fLAViMo THE GAMX. By Stanley Hvris. 

Stokes. $1.50 net. 

T H E L I F E OF LORD WOLSELEY. By Major-Gen
eral Sir Frederick Maurice and Sir George 
Arthur. Doubleday, Page. $6 net. 

CONFESSIONS OF A DEALER. By Thomas Rohan. 
Stokes. 

Fiction 
O B E D I E N C E . By M I C H A E L S A D L E I R . 

H o u g h t o n Mifflin. 1925. %z. 
M i c h e l Sadleir is too a w a r e t h a t he 

wri tes of the Mid-Vic to r i an E r a . T h u s he 
takes himself and his subject w i t h a seri
ousness a lmos t a m o u n t i n g to pomposi ty . 

T h e r e are twists to his phrases t ha t be
come r a the r a n n o y i n g . T h i s is no t to q u a r 
rel w i th a man ' s style which is, essentially, 
the m a n himself . But somehow you g a t h e r 
the fee l ing tha t th is is no t a m a n n e r o f 
w r i t i n g na t ive to M r . Sadleir , but an 
affectation ca lcu la ted—perhaps f a l se ly—to 
evoke the E n g l a n d o f the 18 60*3 f r o m the 
past . Yet an artificiali ty of l a n g u a g e can 
no t he lp to p o r t r a y an era tha t , if viewed 
f r o m a po in t wi th in itself, was no more 
artificial t han o u r present age . T h a t is 
to say, M r . Sadleir is w r i t i n g at the M i d -
Vic tor ian years , no t of t h e m ; w r i t i n g f r o m 
the outside. Hence his excessive awareness 
of his appo in t ed task. H e seems t o a d 
monish h imse l f : " I a m w r i t i n g of the 
Victor ians . I a m w r i t i n g of the Victor ians . 
I mus t no t f o r g e t i t I " T h e r e f o r e , there 
is abou t the book "Obed ience" a somewha t 
confect ionery a i r . T h e Victorians, f o r a l l 
the t u rns o f phrase , do no t l ive f o r us 
v iv id ly in this nove l . 

T h i s is no t to say tha t the reader is no t 
interested in the i r f o r t unes ; Cather ine O r -
m a n d is qua in t . T h e man she loves, F r a n k 
M a r t i n d a l e , be low he r in social s ta t ion , is 
a f a i r he ro . A n d Fe l ix O r m a n d , Ca the r 
ine's b ro ther , is a good sample of a cad. 
O l d H a r r y O r m a n d , the fa ther , is a t y p e 
figure o f the b lus te r ing head o f the f a m i l y 
inve igh ing agains t the daugh te r ' s choice 
o f husband . T h e s e a re a l l adequa te ly 
sketched. 

Bu t it seems tha t M r . Sadleir 's t rue prols-
Icm l ay im some sor t o f compar ison b e t w M a 

the psychology of the era he wri tes 
of and this present era, o r by ac
count ing f o r the rela t ionship between f a the r 
and sons o r daugh te r s . Only in such a n 
analysis can there be an indic tment agains t 
the customs o f the a g e — a n d it does seem 
tha t the au tho r has a t tempted to d r a w up 
an indictment . But he leaves us cold a t the 
charge , because he has wr i t t en pre t t i ly a n d , 
as has been said, at his subject, instead of 
f r o m the inside o u t w a r d . 

T h e n too , t ha t pompous seriousness. I t 
gets in the way . I t creaks stiffly. I t gives 
a sense of artifice destructive to those 
touches of real i ty which a re needed to make 
a vanished d a y once m o r e v iv id . T h i s is, 
then, jus t a pleasant s tory. 

T H E L O V E O F M O N S I E U R . By G E O R G E 
GlBBS. App le ton . 1925 . $2 . 

W e a r e of ten assured, especially by 
wri te rs of the modern cl inical school of 
fiction, t ha t the costume nove l , a n d the 
romance o f g a l l a n t adven tu re a r e qui te ou t 
o f fashion, and tha t the reader o f t o d i y 
is f a r too serious-miiided to be enter ta ined 
by swashbuckl ing yarns . T h e issue of a 
n e w edit ion of this ear ly w o r k by M r . 
Gibbs, first p r in ted in 1 9 0 3 , t h r o w s some 
doubt on tha t assertion. One m a y suspect 
tha t p o p u l a r taste has n o t very g rea t l y 
changed , a f t e r a l l . M r . Gibbs h imsel f has 
come on qui te a bit d u r i n g the past twenty 
years : it is a l o n g step f r o m this to " T h e 
House of M o h u n . " But this is also good 
w o r k of its k i n d : a s w i n g i n g na r r a t i ve , 
smooth ly phrased, a n d c l imbing to a good 
spectacular finish. I t dates in the days of 
K i n g Char les . Mons ieu r is a g a l l a n t French 
adven tu re r , k n o w n also a s "Bras -de - fe r . " 
W e meet h im at the m o m e n t when his pu r 
suit of Mistress Ba rba ra Gierke has landed 
h im in t rouble , wh ich leads to his expulsion 
f r o m London and to roya l d is favor . His 
wande r ings extend to the w e l l - k n o w n Span
ish M a i n , which was fu l l of pirates , 
pr iva teers , and no end o f excitement. 
T h i t h e r , of course, the l a d y has to f o l l o w 
h im, to take pa r t in mutinies and sea fights, 
as a lady of the times should , u l t imate ly to 
be rescued in due course. I t m o v e s ; an en
te r t a in ing ta le . 

M E S S A L I N A . By V I V I A N C R O C K E T T . 

Boni & Liver igh t . 1924. $3 .50 . 

M r . Crocket t expands the s ta rk na r r a t i ve 
of Tac i tus , which is p r in ted as an append ix 
to show the fidelity of the m o d e m account 
to history, into a s ix ty - thousand-word story 
in p re lude and f o u r chapters . I t begins 
w i t h Messal ina in Ant ioch , where a lmost 
un imag inab ly , a t twelve years of a g e , the 
fu tu re notor ious emprfss visits, una t t ended 
and a t n igh t , the pleasure p a r k of D a p h n e , 
and in the g rove whose t u r f is s t r ewn wi th 
reckless couples learns the w a y s o f a d u l t 
l i f e ; continues in R o m e w i t h the y o u n g 
w i f e of the silly and disgust ing empero r 
Claudius , w h o m she dupes as she f o l l o w s 
unres t ra inedly the leadings of her eage r and 
vicious spiri t in affairs wi th Mnes te r the 
actor , Myron ides the mi l i t a ry t r ibune , a n d 
Silius the handsome y o u n g n o b l e ; a n d con
cludes w i th her per i sh ing by the s w o r d 
when the ou t raged and f ea r fu l empero r 
learns tha t she has ac tua l ly gone t h r o u g h 
the f o r m o f m a r r i a g e w i th Silius a n d p e r 
haps is conspi r ing agains t his o w n l i fe and 
th rone . 

M r . Crocket t ' s book , wr i t t en ei ther f o r 
or f r o m a screen p lay , has the features , 
good a n d bad , o f the c inematograph ic . I t s 
mater ia l is mechanical ly we l l m a n a g e d , its 
act ion is visualized in clear ou t l ine , it is 
divided in to episodes, i t abounds in palaces 
and porticoes and gardens and groves and 
imfper ia l funct ionar ies a n d prastorians, it 
makes a va l i an t a t t empt a t his tor ical a c 
curacy and advert ises its success—and it 
p lays up sex. T h i s is c inema tog raph ic 
amorousness t ransfer red to the p a g e ; the 
s w i m m i n g eye, the subtle a n d hal f -c losed 
eye, the qu icken ing pulse a n d the heav ing 
bosom, the l i the and grace fu l body , the 
seductive and rhy thmica l movemen t , his 
a r m s t h a t crush her aga ins t h i m a n d hers 
tha t coil a r o u n d h im and take h im in the 
toils, the g o w n that slips f r o m the shoulder 
to the instantaneous incandescence o f the 
beholder , the kiss, fiery, close-pressed, c l ing
ing , w i th l inked-sweetness- long-drawn-out , 
f r o m lips like bees greedy fo r nectar to lips 
like scarlet petals , and o the r f a m i l i a r f o r m s 
of divine voluptuousness—they a r e a l l he re . 
Yet no t a l l this detai led "pas s ion" makes 
Messal ina a real figure, and the reader of 
austere a n d economical T a c i t u s w i t h i m a g 
inat ion una ided except by suggest ion w i l l 
have a deeper impression of rea l i ty t h a n the 
reader o f this amplif icat ion, w h i c h Is ex
ecuted no t w i t h o u t a r t , bu t is a series 
• f sexual episodes r a t h e r than a nove l , a n d 
ia spite mi a l l its t ragedies is n o t t r a g i c 
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of t h e p rog re s s ive idea l i sm of 
the i r day, o r g a n s of a nob le d i s 
con ten t wi th t h e es tabl i shed o r 
der , and hera lds of a go lden a g e 
—these w e r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c func
t ions of the e a r l y H e b r e w 
prophe t s . F r o m E l i j a h a n d 
A m o s t o Z e c h a r i a h a n d D a n i e l 
is a succession of u n c o m p r o m i s 
i n g upbra ide r s of the i r a g e a n d 
champions of a h i g h e r ideal . 
H o w they fough t a n d suffered, 
a n d finally ach ieved a re l ig ion 
t h a t c o m m a n d s a d m i r a t i o n is t h e 
insp i r ing s to ry t h a t th i s book 
tells. The Prophets and Their 
Times. B y J . M . P o w i s S m i t h , 
$2.25, pos tpa id $2.35. 
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is no less t h a n an e igh th a r t in 
t h e sense o f be ing a c rea t ive 
t a s k . T h a t , a t least , is t h e v i ew 
of t h e Chr i s t i an l i fe t ha t Ge ra ld 
B . S m i t h p re sen t s in his n e w 
book, Principles of Christian 
Living. H e gives m o r a l fo r 
m u l a s smal l p lace in his e th ica l 
t h o u g h t . T h r o u g h it b r e a t h e s 
r a t h e r t ha t spi r i t of c rea t ive a d 
v e n t u r e w h i c h is c u s t o m a r i l y a s 
sociated chiefly w i t h t h e seven 
a r t s . T h e ques t fo r t h e good 
i s a g e - o l d ; s e ldom h a s t h a t 
ques t been u n d e r t a k e n w i t h less 
dependence u p o n code and for 
m u l a than in Principles of 
Christian Liinng. B y Gerald B. 
Smi th . $2.00, pos tpa id $2.10. 
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"Poe l i k e " , t h i s s in i s t e r t a l e 
fasdinates wi th a d r e a d , a fore-
b o d u i g of s o n e t h i a g unresd , 
u n n a t u r a l , — a n d D r . H a i l e y ' s 
r e y s a l r a m t of t h e m a l e v o -
l«Bt ar i joe w h i c h c a m e o f a n 
amoMat«rT3'*fr««ees t h e v e r y 
wiaaovr of octcs h ^ i e s " . 
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