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Points of View

Research Defended

To the Editor of The Saturday Review:
SIR:

Your issue of March 21 carried a letter
from Mr. E. O. James, rather amusing in
its style but trite in its matter and I think
unfair in its implications. As an embryo
literary scholar I am moved to mild pro-
test. It is all very well to speak super-
ciliously of “the baled hay of research,” and
to laud the little girl whose innocent de-
light in Shakespeare is never polluted by her
being forced to “see Abbott.” It may even
be well to shed a few tears occasionally for
the poor young men who, in order to get
graduate scholarships and academic advance-
ment, are compelled to prostitute their sen-
sitive souls by doing research. I am very
much convinced, however, that this sort of
thing may be overdone. That the academic
world is far from perfect, we will all admit.
As correctives for its evils, satire and sincere
censure should not be discouraged, but they
certainly ought .to be supplemented and
guided by sane, constructive analysis. Other-
wise we shall have mere ineffective railing,
and not the least of the resulting evils will
be an increasing sense of martyrdom in the
academic world itself. There are plenty of
contributing causes for this feeling of self-
pity which so obstructs the path of many
good teachers, without adding the convic-
tion that research is only a millstone hung
about their necks.

The letter of Mr. James raises the whole
question of the relationship between research,
teaching, criticism, and the appreciation and
creation of literature. Mr. James’s attitude
of contempt for research is an easy and ob-
vious ene, affording the opportunity to in-
dulge in pleasant wit, and the thrill of a
defiance which is free from the usual re-
sponsibilities of revolt. Many will applaud
and few will question, for “pedantry” has
always been the cry of the shallow, the lazy,
and the sentimental at the pains of scholar-
ship. It is continually objected that scholars
are interested in facts rather than the inter-
pretation of facts; that narrowness rather
than breadth is emphasized; that everything

ebout literature is studied and artistic merit -

ignored; that fine literature is too often
subordinated to the study of the study of the
second-rate in historical periods, that the
writing of the present day is neglected; and
that in general scientific study excludes s~
thetic evaluation. It might be argued that
after all, scholars best served their genera-
tion by these very faults, which are at least
opposed to some of the worst features of a
blatant age. Fact is worth emphasizing
when the universal art is “salesmanship.”
Narrowness is preferable to a superficial
breadth. To understand, even coldly, is
better than to sentimentalize. The present
generation, with its blare of advertising,
may profit by being snubbed. The scienti-
fic attitude at least displaces the dilettante.

But even if we admit that too often
scholars merit the criticism directed against
them, we ought not to ignore the frequently
successful efforts to harmonize the appar-
ently conflicting currents in. the study and
teaching of literature. To carp at the ills
of scholarship without accrediting its serv-
ices is the grossest pedantrv. even though
it is rarely so labelled. Admitting that
scholars are as fallible in their calling as
doctors, lawyers—or even business men!—
in theirs, I believe that there are many hope-
ful signs of renewed vitality. The increas-
ing number of bibliographies, articles sum-
ming up the accomplishments in special
fields, articles on desiderata in such special
fields, and a closer, better organized coGp-
eration among those of special inte.zsts seem
to indicate a genuine effort toward a syn-
thesis of results which cannot fail to exer-
cise a helpful guidance over future study.
Upon the basis of such a synthesis of knowl-
edge a new and sounder criticism can arise,
and doubtless it will. American literature
is coming into its own, and in the opinion
of some observers the study of contemporary
literature is coming into more than its own.
I know of one Middle-Western university
where nearly a third of a large number of
elective courses in the English Department
are devoted to literature written chiefly
since 1890. Certainly contemporary liter-
ature deserves some emphasis, and with less
need for remote historical approach the
study of it may very well lead to a more
asthetically critical viewpoint. The teach-
ing of contemporary literature will allow
a greater contribution from academic circles
to the professional criticism of present day
writing.

I believe that some interesting and very
valuable articles might be written on various
phases of the study and teaching of litera-
ture in the colleges and universities of the

present day. The extent to which modern
literature is taught would surprise many
people not in intimate contact with academic
affairs. A serious and fair-minded appraisal
of the Ph.D. thesis as it is now being
written might even prove interesting. After
all, there is much to be said in its favor,
and it is rare that a good word is ever said
for it outside of academic circles—it has
even been criticized within the cloistered
halls themselves! A calm look at faculties,
past and present, would prove, I think, that
researchers like Gummere and Schofield
might clear up for some of us the problems
of those who try to combine the two activ-
ities. The views of some men who have left
the academic world for larger or at least
other spheres of usefulness, might help in
getting at the fundamental faults of the sit-
uation, and might possibly reveal that their
academic training was, after all, one of
the larger factors in later success.

Meantime a wider recognition of genuine
and fine scholarship when it appears, as
even the pessimists must admit that it some-
times does, is in order.

B. R. McELDERRY, JR.

The Reader’s Guide

(Continued from preceding page)

this month, to say what a thrill it gave
them to come unexpectedly upon their books
in this department, are informed that it is
not a circumstance to what agitated the
Guide when she guilelessly bumped into the
above paragraph.

The fiction leaders are “So Big,” Ferber;
“The White Monkey,” Galsworthy; “Pas-
sage to India,” Forster; “The Little French
Girl,” A. D. Sedgwick; “The Old Ladies,”

Walpole; and tied for sixth place Donn.

Byrne’s “Blind Raftery,” Mary Johnston’s
“The Slave Ship,” and Edith Wharton’s
“Old New York.” For juveniles, the lead-
ers are: Non-fiction, Colum’s “Island of
the Mighty,” Hillyer’s “Child History of
the World,” and Hodgkins’ “Atlantic Treas-
ury of Childhood Stories,” Fiction: Nord-
hofP’s “The Pearl Lagoon,” Meigs’s “The
New Moon,” and Lofting’s “Dr. Doolittle’s
Circus.”

VOLUME of uneven merit but of great

interest in certain of its essays has
recently appeared in Vienna under the title,
“Neue Oesterreichische Biographie, 1815-
1918” (Wiener Drucke). The book con-
tains a collection of biographical sketches
of which those on political figures are illu-
minating and significant, reflecting as they
do the last century of existence of the Haps-
burg monarchy through the personalities of
those who guided its destinies. Less valu-
able, however, are the studies of literary
and scientific figures as these in many in-
stances can hardly be taken as representive
of anything essentially indicative of the
Austrian genius. The book, nevertheless,
is well worth the reading for the light it
sheds on Austrian political history.

André Rouveyre, the French draughts-
man and caricaturist, has used his pen with
the same incisive, revealing, and mordant
art in a novel just issued by him as he
has shown in the past in his drawings. “Le
Libertin Raisonneur” (Paris: Crés) is a
vivid and searching portrayal of a soul at
grips with itself, unafraid ‘to face the
reality, but bitterly aware of its shortcom-
ings. It contains some moving and
eloquent writing, and much clear-sighted
analysis. It is essentially the work of a
moralist. )

Students of the drama will find in-
teresting Paul Lang’s “Biihne und Drama
der Deutschen Schweiz” (Zurich: Fussli).
Herr Lang presents a survey of the develop-
ment of the drama in Switzerland, and then
concludes his book with a discussion of the
present status of the drama in his country,
together with an analysis of the conditions
which have made for its comparative in-
significance and the means to its improve-
ment.,

According to a correspondent to the
London Times Literary Supplement the first
volume of the critical edition of all
Petrarch’s Latin works, which has long
been under preparation under the auspices
of the Italian Government is soon to be
published (Florence: Sansoni). It will
contain the “Africa,” edited by Professor
Nicola Festa, of the University of Rome,
and will be followed by the first of several
volumes of letters edited by Professor Vit-
torio Rossi of the same university. Another
work under preparation that should appeal
to scholars is a linguistic atlas of Italy, the
plan for which has been drawn up by the
Societa  Filologica Friulana G. 1. Ascoli®
(Udine).

The New Books
Fiction
(Continued from page 764)

and achieving its material purpose. Chris-
tian science adepts will find the first two
stories quite stimulating. Yet aside from
parenthetic remarks, sort of background
artifice, there is not much Russian in sither
story. The main idea that runs through
them, that a spirit can come to life through
immaculateness of purpose and strenuousness
of endeavor, is undoubtedly beautiful, and
not devoid of philosophical value; but it
is not much to say that it was quite a com-
monplace in modern Russian literature.

‘The stories are advertised as “now mysti-
cal now humorous.” The humorous part
of them is the more adequate. “Tales that
My Uncle Told” are at least of ethno-
graphical value. They are undoubtedly
genuine, for among them we recognized
several our father told us some twenty
years ago. They are not without interest
to the student of folklore, these brief
anecdotes artificially and not very skilfully
strung together,

On the whole, a palish collection of little
representative stories. If we want humorous
stories, why not translate Averchenko, the
incomparable, who died last month in
Prague? If there is a demand for Russian
mysticism, why not translate the almost
apocalyptical Remizoff, obscure and elusive,
or Grebenschikoff, now in New York, or
the romantic, subtle stories of Auslender,
Kuzmin, or the superb mystic dramas of
Block? They have said things about the
Russian soul that no outsider can ever
dream of saying.

We must admit that the author’s pur-
pose is not clear in making the people in
his stories speak a language that is neither
Russian nor English in spirit.

“Quack!” By Robert Elson. Small, Maynard.
$2 net.

SINGING WaTERs. By Elizabeth Stancy Payne.
Penn.

Copy. Sclected by Blanche Colton Williams,
Dorothy Brewster, Helen Hull, Kenyon

Nicholson, and Glem Mullin. Appleton. $2.

Tue House oF Mexerpuk. By A. C. Benson.

Doubleday, Page. $2 net.
SeinpriFT. By Harold  Titus. Doubleday,
Page. $2 net.

Tue PriMARY ALLEGIANCE. By Annie Lyman

Sears. Brimmer. $2.
Tue STARKENDEN QuesT. By Gilbert Collins.
McBride. $2 net.
Tue NecLecTED CLUE. By Isabel Ostrander.
McBride.  $2 net.
Miscellaneous

“MARGERY,” THE MEDIUM. By J.
MarcorMm Birp. Small, Maynard. 1923.
$4 net.

Modern science, to which the public
looks up as to an omniscient God, has been
scandalously at fault in its haughty ignor-
ing of the phenomena of the séance room.
The large number of scientists who scorn-
fully assert that, since such phenomena
simply do not occur and only gullible idiots
would believe they do, therefore they will
not waste their time in investigating them,
give no very edifying exhibition of the
“seientific spirit.” They would do well to
heed Professor Karl Pearson’s admonition
that wherever there is a chance for the hu-
man mind to know something, there is a
legitimate problem for scientific investiga-
tion. And when one considers the immense
body of scientific study of such phenomena
by Geley, Richet, Schrenck-Notzing, and
CrawfordQ——scientists all—to say nothing
of the work of William James, Sir Oliver
Lodge, Sir William Ramsay, and Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, it seems incredible
that science can so scornfully hold itself
aloof from a careful and unbiased investi-
gation of the séance,

To the large body of evidence assem-
bled by the scientists just named, this re-
port of the phenomena produced by the
now famous “Margery” must be recog-
nized as a highly significant contribution.
Every scientist, whatever his prejudices, can
learn something of value from Mr. Bird’s
clear and utterly fairminded first chapter
on “Psychic Research—What it Means.”
He avows frankly that his primary interest
is to prove that such phenomena actually do
occur in the presence of rigidly controlled
conditions. Then, and only then, must we
consider the problem of their cause.

This is not the place to outline the re-
sults achieved by Mr. Bird and the Com-
mittee of the Scientific American in their
many sittings with Margery, but they are
of extraordinary significance and im-
portance, and in large part corroborate the
findings of Geley and Crawford. And
those who were convinced, by Houdini’s
thumping vituperations in the press and

from the vaudeville stage, that the Margery
sittings were all fraudulent, would do well
to read Mr. Bird’s amusing and good-
tempered revelation of the tricky and dis-
ingenuous role that conjurer-member of the
committee really played.

The book is most highly to be com-
mended as not only admirably arranged and
written, but as a contribution to our knowl-
edge of psychic phenomena that cannot be
ignored.
GasoLINE. By T. A. Boyd. Stokes. $2.50.
Tue Book oF Diversion. Compiled by Frank-

lin P. Adams, Deems Taylor, Jack Bechdolt.

Aided and abetted by Helen Rowland and

Mabel Claire. Greenberg., $2.50.

SECRETs OF THE SaLmoN. By Edward Ring-
wood Hewsst. Scribners. $3.

Rest aNp Grow STrONG, By Edward Hunt-
ington Williams and Edward Bryant Heag.
Bobbs-Merrill.  $2.50.

Tue Soir AND CIVILIZATION.
ney. Van Nostrand. $3.

By Milton Whis-

First STEPs TO CLIMBING. By
Abrakam. McBride. $1.50 net.

RepuciNng MeNus For THE HosTess or Tobay.
By Edna Sibley Lipton. Appleton. $1.

By Mary Austin. Bobbs-

George D.

EveErymaN’s GENIUS.
Merrill.

Tue Expert Dictator. By Conrad J. Saphier

and Thomas J. Smyth. Pitman.
SHorRTHAND REeapErR. No. I. Pitman.
SHorRTHAND CATECHISM. Pitman.

Dictation TESTS FOR SHORTHAND STUDENTS.

Pitman.

Poetry

AZRAEL AND OTHER POEMS. By
ROBERT GILBERT WELSH. Appleton.
1925. $1.50.

Charles Hanson Towne’s poem “Around
the Corner” has for its theme the difficulty
of maintaining a friendship in thronging,
hurrying Manhattan. And now, as if in
illustration, comes his touching preface to
this book of poems by his friend the late
Robert Gilbert Welsh, a scholarly dramatic
critic whose talent for verse was hidden
from most of us by the day’s pressing con-
cerns until his heroic death in saving a
stranger from drowning cast an illuminating
glow back over his career. That a man
with the power to do notable work in verse
could die almost without recognition in this
field is one of the many little tragedies of
New York City’s art life. Yet Welsh’s
talent was not wholly obscure, for a num-
ber of his poems appeared in magazines
which have high standards as to the verse
they select.

The volume, with its moving preface,
and its poems that reflect a cultivated mind
and feeling heart, make an appropriate
keepsake of a brave life. The poem
“Azrael,” which opens the volume, is in it-
self sufficient reason for the publication of
the book. The verses are chiefly in a ro-
mantic vein—some of them have the flavor
of Stevenson and some are in the mood of
Aldrich, although the poet’s personality is
in them also. Welsh could be realistic too,
and the poems, ‘“Readers” and “Democ-
racy,” inspired by scemes in the New York
Public Library, show a happy combination
of a journalist’s keenness of observation and
a poet’s penetration and sympathy.

FIRST POEMS. By Epwinx Mulr
Huebsch. 1925. $1.50.

Mr. Muir wistfully deplores the pathos
and incomprehensibility of life. Time

passes, he secems to say, beauty goes, and
the stark, loss is left, to rankle, and to turn,
at length, itself, to half-forgotten misty
bitterness. To this fragile and tenueus
mood, he brings a manner that is often ex-
quisite, always sure, but sometimes a little
questionable.

In the handling of delicate internal
rhymes and subtle assonances, and a haunt-
ing ripple of melodious rhythm, Mr. Muir
is signally successful. A disquieting pre-
ponderance of abstract and general words
tends to disturb the clear impression of his
image. Occasional eccentricities in metre,
such as staggering the stress in a somewhat
English spondee, piling up, with no in-
evitability, an excess of syllables; and end-
rhymes of “pool-beautiful,” “move-above,”
“strove-love,” “bird-sword,” “fell-terrible,”
“sky-suddenly,” are almost offensively
noticeable, when Mr. Muir reveals else-
where so assured and gratifying a command
of the traditional implications of his
medium,

The two poems, “Horses,” and “On the
Mediterranean,” are the high-water marks
of the volume. ‘Horses,” in particular,
captures a lyrical ecstasy and translates with
sudden hidden light and beauty the concrete
aspects of a simple scene. The two lines
of retrospection:

W here the blank field and the still-standing
tree '

Were bright and fearful presence to me—

end “Horses” on a note of fearful wonder

and imminent revelation.
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day Bookshop, 10 West 47th St.,, New York,
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Esoterika Biblion Soci West 4cth S quality—guaranteed correct. S. R. Bensinger
Photographs relating to the Drama. Books by soterika Biblion Socicty, 45 West 45th 3t MAX N. MAISEL, 424 GRAND STREET,  Co. (Est. 1887), 17 Whitchall St, New York.

and about Walt Whitman. Good Literature at JUST ISSUED—Catalogue of Books on NEW YORK. The first bookstore in New g;:l;. Multigraph.  Phone: Bowliag G
mederate prices. Monthly Catalogs issued. Ox- Sports, Fishing, Hunting, Shooting, Ships and Z]:r};f(fitazhn::’:: ;8.932“50 dtlsicern ;h: °“‘:’hm' ) y
) an intelligentsia and to gather
ford Books Shop. Alfred F. Goldsmith, 42 the Sea, and other outdoor books. Sent on re- and carr .
_ y the best collection of good books for TE
Lexington Ave., at 24th St. The Sign of the (tl::t'M::_ank C. Brown, 44 Bromfield St., Bos the intellectual reader. BOOKS FOR WRITERS
Sparrow. !
L .

AN.CIENT AND MODERN BOOKS. In- LITERARY RESEARCH. Writers—Donr’t Sixth Ave., New York. and Publication of their Work. 1001 Placea
teresting catalogue of Books from 1s5th to 20th hamper your creative talents! Let us do the to Sell Manuscripts, $2.50; Polti’s 36 fﬂm‘ﬁ‘
Century, mailed free on application. Howes digging. Data furnished for articles, essays, «w 2 . Situations, $1.50; Art of Inventing Characters,
Bookseller, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England and lectures. Manuscript typing, editi,ng, and THE WORLD AT MIDNIGHT” contains $2.50; Plotting the Short Story, $1.00; Tech-

P » mngtand. criticizing.  Translations.  Reasonable rates. each month our unusual catalogue of odd and nique of Fiction Writing, $1.75; How to Write
] . Southern Literary Bureau, Box 1035, New Or- strange books, autographs, prints and literary a Short Story, 6sc. Catalogue 25 sthers. Mam-

RARE BOOKS and Moadern First Editions. leans, La. Dept. S. curiosities. Opera Book Shop, §8 West Wash- uscripts revised, typed, advice as to markets.
Catalogues gratis. Antiquarian Book Company, ingt Chi Explanatory lcaflets.  Correspondence invited.
Stratford-on-Avon, England. STORIES, PLAYS, ARTICLES expertly ngton, 1cago. James Knapp Reeve (former Editer, Ths

. typed. Hourly stenographic service. Low rates. Editor), 3 Alexander Building, Franklin, Ohie.

Highest references. Mies Gilfoyl, 456 River-

DULAU & COMPANY, Ltd., 34, 35 and 36 side Drive. Cathedral 4720. BOOKS IN CLOTH, sclected from the

Margaret St.,, London, W. I.—Latest catalogues, shelves of N. J. Bartlett & Co., 37 Cornhill, OUT-OF-PRINT

post free on request. 124, English Literature . FOREIGN LITERATURE Boston, Mass.—Catalogue number 72, April,

(60 pages); 125, Botany (5,000 items); 126, FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, GERMAN 1925+ Write for our latest cataloguc. withoot oblissing for buoks E:,Zg’fj,,e:“;:';:

Old Books, privately purchased from the library books. Our stock is most complete. Send for alogies, English P“l”liﬂlﬁ"mr’‘3P€"-i“ll itﬂ;l, ete.

of the Rev. Lord de Mauley and other sources. catalogue stating language desired. Schoenhof’s, MOLNAR’S HUSBANDS AND LOVERS, Items quoted at moderate prices. National Bib-
387 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. $2.00; Moore’s MEMOIRS OF MY DEAD liaphile Service, 1270 Broadway, New York.

FOR SALE—First cdition Conrad’s Tales of FRENCH BOOKS, Old and New, unusual ’Sﬁl,if; (sf,;i,i;,t ‘jg:*;“;“ Book Mart, 51 West 47th  Pennylvania 2936.
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French Bookshop, 561 Madison Ave., at 56th esting books in the world. Dr. French, 2407 insburg’ itki rook-
Parker Sherwin, Edgecliff, Spokane, Wash. New York. ’ ’ ’ ey, Bockshops 1323 Pitkin Ave,, B

Seventh Avenue, New York City. lyn, N. Y.



