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D o you know that Sinclair 
Lewis once held a janitor's job, 
and ran a patent washing ma
chine? Why Thomas Hardy, 
85 years old, is called "the 
most modern of modems"? 
Anatole France's real name? 
The extraordinary truth about 
David Grayson? That Jeffrey 
Farnol once worked a forge— 
and won a five-shilling bet by 
climbing the inside of a 120-foot 
chimney? Years ago your au
thor was wrapped in a haze of 
deepest mystery. What was 
his favorite breakfast food? 
Did he enjoy doing the schot-
tische? Was he married, single, 
divorced or all there? Nobody 
knew. 

It is natural that the reader 
should want to know some
thing about the story-teller. It 
gives a better background and 
makes possible a more complete 
understanding. And so the 
Doubleday, Page Bookshop 
Company has arranged with 
some of the publishers to dis
tribute several "critical esti
mates" of such authors as 
T h o m a s H a r d y , James 
Stephens, Anatole France, 
David Grayson, Theodore 
Dreiser, James Branch Cabell, 
Edna Ferber, Jeffrey Farnol 
and Sinclair Lewis. This in
formation has come to me 
through the Book Dial, a pub
lication issued six times a year 
and distributed through the 
Doubleday Shops in New York 
City, St. Louis and Kansas 
City, Missouri, Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Springfield, Mass. Each 
of these shops, by the way, is 
operated as a real bookstore 
and there is no "chain gro
cery" effect. 

It is not possible to make a 
mould that will stamp out 
bookshop after bookshop each 
having exactly the same char
acteristics. Every bookstore 
or book department becomes 
individual almost from the day 
of its opening. Make your 
furniture exactly like that of 
another; put in precisely the 
same books; if it remains open 
any length of time there will 
be a noticeable change. If an 
effort is made to keep the 
"sameness," the enterprise is 
doomed. Guy Turner in the 
Doubleday Shop at St. Louis 
has an entirely different sort of 
a place from Mrs. Klein in the 
Higbee Shop at Cleveland. 
And so it goes. 

N o one would expect any 
two issues of the Saturday 
Review of Literature to be 
alike in content. Although this 
periodical is devoted to only 
one subject, each week finds 
it treating that subject from 
new angles, and in different 
ways. 'That's what makes it 
"interesting reading." The 
various personalities that go 
into the make-up of each week
ly issue prevent the possibility 
of any two being exactly alike. 
It's very easy for the human-
ness of bookpeople to change 
all of ovtr institutions and that 
is what makes everything about 
books and those who make, 
sell and write about them, 
worth while. 

E L L I S W. MEYERS, 
Executive Secretary, 

American Bookseller*' 
Association, 

The New Books 
Drama 

(^Continued from f re ceding page) 
a command of blank verse that deserves 
recognition. His three plays, "The Quest 
Divine," "St. Claudia," and "The Shep
herds" would g-ain by separate publication. 
The rest of those in the volume are of 
more religious than dramatic interest. Pre
sumably, like the plays of the first vol
ume, these too are intended, as they are 
well adapted, for amateur production. 
TYPICAL ELIZABETHAN PLAYS. By Fdix E. 

Schelling. Harpers. $4, 

Fiction 
SPRING SOWING. By LIAM O'FLAHERTY. 

Knopf. 1926. 
Liam O'Flaherty, product of Synge's 

Aran Islands, fighter in France and Ireland, 
sailor of the seven seas, and tramp on four 
continents is one of the new-comers in lit
erature who is worth watching'. He is a 
kind of Irish Gorki. Free, savage, mor
dant, his tendernesses are sardonic, his 
caresses intermingled with blows. His own 
fierce energy is imparted to everything of 
which he treats, landscape, animals, and hu
mans. He is symptomatic of the newer 
Ireland that gave up dreaming of her past 
in order to fight for her present freedom. 
"Spring Sowing" hurls its short stories at the 
reader like bombs. One comes out of the 
encounter bruised and scarred, perhaps 
needing some time to recuperate, but with 
a wholesome respect for Mr. O'Flaherty's 
power and, if one's nerves are strong and 
stomach stout, an eagerness to meet him on 
his next battle-field. 

Undisillusioned admirers of humanity, if 
there are any left nowadays, must settle 
their accounts with this man. His picture 
of human nature, evidently sincere, evident
ly drawn from close observation, is far 
from flattering. In these stories many 
varieties of men and other animals are 
introduced, and the other animals stand on a 
decidedly higher level of civilization than 
the men. His birds especially are delight
ful people. Horses and sheep are treated 
with respectful sympathy. Even the de
spised cow is the heroine of a particularly 
moving tale. But Mr. O'Flaherty's farmers 
and fishermen and other specimens of the 
genus homo are plagued with all the deadly 
sins, victims of the most brutal forms of 
blood lust and sex lust, greed, envy, and 
hatred, a most pitiable crew. The author 
does not parade his pity; his overt attitude 
is rather that of a hard objectivity; but 
the pity is there, all the more poignant for 
its suppression. 

T H E RED LEDGER. By FRANK L . 
PACKARD. Doran. 1926. $2. 
Old Henri Charlebois had passed the 

greater portion of his many years, until re
tarded prosperity overtook him, in failure, 
solitude, ill health, and privation. Then, 
with deserved and boundless wealth at his 
command, he starts paying back all those 
to whom he owes either good-will or ani
mosity. His methods of discharging these 
debts are so intricate that he must needs 
employ a large staff of trustworthy and 
fearless assistants to handle the manifold 
details. One of his chief aides, a rugged 
and courageous youth, is the character 
whose perilous adventures in dispensing the 
old man's doles of justice provide the tur
bulent action with more than its share of 
the thrilling and mysterious. In this vein, 
Mr. Packard has never done better. 

JACOB'S WELL. By PIERRE BENOIT. 
Translated from the French by ANGELO 
S. RAPPAPORT. International Publishers. 
1926. iz. 

Most epople would like to learn some
thing about the Zionist Movement if they 
could do so without effort. M. Benoit's in
teresting novel, "Jacob's Well," will exactly 
meet this desire. It gives a sufiiciently ac
curate picture of the movement and is at 
the same time a rather fascinating story. 
"Jacob's Well" might stand as a refutation 
of the putative statement of King Ferdi
nand which M. Benoit quotes: "The Zion
ist is a Jew who pays another to go and live 
in Zion." M. Benoit feels the poetry of the 
Zionist ideal, recognizes the Messianic zeal 
in many of its followers, and presents 
vividly the actual situation in Palestine with 

'all its hardships, discouragements, and un
noted heroisms. He indulges in no false 
sentiment. The leading character, Hagar 
Moses, a Levantine courtesan transiently 
caught up in the Zionist movement, is de
picted convincingly without mawkish moral-
izings or equally mawkish ffistheticisms, 
Her husband, the hunchback idealist Isaac 
Cochbas. is drawn wirl, r ;. : • ; , . .: V >.' ' 

succession of incidents and a not too extrava
gant plot hold the reader's attention through
out. 

T H E SUNKEN GARDEN. By NATHALIA 
CRANE, Seltzer. 1926. $2. 

Here is a first novel hot from the type
writer of the famous Miss Crane,—one 
must, at the age of thirtten, forever lay 
aside "Nathalia" and "the Brooklyn won
der-child"—which is naturally to be stud
ied with a special interest in view of the 
success of the author's two books of poems, 
and the even greater journalistic success of 
the controversy about her work. 

It proves to be a romantic story, all about 
two castaways who undergo a great many 
trials and tribulations at the hands of na
ture and the elements, on an island off the 
African coast. The island is completely 
equipped with all the proper tropical flora 
and fauna, and a highly diverting time is 
had, together and separately, by the pair, 
until they are separated by a final tragedy. 
The male castaway is delightfully named 
Octans, and is a descendant of one of the 
thirteenth century child crusaders, who 
strayed to Africa. The heroine is less in
teresting, a mere modern g'irl Srom ai 
wrecked yacht, recalling Barrie's Lady 
Angela. The process of their education and 
establishment of a life on the island forms 
the bulk of the book, and Nathalia Crane 
goes through the paces much as Defoe or 
Bernardin de St. Pierre, or Rose Macaulay 
and H. de Vere Stacpoole have before her. 
There are individual moments in the story 
that have the greatest charm and liveliness. 
The account of the Children's Crusade, and 
the description of the python, for instance, 
could scarcely be improved. But it is 
worth setting down that the little poems 
separating each section of the book, and 
the author's advertisement, are clearly su
perior to the prose narrative. 

It is a little difficult to see why Nathalia 
Crane's abstract feeling for words, and her 
talent for using them, should be more effec
tive in verse than in a novel, but at present 
this is the case. The lush prose of "The 
Sunken Garden," in which she uses so many 
colorful descriptive words and so many pic
turesque but obscure names, is not an im
pressive .accomplishment for an author of 
her experience. This sophisticated simplicity 
is dangerously like the tedious magazine ro
mances of her elders. In fact, "The Sunken 
Garden" is not at all a childish book in 
either its qualities or its defects. It shows 
the fine and sensitive mental quality of her 
earlier work, and an astonishing lyric sense, 
even as her poems do. However, it also 
bears frequent traces of library research 
and hothouse imagination of a type not par
ticularly healthy. Perhaps these are the 
signs of immaturity. Provided they do not 
seriously affect Miss Crane's poetry, no one 
can seriously object to her getting them 
out of her system in a novel. 

THE SCAMP. By Virgil Markham. Macmillan. 
$ 2 . 2 5 . 

A N T O N R E I S E R . By PhiUpp Moritz. O x f o r d 

Un ive r s i t y P r e s s . 80 cen t s . 

T H E W O N D E R I N G M O O N . By George Wesson. 

D o d d , M e a d . $ 2 . 

T H E L E P E R S H I P . By Isadore hhevinne. N e w 

Y o r k : H a l c y o n B o o k s . $ 2 . 
H O N E Y M O O N ' S E N D . By Howard Rockey. 

M a c a u l a y . $2 ne t . 
M E N C A L L I T L O V E . By Inez Sabastien. 

M a c a u l a y . $2 ne t . 
T H E L O S T P E A R L . By Francis Grierson, C l o d e . 
T H E S T R A N G E A D V E N T U R E O F J A M E S S H E R V I N G -

TON. By Louis BecJie, L i p p l n c o t t . 
C A L E B P E A L E E . By Frank K. Rich. A l t e m u s . 

$2 ne t . 
T H E S E C R E T L O V E H O U S E . By Maravene 

Thompson, $ 2 . 
T H E B A N D I T P R I N C E . By Sessue Hayakawa. 

M a c a u l a y . $2 n e t . 

History 

Foreign 
L E S F O R M E S D E G O U V E R N M E N T D E G U E R R K . 

Les Presses Un ive r s i t a i r e s de F r a n c e ( Y a l e 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ) . 

L A L E G I S L A T I O N E N L ' A D M I N I S T R A T I O K A L L E -

MANDE EN B E L G I Q U E . By 3, Firenne a n d 
M. Vauthier. Les P r e s s U n i v e r s i t a i r e s de 
F r a n c e ( Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ) . 

M O N U M E N T S DES P R I X E T DKS S A L A I R E S P E N 

D A N T LA G U E R R E . By Lucien March. Lea 

Presses U n i v e r s i t a i r e s de F r a n c e ( Y a l e U n i 
vers i ty P r e s s ) . 

E L C A S T I G O D E L D I S C R E T O . By Lope de Vega. 

T o g e t h e r w i t h A Study of C o n j u g a l L o v e in 
H i s T h e a t r e . By William L. Fichter. 

U N T E R E S K I M O S U N D WALFiscHFaNOERN. By 

Kurt Faber. Stuttgart: Lutz. 
A R C H I V KilR BUCHGEWERBE UND G E B R A U C H S -

GRAI'HIK. Typographic als Kunst. Leipzig: 
Verlag dcs Deutschen Buchgewerbeverelns. 

DIE M.^TRATZENGENFT. By Alfred Meissner. 
Stuttgart; Lutz. 

VON DER LIEBE DEN FRAUEN UND DER GALAN-

TERIE AUS NINON DE LENCLOS BRIEFEN. By 

.4. Sanger. Stuttgart: Lutz. 
L'.^RT ET LA PHILOSOPHIE DES I N D I E N S DK 

L V I M C R I O V E DU N O R I ) . By Hartley Burr 

AU.'.utiJir. I ' a i i s : Lc roux . 

ANGLO-DUTCH RELATIONS FROM 
T H E E.ARLIEST TIMES T O T H E 
DEATH OF WILLIAM T H E T H I R D . 
By J. F. BENSE. Oxford University 
Press. 1925. $5.50. 

In preparing a dictionary of the Low-
Dutch elements in the English vocabulary, 
Dr. Bense found it necessary to study the 
relations, commercial, political, and lit
erary, between England and the Low Coun
tries. The present volume thus serves as 
a kind of introduction to the forthcoming 
dictionary, but may also be read indepen
dently as an historical sketch of the in
debtedness of English to Dutch civilization. 
Place-names such as Frisby indicate Frisian 
settlements in England before the Norman 
Conquest. In the twelfth century there were 
colonies of Flemings in Wales, and from 
that time on inhabitants of the Low Coun
tries came to England in large numbers, 
chiefly as weavers, whose superior crafts
manship often aroused the jealousy of tht 
English. In the sixteenth centui'y immi
grants who sought refuge from Alva's re
ligious persecutions became as influential a; 
the manufacturers and artisans. Dr. Bense 
records every possible kind of Dutch in
fluence from the introduction of importan'i 
arts, like that of printing, which Caxton 
learned at Bruges, to the sport of skating, 
which Pepys first saw in December, i66t , 
and thought "a very pretty art." In gen
eral, the book is a compilation of facts 
rather than an interpretation of history. An 
elaborate index makes it a useful work of 
reference. 
BRITISH INDIA FROM QUEEN ELIZABETH TO 

LORD READING. By An Indian Mahommedan. 
Putnam. $8.50. 

M.-^CEDONIA, THRACE, AND ILLYRIA. By Stanley 

Casson. Oxford University Press. $7. 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN EUROPE. 

By Frederic Austin Ogg. Revised edition. 
Macmillan. 

RURAL SCOTLAND DURING THE WAR. By David 
I. JoneSj H. M. Conachery Joseph F. Duncayi, 
and W. R. Scott. Oxford University Press. 

Miscellaneous 
S T E P C H I L D R E N O F M U S I C . By Eric Blom. D i a l . 

$ 2 . 5 0 . 

D I C T I O N A R Y O F C O S T I N G . By R. J. H. Ryall. 

P i t m a n . $ 3 . 

S A L E S M E N I N M A R K E T I N G S T R A T E G Y . By Lev-

erett S. Lyoti. M a c m i l l a n . 

A P O P U L A R E N C Y C L O P . E D I A O F H E A L T H . By 

Lee K. Frankel. A . & C. B o n i . $ 3 . 5 0 . 

P L A I N T A L E S OF T H E N O R T H . By Capt. Thierry 

Mallet. P u t n a m . $ 2 . 

G A M E S F O R S P A N I S H C L U B S . By Colley F. 

Sparkman. N e w Y o r k : In s t i t u t e de las 
E s p a n a s en las E s t a d o s U n l d o s . 

M I N D M A K E S M E N G I A N T S . By Richard Lynch. 

D o d d , M e a d . $ 2 . 

A C H I E V E M E N T . A m e r i c a n E d u c a t i o n a l P r e s s . 
P S Y C H O - A N A L Y S I S F O R N O R M A L P E O P L E . By 

Geraldine Coster. O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . 
85 cen t s . 

T H E M I N D O F T H E M I L L I O N A I R E . By Albert W. 

Atwood. H a r p e r s . $ 2 . 5 0 . 
M E N A N D R U B B E R . By Harvey S. Firestone in 

co l l abo ra t i on w i t h Samuel Crowther. D o u b l e -
day, P a g e . $ 3 . 5 0 ne t . 

T H E D U F F E R ' S H A N D B O O K O F G O L F . By Grant-

land Rice. I l l u s t r a t e d by Clare Briggs. M a c 
m i l l a n . $ 3 . 5 0 . 

Pamphlets 
S C O T T ' S K E N I L W O R T H . D r a m a t i s e d f o r School 

Use by E. C. Abbott. O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s . 15 cen t s . 

S C O T T ' S W O O D S T O C K . D r a m a t i z e d f o r School 

Use by E. C. Abbott. O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s . 15 cen t s . 

W H E N J O H N W E S L E Y P R E A C H E D I N G E O R G I A . 

By E . M e r t o n C o u l t e r . S a v a n n a h : G e o r g i a 
H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

T H E B R I T I S H A C A D E M Y . Sir Adolphus William 

Ward. 1 8 3 7 - 1 9 2 4 . L o n d o n . 
A M E R I C A N O P I N I O N O F G E R M A N U N I F I C A T I O N . 

By John Gerou) Gazley. Co lumbia U n i v e r s 
ity P r e s s . 

D E V O L U T O N I N G R E A T B R I T A I N . By Wan-

Hsuan Chiao, Ph.D. Co lumbia U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s . 

T H E P O E T R Y O F U G O FOSCOLO. By Antonio 

Cippico. O x f o r d P r e s s . 35 cen t s . 
S H A K E S P E A R E I N I N D I A . By C. J. Sisstn. 

O x f o r d P r e s s . 7 0 cen t s . 
E N G L I S H H A N D W R I T I N G . By Roger Fry and 

E. A. Lowe. O x f o r d Un ive r s i t y P res s . 
SCOTT'S POLAR JOURNEY AND THE WEATHER. 

By G. C. Simpson. O x f o r d Un ive r s i t y P res s . 
85 cen t s . 

E X C A V A T I O N S A T C A R T H A G E . By Francis W. 

Kelsey. M a c m i l l a n . 
R E A D N G : A V I C E OR A V I R T U E ? By Theodore 

Wesley Koch. E v a n s t o n , C h i c a g o : N o r t h 
w e s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y . 

O N T H E C O L O P H O N S A N D M A R G I N A L I A O F I R I S H 

S C R I B E S . By Charles Flummer. O x f o r d U n i 
vers i ty P r e s s . $ 1 . 

T H E B I B L E T R E A S U R E C H E S T . O x f o r d U n i v e r 

sity P r e s s . $ 1 . 
T H E B R I T I S H C O M M O N W E A L T H I N T H E P O S T 

W A R W O R L D . By Alfred Zimmcrn. O x f o r d 
P res s . O n e SJiIlIing ne t . 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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CARLYLE AND MILL 

A N I N T R O D U C T I O N T O 
V I C T O R I A N T H O U G H T 

By E m e r y Neff 

T o m a k e c lea re r and m o r e vivid 
t h e r e l a t ionsh ip of t h o u g h t of the 
twen t i e th c e n t u r y to tha t of the 
n ine teen th is the purpose of this 
b o o k . 

"To study understandingly, as Mr. Neff 
has done, two such thinkers as Carlyle 
and irill in the setting of the life and 
thought of their time may well be to 
get valuable suggestions for the solution 
of old problems that puzzle us still " 
—The Nation. 
Second Edifitm, Revised, Now Ready 

Pp. viii + 435. $3.00 

-i 
AT BOOKSTORES 

Or direct from the Publishers 

C O L U M B I A U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S 
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Poetry 
A V E N U E S O F SONG. By M A R Y B A L L A R D 

DuRYEE. T h e Br ick R o w Book Shop. 
1926. 

Miss Duryee ' s unpre tent ious vo lume of 
poems, l ike so m a n y others, fa l l s under the 
too common head of undist inguished lyrics. 
T h e r e are occasional lines in which there 
is a fine consciousness of vowel and conso
nanta l v a l u e s — 

Attd heard betiveen my lo've and me 
Drowned Death ride by. 

T h e r e a re other lines in which a po ignancy 
of feel ing is suggested ra ther than sa id— 

The night rain he?ns us all about. 
Even our thoughts cannot sli-p out. 

Fina l ly t w o which have the ra re sound, 
c h a r m — 

Study magic not frofoundly— 
Lest you nevermore sleep soundly. 

But this is the best than can be said. T h e 
reader m a y find f ragments that are pleas
ing, but he wi l l no t find a n y t h i n g a p -
proach ing the most fugi t ive th r i l l of dis
covery. P leasant and sheltered and sensi
tive to emotion as the poems are , no th ing 
obscures the fac t that they have n o t h i n g in 
par t icu lar to say and no par t i cu la r way of 
saying it. T h e y are poetical lyrics, nega
tive to a degree, tha t even so short a 
while ago as a decade w o u l d have been 
dubbed feminine and so damned . 
QUEST. Ry Eleanor Slater. Yale University 

Press. $1.25. 
PROMETHEUS. By Clarence W. Mendell. Yale 

University Press. $2. 

NEGRO WORKADAY SONGS. By Hozvarii W. 

Oilum and Gw^ B. Johtison. University of 
North Carolina Press. $3. 

BEYOND THE ROCKIES. By William Augustus 

Banks. Dorrance. 
SELECTED POEMS OF ALEXANDER POPE. Edited 

by Louis J. Brcdvold. Crofts. 
GREENSTONE POEM?. B ' 

$2.50 net. 
T H E FORMS OF POETRY 

Harcourt, Brace. 
Si'ABKS AND EMBERS. By Edna Dcnham Ray

mond. Seltzer. $1.75. 
YEAR Boot: or POEP.TS: jctif). Edited hv Ci^arlrs 

Har)irnond Gibson. Boston: American Poetry 
.'Vssociation. 

By Harold JIc 

Witter Banner. Kr.f'pf. 

By Louis UntenT.'-\fr. 

Do SINGING RAWHIDE. 

$!.^o net. 

UNH-ERPITY OF WASHINGTON POEMS. Second 

Series. Edited by Glenn Hughes. University 
of Washington. $1.7^. 

SAVONAROLA. By Cluirlotte Eliot. London: 

Cobden Sanderson. 

SAI-LINGS. Pittsrunph: Schol:!stic Publishing: Co. 

$i.=;o. 

EEITHALAMTON. By Edr^ni'id Sprusrr. Crofts. 

Scien ce 
ICE AGES. BV A. P. Colr!r;a<7. Macmillan. $4. 
CLOUDS AND WEATHER PHENOMENA. By C. / . 

P. Cave. Cambridge Unlvcrsltv Press 
(Macmillan). 

T H E MUSIC OF THE ST-HERES. By Florence 

Armstrong Grondal. Macmillan. $^-. 

Travel 
T H E PARIS TH.AT Is PARIS. By Watson W/:i/e. 

Scribners. $^. 

FLORIDA. By Kenneth L. Roberts 

$2.50. 

ISLAND NIGHTS ' J'INTERTAINMENT 

.SOUTH SEAS. By Robert Louis 
(Everyman's Library). Dutton. 

WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA. By Charles 

WatertoK. Dutton. 80 cents each. 

T H E LURE OF ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. By 

Frances M. Gostling. McRrlde. $2.?o ne£. 

Harpers. 

I N THE 

Stes^ensoii. 
80 cen:s. 

The Reader's Guide 
Conducted b)- MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Inquiries in regard to the selection of books and questions of like na ture should 
be addressed to M R S . B E C K E R , C/O The Saturday Review 

(^ 

XiZE B A B V . By Milt Gross ( D o r a n ) . 

A STL PY OF B R I T I S H G E N I U S , By 

Havelock Ellis ( H o u g h t o n Mif 
flin). 

S O M E A M E R I C A N L A D I E S . By Meade 

Minnigerode. ( P u t n a m ) . 

(Capt.) A. W., Washington, D. C, has 
seen a brief revieio of a book on great circle 
sailing, and asks for its title and publislter. 

T H I S is "Grea t Circle Sa i l ing , " by L. M . 
Berkley ( W h i t e Book Co. , N . Y. , 

$ 1 . 5 0 ) . A grea t circle is a circle whose 
p lane cuts the centre of the sphere and 
divides the globe into halves. Nav iga to r s 
choose to sail a long the per imeter of a 
great circle whenever they can, and this 
book makes it possible to do so by exact 
forimilie. 

Now let us demand of those who pre 
pare for us manuals of ethical nav iga t ion , 
a s imilar text-book f o r sa i l ing on g rea t 
circles ill human relations. One could then 
be sure, fo r example , of steering an exact 
course between the respective r igh ts of 
capital and labor . Church and State, or, on 
a smaller scale, between the part ies of a 
di\(Hce suit. Get out your formuLx', de
termine a grea t circle, and proceed on a 
mondia l course. It would be such a com
fort if r ights , duties, and obl igat ions could 
be made to fall apa r t into two neat ha lves ; 
as it is they have a way of coming ou t 
deplorably lopsided. 

The re ' s something in this idea of g rea t 
circle sai l ing about which the mind likes 
to play, and the reason w h y I could tell 
Captain W, the name of his book so readily 
is because when first I saw the notice of it 
the above thoughts p i rouet ted in to m y 
head. 

/ . S. D., Palestine, Texas, asks if I can 
recommend a one-volunte history of Eng
land to re-place Green's "Short History," 
bnrjie.l ixith this reader's library, 

THF, one I not only recommend to others 
but keep at hand fo r my personal use 

is M o w a t ' s " H i s t o r y of Grea t B r i t a i n " ( O x 
ford Universi ty P re s s ) . T h i s is a fa t l i t t le 
book (it many pages and excellent illus-
t r a i ions ; one must have had some exper i -
eu'-:- n i th O x f o r d books to believe that 
^^ith a page so small the type could be so 
clvar and reaslable and the i l lus t ra t ions so 
comfor table to the eye. T h o u g h so large 
a subji-et is treated there is no forced con-
deiisatKei, iind though it is to be used as 
a tcvt-l>!iok it is adapted to the purpose of 
the home reader. 

M. 1. H., Fieacon, N. Y., is making out 
a progrciii: of club study of comparative 
re.'iy;ion.^. 

T \ R. R O B E R T H U M E ' S " T h e W o r l d ' s 
-*--^ Liv ing Rel ig ions" (Scr i l iner ' s ) , is a 
siiial! I'.iaimal prepared , I believe, f o r use 
iiv ihc-oiogical students as an int roduct ion 
to the suhiert . T h e text-book a r r a n g e -
uieiir I'iakes it especially well adapted to 
i;^e i»' a study g roup , and the reading-l ists , 
iiinvlels i.f their kind, lead the interest of 
till- student ;.Iong lines of f i i r iher research. 
It 1̂  accinaite in its statements and imbued 
With >\\ 'et reasonableness. 

/.. A. A'., Slocielon, Cat.., a'ks for boohs 
t', I'leip hi j-lamiing a study course on Mex
ico pass a)hl present. 

« ' \ ^ F . X I C O of the M e x i e m s , " by Lewis A 
•»•'-'- Sjieiiee i S t T i b n - r ) , is .a general sur- -ti. 

vc\- lit l i te ami conditions, like the other 
books ahoiir countries in this valuable series. 
'I he racial problem is given careful t rea t -
m--iit by Wiillaee T h o m p s o n in " T h e People 
of Mexico'" ( I L i r p e r ) , and the same au
thor 's "T i i e .Mexican .Mind" (L i t t l e , 
Bro ' i in ) , -iviiicli describes traits and customs 
of the people, should be kept a t hand. A 
fileinlly and fiinnv book is C. M . F l a n -
drau ' s "Viv:i M . ' x i c o l " ( .Apple ton) , which 
i.oor-- than one American resident has told 
iiie IS an excellent method of ge t t ing an 
i('e:i c t u l ia t l ife there is like, to a sympa-
tli<-ie.' American. V'ernon Quinn 's "Beaut i -
f:il M \ i e o " (S tokes ) , is ful l of pictures 
of i;indH'apes and archi tecture, a book f o r 
the in tending t ravel ler or one w h o is look
ing for a reviver of memories . " M e x i c o : 
an Int i - rpreta t ion," by Car le ton Beals 
( H u e h s c h ) , is a social history of the na

tion, especially in its re la t ion to other coun
tries. T h e problem of her re la t ion to us 
is discussed in C. L. Jones 's " M e x i c o and 
Its Recons t ruc t ion" ( A p p l e t o n ) , and , a m o n g 
other problems, in iE. D . T r o w b r i d g e ' s 
" M e x i c o T o d a y and T o m o r r o w " ( M a c m i l 
l a n ) . I f this c lub is a r r a n g i n g its meet
ings in the order of a tou r of the pr inc ipal 
cities, " T h e Pre tender Pe r son , " by M a r 
gare t Cameron ( H a r p e r ) , an amus ing 
t rave l novel , wi l l help in p l ann ing the 
jou rney . 

M . 0. Eldersley, Saskatchetvan, Canada, 
asks for a cotnprehensive book on dramatic 
construction, suitable for a beginner. 

< « ' T p H E Techn ique of P l ay W r i t i n g , " by 
-•- Cha r l t on A n d r e w s , one of the pub

lications of the H o m e Correspondence 
School, Springfield, Mass . , is suitable fo r 
a beginner , and George Pierce Baker ' s 
" D r a m a t i c T e c h n i q u e " ( H o u g h t o n Miff l in) , 
is comprehensive, so you wil l have to have 
both of them, and don ' t stop before you 
read W i l l i a m Archer ' s " P l a y - m a k i n g " 
(Sma l l , M a y n a r d ) . 

/ . M. J., Pinehurst, N. C, asks about 
books on the technique of short-story 'writ
ing with which to supplement a correspond
ence course. 

TH E college student who has taken a l l 
sorts of courses and can ' t wr i te , and 

heaven knows there are plenty of them, 
should read "Bet ter W r i t i n g , " by H e n r y 
Seidel Canby ( H a r c o u r t , B r a c e ) , lately 
f rom the press. I t br ings a hea l thfu l and 
needed real izat ion that most Amer ican books 
on w r i t i n g have too much about substance 
and not enough about style. Af t e r a l l , 
a f t e r a l l , there is such a t h i n g as l i tera ture . 
If, t h rough the chapter on who should and 
should not %vrite, the student is led to beat 

his typewri te r into p run ing-hooks , I care not_ 
f o r if he is meant to be a wr i t e r no th ing 
wi l l stop his wr i t i ng . "Story W r i t i n g : 
Lessons f r o m the Mas te rs , " by F . M . Pe r ry 
( H o l t ) , analyzes stories f r o m Poc to 
Michae l A r l e n ; the result is not so much 
directions fo r p roduc ing as st imulus to
w a r d do ing so. I have lately spoken of 
" H o w to Wr i t e a Shor t S tory ," by Michae l 
Joseph ( H o l t ) , and " T h e Commercia l Side 
of L i t e ra tu re , " by the same experienced 
Eng l i shman in col laborat ion with G r a n t 
Over ton ( H a r p e r ) : these are directions fo r 
ge t t ing into p r in t ra ther than Parnassus , 
honest advice and well-seasoned. 

HE R E a re t w o m o r e maps . T h e Clarke 
Steamship C o m p a n y of Quebec, evi

dent ly not ic ing the interest in this corner 
of the paper in i l lus t ra ted l i t e ra ry and his
torical charts , sends me an invi tat ion to 
view the 7x11 i l luminated map by Cory 
K i h ' e r t of the Gu l f of St. Lawrence and 
lands adjacent , showing the discoveries and 
e-jT'nts of that pa r t of the New W o r l d f rom 
Er i c the Red ( 9 6 ) to the siege of Louis-
bu rg ( 1 7 5 8 ) . T h i s is a decoration f o r their 
new steamship " N o r t h l a n d , " r u n n i n g f rom 
M o n t r e a l to N e w f o u n d l a n d . T h e other is 
a poster published by the O x f o r d Universi ty 
Press called "Books of the West Count ry 
fo r Ho l iday R e a d i n g , " pr in ted in blue and 
black and showing the count ry of " L o r n a 
D o o n e , " several of T roUope ' s novels, and 
the plays of Slieridan. I was permi t ted to 
carry off a copy f rom the most endear ing 
publ ish ing establishment in London , A m e n 
House, the hid-a\yay home of the Oxford 
Universi ty Press. 

5'. M. S., Boston, Mass., asks for books 
for a bookplate collector. 

C O M P R E H E N S I V E survev of the 

" A Bib l iography of Bookplate L i t e ra tu re , " 
published by the Spokane Publ ic Library . 
T h i s is not an everyday l ib ra ry pamphle t , 
but a collector 's item, price five dol lars , 
pr inted on American ve l lum, 500 copies, of 
which 450 are fo r sale, numbered and 
signed by the editor, George W . Ful le r . 
An idea of the extent of bookplate l i te ra ture 
m a y be gained f rom the fact that there are 
30 pages of index in which the books are 
a r r anged by subjects, besides the main list 
and in t roduc tory mate r ia l . T h e bibl io
graph ica l w o r k is by Verna B. G r i m m , and 
the " R a n d o m T h o u g h t s on Bookplate Lit
e r a t u r e " by W i n w a r d Prescott , who is said 
to own the largest collection of this mater ia l 
in existence. T h e collector should by no 
means leave out the "Bookp la t e A n n u a l , " 
published by Al f red Fowle r a t Kansas City, 
Mo. 
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Argosies 
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Literary News 

WE are g o i n g t o l e t y o u 
in to an office s e c r e t . O r 
perhaps it i sn' t a s e c r e t , 

for y o u m a y already have 
g u e s s e d that t h e P h o e n i x 
N e s t s w e have b e e n r u n n i n g 
d u r i n g t h e g r e a t e r part of his 
a b s e n c e w e r e w r i t t e n en 
masse b y t h e P h o e n i c i a n b e 
fore h is d e p a r t u r e for E u r o p e , 
and that t h e p r o c e s s i o n of 
birds bear ing c o p y a c r o s s t h e 
At lant i c w a s a p u r e f i gment 
of t h e imag inat ion . . S u c h it 
w a s . But n o w t h e P h o e n i c i a n 
h imse l f is o n t h e At lant ic , 
r e t u r n i n g o n l y a s h o r t t i m e 
ahead of h is coadjutor , t h e 
c o n d u c t o r of B o w l i n g G r e e n , 
and l ike h im bear ing rare 
spo i l s in the w a y of l i terary 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 

T r u l y t r u t h i s s t r a n g e r than 
f ic t ion. W h a t n o v e l i s t c o u l d 
have c o n c e i v e d a m o r e u n 
l ike ly h a p p e n i n g than that 
C h r i s t o p h e r Mor ley after t h r e e 
days of u n s u s p e c t e d p r o x i m 
i ty s h o u l d h a v e d i s c o v e r e d 
the P h o e n i c i a n in a r o o m 
a b u t t i n g o n his in a L o n d o n 
h o t e l ? B u s y days for b o t h of 
t h e m t h e y w^ere, w i t h a vis i t 
t o t h e Z o o w i t h Rudyard 
Kipl ing and tea w i t h A n d r e 
Maurois as ou t s tand ing e v e n t s 
for Mr. M o r l e y , and c h a t s 
w i t h t h e S i twe l l s , and A l d o u s 
H u x l e y , and J o h n Gals
w o r t h y as r e d l e t t e r h a p 
p e n i n g s for t h e P h o e n i c i a n . 
G o o d talk t h e y b o t h had, and 
p l e n t y that wil l y ie ld fasc i 
nat ing mat ter for c o m m e n t . 

W e ' r e te l l ing y o u this b y 
w a y of i n t r o d u c i n g t h e s ta te 
m e n t that if t h e persona l i t i e s 
as wel l as the w o r k of au thors 
is of i n t e r e s t t o y o u , t h e r e 
wil l b e m u c h i n t h e c o l u m n s 
of b o t h t h e B o w l i n g G r e e n 
and t h e P h o e n i x N e s t dur ing 
t h e c o m i n g m o n t h s t o e n g a g e 
y o u r a t t e n t i o n . 

P e r h a p s , t o o , y o u h a v e 
s o m e fr iend w h o e n j o y s int i 
m a t e g l i m p s e s of l i terary ce l 
ebr i t i es . If y o u have w h y n o t 
take a m o m e n t t o fill o u t 
the c o u p o n b e l o w w i t h his 
n a m e and address ? 
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I have mentioned your name to : 

Itf you send a sample copy to 
this friend of mine who is really 
interested in books you may find a 
new subscriber. 
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