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The New Books

The books listed by title only in the classified list below are noted here as received.

Many of

them will be reviewed later.

Biography

A HUGUENOT FAMILY IN THE
XVITH CENTURY. The Memoirs of
Philippe de Mornay, written by his Wife.
Translated by Lucy Crump. Dutton.
1926. $3.

Chance often lends international import
to books of ephemeral merit while books of
intrinsic interest lie forgotten on dusty
shelves. The latest addition to the notable
Broadway Translations was such a neg-
lected book, and the English reader is in-
debted to Lucy Crump for the fine trans-
lation and even finer introduction. These
memoirs were written in 1600 by the
capable wife of Philippe de Mornay, and
they give a graphic picture not only of
her honored husband but also of the re-
ligious and political turmoil of the time.
Miss Crump’s illuminating Introduction of
79 pages makes clear the gaps made by
the centuries since the memoirs were written,

The volume makes evident how religious
reform, which came as an outgrowth of
the revival of learning, was in the second
half of the sixteenth century endangering
the establishment of France as a nation.
Philippe de Mornay, Sieur du Plessis Marly,
one of the most influential Huguenots of
his time, was in the forefront of this re-
ligious agitation. He maintained his ad-
herence to the Protestant Church in the face
of great temptations, and not once did
political preferment divert him from his
religious puritanism. At the same time he
furthered energetically the political unity
of France, and his diplomatic achievements
placed him among the leading Frenchmen
of his generation. He was for many years
the close concillor of Henry of Navarre,
and his honesty and astuteness were fre-
quently made use of by Henry III and
Queen Elizabeth of England. When Henry
of Navarre was with his help crowned
Henry IV, the Edict of Nantes did signal
honor to both king and concillor.

This intimate story of M. de Mornay is
related by his wife with restraint and
sobriety. He appears a Puritan in posses-
sion of broad sympathies, a diplomat of un-
usual foresight and candor, and above all
a truly admirable human being.

The import of this volume to the modern
reader is enhanced because of the unique
sidelights which it throws on contemporary
French life. The manner in which educa-
tion was then administered, the extent of
the Grand Tour and travel in general, the
various reactions to the massacre of St.
Bartholomew, a quarrel with puritanical
ministers over the way ladies should dress
their hair, an attempted assassination and
the prolonged and curious procedure by
which the assailant and his victim were
finally reconciled,—these are only a few of
the things which are described with unusnal
vividness in the pages of these memoirs.

BEETHOVEN. By PaurL BEkKKER. Trans-
lated by M. M. BozmaN. Dutton. 1926,

Paul Bekker’s ¢“Beethoven,” which ap-
peared in German in 1911, and has now
been adapted and very well translated into
English by M. M. Bozman, is easily the
best book to wuse as a supplement to
Thayer’s great biography. Thayer pur-
posely c¢xcluded a description and critical
discussion of Beethoven’s music itself, and
it is with this that Bekker is chiefly con-
cerned. He is guided in his study by inde-
pendent thought, a keen sense of values, and
sympathetic insight, Moreover, he has an
unusual command of the difficult task of re-
producing musical impressions by means of
words. His analyses are not encumbered
with technical terminology, and seldom do
they become vaguely rhapsodical. While
certain of his verdicts might be disputed
they are all worth serious consideration.

In the first chapter Bekker accomplishes
brilliantly the difficult task of boiling down
the biographical facts of Thayer’s three
long volumes. He separates his narrative
severely from the study of the compositions,
believing that “Beethoven’s work regarded
broadly is autobiographical, bearing wit-
ness to thoughts and feelings which occu-
pied him at different periods of his life,
but to attach anecdotes to individual works
is manifestly absurd.” This biographical
chapter is accurate in 21l but a few details,
as for Instance in the statement that
Beethoven’s grandfather came from Hol-
land to Bonn, whereas he was Flemish and
came from Antwerp. The appendix con-
tains a very handy tabular summary of the
events of Beethoven’s life and also a clearly
arranged chronological table of his works.

In his second chapter Bekker describes
Beethoven’s personality, and here surpasses

Thayer because he understands much bet-
ter the workings of a musical mind., Un-
like most writers, however, he does not let
his conception of Beethoven’s character be-
come a mere transcription of the emotional
effect of his music. He acquaints us with
Beethoven’s sufferings and heroism, but gives
us the idea of a human being very different
from the blameless martyr who still figures
in popular character sketches of Beethoven.

Beginning with the third chapter on
“The Poetic Idea,” the book is devoted to
Beethoven the musician. “The sum of
Beethoven’s message was freedom, artistic
freedom, political freedom, personal free-
dom of will, . . . of faith” But Bee-
thoven’s freedom rests upon a firm ethical
basis. It is a happiness to be achieved only
through a stern conflict with fate.” Al-
together this is a book which will clarify
an appreciation of Beethoven and arouse
a new eagerness to listen to his music.

A SPEAKER’S COMMENTARIES. By
the RT. HoN. THE ViscOUNT ULLSWATER.
Longmans, Green. 1926, Two vols,
$12.

Lord Ullswater, better known as Mr,
Speaker Lowther, occupied the Chair in the
House of Commons from 1905 to 1921.
There have been many testimonies from
all the political parties to his gifts of tact
and good judgment, but the most important
of these is his record; for it is not by
any means an easy matter to carry out the
duties of such an onerous, thankless, and
important office with the ability, vision, and
firmness that combined to make him a pop-
ular yet respected Speaker.

It is the integrity of his reputation that
leads one to expect from his memoirs in-
formation of value to the historian and
interest to the layman. Unfortunately both
will be disappointed. The historian will
hardly be repaid for reading these two
books and the ordinary reader of biography
will find little amusing and nothing in-
structive in the mass of inconsequential per-
sonal anecdotes with which these com-
mentaries are filled. ‘The distinguished
author has set down in a straightforward
manner a record of his life which appears
frankly trivial. Much of it concerns petty
social engagements that can but appeal to
his close friends and contemporaries; his
political observations are threadbare and
perfunctory; and even concerning the
duties of his office he has no information
to impart that is of vital concern or of
significant import.

Drama

POMP and Seven Other Plays for Little
Theatres. By Sapa CowaN, Brentanos.
1926, $2.

This collection of one-act plays bears
the stamp of movie technique in which Sada
Cowan has had wide experience, for she
is perhaps better known as a writer of
scenarios than of short stories, poems, and
plays. Of these eight short plays, three
are more or less frankly propaganda:—one,
“The State Forbids,” deals with the prob-
lems of birth-control and draft-conscrip-
tion; another “Pomp,” with church cere-
monial and the breaking away from church
convention; and a third, the highly morbid
“In the Morgue,” already popular with
Little Theatre groups as a Grand Guignol
thriller, with the unfairness of our modern
system of worshipping power and money.
Of the other five, “Sintram of Sagerrak” is
a poetical fantasy of a half mad youth
and his struggle to decide between the love
of an earthly girl and that of the Sea, his
imagined mistress, In whose clutches he
plunges to his death. “The Cat” is a
tragedy of a forced marriage between a
Geisha girl, and a cruel Japanese husband;
“Collaboration,” a triangle love sketch;
while “As 1 Remember You,” and “The
Ball and Chain” both have as their theme
the power of “The Past” to ruin the sup-
posedly secure ‘“Presents” of various types
of people,

In fact Miss Cowan seems to be particu-
larly fascinated by ladies with “purple
pasts” and the dire consequences thereof.
One keeps hoping to meet someone who is
natural and simple, and everyday among
her characters, but they are all hectic,
tortured creatures who act exactly as au-
diences trained in the De Mille school of
screen-art expect them to act. It is almost
worse when the author waxes tragically
fantastic. Her straining towards the poetic
is so marked. To be sure there is a certain
heavily dramatic skill here. Miss Cowan
piles her effects to count for all they are
worth and there is no letting up of the

(Continued on next page)
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“Interesting and charm-
ing .Sound humor and
subtle character drawing.”

—Saturday Review

The New Novel by

WILLIAM J. LOCKE McCutcheon

George Barr McCutcheon has [
written a boldly original and ex- |§
citing story of the feudbetween
the Jaggards who lived at the top B
of the hill and the Waynes who
lived at the bottom, and the §
momentous happenings when §
Bennie Jaggard won

THE HEART OF
BARBARA WAYNE.

Kindiing
and Ashes

$2.00 at Booksellers DODD, MEAD §

82.00 at Booksellers

Just Published |

THE HORTON TWINS "
By FANNY KILBOURNE ) _ 4

A charming story of the momentous comedies and.tragedles .
in the lives of the jolly, young Hortons, parents of twins. $2.00

!

THE PEARL THIEF |
By BERTA RUCK .

A mystery tale with all of Berta Ruck’s charm an,d spirit.

The pearls, a Countess, a beauty, a diamond merchant’s young

heir complicate the adventure, $2.00

HERE COME SWORDS I
By COUTTS BRISBANE - ) ‘
Romance of medizval Italy, full of color, humor, spirited action m
and incident. $200 .

THE D’ARBLAY MYSTERY i
By R. AUSTIN FREEMAN, ;.;
Author of “The Red Thumb Mark” ) ] h
A new “Thorndyke” detective story skilfully developed with .
clever suspense in the telling. $2.00 ““

GHOSTS, GRIM AND GE&%H o
Compiled by JOSEPH LEWIS
%he be};thhost stories of many famous authors, H. G. Wells, HN
Oscar Wilde, Algernon Blackwood and others. $2.00 =

THE CRUISE OF THE “CACHALOT” I
By FRANK BULLEN '
A handsome gift edition of Bullen’s famous sea tale. Tllus- l
trated in full color by Mead Schaeffer. Uniform with =
“Moby Dick,” etc. $3.50 l
TWO VAGABONDS IN SWEDEN AND LAPLAND "
By JAN and CORA J. GORDON ' mz
The interesting and amusing tour of two literary vagabonds. ..
Vividly iflustrated. $5.00 H
THE WONDER AND GLORY OF THE STARS il
By GEORGE FORBES ] )
How to know the stars and everything about them, in the light il
of the latest scientific discoveries. $2.50 -
At all Booksellers
DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, 449 Fourth Avenue, New York "

“The essays them-
selves do not reveal
the power and pro-
fundity of Emer-
son’s mind as do
these informal writ-
ings.”—New York
Times.

THE HEART OF
EMERSON’S JOURNALS

Edited by BLISS PERRY

The great wealth of material hitherto found only in the
ten volumes of the Journals has now, for the first time,
been made readily accessible in this notable book. The
result is not only a self-portrait of the great Concord phil-
osopher, unequalled in clarity and vivid interest, but a
superb picture of American life in the last century. $3.00

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

Emerson’s Journals
form the most “re-
markable history of
a human intellect
that has ever been
written.”— Literary
Digest.
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SORRELL %#
AND SON

By Warwick Deeping
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Something to think about—

Stephen Sorrell gave up everything for the perfect
confidence of his son—he began life over again, in
middle age, for one human being. How many
fathers enjoy a beautiful relationship with their
sons ?
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Sorrell and Son is one of the most widely read
novels in America to-day because every one who
reads it recommends it. Do you want to miss a
book that means so much to its readers?
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A tip to act on—
BUY YOUR COPY NoOw!

EIDHD

11th large printing - - $2.50 at all bookstores
ALFRED A. KNOPF

DCHEEBRBCHED

730 Fifth Ave., N. Y.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AN AMERICAN QUARTERLY REVIEW
Edited by Archibald Cary Coolidge

recognized as the most authoritative publication in the
field of international relations, presents a series of impor-
tant articles on current questions

IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE

President Calles of Mexico

in a signed contribution states the point of view of
the Mexican Government in dealing with the land
and oil problems and with the Catholic Church

Other leading articles:

The Prospects of Anglo-American Friendship
By A. G. GarDINER, formerly editor of the London Daily News

World Food Resources

By Avronzo E. Tavror, Director of the Food Research Institute
at Stanford University

British Policy in the Mediterranean
By Sir Freperick Mauricg, Director of Military Operations,
British General Staft, 1915-1918

Are American Loans Abroad Safe?

By Henry M. RosinsoN, formerly a member of the Dawes
Committee

The Future of the Philippines

By Steruen P. DuccaN, Member of the Educational Mission
to the Philippines

July, 1914

By BerNaportE E. ScmMmITT, Profesor of Modern History in
the University of Chicago

Also: The White Man’s Task in Tropical Africa, by Sir Freperick D.
Lucgarp, formerly Governor-General of Nigeria; The Reconstruction of
Hungary, by Sik ARTHUR SALTER, Director of the Economic and Finance Sec-
tion of the League of Nations; Great Britain and Russia in China, by NicuoLas
RooseveLt, of the editorial staff of the New VYork Times; Our Foreign Loan
Policy, by Jou~ Foster DULLES, formerly an American member of the Supreme
Economic Council; notes and maps on disputed territorial questions, and sec-
tions on books and source material,

This Issue Free to New Subscribers

Enter a year's subscription at the regular rate of $5
ond we will send yow at once the important
October issue FREE — a saving to you of $1.25

o St (Y ey S Gty S B et et S e S G et Yatel PR S St S et et WA Fp S DO T St ot D

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 25 West 43rd St,, New York SR-1
NGME oo
Please enter me for a year's
subscription and send me at once  Sfreet
the October issue FREE. I en- R
close $5. (017 2 U State

The New Books

Drama
(Continued from preceding page)

gloom, if gloom is to be the order of the
day. She sees her plays through to a
finish, leaving no shadow of a doubt in
the reader’s mind, as to her own opinions
on the problems she is presenting.

RED OLEANDERS. By RABINDRANATH
TAGORE. Macmillan. 1925, $2.

With the plays of Tagore it is always
as if one saw the characters moving through
a thin gauze curtain. His people are vague
creatures;—a little hazy and indefinite as
to outline; dreamlike and slow as to mo-
tion.  Only their words come with any
sort of distinctness and even these are
often so vague, and symbolic as to be
almost unintelligible to the definite, more
matter-of-fact Anglo-Saxon mind, We
confess to a steadily growing sense of
baffled bewilderment as we read page after
page of “Red Oleanders.” There were
times when Truth did seem about to poke
its head out of the maze and Reality to be
just around the corner, but never once did
either come out and stand fairly and
squarcly in the open for all to see. This
doesn’t seem to be playing quite fair with
readers, to our way of thinking. Why
write in the play form if one never expects
to make one’s people real enough to be able
to appear on any stage; not even upon the
stage of the brain, which is, after all, one-
of the most exacting in its requirements?

This play is a long, and rambling treatise,
apparently, on slavery,—the mental as
well as the physical sort. There are various
men toiling in some vast underground
mine:—a King; a philosopher; a governor,
and other shadowy figures all more or less
under the influence of Nandini, a girl who
wears a string of red oleanders about her
neck, again apparently the badge of
slavery dyed red by human heart’s blood.
Many of the lines spoken by this girl and
by the others are full of poetical beauty in
themselves, Often, standing alone, they are
philosophically illuminating, In an essay
or poem all this might be simpler and
easier to understand. As it is, the reader
wallows in a kind of heavy, sleep-pro-
voking sweetness in which the mind becomes
gradually inactive. Much of this may be
the fault of translation in which case we
offer Mr. Tagore our sincerest apologies,
but although we scarched on our review
copy, we could find no mention of a trans-
lator.
GRANITE. By

$1.75.
BraumonT AND FLETCHER ON THE REsTora-

TioN STAGE. By Arthur Colby Sprague.

Harvard University Press.

Clemence Dane. Macmillan.

LrreraTurRE IN THE THEATRE. By W. 4.
Darlington, Holt. $3.50.
Fiction

THE WHOLE STORY. By ELIZABETH
BiBesco, Putnam, 1926, $2.

A flavor of Ouida and Disraeli permeates
these short stories. It is true that the Prin-
cess Bibesco’s heroines are vastly occupied
with the psychology of love, and that they
are subtly introspective to a degree undreamt
of by the sentimental beauties of an earlier
day. But they are the same grandes amour-
eusesr with even grander passions, and are
loved by the same astonishingly handsome
and excessively noble noblemen. All the
characters are a thousand times more bril-
liant and charming than anyone else in the
world, including their fellows in the story.
For all those upsetting little problems of
the modern world, they manage to live in
palaces, or at least in palace-hotels. The
scene, therefore, is cosmopolis, and it is a
very bright and highly scented realm.

As becomes the daughter of her mother,
the Princess knows how to make an epigram
tell, and how to heighten and point an
imaginary dinner-table conversation until it
seems that every word has been transmuted
and has taken on some rare and paradoxical
significance. There are a number of good
things in her stories; a wit that is often
new in form or application is hers, and no
doubt for placing such brilliance within the
reach of every reader, for his personal use,
she is deserving of the fervent thanks of
every hostess, She experiments a bit with
style, and has a slight tendency to reiterate
a fine phrase or a trifle of happy descriptive
prose, but in general her writing is worthy
of the smart dialogue. When she is most
serious she is most interesting, but a kind of
uncertainty appears to take possession of her
mind and pen. The characters hesitate and
are puzzled and obscure, only to lapse into
festoons of epigrams again on the next page,
with an inhuman inventiveness and perfect
self-confidence.

It is not difficult to see, however, that the

Princess’s greatest gift is a highly individua
brand of satirical sentiment; the first story
from which the volume takes its name, -
the best example of this, possibly because :
deals with a governess who is also a famot
authoress, a woman with a Monte Carl
mind and a suburban soul, while only to
frequently the central figure is a Gran
Duchess yearning for the peace and bour
geois respectability of a smal Adtel meuble
For some reason the first is the more impor
tant type. In the study of the polite an
highly pictorial love affair, from the firs
occult contacts until the participants hav
wearied of analysis, the author is obviousl
unfortunate. She makes a great many gen
eralizations around this subject and is nc
once platitudinous or narrow in her poin
of view, nor is she carried away by a mor
than fitting sentiment. Of the many clever
ly arranged intrigues, “Miss Fanshawe,
“While There Is Life— “What Can th
Matter Bel” and “The Red Cushion” secen
the most worth while. “Red Hair” add
a family portrait group that is decidedl
entertaining, and in another sphere “The L.
Perroni¢ére Letters” with its delightful iron
succeeds in very ncarly equalling the qual
ity of the title story. The whole book i
far from the work of a titled amateur, an
the Princess has evidently mastered the tech
nique of the short story as well as the ar
of observing character, “The Whole Story’
was theroughly worth writing, and in th
reading even the dedications are striking
Trying to determine why “Red Hair” shoul:
have been offered to Augustus John, an

. what the reactions of Christopher Morle:

to “1913-1923” must have been is a fascin
ating occupation, quite as fascinating anc
unreal as the stories themselves.

KELLER’S ANNA RUTH. By ELsn
SINGMASTER. Houghton, Mifflin. 1920
$2.

It is a joy to find one author who car
strengthen the conviction that there shoul
be compensation for hardship, and restitu
tion for self-denial, Elsie Singmaster be
lieves that realism and realization are no
incompatible, for she has taken the skei
of a young girPs dreams, warped an
tangled by disappointments and disillusion
ments, and has woven a plausible tapestr
of which the theme is recompense, Th
entire plot may be summed up in the on
word, faithfulness,—the heroine’s faithful
ness to her mother, to her sister, to he
brother, to her father, to her lover, and t
herself, which eventually finds its reward.

“Keller’s Anna Ruth” is another nove
of small-town life, but more particularly i
might be called an epic of the grocery store
Anna Ruth’s highest outlook is from :
window above her father’s store whenc
she gazes upon Duke Street and its in
habitants until it is time for her to descenc
to her monotonous duties downstairs in the
midst of odors in which she was born anc
brought up. But in spite of this, despon
dency never overcomes her nature; she hug:
a little oft-repeated and consoling formul:
to her heart: “I have my father, and m
mother, and Roger, and Juliet and Arthur.
She is her father’s slave. He owns her. He
stifles her impulses. He deceives her. He
reduces her to a grocery clerk and hold:
her in penury. And only after his death
when it is found that he has left her :
fortune, does she overthrow her old life ir
one magnificent gesture by giving the gro
cery store and its contents to a poor friend
and go forth to grasp happiness.

“Keller’s Anna Ruth” is a keen picture of
miserliness and its effects. It is also, to b¢
sure, another episode in the epic of rural
Pennsylvania which the author begar
building up in “Katy Gaumer” in 1914
But, best of all| it is a story which has no
been spoiled by pessimism or morbid detail
The author seems to be on friendly terms
with her characters. She sympathizeg with
them, loves them, and encourages them tc
speak through her; she does not use them
as helpless puppets to voice her own con-
victions, It would be difficult to describe
the charm of her style. Its smoothness i
like that of an unruffled, undeviating stream,
Its limpidity grows more marked with each
of her works, Miss Singmaster’s book is
on a high plane.

THE BLUE CASTLE. By L. M. MonT-

GOMERY. Stokes. 1926. $2,

The author here has vsed to well-worn
theme of a chief character given, by a
doctor, a year or less to live, and the con-
sequent weighty problem of how to get
the most out of the intervening time.
Valancy Stirling, repressed, unattractive old
maid of twenty-nine, is the chosen victim,
and when she learns that her days are num-
bered, she seeks in all too familiar ways to
gain . one blissful hour. The imaginative
reader may suspect that Valancy’s malady
will not prove fatal, that in revolt she will



