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The Reader's Guide 
Conducted bv MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Inquiries in regard to the sc-lertinn of books and questions of like nature should 
be addressed to MRS. BECKER, C/O The Saturday Revim: 

R. S., Do-j.'agiac, Mich., planning a 
vtotor irif through Ne-jj England, asks for 
hooks with information on historic ani 
scenic high sfots. 

" O E E I N G THE EASTERN STATES," 
^ by John T. Paris (Lippincott), is a 

larye, woU-iUustrated tra^-cl-yuule, one of 
a series much used in planninfj motor tours. 
"Xew England Hiijhways and Byways from 
a Motor Car," by Thomas D. Murphy 
(Page), describes a trip taken in the golden 
Northern month of September, too miles a 
day; half the pictures are in color. "Old 
Paths and Legends of the New England 
Border," by Katharine M. Abbott (Put-
nams), covers Connecticut towns, the Deer-
field region, the Bcrkshires, and other 
famous localities. "Old Neiv England 
Inns," by Mary C. Crawford (Page) , !\Iary 
Northen'd's "We Visit Old Inns" (Small, 
Maynard), and "The Romance of Old 
New England Roof trees," by Mary C. Craw
ford (Page), are interesting not only to 
legend-lovers but to antique-hunters. "Tour
ing New England on the Trail of the Yan
kee," by Clara Walker Whiteside (Penn) , 
is an illustrated record of a trip from the 
neighborhood of Greenwich through New 
Haven, Lyme, Providence, New Bedford, 
northward, taking in the Peterborough 
Colony. W. E. Kitchin's "Wonderland of 
the East" (Page), is for the guidance of 
motor tourists, with good pictures of scenic 
attractions. 

My own favorite approach to New Eng
land—though I am glad enough for the 
motor journeys on which I have been taken 
so many times—is by the humbie secondary 
road or foot-path—best of all, the moun
tain trail. The present headquarters of this 
department is along the road in Vermont. 
I am therefore in a position to appreciate 
books like "The Harvest of a Quiet Eye," 
by Odell Shepard (Houghton MifHin), es
says derived from walking experiences in 
this part of the world, "Vacation Tramps 
in New England Highlands," by Allen 
Chamberlain (Houghton MifHin), a small 
book that will open a new country to many 
walkers, and "Trails and Summits of the 
Green Mountains," by Walter Collins 
O'Kane (Houghton MifHin). This is 
pocket-sized, and has besides the information 
tlie mountain-climber needs, the story of the 
opening of the trails. 

P. H. B., Chester, Vt., asks for books on 
nmnismMics, and inforTnation on tlie pres
ent value of old coins. 
« « / ^ H A T S ON OLD COINS," by F. W. 

^ ^ Burgess (Stokes), gives facts about 
coins of ancient and modern Europe, the 
United States and the British colonies, also 
about tokens. The bibliography will give 
an enthusiast further leads. Tlie Numis
matist, a monthly magazine for collectors 
of coins, medals, and paper money, is pub
lished at Federalsburg, Md. 

E. R. P., Ne--M York, asks for novels 
about Ro7ne and Berlin, in line ^j:ith the 
list of novels ^oAth Paris as their scene. 
A/fODERN Rome is the scene of Wil-
^ ^ franc Hubbard's "Donna Lisa" (Mac-
niillan), but the leading characters are all 
foreigners, and the young lady in the centre 
comes from Virginia. Isabel C. Clarke's 
"It Happened in Roiue" (Benziger), takes 
place in the Pilgrimage Year, with the Holy 
City crowded with tourists and pilgrims; 
the heroine is a convert and the divorce 
problem figures in the plot. T, W. Wilder's 
spectacular" "The Cabala" (A. & C. Boni), 
presents a brilliant group in high society. 
"Pagan Fire," by Norval Richardson (Scrib-
ncrs), concerns an ambassador's wife. "The 
Harvest Moon" (Doran) , which though 
written by J. S. Fletcher, is not a detective 
story, places a good part of its action at 
Rome, where the descriptions of architecture 
are quite detailed; this story is concerned 
with the descendants of Dutch engineers 
and workmen brought over by Charles I 
to drain the great marsh in the southern 
corner of Yorkshire, and still preserving 
there a Dutch landscape peopled with Dutch-
named Englishinen. "Roman Pictures," by 
Percy Lubbock (Scribners), is not really a 
novel, I suppose; the thread holding in line 
these lovely sketches is very slight, but I 
know of no better book for getting a sense 
of scene in the Holy City—especially if 
with it is read the only book I know at all 
like Lubbock's, though not imitated from 
it, Stark Young's sketches of Rome in "The 
Three Fountains" (Scribner). "Things 
Greater Than He," by L. Zuccoli (Hol t ) , is 
an unforgettable story of a misunderstood 

boy; the pictures of everyday fainily life 
are not elsewhere to be found in translation. 

This inquirer—the initials are those of 
P'-dwin Robert Pctre, head of the Institute of 
Foreign Travel and author of the practical 
little guide for the first trip abroad, "When 
'WJU GO to Europe" (Literary Digest)—says 
fhat he is familiar with the older publica
tions of this sort, so I do not tell him of the 
six no\els of Marion Crawford that deal 
with Rome, though the beginner should 
know that the beaver-like industry of Craw
ford in documenting his writings make his 
references to places and historic events un
usually reliable. Everyone knows the reg
ulation guide-book novels, but I wonder if 
the Italian scene of William Dean Howells 
is as well-remembered as it should be? 

These books are for the modern city: 
for ancient Rome there are the familiar 
historical novels listed in "Baker's Guide to 
Historical Fiction," and of recent years 
two quite different stories pay especial at
tention to details of everyday life. A. C. 
Allinsun's "Cliildren of the Way" (Har-
court. Brace), is a story of the first years 
of the Church, with spirited street scenes and 
descriptions of interiors. "The Comedians," 
by Louis Couperus (Doran) , is a startling-
ly real bringing-back of the life of the 
Suburra, and the conditions under which the 
theatre operated in the days when actors all 
were slaves. 

Novels of Berlin, recent and in transla
tion, are not so easy to name; "The Ninth 
of November," by Bernard Kellermann 
(McBride), is a novel not without im
portance as a historical document, for it 
preserves the general frame of mind and 
some of the conditions of life in the last 
days of the Great War. "Hetty Geybert," 
by G. H. Borchardt (Doran), is a family 
chronicle of eighty years ago, when 
women's position was not what it is now, 
in Germany or anywhere else. I can give 
this inquirer news of a Budapest novel, 
Louis Joseph Vance's "The Dead Ride Hard" 
(Lippincott), in which the Red Terror 
in Hungary figures, and one in which the 
hero goes to Vienna to study, Adelaide 
Eden Phillpotts's "Tomek the Sculptor" 
(Little, Brown), art students will recog
nize the descriptions. But I would be glad 
to know of any novels of fairly recent pub
lication in which the scene is Berlin: 
Thomas Mann's tremendous family chron
icle, "Buddenbrooks" (Knopf) , takes place 
in North Germany. There is a story of 
post-war Berlin in Vernon Bartlett's "Topsy-
Turvy: Tales of Europa Deserta" (Hough
ton Mifiiin). 

D. L. W., Boston, Mass., asks for hooks 
on amateur magic and parlor tricks, adding 
that he fears "so lo~Mly a subject is rather 
out of my line." 

TV/fURMURING that I do not use a line 
•^'-^ but a net, I hasten to reassure this 
inquirer on the lowliness of his subject; 
it is a good thing for him that Houdini is 
not here to catch sight of this column, which 
he used regularly to read and to which he 
more than once brought aid. Tlie best in
troduction I know to this subject, one that 
is ideal for tile beginner's use, "is "Magic 
in the Making," by John Mulholland and 
Milton Smith (Scribner). Honors cluster 
about Mr, Mulholland, w"ho is a member 
of the Society of American Magicians, the 
Magicians Club of London, and the Magic 
Circle; both he and Mr. Siriith arc teachers 
in Horace Mann School for Boys. There 
are diagrams and draw-ings in this little 
book, and the important subject of patter 
gets proper attention. 

One never stops with a single book of 
this sort, how^ever. "Magic for Amateurs," 
by W. H. Radclifle (Appleton), describes 
fifty tricks calling for very little apparatus. 
A famous book of this sort, much larger 
but not too difficult for a determined 
amateur, is C. L, Neil's "Modern Conjurer 
and Drawing-Room Entertainer" (Lippin
cott) , an English book that has been popu
lar for years. A reccntlv issued English 
book for young people, "The Bov Show
man," by A. Rose (Dutton), has a chapter 
on parlor magic, ventriloquism, and various 
iricks; this is a fine book for home use, for 
it has all sorts of peep-shows, panoramas, 
and Punch entertainments, the latter with 
the words given. The works of Professor 
Hoffmann are published by Dutton: the 
most important are "Modern Magic" and 
"Later Magic," especially the latter. Dut
ton also publishes Houdini's "Miracle 
Mongers and Their Methods," "The Un
masking of Robert Houdini," and "Hou

dini's Paper Magic;" the last-named is not 
too difficult for boys. 

I can recommend these books because I 
have had the pleasure of knowing at least 
half a dozen devoted magicians who talked 
to me about the literature of their art. But 
would I study one myself? No, I am the 
ideal audience for the conjurer; I refuse 
to know how the bunny gets into the hat! 
enough for me that he gets out. A sleight-
of-hand performance is the only place in 
the world where I put my reason in pawn 
—secure that I can redeem it unimpaired 
on the way out, 

Â . R., Chapel Hill, N. C, asks for books 
of tra'cel in Gernrany, q/cvL'tj" post--a'ar con
ditions if possible, for a course of reading 
in a rural sttidy-cbtb for vjomen. 
j j N the nineteenth of October, according 
^-^ to the announcement of the house of 
McBride, Robert Medill McBride's "Towns 
and People of Modern Germany" will ap
pear; judging from the prospectus this will 
be just what this club needs. His trip was 
made by rail, motor, steamboat, and aero
plane, and covered the country from the 
Hanseatic cities to Nuremberg, Dresden, and 
Leipzig; there are many pictures. "In the 
Footsteps of Heine," by Henry James For-
man (Houghton Mifflin), was published in 
1910, but the countryside from Gottingen 
to Ilsenberg—which Mr. Forman traversed 
on foot—is not one to call for up-to-date 
treatment. One of the most interesting of 
the many foot-tours of Harry Franck is 
"Vagabonding Through Changing Ger
many" (Century). "Motor Rambles in 
Central Europe," by F. C. Rimington, is a 
recent Houghton MifHin publication: in
tended for use on the road, it would give 
a stay-at-home traveler more than a taste 
of the Black Forest, Bavaria, and the Tyrol. 

In this connection the group will be in
terested in "The New Germany," by Dr. 
Ernst Jaeckh (O.xford University Press), 
three lectures by one who has been a lead
ing German liberal since 1902, and "Ger
man After-War Problems," by Kuno 
Francke (Harvard University Press). 

W. H. B., Neiv York, asks ivhat famous 
books ivere tvritten in prison. 

I HE names of "Pilgrim's Progress," Sir 
-*- Walter Raleigh's "History of the World," 

Wilde's "Ballad of Reading Gaol" and "De 
Profundis," and certain short stories of O. 
Henry, come at once to mind, but there I 
stick. Mrs. Kate O'Hare's "In Prison" 
(Knopf) , is by a political prisoner in Jeffer
son City Penitentiary, and Thomas Mott 
Osborne's "Within Prison Walls" (Apple-
ton) describes his experiences during a 
week's voluntary confinement in Auburn, 
while Frank Tannenbaum's "Wall Shadows" 
(Putnams), draws some of its force from 
the author's enforced stay behind bars. 

The New Books 
{Continued from preceding page) 

Pamphlets 
THE HILL OF RENNINGTON. By Daniel L. 

Cody. Rutland, Vt.: Tuttle. 
THE ONE THOUSAND COMMONEST WORDS. Writ

ten in Isaac Pitman Shorthand. Pitman. 25 
cents. 

ART .IND INSTINCT. By S. Alexander. Oxford 
Unlvcrsifv Press. 70 cents. 

MUSEUMS AND NATIONAL LIFE. By Sir Frederic: 
Grorgr Kenyan. Oxford University Press. 

B. P. GRENFELL. Oxford University Press. 35 
cents. 

NATIONALITY, COLOR, AND ECONOMIC OPPOR-
TrxJTV IN THE CITY OF BUFFALO. By A'iles 
C.Tpmitr. University of Buffalo. 50 cents. 

Philosophy 
AX EXPERIMENT W I T H T I M E . By 

J, W. D U N N E , Macmillan. 1927. $2.50. 
Mr. Dunne proposes an unusual thesis 

and does so because he has had an unusual 
experience. Many readers will find it hard 
to follow the argument, and the reviewer 
can help them but little. The experience is 
that of getting an impression, mostly in 
dreanif, of events or little episodes with 
some measure of detail, which events later 
appearing in reality, are found in that sense 
to have been anticipated. Some of these 
events have a personal reference and would 
otherwise not have been observed, and 
others have a wide interest: such as the 
dreaming of a volcanic eruption in advance 
of the Martinique disaster. Now it must 
not be supposed that Mr. Dunne is dealing 
with anything quite on the level of "dreams 
that come true" or even of experiences 
which would take hiin to the Society for 
Psychical Research and enroll him in the 
group who believe in mystic powers of 
foreseeing the future. Mr. Dunne has a 
scientific, an engineering type of mind and 
has made inventions in the field of aero
nautics. These experiences have led him fo 
entertain an hypothesis that some would 
call as daring as an exploit in the air and 
others extravagant. 

It is nothing less than a suggestion after 
the manner of Einstein's theory of rela
tivity, or some higher mathematical con
cept of other dimensions than those we live 
in, of the possibility that occasionally the 
time-sequence is reversed, and the future 
succeeds the past. In other words, that in
stead of taking time by the forelock as a 
precautionary measure, there is the hint of 
a world in which, like in "Alice in the 
Looking Glass," things happen in the re
verse order; and we recall that "Lewis 
Carroll" was a mathematician. Mr. Dunne 
tries to invent a mathematical scheme in 
which time-reversal might be a possibility. 
It is something like the notion that if ™'' 
only could get out sufficiently far in spi 
in the universe where it would take li| 
a hundred years or more to reach us, 
might now be actually seeing the events 
Napoleonic days. One could dismiss it all 
as fantasy were it not plain that the entire 
spirit of the enterprise is a serious one, 
and that as a bit of literature it belongs to 
the speculative considerations of space and 
time, the stability of which have been given 
a shock by the doctrines of relativity. But 
for most of us time is too precious and 
its order too fixed to be seriously disturbed 
by such a speculation. 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONALITY. By P. F. 

Val cntinc. Appleton. $2.50. 
PRINCITLES OF ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY. By Ed

mund S. Conklin, Holt. 
ESSAYS IN PHILOSOPHY. By James Ward. Mac

millan. 
THE SOCL\L BASIS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. By 

Trigantl Burfoze. Harcourt, Brace. $4. 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CHARACTER. By A, A. 

Pohark. Harcourt, Brace. $5.50. 
(Continued on page 63) 
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By the Author of 

MISS TIVERTON GOES OUT 
THIS DAY'S MADNESS 

HouseMade 
With Hands 

An acute and delicate study of a girl's 
heart and mind; a novel of charm, grace 
and sensitiveness; marked by the same 
maturity, the same strange intensity, the 
same uncannyinsight that distinguished 
the author's other books. 

0*¥¥*=fXTT;H= W2.50 all stores "v. BOBBS-MERRILL] ^^F^^p^^^^ip^Q 
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borzoi ^ooks 
Among the most distinguished of an 

Unusual Season 
—and made for more than their 

season 

BALZAC 
By Rene Benjamin 
Illustrated. $5.00 

MEMOIRS OF 
CATHERINE THE GREAT 

Translated by Katharine Anthony 

I l lu s t r a t ed . $5.00 

S t r u g g l e s a n d T r i u m p h s : 

o r 

The^ife of P. T. BARNUM 
Written by Himself 

W i t h an in t roduc t ion by George S. B r y a n . 

P r o f u s e l y i l lus t ra ted . 2 vo lumes boxed . 
$10.00 

MORNINGS IN MEXICO 
by D. H. Lawrence 

$2.50 

ORIENTAL ENCOUNTERS 
by Marmaduke Pickthall 

$3.50 

THE SEARCH for ATLANTIS 
by Edwin Bjsrkman 

$2.00 

At all bookshops 

In Canada, from The Macmillan Company of 
Canada, Ltd., St. Martin's House, Toronto. 

Alfred ^ . Knopf 
Pub l i she r N e w Y o r k 

^ » ^ - « 

from T H E I N N E R SANCTUM of 

SIMON and SCHUSTER 
Publishers . .37 West 57th Street . New York 

J "Afore Exciting Than Fiction 
and /Selling Faster!" O u r a d v e r t i s i n g 
staff h a s a p a r d o n a b l e f o n d n e s s for t h a t 
head l i ne , h a v i n g e m p l o y e d i t fo r w e l l 
o v e r a mil l ion Cross Word Puzzle Books 
a n d m o r e t h a n o n e h u n d r e d a n d fifty 
t h o u s a n d copies of The Story of Philos
ophy. N o w t h e y s a y i t a p p l i e s e v e n 
b e t t e r t o Trader Horn, t h a t i n c r e d i b l y 
r o m a n t i c r e c o r d of a C o n r a d h e r o 
c o m e t o life, w i t h a l l t h e m y s t e r y a n d 
s t i ngo of 1 h e H e a r t of D a r k n e s s . 

) I n o u r i n s i s t e n c e o n u n d e r 
s t a t e m e n t a n d p rec i s ion , w e cha l l enged 
t l ie s l ogan , b u t t h e e m b a t t l e d c o p y 
w r i t e r s a n d sa les p r o m o t i o n s t r a t e g i s t s 
p u t a l l t h e n i c e h e s i t a t i o n s of The 
Inner Sanctum t o r o u t b y f l a u n t i n g 
t h i s official a n d i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e c o m 
m u n i q u e of The Baker and Taylor 
Company, A m e r i c a ' s l a r g e s t w h o l e 
sa lers of b o o k s , a n d t h e l o r d h i g h 
m a s t e r s of t h e b e s t seller l i s t s : 

'^More siabiliiy has hfen displayed in tJie 
field of non-fiction. Svtn oflqsimontli'sien 
favorites continue wilti us. The only new
comers are TratJer Horn, Dunt Ksk and 
Mother India. The firstof these is neck and 
siionlders above the rest, and in point of actual 
dollars, its sales are far ahead of all rivals, 
both fiction and non-Jlciion." 

—ESSANDESS 

A New Novel by 
the Pulitzer Prize Winner 

A GOOD WOMAN 

"Renewed evidence that 
Bromfield is one of the 
best novehsts writing 
English todaJ^" 

—Herschcl Briclielt, N. Y. Eve. Post 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 

The Phoenix Nest 
\ \ 7 E L L , I see tha t I seem to have st irred 

"̂  ' up a good deal of commot ion w i th 
my l a s t—and first—piece, because Mr. 
Canby is n o w baclc and he has in t imated, 
" I s there no way of s topping H i m r " mean
i n g me, O 'Rei l ley ; but then he is g lad to 
get the copy he says, because I have been 
under his desk l is tening to h im ta lk about it 
and only scared when he wigg led his feet. 
T h e y have decided I a m to g o on whi le 
this Phcenician is still so f a r away , bu t I 
must say he is a good guy and I am a l l 
f o r h im fo r he has wired the office. 

M O U S E I T H O U G H T H E S A I D 
M O O S E S T O P H E IS A L L R I G H T 
A N Y W A Y S U G G E S T Y O U L E T H I M 
P I N C H H I T I M A Y N O T B E B A C K 
F O R S O M E T I M E S T O P AS I H A V E 
F O U N D T H E P R U N E S ON T H I S 
R A N C H A R E F I N E L O T S O F L O V E 
G I V E H I M A P I E C E O F C H E E S E T H E 
P H O E N I C I A N S T O P 

So they have put out some cheese but 
in a t r ap but I wou ld not touch it unde r 
those condit ions so I delivered my u l t i 
ma tum (wh ich is not the same as a ukase. 
Look it up in the old O x f o r d ) . I left a 
note f o r M r . Canby on his desk and said 
as f o l l o w s : 

Dear Mr. Canby; I have g-one into this 
thing con amore and would not do anytliing 
sub rosa. I think that trap is an insult. You 
can not get a hig-h-spirited mouse to work 
under such circumstances even thoug-h he is 
noble and disinterested. I have been reading-
a lot of detective stories and will write you 
an essay on them, but only on space. Mean
while, I will say J/2 box cheese per week, 
\\'hich is fair enough. I mean Camcrnbert. 

O'Reilley. 

So, of course, tha t b r o u g h t them to terms. 
Only we have reached a compromise on 
Amer ican . I get a piece every n igh t and 
take it away . T l i e f ami ly have al l con
gra tu la t ed me on my new j o b and I have 
got a pa i r of ho rn - r immed spectacles fo r 
use a t h o m e ; only they are a bit l a rge , so 
tliey pu l l the baby a round in them d u r i n g 
the day as a sort of a go-car t and I p rop 
then up at n igh t and do some reading. T h e y 
sort of m a g n i f y and I have to get across 
to the o ther end of the r o o m before I can 
real ly see t h rough them, but then I can see 
wel l and can a lways g o a round them up 
close if I w a n t to real ly make out a word . 
But still one absolutely has to have such 
spectacles in this game , f o r al l use them. 
Phcenix I loiow alwaj 's wore them because 
I broke them fo r him several times when 
he left them at the office by mistake. A n d 
to j udge by his l anguage he does not know 
much about the Society f o r Pure Engl ish 
which is p u t t i n g it ext remely mi ld ly . . . . 

I have been i m p r o v i n g my mind a good 
deal and have been read ing a book called 
" A Good Vi 'oman." " W h y , " asked my 
wife , "do you start by read ing a book 
called 'A Good W o m a n ' ? You don ' t want to 
be a good w o m a n , and anyway you couldn ' t 
be ; but you could, well be a good mouse 
if you gave it a little a t ten t ion ." Which 
is just the way people come back a t y o u — I 
mean w o m e n — w h e n you are t ry ing to im
prove your mind. " M y l a w s , " I said, " i t 
w o u l d do you some good if you were to 
read this book by M r . Bromfi.eld. H e re
cently won the Seltzer competi t ion and is 
r ega rded as a lead ing au thor , besides I th ink 
the t i t le wou ld be a lesson f o r y o u . " Which , 
I k n o w , was p u t t i n g it r a the r s t rong, f o r 
she rea l ly is an ext remely good mousess as 
they g o ; but I only meant it as a joke . But 
she cried a l i t t le . But tha t ' s a l l fixed up 
now. . . . 

M r . Bromfield says in his F o r e w o r d , 
which I have just finished, tha t " A Good 
W o m a n " is the last of a series of fou r 
novels f rom var ious angles wi th a s t rongly 
m a r k e d phase. Tliose are his words and 
I wrote a note to M r . Canby if that was 
pure Engl ish and he wro te a note back to me 
which said, " N o t so v e r y . " T h a t man is 
d ip lomat ic . But if M r . Bromfield has 
wri t ten fou r books as b ig as the one I 
c l imb about on I must say he is a roan of 
Hercu lean ( O x f o r d d ic t ionary) achieve
ment ( d i t t o ) . T h i s f o r eword has taken me 
a coupla n ights . ( M r . Canby wi l l j u m p 
on me for that aga in . And he is r igh t . 
You shouldn ' t say " a coup la , " but it is an 
old newspaper habit I have a ha rd t ime 
ge t t ing r id of. But this f o r eword is 
pre t ty solid read ing , especially as it is no t 
such pure Engl ish . M r . Bromfield also 
u.ses the locution ( tha t I heard f r o m M r . 
C a n b y ) "a l l -encompass ing ." W h i c h is, as 
M r . Canby would say, not so pure . But I 
mustn ' t say any th ing tha t wou ld arouse M r . 
Sumner , of w h o m I have learned recently, 
f o r this fo reword is real ly as pure as you 

could wish. I read it several evenings a loud 
to my wife . I t is only just no t such very 
good Engl i sh . . . . 

W e l l , where was I? I get very t ired 
sometimes bouncing a r o u n d on these keys 
and have not yet go t quite used to the 
racket. But in o u r wainscoat they th ink I 
a m remarkab le the w a y I have come up in 
the wor ld . T h e y are very p r o u d of me 
and are n o w t a l k i n g about a Welcome 
Home if I w o u l d only go off somewhere 
awhi le and s l a y — f o r a whi le . I have 
b rough t a good deal of excitement into their 
d r a b lives since I have come home wi th a l l 
this cheese and they have read w h a t I have 
been saying. You see I a m the first un 
fet tered mouse who has rea l ly b roken into 
self-expression. . . . 

Wel l , I was t a lk ing about M r . Bromfield. 
M y wife has made a good suggest ion. 
One could g n a w a w o n d e r f u l bed out of 
" A Good W o m a n . " I mean you could 
g n a w down into it unt i l you had a very 
snug re t reat . T h e book is so thick. W e 
have needed a good bed for some t ime 
anyway and you could line it wi th some old 
neckties and socks I have a round . Not 
my own. I do not w e a r socks. I a m a 
collector and (lave been col lect ing neckties 
and socks fo r a good whi le now. In fact 
they say—and I wish M r . H o p k i n s could 
see his way to us ing this somehow in his 
depar tment of rare books that I have the 
best necktie and sock collection in al l the 
wainscoats in our house. . . . 

But I was t a lk ing of M r . Bromfield. 
M r . Bromfield is a realist, so f a r as I have 
gone. H e wro te this f o r e w o r d on J u n e 
15th of this year, and when this number 
appears it it wi l l be only a coupla ( O h , there 
I go a g a i n ! ) a couple of months la ter . 
Which shows you how quickly they m a n u 
facture books in this country . W h i c h is the 
whole t rouble , as I heard M r . Canby say 
just the other day. M r . Bromfield wrote 
this f o r eword in Par is . I have never been 
t he r e ; but that has evidently affected his 
Engl ish . He has p robab ly been speaking 
French al l the t ime. Once I k n e w a 
French ra t . He was an apache which you 
pronounce apash. I did not k n o w h im l o n g 
but he chased me al l a round the wainscoats 
of t w o floors. I hope I never see tha t r a t 
aga in . He w i s as b ig as Dempsey. . . . 

But about I d r . Bromfield. I have n o w 
skipped the Contents P a g e and the page 
that has on it " P A R T O N E . T H E J U N 
G L E . " I ha'/e got to where it says " A 
G O O D W O M A N " in very b ig type. And 
I was read ing that last n igh t and every 
time my wife sees those w o r d s she l aughs 
for some reason now. She l aughs and sniffs 
both at once, ivhat I call a snafi. W e l l , it 
begins well . 

Of course t i e first t ime you wri te a r e 
view you na tu ra l ly cannot marsha l l you r 
thoughts in the order you w o u l d expect ; but 
I shall soon get this a l l d o w n cold. I t takes 
me very little t ime to pick up the knack of 
any th ing . W : l l , it was eleven o'clock a t 
n igh t when this woman—phe is evidently 
go ing to be the good w o m a n of the s to ry— 
well , when the good w o m a n came home she 
found this letter. I t looked just l ike an 
o rd ina ry l e t t e i—bu t I jus t k n o w it 's go ing 
to tu rn out to be a n y t h i n g but tha t . I t was 
on the d in ing table " in the d im radiance of 
gasl ight turned economical ly l ow in the 
dome hand-pt. inted in a design of wi ld -
roses." If I were go ing to criticize M r . 
Bromfield 's style I w o u l d say there were 
too many " i n " s in tha t pa r t . But then 
tha t would be hypocr i t i ca l—I mean ( O x f o r d 
Dic t iona ry ) hypercr i t ical . But I am a l 
ready interested in this Good W o m a n . M y 
wife chaffs me a bit about it. I am af ra id 
she thinks I am not a very good mouse to 
be read ing about good w o m e n , but if so she 
controls her t rue suspicions admi rab ly . . . . 

T h e r e wi l l be more about M r . B r o m 
field's work . And there wi l l soon be an 
essay called " W h y Mice D o Not Read D e 
tective Stor ies ." I could begin that r igh t 
now . . . but my wife has run up on 
the desk squeaking and is in quite a state, 
it seems. She says she is a f r a id this j o b 
of mine is go ing to break up our happy 
home l i fe . I tell her I get home as ear ly 
as ever at n igh t . But I real ly think it is 
this book about a good w o m a n that has set 
her th ink ing . You never can tell about 
women . Yet M r . Bromfield has wri t ten 
this whole book about one. I th ink it is 
too silly of iTiy wi fe to have such a sus
picious na tu re . But I suppose she thinks 
my idealistic na tu re wi l l catch fire and that 
I shall a lways now be t h i n k i n g about h o w 
good this w o m a n is and meanwhi le neglect
ing her. W e l l , it is just too silly, but n o w 
I must go home wi th her . 

O ' R E I L L E Y . 
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