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Points of View 

CICei^APIilE/ 
r € c e iPTj 
JOSEPH CONRAD 

LIFE A N D LETTERS 

By G. Jean-Aubry 
2 vols. $10.00 

THE GREVILLE DIARY 
Edited by 

Philip Whitwell Wilson 
2 vols. $10.00 

COUNT LUCKNER 
THE SEA DEVIL 
By Lowell Thomas 

$2.50 

TRIUMPHS of MEDICINE 
By H. S. Hartzog, Jr. 

$3.00 

THE RED KNIGHT 
OF GERMANY 
By Floyd Gibbons 

$2.50 

At all bookstores 
Doubleday, Page & Co. 

l/r 

fi: 

H A R P E R J U V E N I L E S 

MICHAEL OF IRELAND 
by Anne Casserley 

An utterly entrancing Irish fantasy that's 
as Irish as its jacket and its binding. $1.50 

A D A Y with BETTY A N N E 
hy Dorothy W. Baruch 

Adventures of everyday absorbingly told 
for children with suggestions for mothers 
who need new ideas for games. $1.50 

LITTLE SISTER 
by Margaret Kyle 

"A beautifully told story that reveals the 
very heart of childhood; with an introduc
tion by John Martin."—Boston Herald. 

$2.00 

I LIVE I N A CITY 
by James S. Tippett 

Tiny rhymes about the things a city child 
knows intimately with charming black and 
white drawings. $ .75 

The 

H A R P E R 6? BROTHERS - New York 

A NEW BEST SELLER 

SPLENDOR 
By BEN AMES WILLIAMS 
"A fictional parallel to M. 

Sullivan's'Our Times'— 
An interpretative chron» 
icle of American Life 
and manners from the 
eighties to date" 
—Herald Tribune. $2.50 

• D U T T O N 

H e n r y W a r d Beecher 
To the Editor of The Saturday Review. 
SIR: 

May I beg the courtesy of your columns 
to defend myself against the attack upon 
my "Henry Ward Beecher: An American 
Portrait" made by Mr. Beecher's grandson, 
Mr. Samuel Scoville, Jr.? To economize 
your space I shall try to confine myself to 
a statement of facts, without superfluous 
comment. 

Mr. Scoville says: 
1. "The sources which Mr. Hibben draws 

upon . . . include the National Police 
Gazette, extracts from yellow journals of 
the seventies, and anonymous pamphlets and 
posters." 

My sources include over 300 published 
books, the files of over 50 newspapers, be
sides unpublished manuscripts, original 
court, synod, and church records, and let
ters and documents. The principal news
papers cited are Henry J. Raymond's New 
York Tim£s, Horace Greeley's New York 
Tribune, Charles A. Dana's Sun, Joseph 
Medill's Chicago Tribune and the Indiana 
State Journal. In the so-called "scandal 
chapters" (XXI to XXVII inclusive), of 
288 references, 199 are to the court rec
ord. Only 60 are to newspapers, and these 
for comment, not as source material. Mr. 
Scoville is of course well aware that the 
National Police Gazette is cited in no refer
ence whatever to Mr. Beecher. 

2. "Robert Ingersoll, the noted atheist, 
is quoted as an authority upon Mr. Beech
er's life and surroundings." 

Col. Ingersoll was an agnostic, not an 
atheist. No nobler tribute to Henry Ward 
Beecher was ever written by any man, liv
ing or dead, that Robert G. Ingersoll's trib
ute to Henry Ward Beecher. 

3. "His [Mr. Beecher's] accusers were 
discredited and execrated as self-confessed 
liars and blackmailers." 

This somewhat intemperate assertion that 
Mr. Beecher's chief accusers confessed to 
perjury and blackmail is, of course, pre
posterous. All three died men of promi
nence and standing, and left families as re
spected as Mr. Beecher's family and quite 
as entitled to consideration. On page ii4> 
volume HI, of the report of Tilton vs. 
Beecher, Henry Ward Beecher himself, un
der oath, admitted that there was no black
mail in the case, and on page 1033 of the 
same volume, the judge, charging the jury, 
threw out all suggestion of blackmail. Mr. 
Scoville, in renewing an accusation thus 
formally repudiated, assumes a certain re
sponsibility for it, which I cannot share. 

4. "Their [Mr. Beecher's accusers] chief 
counsel became convinced of Mr. Beecher's 
innocence." 

Tliis is a fiction which rests on no foun
dation of fact. A story to that effect was 
launched by Mr. Scoville's father after the 
death of Mr. Beach, the counsel referred 
to. It was vehemently denied by Mr. 
Beach's family, legal associates, and friends, 
and is, moreover, belied by Mr. Beach's 
scathing arraignment of Henry Ward 
Beecher as a conscienceless seducer. 

5. "The largest council of Congrega
tional churches . . . investigated the 
charges . . . and unanimously found him 
[Mr. Beecher] to be innocent of any wrong 
doing." 

The council in question did nothing of 
the sort and found nothing of the sort. 
Having refused to hear Mr. Moulton, who 
wrote: "I am prepared to prove Henry 
Ward Beecher guilty of adultery and per
jury, by evidence both oral and documen
tary," the council found: " We hold this 
pastor of this church [Mr. Beecher], as we 
and all others are bound to hold him, 
innocent of the charges reported against 
him tmtil they Jiave been substantiated by 
froof." Italics mine. 

6. "Mr. Hibben fails to give any de
tails of the defense of Mr. Beecher, which 
had convinced three tribunals of his in
nocence." 

No three tribunals were ever convinced 
of Mr. Beecher's innocence. The Congre
gational council, referred to above by Mr. 
Scoville, itself found, on the contrary, that: 
"we cannot overlook . . . the dissatisfaction 
which more or less extensively prevails with 
the previous investigations," and recom
mended another. Mr. Beecher could, had 
he desired, have set at rest all doubts of his 
innocence by the same method which Theo
dore Roosevelt employed. Instead, he not 
only brought no suit for libel against those 
who repeatedly and publicly charged him 
with adultery and perjury, but withdrew 

the complaint he had filed against Mr. 
Moulton for criminal libel. 

7. "Mr. Hibben states that Mr. Beecher 
received a $15,000 stock bribe from Jay 
Cooke to boom the Northern Pacific Rail
road in the columns of the Christian Union 
of which Mr. Beecher was the editor. He 
offers as authority Ellis Paxson Oberholtzer's 
biography of Jay Cooke. No such state
ment appears in the biography." 

No such statement appears in my book, 
either. Far from accusing Mr. Beecher of 
accepting a bribe, I say: "There was, of 
course, nothing dishonest in Beecher's share 
in this transaction." Pages 164-166 of vol
ume II of Professor Oberholtzer's admir
able biography of Jay Cooke are devoted 
to listing those who were, in Professor 
Oberholtzer's phrase, "properly 'sweetened' 
to aid the enterprise" of the Northern Pacific 
Railway. Mr. Beecher's name appears on 
page 165 as down for $15,000 worth of 
stock. "Beecher's aid," says Professor 
Oberholtzer, "included the use of the 
Christian Union newspaper." That this aid 
was actually rendered by Mr. Beecher's 
paper is evident from the publication, be
ginning on page 403 of Volume II of the 
Christian Union, of a series of publicity 
articles advertised to the readers of the 
paper as "elaborated from notes taken by 
Mr. Wilkeson during a reconnaissance of 
the proposed route of the Northern Pacific 
Railway." 

8. "Mr. Beecher was not the editor of 
the "Christian Union." 

Lyman Abbott: "Henry Ward Beecher." 
New York. 1903; page xxiv: "The Chris
tian Union. Edited, by Henry Ward Beecher, 
January i, 1870, to November 2, 1881. 
New York. Now The Outlook." 

John R. Howard [of J. B. Ford & Co., 
publishers of The Christian Union] : "Re
membrance of Things Past." New York. 
1925; page 237: "On January i, 1870, 
Mr. Beecher took its [The Christian 
Union's] editorship." 

The Independent, November 2, 1869. 
Advertisement 8 by 11 inches for The 
Christian Union: "HENRY WARD 

BEECHER . . . . EDITOR-IN-CHIEF." 
(Letters ^4 inch high) . 

9. "Miss Scoville authorizes me . . . to 
say that the only 'aid' she ever gave Mr. 
Hibben was to give him the correct date of 
a photograph of the Beecher family, which 
for reasons of his own he afterwards in
serted in the biography as of a date four
teen years earlier." 

I have before me half a dozen letters 
from Miss Scoville giving me considerable 
detailed information on various points 
which puzzled me at the time. I am also 
grateful to her for permission to examine 
Mr. Beecher's diary kept during his Cin
cinnati days as well as the original of the 
agreement between Mr. Beecher and the 
Greek lad, Constantine Fondolaik, and a 
number of Mr. Beecher's early manuscript 
sermons. She also very kindly supplied me 
with a number of photographs, a courtesy 
which I reciprocated; but she was un
fortunately unable to give me the correct 
date of the photogranh to which her bro
ther refers. I deeply appreciated the large-
mindedness of Miss Scoville in this and 
courteously acknowledged it in my book. 

In regard to the space given in my 
"Henry Ward Beecher: An American 
Portrait" to the various charges of adul
tery and perjury brought against Mr. 
Beecher, I need, I think, only quote the 
Rev. Leonard Bacon, D. D., one of Mr. 
Beecher's oldest and staunchest friends; 
"The transaction, with all its consequences, 
belongs to history," Dr. Bacon wrote, "and 
it is in every way a legitimate subject for 
public criticism." 

Henry Ward Beecher is in the Hal! of 
Fame. His life is no longer the private 
affair of his family. I quite understand 
Mr. Scoville's feeling; but much that he 
finds so distressing was published broadcast 
in Mr. Beecher's own lifetime and became 
a matter of common knowledge to a whole 
generation. Against reiterated accusations 
of immorality, perjury, and hypocrisy, Mr. 
Beecher himself took no action whatever, 
though the courts were open to him and he 
had many friends in high place. I cannot 
but feel that what Henry Ward Beecher 
could and did accept with equanimity, his 
family can now bear without grievous hard
ship. 

P.^XTON H i n n r \ . 

GIVE for CHRISTMAS 
a subscription to 

The Saturday Review 
of LITERATURE 

A subscription to The Saturday Review is an excellent 
Christmas gift to friends. It shows your discernment and 
is a compliment to them. Moreover, it is a lasting gift 
. . . one not forgotten the next day after Christmas but 
one that is seen and appreciated fifty-two- times a year. 

The choice of The Saturday Review as a gift establishes 
not only your rare taste but that of the one to whom the 
gift goes, and it may be had for $3.50 a year, 52 weeks. 

This coupon is for your convenience. 

A card announcing that The Saturday Review has been 
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FOR CHRISTMAS 
WE SUGGEST 

A F I R S T E D I T I O N 

BECAUSE 
A GOOD BOOK 
IS FOREVER NEW 
AND 
BECAUSE 
A FIRST EDITION 

HAS THE PLEASANT 
HABIT 
OF INCREASING 
IN VALUE 
AS THE YEARS PASS 

PHOENIX BOOK SHOP 
4 1 E A S T 4 9 T H S T R E E T 

NEW YORK CITY 

H. M. TOMLINSON*S 
GREATEST BOOK 

The Reader's Guide 

THE S E A A N D THE JUNGLE 
Published by Dutton $2.50 

BOOKS 
for CHRISTMAS 
A L'^' the New Books—Classics 

•'*- in Fine Bindings—Sets of 
F a m o u s Authors, tastefully 
bouiul—-Autograph Letters and 
Dncimieuts, neatly framed. 

McDEVITT-WILSON'S 
3 0 C h u r c h Stree t N e w Y o r k 

Phones: t o r t . KTS & 1777 

• 
• 

• 

Songs From A. A. Milne's 

Now We 
Are Six 

Music hv 

H. ERASER SIMSON 
$2.50 

BUTTONS 

FLAUBERT'S Y O U T H 
By I-^ewis Pin get ShankH 

Very Illuminating,—London Mercury. 
In its pages we meet the man Flau
bert.—Quarterly. S2.25 

T H E JOHNS HOr ivIXS PRESS 
Baltimore, Md. 

Christmas Seal Your 
Christmas mail 

Conducted by MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Inquir ies in rega rd to the selection of 
be addressed to M R S . B E C K 

books and questions of lilce na ture should 
ER, cjo The Saturday Review. 

Fight tuberculosis 

A. B., Minot, South Dakota, asks "what 
•would be the general nature of an ideal 
discussion-fafer for a study club?" 

' T ^ A K I N G fo r g ran ted that it is a c lub fo r 
•*• the encouragement of r ead ing and 

t h i n k i n g and not a substitute f o r either, a 
good paper would present to its membership 
the salient points and dis t inguishing fea
tures of the book in question. Those w h o 
had a l ready read it would find their im
pressions clarified, and those who had not 
w o u l d be in possession of a body of evi
dence f rom which to determine ivhether it 
were a book they wished to read. M e a n 
while , even these l a t t e r could a t least dis
cuss the points raised by the p a p e r — I 
hope wi thout de lud ing themselves that they 
were discussing the book itself. 

So introduced, a discussion may br ing out 
a general in terchange of opinions and ex
periences; %vithout it, the subject may be 
k idnapped by anyone wi th a good clear 
voice and dropped up a bl ind al ley a l o n g 
way f rom home. 

T a k e , f o r instance, one of the noblest 
books of the year, Michae l Pupin ' s " T h e 
N e w R e f o r m a t i o n " ( S c r i b n e r ) , one that 
should be b rough t to the at tent ion of as 
many intel l igent people as can in any way 
be reached, and such a read ing-c lub as this 
is one way of reaching some of them. I t 
describes, in detail sufficient to gii 'e the 
steps of the process, the change in our com
prehension of the universe due to the g rad 
ua l disclosure, unde r scientific invest igat ion, 
o f new physical rea l i t ies—matter in mot ion, 
electricity in motion, electrical radiat ion—• 
and it directs the at tent ion of the reader 
th rough all this to the presence of "creat ive 
coordina t ion ," t r ans to rn i ing chaos to cos
mos. As every epoch that rediscovers God 
describes Him in term.* of its own exper
ience, the deeply rel igious spirit of the cul
mina t ing chapters of this book is in accord 
wi th the scientific method by which its con
clusions have been reached. One repor t ing 
upon it to a g r o u p of prospective readers 
unt ra ined in scientific methods and u n f a m i l 
iar with scientific t e rminology , wil l do well 
to give, in as s u m m a r y a manner as may be, 
the stages of the progress it describes f rom 
Archimedes t h rough Gali leo and Newton to 
Fa raday , Garnof, M a x w e l l , Roentgen , 
Gibbs, so as to leave itself p lenty of time 
to make sure that the hearers k n o w wha t 
the au thor means by "creat ive coordina
t ion , " and to read keystone passages f rom 
the last three chapters. W i t h o u t some such 
plan as this, a paper might easily lose itself 
in a t tempts to condense the first two- th i rds 
of the book, and reach the conclusions 
pan t ing , with no time left. Let the paper 
give the hearer an idea of wha t the book 
is w o r k i n g toward , and a s t rong impulse 
to read fo r himself and find out by w h a t 
processes it comes to these conclusions. At 
least that is one way in which it is possible 
fo r a non-scientist to in t roduce this w o r k 
to others, and if it be objected that only a 
scientist should deal with this book at all , 
it may be replied that it is addressed to 
the general public and readily unders tand
able by anyone who reads English and is 
wi l l ing to think. 

.\s fo r current fiction, an excellent p lan 
for its study and discussion by groups has 
been worked out bv the Inst i tute of Cur 
rent Li tera ture , H a r v a r d Square , C am -
liridge, .Mas*., in "Crea t ive R e a d i n g , " a 
course sent by mail twice a month . In 
each number one current novel and one 
book of non-fiction is analyzed according 
to a simple, sensible plan, used each in 
his own fashion by a number of we l l -known 
critics. .\ l ong list of these is p romised ; 
the editor-in-chief . Professor Rober t 
Rogers , has a l ready reviewed " T h e Old 
Countess ," E m i l y Newel l Bla i r had " D e a t h 
Comes fo r the A r c h b i s h o p " last month , and 
in the current number I have one on " M e a n 
w h i l e , " in wliich for once I have space 
enough to say all I have to say about a 
book. H a v i n g developed under necessity a 
technique in ge t t ing it all into one sen
tence, I felt in this review like the fami ly 
goldfish dropped into the ba th tub . Readers 
of this column often ask me fo r advice on 
detailed reading-courses fo r current l i tera
tu re—th i s applies lately to the club in Santa 
Bnrliara and the one in Georgia , and I ha^-e 
walked wide of most of the pr in ted ones, 
but this scries of lecfures-in-print I believe 
has real usefulness. 

Sitice -re harce permitted ourselves t!ie 
dans^erous ivord "ideal," here is antth-er in
quiry that uses it. M. A'., Detroit, Mich., 
is an adopted, citizen of this countrv; "still 
hreatJiinz, the acquired conception that this 
is a land of materialism, of dollar worship. 

<if steel-hearted people,^' a notion nourished 
•by t/ie atmosphere with which he is sur
rounded, and the "tirades" of his former 
countrypeofle on American culture and 
•civilization. "I am unconsciously aware of 
a better America, a spiritual America, that 
could, easily be compared with any of those 
that attack my ne^v, adopted country. To 
find entrance into the America of thought 
and ideals and spiritual awakening, this is 
my quest." 

Steering neatly between the twin rocks of 
too-good and too-bad, " T h e Rise of A m e r 
ican Civ i l iza t ion ," by Charles and M a r y 
Beard ( M a c m i l l a n ) , should give a student 
an idea of the real Amer ica as viewed in 
the l ight of her past. Someone lately 
-ivrote to ask if I carr ied out my promise 
to read every w o r d of th is : yes : and in five 
days. Fo l low this with the most lucid state
ment of her present si tuation, A n d r e Sieg
fried's "Amer i ca Comes of A g e " ( H a r c o u r t , 
B r a c e ) . Get a copy of each of the volumes 
of M a r k Sul l ivan 's de l igh t fu l records of 
our middle distance, " O u r T i m e s " (Scr ib
n e r ) , and treat the w o r k as a lucky-bag 
into which to d ip , sure of finding something 
significant) a fo re ign-born citizen wi l l not 
get the fun out of it tha t comes f r o m be
ing a middle-aged nat ive, but he wi l l learn 
a great deal. And a f te r t h a t — a f t e r that I 
leave the mat te r to the scouts of this de
par tment . W h a t are the novels, for instance, 
tha t show us the America of the spirit , the 
land of though t and ideals and awakening? 
Come now, I wil l give a copy of J a m e s 
Boyd 's " M a r c h i n g O n " (Scr ibner) fo r a list 
of novels as good as that is fo r g i v i n g an 
insight into the psychology of a period, 
inc lud ing this present period of ours. 

SE V E R A L inquirers , a m o n g them 
D. A. K., Brooklyn, and M. T., Gene-

seo, N. Y., ask for a Chris tmas p lay tha t 
may be used for o r made into an evening 's 
enter ta inment , given by y o u n g people l a rge 
and small . In the second of Mont rose 
Moses's collections fo r y o u n g actors, " A n 
other T r e a s u r y of Plays f o r C h i l d r e n " 
(L i t t l e , B r o w n ) , may be found the c h a r m 
i n g revue called " M a k e Believe", by A. A. 
M i l n e ; it is also in paper ( F r e n c h ) but the 
collection is a good book to keep if one has 
any th ing to do with enter tainments . T h e 
M i l n e fantas ia was given a t the Lyr ic in 
H a m m e r s m i t h ; one finds upon the list of 
g r o w n - u p actors the inimitable Hermione 
Baddeley, and in ano ther scene Jean Cadel l , 
who took this town by storm in " A t M r s . 
B e a m ' s " at the T h e a t r e Gui ld . T h e p lay 
is so flexible that almost any use could be 
made of it. In " W h y W e Celebra te , " 
seven plays for holidays by M a r j o r i e W o o d s 
( F r e n c h ) , there is one called " T h e Chris t
mas A n g e l " that could be made the nucleus 
of a iTHich longer enter tainment . " T h e T o y 
Shop ," by Perc iva l W i l d e , is published 
in one li t t le vo lume by Baker o f Bos ton : 
it is fo r twelve people, of w h o m three 
d o u b l e : there is an effective but not difficult 
t r ans fo rma t ion scene, and the genera l at
mosphere of fantasy and tenderness is most 
app rop r i a t e to the season. Most of the 
par t s should be taken by older c h i l d r e n — 
unless the l i t t le ones have real t a l e n t — a n d 
the play is complete in itself and should 
not be t inkered wi th . 

E * A. W., Vancouver, B. C, asks h o w 
- ' - ' • Lo rd Beaconsfield pronounced his 
name . I never heard of any th ing but Bee-
kons-field, but E. A . W . says that the Cen
tury Dic t ionary gives the name of the vi l 
lage as ei ther this or Bekkonsfield, and upon 
consul t ing Mackey ' s "P ronunc ia t ion of 
10,000 Proper N a m e s " ( D o d d , M e a d ) , I 
find them both given. T h i s inqui rer says 
t ha t .she has stood f o r Bekkonsfield and 
that all resident Engl i shmen in her locali ty 
call it Beckons " a n d add crushingly that 
they ought to k n o w ! " It might make f o r 
ami ty if they both pronounced it Disrael i . 

C. O. L., asks for a book in which the 
modern novel is compared with tliat of the 
nineteenth century. 

n ^ H E method of E. M . Fors ter ' s "Aspects 
•*- of the N o v e l " ( H a r c o u r t , B r a c e ) , is 

t o consider novels of these periods s imul
taneously ra ther than consecutively—as 
f o r m i n g each a pa r t of the body of l i v ing 
l i tera ture . H e quotes, f o r instance, at the 
same t ime f rom " T r i s t r a m S h a n d y " and 
f rom a novel by Virg in ia Woolf , f r o m 
Samuel Richardson side by side wi th H e n r y 
James , f rom " M r . P o l l y " and f r o m " G r e a t 
Expec ta t ions" in the same breath. Thi s is 
wor th , so f a r as I a m concerned, a ton of 
more formal comparisons. 

eiTT 
E c e r x 

TRAILS PLOWED UNDER 
By Charles M. Russell 

Introduction by Will Rogers, Il
lustrations in full color and 
black and while by the author. 

$3-50 

F R O N T I E R B A L L A D S 
By Charles J. finger 

Illustrated by Paul Honore. 
fe.50 

A N O L D F A S H I O N E D 
C H R I S T M A S 

Thirteen Christmas stories, ed
ited by R. T. Townsend. $1.^0 

C O U N T R Y C O U S I N S 
By Walter A. Dyer 

Illustrations by Charles Living
ston Bull; foreword by David 
Grayson. $3-oo 

G E O G R A P H Y O F 

A M E R I C A N A N T I Q U E S 
ByLurelle Van Arsdale Guild 
Many illustrations by the 
author, $^ 00 

H O W T O K N O W J A P A 

N E S E C O L O U R P R I N T S 
By Anna Freeborn Priestley 
With 8 reproductions in color 
of original prints. $^. 00 

A U T H O R S A N D O T H E R S 
By Anice Page Cooper 

Illustrated. $a. 00 

C H I L D R E N O F S W A M P 
A N D W O O D 

By Archibald Rut ledge 
Illustrated. $2-$o 

At all bookstores 
Doubleday, Page & Co. 

FOR THE COLLECTOR 
himited Editions 

M&lar^'B aif Martt S'Artlfttr 
Conta ins IS i l lus t ra t ions by A u 
brey Bea rds l ey t o g e t h e r w i th 
some n e w ma te r i a l tha t w a s not 
publ ished in the first Edi t ion . 
L imi ted to fifty copies. $15.00 

3f«n mh ^nntuB^ 
By E. H. Shepard 

Illu.strator of "Now We Are Six" 
Linn'ted Edi t ion, s igned. $15.00 

^alomp 
By Oscar Wilde 

Invent ions by 
J O H N V A S S O S 

L imi t ed Edi t ion , s igned by ar t i s t . 
$10.00 

E. P. DUTTON & CO. 
New York 

Ih.the 
Golden 

HENBYCOLUNSBBOWll 
.•iiitiioi or 

A (TC York wi tlif Ehujunt Eighties 
1 he Last rifty Years in New'York 

An interesting sketch of New York 
Life in the closing decade of the last 
century. Over 100 Pictures. Eight in 
Color; 422 pp. (No. 12 of Valentine's 
Manual). Price S5.00 at all' bookshops 
or direct from Publisher. Valentine's 
Manual. Inc., Hastings, N. Y. 
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