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The World of Rare Books

By FrepeErick M. Hopkins

THE INFLUENCE OF CAXTON
THE new work of the first of English

printers, “Caxton, Mirrour of Fif-
teenth Century Letters,” by Nellie Slayton
Aurner, published in a special limited edi-
tion by Houghton Mifflin Company, is writ-
ten from a new point of view. After a
survey of Caxton’s books as an outgrowth
of his life and the life about him, one feels
that his influence in the development of
English literature has had scant recognition.
The influence which he introduced and ex-
tended over an ever-widening circle of
readers sprang from the very heart of the
most vital force of fifteenth-century Eng-
land. As governor of the merchant adven-
turers abroad, Caxton was for years the
central figure of that company, remarkable
for its vivid life, which made successful
war against the monopoly of the staple
and fostered the spirit of initiative in civic
and commercial affairs. This spirit of
initiative Caxton carried into his activities
as editor and printer. Too simple-minded
and humble to dream of reforming the
taste of his countrymen, or of remolding
their ideas according to some foreign pat-
tern, he made use of the wonderful new
invention of printing to express and pre-
serve what seemed to him best in the litera-
ture of his time, A very large amount of
this literature was available only to the
limited number of Englishmen who knew
French and Latin. Caxton’s translations,
together with those he obtained from others,
revolutionized English prose. A great deal
has been written about Caxton the printer,
but this work gives special emphasis to his
great ability as publisher and editor. Both
in quantity and quality the contribution of
his press was remarkable, and will always
be worthy of study, not merely for its
effect on the English language, but for its
significance in the general development of
English literature.

GREATEST BUSINESS LIBRARY

HE greatest business library in existence

will have been created in Boston next
June, as the result of an agreement on the
part of the trustees of the Boston Public
Library and the faculty of Harvard Uni-
versity, which was recently formally an-
nounced. The new Georse F. Baker Li-
brary, central building of the group now

nearing completion on the Brighton side of
the Charles River for the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Business Administration, will
house this great collection of books, records,
and pamphlets. The new library will com-
bine the resources of the Boston Public
Library, one of the three great libraries of
Anmerica, and the Harvard Business Library,
which has made phenomenal strides in the
last seven years, and of the Business Histori-
cal Society, an organization comprising some
of the most eminent captains of industry
in the United States. Starting with some-
thing in excess of 150,000 volumes, when
the three collections have been merged, it
is expected that within a decade the col-
lection will more than have been trebled.
Every citizen of Boston will have the right
to avail himself of this wonderful collec-
tion, for, under the agreement drawn up,
the Harvard Business Library becomes in
fact a branch of the Boston Public Library.
Fortunately, the new business school is on
the Boston side of the river. If it were
on the Cambridge side, the Boston Public
Library could not legally make it a deposi-
tory for its books.

SALE OF ISHAM COLLECTION

THE important collection of seventeenth
and eighteenth century English books
formed by Lieut.-Col. Ralph H. Isham of
this city comprising 215 lots was sold at
the American Art Galleries January 7,
bringing $21,715. The gem of the collec-
tion was Lovelace’s “Lucasta,” 1649, said
to be the finest copy known of the first
issue of the first edition which brought the
record price of $4,900. Other important
lots and the prices realized were the fol-
lowing: “A Brief Account of the Intended
Bank of England,” small 4to, morocco,
London, 1694, probably unique, $1,250;
Fielding’s “Of True Greatness,” 16 pp.
folio, wrappers, uncut, London, 1741, first
edition and of utmost rarity, $1,050; the
same author’s “The History of Tom Jones,”
6 vols., 12mo, original sprinkled calf, Lon-
don, 1749-50, first edition, $600; Gay’s
“The Beggar’s Opera,” 8vo, calf by Revicre,
London, 1728, first edition, $120; Gray’s
“Stanzas Written in a Country Churchyard,”
from Magazine of Magazines, London,
1751, first printed appearance of Gray’s
famous poem, $425; “The Psalins of King

David,” the translation of King James,
small 1z2mo, morocco by Bedford, Oxford,
1631, $1,250; Milton’s “Paradise Lost,”
small 4to, old sprinkled calf, London, 1668,
first edition, third title-page, $300; Combe’s
“English Dance of Death,” 2 vols,, royal
8vo, with colored plates by Rowlandson,
morocco by Bedford, London, 1815-16,
McGeorge copy of the first edition, $525;
Shelley’s “Prometheus Unbound,” 8vo, calf
by Bedford, London, 1829, first edition,
$130; Smollett’s “Humphry Clinker,” 3
vols., 1zmo, calf by Reviere, London, 1753,
first issue of the first edition, $110;
Sterne’s “Tristram Shandy,” ¢ vols. in s,
original calf, London, 1760-67, first edi-
tions of all volumes, $520; by same author,
“A  Sentimental Journey,” 2 vols. in 1,
12mo, full contemporary calf, London,
1768, first edition, $230; Suckling’s “Frag-
menta Avrea,” 8vo, levant morocco by
Lortic, London, 1646, first edition, $360;
Swift’s “Gulliver’s Travels,’ 2 vols, 8vo,
calf by Coverly, London, 1726, first edition,
$270; and Tennyson’s “Poems, by Two
Brothers,” rzmo, original boards, London,
1827, first edition of the poet’s first book,
$390.

FORTHCOMING SALES

N February 14 the library of Percy

Winter of Boonton, N. J., and Napo-
Jeonana from the collection of the late Miss
Georgiana Blunt of Florence, Italy, will
be sold at the Anderson Galleries. This
-sale includes many choice library books in
good condition, a few first editions and
a notable collection of Napoleonana, includ-
ing the original plaster cast made from
the death mask by Dr. Antomarchi, and
from which the bronze replicas were made,
and a lock of Napoleon’s hair secured by
his sister while at the Isle of Elba with
an autograph certificate signed by Pauline
Bonaparte.

On February 14, 15, and 16 the library
of Major W. Van Whitall, of Pelham,
N. Y., comprising first editions, manuscripts,
autograph letters, and inscribed copies of
nineteenth century authors, will be sold at
the American Art Galleries. This is one
of the outstanding sales of the season and
its 1,501 items include a wide range of
rarities of the last century, including many
first editions of authors now living. Among
the rarer lots are Blake’s “The Book of
Thel,” covv F. of the twelve copies known;
an important series of George Borrow first
editions and manuscripts; Robert and Eliza-
beth Barrctt Browning first editions and as-

sociation copies; first editions and presen-
tations copies by Lord Byron; first editions
and association items of Coleridge; first
edition of Fitzgerald’s translation of “Omar
Khayyam” in wrappers; first editions and
presentation copies of George Gissing; im-
portant series of books, mainly first edi-
tions, and a manuscript of John Keats; first
editions and letters of Charles Lamb; and
an extensive collection of the publications
of the Grolier Club and books designed by
Bruce Rogers.

NOTE AND COMMENT
HE original manuscript of Thomas
Hardy’s “The Return of the Native,”
owned by the late Clement Shorter, has
been bequeathed to the library of Trinity
College of Dublin.
A

Messrs. Ernest Benn of London will pub-
lish this Spring Dr. Walter Peck’s “Shelley:
His Life and Work an exhaustive
biography taking advantage of new source
material, together with the inclusion of
hitherto unpublished poems, letters, essays,
and ballads.

B

A volume entitled “Prayers for the Use of
the Philadelphia Academy,” which was
printed by Benjamin Franklin in 1753, and
a deed bearing Frankin’s autograph, were
among the recent gifts to the University of
Pennsylvania’s extensive collection of Frank-
liniana.

H X

D. Appleton & Co. are bringing out a
facsimile of the first American edition of
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in Wonderland,”
with Sir John Tenniel’s illustrations, which
they published sixty years ago. The pub-
lishers would like to have the names and
addresses of those who own copies of that
early edition.

S o

The most valuable botanical gift ever
made to the Smithsonian Institution, says
the Washington FEweming Star, has just
reached the institution, arriving, for a curi-
ous reason, twenty-two years after its pres-
entation. This is the botanical library of
Captain John Donnell Smith of Baltimore,
consisting of some 1,600 carefully selected
and beautifully bound volumes. Captain
Smith, who at the age of ninety-seven is
the most venerable of American botanists,
presented his library and also his plant col-
lection of more than 1v0,000 specimens to
the Smithsonian in 1905.

NEW & OLD BOOKS B

COUNTER ATTRACTIONS

COLLECTORS’ ITEMS

PRINTERS & BINDERS

Single insertion rate: 7 cents a word

i WRITERS’ SERVICES

AUTOGRAPHS

ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH LETTERS of
celebrities of all nations bought and sold. Send
for price list, Walter R. Benjamin, §78 Madi-
son Ave., New York City. Publisher The Col-
lector, $1. Established 1887.

BARGAIN OFFERS

SEVERAL LARGE AND IMPORTANT
LIBRARIES, consisting of desirable books on
all possible subjects, now on sale. Collectors,
Librarians and general book buyers will find a
great number of choice and interesting items,
moderately priced. It will pay you to visit our
shop. Open till 10 p. m. M. Dauber & Pine
Bookshops, Inc., 66 Fifth Ave. at 12th Street,
New York.

SOME EXAMPLES OF BOOK BARGAINS
LISTED IN OUR CATALOGUE 15. New

and Perfect; at 5o per cent savings or more.

James Joyce, Gorman, $1.00; Knut Hamsun,
Larsen, 75¢; Gentleman Into Goose, Ward,
75¢; Heretic Soana, Hauptmann, 75c; Hellas,

Georg Brandes, $1.00; Moll Flanders, Defoe,
$1.25;5 Roving Critic, Doren, $1.20; Erasmus,
Professor Smith, $1.75; Complete catalogues
free.

SEE FFERS 5OOKsELLERs

832 Westchester Ave. New York, NY.

STOCK REDUCING SALE: 25,000 hooks at
drastic reductions for immediate disposal—no
catalogues—Breslow’s Book Shop, Bible House,
4th Ave, cor. gth St.

REMAINDER CATALOG of new books sent
free. Mercury Book Mart, 1472 Broadway,
New York City.

BOOK BINDINGS

LEATHER BOUND BOOKS RESTORED
and preserved. New life to crumbling or
cracked bindings. Easily applied. Send for
free sample can “Leathervita.” Small and
large Libraries treated. J. C. Lewis Co., 2
West 47th Strect, New York.

FOREIGN LITERATURE

FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, GERMAN

hooks. Free catalogue, state language desired.

Schoenhof’s—established 1856. 387 Washing-
ton St., Boston, Mass,
GENEALOGY

GENEALOGY: If interested in your family
history, our priced catalogue listing nearly §,000
genealogical books for sale by us will be mailed
to you for 10c in stamps. GOODSPEED’S
BOOK-SHOP, 94 Ashburton Place, Boston,
Mass.

GENERAL ITEMS

GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 1S A
NATIONAL INSTITUTION. By our catalogues
our stock is made available to book-lovers and
collectors wherever located. The following are
now in print and will be sent free on request:
165—Art and Allied Subjects. 166—Rare and
Choice Books. 167—Miscellaneous. No. 164,
Genealogies and Local Histories will be sest on
receipt of ten cents, Goodspeed’s Book Shop,
ga-Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass.

THEATRE ARTS MONTHLY in 10 vol-
umes. 1500 Illustrations, The only complete
international record of the modern theatre.
Special Issues on Stagecraft, Theatre Back-
grounds. Costumes, Shakespeare, etc. Complete
$50. We buy Volumes I and II at $5 each.
THEATRE ARTS, INC, 119 West 57th Street,
New York.

SEND FOR OUR CATALOG of rare books,
fine bindings, manuscript letters, etc. W. K.
Stewart Co., Louisville, Ky.

O'MALLEY’S BOOK STORE, 329 Calumbus
Ave. (75th St.) Large stock of good books on
many subjects. Prices reasonable. Expert serv-
ice, Open evenings.

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS, current books
of English and American fiction, poetry, drama,
criticism, art, essays, can now be procured from
Eugene Pell, 1208 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa

OVERLAND NARRATIVES, the Indians,
Slavery, the Civil War. Catalogs on request.
Cadmus Book Shop, 312 West 34th Street, New
York.

EVERY BOOK IN CREATION. Pratt, 161
Sixth Ave.,, New York.

“THE WORLD AT MIDNIGHT” contains
each month our unusual catalog of odd and
strange books, autographs, prints and literary
Open Book Shop, 58 West Wash-
ington, Chicago.

curiosities,

SEND FOR CATALOG of most interesting
books in the world. Dr. French, 2407 Seventh
Avenue, New York City.

LANGUAGES

WORLD-ROMIC SYSTEM MASTERKEY
to all $1.95;
French, Spanish, Alphagrams, joc. Dictionaries,
$1.98. Languages, 3 West 4oth, New York.

languages.  Primers, Chinese,

OUT-OF-PRINT

FOR SALE BACK NUMBERS of National
Geographic, The Auk, Science, American Mer-
cury, The Nation, Studio, etc.,
etc. Thomas M. Salisbury, 87 Fourth Avenue,
New York City.

International

OUT-OF-PRINT books promptly supplied at
most reasonable prices.  National Bibliophile
Service, 347 Fifth Ave.,, N. Y. Caledonia 0047.

THE OQUT-OF-PRINT department of BRUS-
SEL’S will locate the books you
Brussel’s, 57 Fourth Avenue, New York.

want.

RARE EDITIONS

FIRST AND LIMITED EDITIONS. Cata-
logue No. 2 on reguest. Modern American and
English Authors, Nonesuch Press, Art, Litera-
ture, Anthropology, Bruce Rogers, Americana.
J. Henry Guntzer, Jr., 51 North Regent Street,
Port Chester, New York.

ANCIENT AND MODERN BOOKS. Ia-
teresting catalogue of Books from 15th to 20th
Century, mailed free on application. Howes
Bookseller, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England.

AMERICANA. Send for catalog No. 2 of
books about the history of New York City and
State. Arthur B. Carlton, 503 Fifth Avenue,
New York.

INTERESTING CATALOG of FIRST EDI-
TIONS and unusual books will be mailed upon
request. Julian Bookshop. 1625 Easterm Park-
way, Brooklyn, New York.

SPECIALISTS

THE NORTH NODE, an Occult Beek Shop,
114 East s7th St. Books on Occultism, Mysti-
cism, Metaphysics, Astrology, The Kabbalah,
The Tarot, Hermatica, Alchemy, Symbolism,
The Rosicrucians, Theosophy, Comparative Reli-
gions, Ancient Civilizations, Mythology, Folk-
lore, and kindred subjects—old, rare amd omt-
of-print, new and contemporary.

WRITERS’ SERVICE

MATHILDE WEIL, LITERARY ADVISER.
Books, short stories, articles and verse criticised
and ‘marketed. Special department for plays and
motion pictures. The Writer Workshop, Inc.,
135 East Fifty-eighth Street, New York.

AUTHORS PUBLICATION SERVICE, Edi-
torial, Manufacturing, Distributing, etc. Biog-
raphies, Histories, Special Works, Genealogies,
Theses, etc. The Branwell Company, 406 West
31st Street, New York, N. Y.

AUTHORS® AND ARTISTS® representative,
literary adviser. Manuscripts  sold. Grace
Aird, 342 Madison Avenue, New York. Vap-
derbilt 9344.
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Handed to you by the postman
” —the outstanding book each £8
month — yet exchangeable

if you prefer another.

Wi hy over 40,000 sensible people

already have subscribed to this service

LOOK OVER THE LIST OF BOOKS BELOW: IT SHOWS THE CHOICES MADE BY THE
SELECTING COMMITTEE OF THE BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB SINCE LAST APRIL —
BOTH THE BOOKS SENT TO SUBSCRIBERS AND OTHERS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.

. Tue MaxinG of THE MobpERN MinD Lerters or Lovise Imocen Guiney, Fatners or THe Revorution  Philip Guedalla
ACH month subscribers to the Book- Jokn H. Randall, Jr. 2 VoLuMES Grace Guiney INTERNATIONAL ANARCHY G, Lowes Dickinson
of-the-Month Club receive the out- THE ORPHAN ANGEL Elinor Wylie Darune Bruno—2 Vorumes  Ernest Raymond Joax oF Arc Joseph Delteil
standing “‘book-of-the-month” chosen GALAHAD Jokn Erskine By toE CiTy oF THE LoNG SAND Precious Bang Mary Webb

by our Selecting Committee. If it proves You Can't Win Jack Black Alice Tisdale Hobart Two or THREE GRACES Ald u:-;J Je
to be a book they would not have purchas- My Morrar Enemy Willa Cather Tre UNEARTHLY Robert Hickens O GENTEEL LADY! EJ':h:r F::b:{

ed of their own volition, they kave the priv-
ilege of exchanging it. All the books listed
here were described carefully for the pur-
pose of enabling subscribers to make a
discriminating choice. This list includes.
both the books chosen as the “‘book-of-
the-month”’, and other books which were
recommended for exchange, since last
April. Tt does not include the books re-
ported upon, for the current month of Feb-
ruary. The titles set in larger type have
been sent out as the “Book-of-the-Month.”
The others were recommended for those
subscribers who wished to exchange the
book they received.

THE HEART OF EMERSON'S JOURNALS
Edited by Bliss Perry

THe PLUTOCRAT Booth Tarkington
Tar Sherwood Anderson

Arnold Bennett
W. E. Woodward
William Bolitho
Lincoln Steffens
Helen Woodward

Lorp Rainco
GEORGE WASHINGTON
MUurpER FOR PrOFIT
Moses 1N RED
TuroucH Many Winpows
Toe Book or MarriacGe
Count Hermann Keyserling
THE ROMANTIC COMEDIANS Ellen Glasgow
CHEVRONS Leonard Nason
Tue Wored or WiLriam Cuissorp, H. G, Wells
Sutter’s GoLp Blaise Cendrars

MouAMMED R. F. Dibble
MiniaTures oF Frencu History, Hilaire Belloc
Smoky Will James

THE TIME OF MAN  Elizabeth Madox Roberts
Tuis BeLievine WorLp Lewis Browne
MarTHA AND MARY J. Anker Larsen
MEepusa’s HEaD Josephine Daskam Bacon
AN Ovutring History oF CHiNa

Herbert H, Gowen and Josef W, Hall
History or EncLaND  Geo. Macaulay Trevelyan

THE MURDER oF RoGer AckRrOYD
Agatha Christie
Tue Minp oF THE MiLLIONAIRE
Albert W. Atwood
Tue TesTamenT oF Dominic BurLeicH

Godfrey Elton
THE SILVER SPOON Jokn Galsworthy
Tue Story of PHiLosorHy Will Durant
JEFFERSON Albert Jay Nock
BRAWNYMAN James Stevens
Love 1N GREENWICH VILLAGE Floyd Dell
Tue Exquisite PERDITA E. Barrington
Tre CoNNOISSEUR Walter de la Mare

Tre GeNEesis of THE WorLp War

Harry Elmer Barnes
ItaLy vnpER MUussoLIN: William Bolitho
Tue DecLing of THE WEST  Oswald Spengler
Human ExXPERIENCE Viscount Haldane
THE SAGA OF BILLY THE KID

Walter Noble Burns

THE GREAT VALLEY Mary Joknston
THE CABALA Thornton Niven Wilder
EpucaTion aAND THE Goop LIFE  Bertrand Russell
RouaH JusTice C. E. Montague
THE ADVANCING SouTH Edwin Mims
RosaLie Evans’ LETTeRs FROM MEXICO
THE Potiricat Epucation o Woobrow
WiLsox James Kerney
TEEFTALLOW T. 8. Stridling
Hi-Biiy Rose Wilder Lane
Tue Love NesT, ANp OTHER Stonies Ring Lardner

THE PLuMED SERPENT D. H..Lawrence
F1x BavoneTs Capt. John W, Thomason, Jr,
Our TiMss Mark Sullivan

Tue Mavve Decabe Thomas Beer
Tue Privare Parers or Coroner House
Edited by Chas. Seymour
LOLLY WILLOWES  Sylvia Townsend Warner
Mary GLENN Sarah G. Millin
CLARA Barron

Tue Sux Avso Rises Ernest Hemingway NicGer Heaven Carl Van Vechten Harvey O'Higgins

PreFACE TO A Lire Zona Gale Tamprco Joseph Hergesheimer ManTraP Sinclair Lewis SeanisH BavosET Stephen Vincent Benet
BeNJAMIN FRANKLIN Prilip Russell BELLARION Rafael Sabatini Franz Liszr Guy de ‘Paurtale.r Microse HunTERS Psul de Kruif
Tue LENORE Terence O’ Donnell SHOW BOAT Edna Ferber THE ARCTURUS ADVENTURE William Beebe AsranaM LincoLn Carl Sandburg

IMPORTANT NOTE: Since the “book-of-the-month” is always sent to subscribers without previous notice, obviously
a price limit is necessary. The Selecting Committee, accordingly, is not allowed to choose as the “book-of-the-month”’ 2ny
volume priced at more than §3.00. Outstanding books, costing more than this amount, go on the recommended list, and any
subscriber who then wishes to have them, may obtain them by exchange or separate purchase.

the books you read—but that you at
last obtain and read the books you
promise yourself to read, but which
heretofore you have never “got around
to.” That 1s the chief raison d’etre of
the Book-of-the-Month Club. It ex-
plains its surprising growth., The ser-
vice fills a need long-felt by busy and
intelligent people, who find themselves
“drifting behind the time.” Send for
our prospectus, which explains how
smoothly and conveniently it is operating for over 40,000
people. The cost of the service itself is nothing. You pay the
same price for your books (no more) that the publisher
himself charges. A request for our prospectus will not
obligate you to subscribe. Please use the coupon below.

each month. The choice is made, not
from manuscripts submitted by a few
authors, but from all the books pub-
lished by all the publishers.

The book chosen is sent to you, if
you are a subscriber. It comes by
mail, /ike a magazine. You can’t
miss it, by oversight or forgetful-
ness. When it comes, however, it
may prove to be a book you would
not have purchased of your own volition. For the
judges do not consider their comtined opinion any
more sacred than yours.

Any book they choose, you will admit, is very
likely to be one you would not care to miss.
But sometimes you may dis-
agree with their choice. For that
reason, they recommend and report
every month on gl other important

OU miss reading the new books
you intend to read! For one
reason or another, you never
“get around to them.” That is
the chief reason why you should sub-
scribe to the Book-of-the-Month Club,
—why over 40,000 individuals, rep-
resenting every walk of life and con-
stituting probably the intellectual
elite of the country, have already
subscribed.

The purpose of this unique service is not to have
someone choose your reading for you or to give
you “book bargains.” It merely aims to insure that
you will read the books you intend to read, but which
you neglect to read. How does it
do this?

You know that, out of the thou-
sands of books published, there are

Doarothy Canfield William Allen White

Henry Seidel
Canby, Chairman

BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC, .

218 West 40th St., Dept. 12B, New York, N. Y.
Please send me, without cost, your Prospectus outlining the
details of the Book-of-the-Month Plan of Reading. This re-
quest involves me in no obligation to subscribe to your service.

only a few you are interested in. You
want the outstanding ones. But what
are they? The Book-of-the-Month
Club has engaged a group of five
critics, who select what #iey consider
to bethe outstanding book published Heywood Broun

readable and outstanding books. And
you may exchange the book you
receive any month for any other book
you prefer.

Note that the final effect of this
service is—not that outsiders choose

Christopher Morley
N




