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The World of Rare Books 
By FREDERICK M . HOPKINS 

H E N R Y E . H U N T I N G T O N D I E S 

TH E death of H e n r y E . Hunting-ton, a t 
Lankenau Hospi ta l , Ph i lade lph ia , M a y 

2 3 , closes a career unique in b ib l iographica l 
anna l s . He first became widely k n o w n as 
a collector a t the sale of the Hoe l ib ra ry 
in i g i i and 1912. In the compara t ive ly 
shor t per iod of fifteen years since, he has 
b r o u g h t more r a r e books and manuscr ip ts 
toge ther and paid a l a rge r agg rega t e sum 
for them than ever has been done by any 
other collector in the his tory of book 
col lect ing. 

At the Hoe sale his purchases amounted 
to more than a ha l f mil l ion dol lars . T h e 
splendid copy of the Gutenbe rg Bible a lone 
cost h i m $50 ,000 , a record price tha t 
caused a w o r l d wide sensation. He has 
since bough t some of the greatest collections 
of his t ime, and has been represented at a l l 
i m p o r t a n t auct ion sales in E n g l a n d and 
Amer ica , invar iab ly b u y i n g wha t he wanted 
a n d never hes i ta t ing to pay the price. 

A m o n g the grea t l ibraries purchased en 
bloc and the prices which he is credited wi th 
p a y i n g fo r them were the E . D w i g h t 
Church l ib ra ry of Amer icana , $1 ,200 ,000 ; 
the Bever ly Chew l ib ra ry of ear ly Engl ish 
l i t e ra ture , $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; the Br i twel l Cour t 
collection of Amer i cana , $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 ; the 
D u k e of Devonshi re l ib ra ry , $1 ,000 ,000 ; 
the Pembroke l ib ra ry , $ 100 ,000 ; the Gren-
ville K a n e collection o f Wash ing ton manu
scripts, $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; the Freder ic R. Halsy 
l ib rary , $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 ; the Br idgewa te r l ibrary , 
$1 ,000 ,000 , the W a r d H . L a m o n collection 
of L inco ln iana , and the J o h n Fiske collec
tion of Amer icana , compr is ing books and 
manuscr ipts . 

T h e c l imax of M r . H u n t i n g t o n ' s career 
as a collector was reached in 1917 in the 
purchase of the Br idgewa te r l ib rary , re 
nowned in E n g l a n d since the days of Queen 
El izabeth . I t contained 200 i l luminated 
manuscripts , more than 10,000 historical 
documents and a u t o g r a p h letters, m a n y 
d a t i n g f r o m El izabe than days, and a rich 
collection of plays by Shakespeare, his 
contemporar ies and predecessors. T h e 
acquisition is said to have made M r . H u n t 
ington 's the finest collection of Shakes-
pear iana in the w o r l d . 

M r . H u n t i n g t o n ' s o r ig ina l idea was to 
b r i n g toge ther a notable collection of books 
u l t imate ly to be given to the public. W i t h 
the Hoe sale, h:s plans broadened and 
matured . H e gave to tlie task the grea t 
energy which had characterized his business 

operat ions. T h e final result is the beau
t i fu l l i b ra ry b u i l d i n g a t San M a r i n o , w i t h 
its incomparab le ar t and book collections, 
which by a deed of g i f t , executed in 1922, 
is pu t in the hands of trustees, and so wi l l 
be avai lable f o r the use of the public in 
perpetui ty . 

T h e day a f te r M r . Hun t ing ton ' s death, 
the announcement was m a d e tha t a t rus t 
fund of $8 ,000 ,000 had been created to 
be used exclusively in research w o r k . D r . 
Rosenbach says tha t " th is fund f o r the 
creation of fe l lowships f o r scholars engaged 
in historical research and study of Engl ish 
and Amer ican sources, f o r research w o r k 
by the staff o f the H u n t i n g t o n L ib ra ry , and 
fo r publ icat ion of research findings, wi l l 
g rea t ly enhance the value of the l ibrary , 
and wi l l "react to b r i n g about a more 
t ho rough unde r s t and ing of each other be
tween Engl i shmen and Amer i cans . " 

In 1911 , H e n r y E . H u n t i n g t o n , l ike James 
Lenox before h im, was r ega rded as a mu l t i 
mi l l ionai re , wi th more money than bibl io
graph ica l knowledge , rashly upset t ing the 
rare book marke ts of the w o r l d , f o r the 
pleasure tha t the notor ie ty gave h im. T h i s 
mistake is n o w apparen t . His fame is 
wor ld wide. His object as a collector is 
universa l ly extol led. I t is perfec t ly p la in 
tha t he used the only means that could 
have b rough t the measure of success at 
which he a imed. In less than two decades, 
his achievement has been marvel lous , and 
in his chosen field can never be surpassed. 

O X F O R D U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S 

A S K E T C H of one of the wor ld ' s 
- ^ ^ greatest and most f amous publ ishing 
houses is g iven in "Some Account of the 
O x f o r d Universi ty Press, 1 4 6 8 - 1 9 2 6 , " just 
issued f r o m the Cla rendon Press. I t is 
divided into f o u r p a r t s : ( i ) Historical 
Sketch; ( 2 ) T h e Press T o d a y ; ( 3 ) T h e 
Press A b r o a d ; and ( 4 ) Oxfo rd Books. 
His tor ical ly the Press dates back to the last 
years of the fifteenth centurv, and in 1636 
the Universi ty was granted a royal char ter 
to pr in t a l l kinds of books. I ts w o r k dur 
ing the Civi l W a r is impor t an t because of 
the g rea t number o f Royal is t pamphle ts and 
proc lamat ions issued there, and there has 
been no period in Engl i sh his tory in which 
it has no t p layed an active par t . T w o of 
the best known products of Oxfo rd scholar
ship are the " N e w E n g l a n d Dic t i ona ry" 
and the " D i c t i o n a r y of Na t iona l Biog
r a p h y . " Both came into existence in the 

last ha l f of the nineteenth century. T h i s 
book contains excellent i l lustrat ive examples 
of ti t le pages, maps, and other w o r k of the 
Press. In it wi l l be f o u n d accounts of the 
p r i n t i n g of Bibles, p rayer books, its official 
publicat ions, its medical books, and its fine 
and author i ta t ive edit ions of the Engl i sh 
classics. 

N O T E A N D C O M M E N T 

TH E Sir Walter Scott Quarterly, edited 
by W . Forbes Gray , has had a very 

favorab le reception in Scotland and E n g 
l and . 

" A Golden Book of Swinburne ' s Lyr ics , " 
selected wi th a shor t in t roduct ion by E . H . 
Blakeney, finely p r in ted in a l imited edition 
of 250 copies, wi l l be published by M a r t i n 
Hopkinson & Co. , Ltd . , of London . 

W i l l i a m D a n a Orcut t , au tho r of " I n 
Quest of the Perfect B o o k , " is busy a t w o r k 
on his new manuscr ip t " T h e K i n g d o m of 
Books ," which wi l l be published in the 
ear ly fa l l by Li t t le , B r o w n & Co. 

George Brandes , the Danish critic, w h o 
died last Feb rua ry , left his letters, m a n u 
scripts, and l ib ra ry t o the Danish Na t iona l 
L ibra ry . In r e g a r d to his manuscripts he 
said: " I have destroyed my manuscr ipts so 
fa r as I have been able to do so, but some 
of them may still be of a li t t le interest and 
I shall leave them to the col lect ion." 

P icker ing & Chat to , the London book
sellers, have just issued P a r t X I V of their 
"Col lect ion of Old and Rare Books in 
Engl i sh L i t e r a t u r e , " which includes au thor s 
whose names begin wi th " S " f rom Settle 
to Smollet t . T h i s of course, br ings in 
Shakespeare which comprises no less than 
350 items under the head ing " W i l l i a m 
Shakespeare ," beg inn ing wi th the offer of 
a near ly perfect Second Fol io , wi th the r a r e 
H a w k i n s impr in t , f o r .£450. 

An art icle in the Apr i l Nineteenth Cen
tury !iy Davidson Cook, reveals the fac t 
that scores of fine unpublished letters 
wr i t ten by Sir W a l t e r Scott to var ious 
members o f his fami ly , and to his son-in-
l a w Lockhar t , are to be found in the 
Honresfe ld Collection, a l o n g with the o r ig 
inal manuscr ip t of the " A n t i q u a r y " and 
" R o b R o y " and impor t an t Burns and Brote 
manuscripts . T h e owner of the Honres 
feld Collection is Sir Aired J . L a w , for 
mer ly a m.ember of Pa r l i amen t . 

Rober t Louis Stevenson had a romant ic 

love afi'air in his ear ly manhood in Scot
land , which a lways remained fresh in his 
memory . T h e heroine is said to have been 
a beaut i ful H i g h l a n d g i r l w o r t h y to s tand 
beside Burns 's H i g h l a n d M a r y . Years 
a f t e rwards , in the ma tu r i t y of his powers , 
Stevenson wro te the s tory of the i r g rea t 
absorbing passion f o r publ ica t ion , b u t f o r 
reasons n o w wel l k n o w n it was never p u b 
lished. F i n d i n g the mater ia l , which could 
no t be appropr i a t e ly included in his b i o g 
raphy, and too interest ing to be passed by, 
J o h n A . Stewar t has re told the story which 
he has just finished under the tit le " T h e 
Gap of Youth , be ing the Love Romance of 
Rober t Louis Stevenson." 

The New Books 
Travel 

{Continued from preceding -page) 

FINDING THB W O R T H W H I L » iif T H » O u i K T . 
Bj Lucian Swift Kirllani. McBride. $3.Jo 
net. 

BY-WAYS OF T H E TROPIC SEAS. By Hermann 

Norden. Macrae-Smtih. 
T H E GLORIOUS ADVENTURE. By Richard Halli-

hurton. Bobbs-Merrill. $5. 
JUNGLE PATHS AND INCA RUINS. By William 

M. McGovem. Century. $5. 
TAWNY SPAIN. By H. C. Chacfield~Taylor. 

Houghton Mifflin. $3 . 
TRAVELLING L I G H T . By M. H. Harrigan. 

Brentanot. $2. 
BMMSTONE AND C H I L I . By Careton Brals. 

Knopf. $5. 
T H B Er icuRi ' s GUIDK TO FRANCE: PARIS. By 

Curnonsky and Marcel Roaff. Harpers. $4. 
MonB PORTS M O R « H A P P Y PLACES. By Cor

nelia Stratton Porter. $ i . ! o . 
$2.50. 

PANAMA OF TODAY. By A. Hyatt Verrill. 
Dodd, Mj»d. $1 . 

War 
T H E Poii-us. By Joseph Delteil. Minton, 

Balch. $2.50. 
CARRY O N SERGEANT! By Bruce Bairns father. 

Bobbs-Mcrrill. $2.'^o. 
SINGING SOLDIERS. By John J. Niles. Scrlb-

ner's. $3. 
T H E SERVICES OF SUPPLY. By General Johnson 

Hagood, Houghton Mifflin. $5. 
O N SPECIAL MISSIONS- By Charles Lucieto. 

McBrlde. $2 net. 
T H E EVOLUTION OF W A R . By Emanuel Kanter. 

Chicago: Charles H. Kerr Co. 

T H E MILITARY GENIUS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By Brig.-Oen. CoUn R. Ballard. Oxford Uni
versity press. $5. 

NEW & OLD BOOKS 
COUNTER ATTRACTIONS 

: COLLECTORS. ITEMS : : PRINTERS & BINDERS 
Single insertion rate: 7 cents a word 

WRITERS' SERVICES 

AUTOGRAPHS 

ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH LETTERS of 

celebrities of all nations bought and sold. Send 

for price list. Walter R. Benjamin, 578 Madi

son Ave., New York City. Publisher The Col

lector, $1. Establislied 1S87. 

BARGAIN OFFERS 

SEVERAL LARGE AND I M P O R T A N T 
LIBRARIES, consisting of desirable boolts on 
all possible subjects, now on sale. Collectors, 
Librarians and general book buyers will find a 
great number of choice and interesting Items, 
moderately priced. It will pay you to visit our 
shop. Open till 10 p. m. M. Dauber & Piae 
Bookshops, Inc., 66 Fifth Ave., at 12th Street, 
New York. 

STORY OF PHILOSOPHY, $3.85; Elmer 
Gantry, $1.85; Dreiser's "Chains," $1.90; 
Financier, $2.35; Marching On, $1.90; Red 
Love, $1.85; Revolt in Desert, $2.35; Na
poleon, $2.35 i Anthony Comstock, $2,353 Tris-
t.>-am, $1.25; 1 5 % discount on all other new 
books (except texts), postage 8c vol., free over 
$5.00. Catalogues of bargains at 15 to So% 
off. GERRY PASCAL LIEI5ERMAN, 246 
Fifth Ave., New York. 

THOUSAND OF BOOK BARGAINS listed 

in our catalogue No. 151 all new and in perfect 

condition, at 5 0 % and less from regular prices. 

Free upon request. 

SilfPi^^ NATIONAL 
BOOKSELLERS 

REMAINDER CATALOG of new books sent 

free. Mercury Book Mart, 1472 Broadway, New 

York City. 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 

FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, GERMAN 

books. Free catalogue, state language desired. 

Schoenhof's—established 1856. 387 Washington 

St., Boston, Mass. 

GENERAL ITEMS 

GOODSPEED'S BOOK-SHOP IS A NA
TIONAL INSTITUTION. By our catalogues 
our stock is made available to book-lovers and 
collectors wherever located. The following are 
now in print and will be sent free on request: 
165—Art and Allied Subjects. 166—Rare and 
Choice Books, 167—Miscellaneous. No. 164, 
Genealogies and Local Histories will be sent on 
receipt of ten cents. Goodspeed's Book-Shop, 
92 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS, current books 

of English and American fiction, poetry, drama, 

criticism, art, essays, can now be procured from 

Eugene Pell, 1208 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

O'MALLEY'S BOOK STORE, 329 Columbus 
Ave. (75th St.) Large stock of good books on 
many subjects. Prices reasonable. Expert service. 
Open evenings. 

OVERLAND N.ARRATIVES, the Indians, 

Slavery, the Civil War. Catalogs on request. 

Cadmus Book Shop, 312 West 34th St., New 

York. 

" T H E WORLD A T M I D N I G H T " contains 

each month our unusual catalog of odd and 

strange books, autographs, prints and literary 

curiosities. Open Book Shop, 58 West Washing

ton, Chicago. 

LANGUAGES 

WORLD-ROMIC SYSTEM MASTERKEY 

to all languages. Primers, $1.95; Chinese, 

French, Spanish, Alphagrams, 30c. Dictionaries, 

$1.98. Languages, 3 West 40th, New York. 

OUT-OF-PRINT 

OUT OF P R I N T BOOKS SUPPLIED at 

very lowest prices. We supply Libraries and 

Colleges. BANNER LIBRARY SERVICE, 

114 Fourth Ave., N. Y. City. 

OUT-OF-PRINT books promptly supplied at 

most reasonable prices. National Bibliophile 

Service, 347 Fifth Ave., N. Y. Caledonia 0047. 

T14E OUT-OF-PRINT department of BRUS-

SEL'S will locate the books you want. BrussePs 

57 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

RARE EDITIONS 

ANCIENT AND MODERN BOOKS. In

teresting catalogue of Books from 15th to zoth 

Century, mailed free on application. H o w n 

Bookseller, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England. 

FIRST AND LIMITED EDITIONS. Cata

logue No. 2 on request. Modern American and 

English Authors, Nonesuch Press, Art, Literature, 

Anthropology, Bruce Rogers, Americana. J . 

Henry Guntzer, Jr . , 51 North Regent Street, 

Port Chester, New York. 

AMERICANA. Send for catalog No. 2 of 

books about the history of New York City and 

State. Arthur B. Carlton, 503 Fifth Avenue, 

New York. 

SPECIALISTS 

T H E N O R T H NODE, an Occult Book Shop, 

114 East 57th St. Books on Occultism, Mysti

cism, Metaphysics, .Astrology, The Kabbalah, 

The Tarot, Herm.atica, Alchemy, Symbolism, The 

Roslcrucians, Theosophy, Comparative Religlont, 

Anciest Civilizations, Mythology, Folklore, and 

kindred subjects—old, rare and out-of-print, new 

and contemporary. 

WRITERS ' SERVICE 

AUTHORS' AND ARTISTS' 

REPRESENTATIVE 

Literary adviser and editor. Live fictlonj — 

Short Stories, Novels, Plays, Motion Pictarej, 

Manuscripts sold. G R A C E A I R D , I N C 

342 Madison Ave., New York. Vanderbllt 9344, 

M A T H I L D E WEIL, LITERiVRY ADVISER. 

Books, short stories, articles and verse criticised 

and marketed. Special department for plays and 

motion pictures. The Writers' Workshop, Inc., 

135 East Fifty-eight Street, New York. 

AUTHORS ' PUBLICATION SERVICE, Edi

torial, Manufacturing, Distributing, etc. Biog

raphies, Histories, Special Works, Genealogie*, 

Theses, etc. The Branwell Company, 406 Wett 

3i8t Street, New York, N. Y. 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
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shelf of favorite novels." 
Bakeless. 

John 

"From it one learns a great deal 
about how a fairly typical young 
woman of the newest vintage thinks 
and feels."—The Nation. 

"A searching, bitter, deeply touching 
novel, almost cruel in its truthful
ness."—McNaiight's Monthly. 

"It is immensely faulty. But it is 
also immensely vigorous . . . teems 
with interest, and . . . gives an effect 
of resource and power which makes 
interesting promises."—The Sun. 

"I do not know of any contemporary 
treatm.ent of the theme that can match 
hers for sheer honesty and for its 
grip upon the reader."—The Eve
ning Post. 

"Miss Bryner has written as true and 
honest a book as has come out of 
America in a long time. It is in part 
a painful book, for it exposes with 
ruthless intensity the spiritual ugli
ness of family bonds that torture as 
v,ell as bind. But it is so compact 
of deep thinking and feeling that 
those who value truth and honesty 
in fiction above mere diversion will 
gladly submit to the somewhat gniel-
ling experience of reading it."—The 
Saturday Rr-vicu: of Literature. 

"It is a big novel—That it is the 
business cf each individual to learn 
to stand on her ov."n feet in life is 
obviously the intended point of this 
searching study."—Philadelphia In
quirer. $2.50 

A DUTTON BOOK 

A N D Y B R A N D T ' S 
A R K 

By E D N A BRYNER 

Public Opinion: 
"An original and an important book 
. . . the part dealing with Andy's 
visit to lier father being quite aston
ishingly deeper and more moving 
than the rest—deep, and moving and 
beautiful, indeed as few things in 
novels are." — Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher. 

"A writer new to me—but surely not 
long to be unknown to every one who 
likes bra\'ery and honesty in fiction! 
Andy's hopelessly inefficient relatives, 
weighing heavily on her hands and 
heart, disanpointing her, evading her, 
failing her, are yet the men and 
women, we all kno^v." — Kathleen 
Norris. 

"The theme is wonderful. . . . I feel 
almost jealous of Miss Bryner for 
having thought of it first. . . . It 
will have many delighted readers, 
I know, who will see in Andy Brandt's 
problem their own."—Martha Os-
tenso. 

"It's different from any novel I have 
ever read before. Vividly and strong
ly done—and the most striking pic
ture of muddled lives that I have 
read in many years."—Ernest Poole. 

"One of the most remarkable novels 
of the year, as far as the year has 
gone, and I don't expect to change 
my opinion as the year goes further. 
I am putting it away on my little 

The Phoenix Nest 
O O much acclaim and discussion have 
^ accompanied the publication of Edimii 
Arlington Robinson's latest poem, "Tris
tram," (and, indeed, so much congratula
tion upon it is his rightful due), that it 
may be interesting here briefly to examine 
the history of the Tristram legend. Since 
the twelfth century Tristram has been the 
subject of laisy metrical and prose romances, 
and later poems. The earliest treatment, 
according to Maynadier, is in the fragments 
by the Anglo-Norman Beroul, (1165-70). 
Chretien de Troies's version is lost. Eil/uirt 
von Oberge left fragments. Thomas de 
Bretagne's fragments give a different version 
of the story from that of Beroul, his ma
terial coming from the Welsh Breri. Gott
fried <von Strassburg's 121 o rendering is 
a German adaptation of Thomas. There 
was a French "Tristram" by Elie de Boron, 
a prose romance which may have Chretien's 
lost poem as its source. There was a Norse 
prose rendering of Thomas's version in 
1226. Later there was "Sir Tristrem" in 
south Scots dialect. And so it went. 
Tristram was usually put forward as the 
son of Blanchefleur, sister to King Mark 
of Cornwall, and of a prince named Ruva-
lin, or Roland, or Meliodas (Malory) . 
According to Beroul, Tristram's native 
land was Lyonesse; according to Thomas it 
was Ermonie, or, as Gottfried von Strass-
burg calls it, Parmenie,—perhaps, says 
Maynadier, the Isle of Man. There is 
more made of Tristram's youth, he says, 
in Thomas than in Beroul. Then there is 
the question of the love potion (which 
Robinson does not use in his poem). In 
Beroul the power of the love potion abates 
within two or three years, in Thomas not 
so. In Thomas's version also. King Mark 
is King of England as well as of Corn
wall and the legend is independent of the 
Arthurian story. . . . 

In Malory, says Maynadier, there is a 
good deal of material in the "Morte 
D'Arthur" from the prose Tristram ro
mances. The origin of the name Tristram 
is Pictish,' of Mark Celtic. Mark meant 
horse. Beroul even says that Mark had 
horse's ears under his long hair! The 
earlier love stories were not of sublimated 
lovt, they dwelt upon the n;. tural cr 
animalistic side even to a farcical degree, 
reminding of mediaeval fabliaux. The 
original story, 'oeside including the 
lovendrenc, or love potion, ended with 
Tristram sending a messenger to Isolt to 
bid her come to him in Brittany where he 
was dying. A white sail is to be hoisted 
if the mesesnger returns with her, remind
ing of the story concerning Theseus, in 
Greek legend. Leaving the lights of Tin-
tagel in a midnight storm Isolt takes ship 
for Brittany and, on her arrival there, 
Maynadier translates Eilhart as saying, 
"Then, she sat down by the knight, and 
spake never a word more, but laid herself 
close beside him and was dead." This 
version of the end was superseded by a 
narration of how Mark killed Tristram 
treacherously as he sat harping to Isolt. 
But in the first version Mark arrives at 
Brittany, after the death of both, and, 
viewing them says that if he had only 
known he would have given Isolt her 
freedom. . . . 

This earliest Mark approaches in nature 
more nearly to the Mark of Robinson's 
poem. He is, though with an evil reputa
tion, with s'-eds of great good in him. 
Maynadier br :igs out the significance of 
the general story as a theme for a modern 
poet when he remarks upon its being the 
first long story with romantic love for its 
central theme. Tlie story of Dido is only 
an episode in the ".'Eneid," the lais are short 
episodes, the theme of "Siegfried" is ven
geance, and so on. He also remarks the 
combination in tl-,e Tristram story of the 
mystery of the sea with the mystery of love, 
a point vs'hich Robinson has superbly made 
in his poem. One of the most memorable 
things about it is the stillness brooding over 
the sea at the climax. Robinson has dis
carded all such iriedieval trappings as the 
love potion, the cowardly steward stealing 
the head of the dragon—he has almost, 
indeed, discarded the dragon itself,—Tris
tram's fairy dog, Petit-Criu, with his magic 
bell, and so on. Out of the mass of 
garnishing upon the story he has seized the 
great essentials and has completely human
ized it for all time. It is truly timeless in 
his telling of it. And for the first time 
he has given Isolt of Brittany her rightful 
part in it. Hers is a remarkable portrait, 
though all the women in the story are 
portrayed remarkably. . . . 

The latest of the Centaur Bibliographies 
is on the writing of Norman Douglas by 
Edvjard D. McDonald, with notes on the 

books by Norman Douglas. Mr. McDon
ald n'rotc the D. H. I.a-.arence bibliography. 
The frontispiece is an unpublished photo
graph of Douglas, his own comments are 
characteristically pungent, and a reproduc
tion is inserted of the title-page of one of 
the scarcer items, "Unprofessional Tales." 
The Centaur Bookshop, publisher, is at 
1224. Chancellor Street, Philadelphia. . . . 

One hundred bucks goes to the reviewer 
who best assesses the literary value of 
"Elmer Gantry," from the Forum. The 
only condition is that your review m.ust 
have been published in some magazine or 
newspaper before August i, 1927, and that 
it be submitted to the Eoruin before 
August 15. . . . 

SINCLAIR LEWIS 

One hundred and fifty bucks goes to any 
undergraduate student in colleges or uni
versities for the best essay of not more 
than 1,000 words either substantiating or 
disproving the statement made by the New 
York Times that "Springboard" by Robert 
Wolf is "easily the best college novel yet 
written in America." Heyzvood Broun is 
sole judge and the firm offering the award 
are Mr. Wolf's publishers, A. & C. Boni. 
The contest will close June 30th and the 
award be made September 30th. . . . 

Evelyn Scott, author of the recent "Mi
grations" and of a new book "Ideals: A 
Book of Farce and Comedy" to be pub
lished in September, arrived three days ago 
on the Majestic to spend a few months over 
here. She has made her home for some 
years in England, although last winter was 
spent in Algeria. . . . 

We curse ourselves. We received the 
following interesting letter from our 
esteemed Alexander "Harvey sometime early 
in April and never printed it. Here goes 
now anvway: 

That reference to Leonard Dalton Ahhott 
in a recent issue of The Saturday Reviaa 
prompts me to remind you that he is now 
editing F/iysic.il Culture. 

George Sylvester Vicrcck has left the edi
torial staff of the , Macfadden Publications and 
is about to sail for Europe to interview great 
men tlKTC for great periodicals. 

I note, too, some rcfcienccs in your pages to 
the demand for flapper fiction. There is a de
mand for fiction everywhere. Even the Vanguard 
Press is not finding it easy to get fiction for 
its scries of radical classics. I know of one 
or two writers who have been approached. 
Unfortunately the writers of fiction have to 
wo A eighteen hours a day as it is. I have 
never known talcs of young love to be so 
eagerly sought by publishers and so hard to 
come bv. Yet it is une.icpected to have the edi
tors of the Vanguard Press clamoring vainly 
for talcs of young love. We shall hear next 
that talcs of young love are eagerly sought by 
the editor of T/'ie Ilomjletic Review, but I pre
dict that he will find it ditBcult to get them. 
If you have a tale of young love among your 
old manuscripts, send it to anybody at all and 
it will have a chance. 

Heard of The Momus Society, Sixty-
nine Jane Street? You have to make an 
appointment for an interview, inclose a 
ten dollar initiation fee, and then get once 
a month some form "of entertainment of 
high a'sthetic value but at the same time 
of such a nature as would naturally bar it 
from public presentation." The six at pres
ent projected programs are drawn from the 
Cineina, the Drama, the Dance, Eurhyth
mies, Music and the Ballet, says Momus. 
The first program will include—or in
cluded, for all we know—a showing of 
Rose Bernd, a film made in Germany from 
Hauptmann's famous plot. Each Momus 
performance takes place at midnight. 
"Momus will issue a privately printed work 
of Erotica for members only." Monthly 
dues five dollars. . . . 

Well, we're going home and write our 
storv of young love for the Homiletic 
Review! 
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