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Social Factors in Medical 
Progress 

By BERNHAED J. STERN 

A study of the psychological and 
sociological factors involved in the 
resistance to innovations in medicine. 
The question of whether gifted in­
dividuals are responsible for progress 
in medicine is illustrated with a list 
of many inventions and discoveries 
in the history of the healing art. In 
analyzing opposition to innovations 
the author discusses the controversies 
over dissection, the circulation of the 
blood, vaccination, Pasteur's discov­
eries, and antisepsis. 

Just Published. $2.25 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS 
C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , N e w Y o r k 

AW nELI 
By Clarke Venable 

T h e t i t le m a y shock you — 
but the story will enthrall you 
* * * * TAe war novel of this, 
o r any o t h e r year * * * * 
Inspiring, human, intense, sane 

O f A n y B o o k s e l l e r — y^2.00 

Chicago — Reilly & Lee — New York 

The Greatest 0/ England's 
ISeu! Poets 

Humbert Wolfe 
" H e is a l i g h t j e s t e r a n d a se r i ­
o u s p o e t , a n d a n i r o n i c m y s t i c , 
i n w h o s e w o r k s a t i r e a n d b e a u t y 
contend. '* —Rose Macaulay 

L A M P O O N S 
S a t i r e i n v e r s e , b i t i n g , w i t t y . 
I l l u s t r a t e d b y B o h u n L y n c h . 

$ 1 . 5 0 

K E N S I N G T O N GARDENS 
Lyr i c s , d e l i c a t e a n d g r a c e f u l . 

$ 1 . 5 0 

^WI^^^^^^FJ 
WILL DURANT'S 

^ 0 1 ^ * 

I47th 
THOUSAND 

Simon 6Schuster:nc- PubtishmNewYork 

Elmer Gantry, $1.S5; Napoleon, $2.35. Kiae 
of American Civilization, 510. 
15% DISCOUNT ALL OTHER NEW 
BOOKS. Postage 8c vol.; free over $5. 
Write for bargain cataLlogrue of seta, re­
mainders and curiosa. 

GEKBY PASCAL MEBEKMAN 
246 Fif th Avenue New York 

NOTICE 
Saturday Review subscribers who are 

interested in having a complete index to 
their files of the magazine will be glad 
to know that the 

I N D E X 

VOLUME I I — P A R T I I 

AND T H E 

INDEX 

VOLUME I I I — P A R T I 

are both ready for mailing. There ii 
no charge for copies of these indices and 
all requests should be addressed to the: 

SUBSCRIPTION D E P A R T M E N T 

The Saturdqp Review 
of LiTZftATUftS 

26 WEST 45th ST., NEW YORK CITT 

The Reader's Guide 
Conducted by MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Inqu i r i e s in r e g a r d to t h e selection of books and quest ions of like n a t u r e should 
be addressed to M M . B E C K E H , C/O The Saturday Review. 

A B A L A N C E D R A T I O N 

T W I L I G H T S L E E P . By Edith- Whar­

ton ( A p p l e t o n ) . 

C O V E R I N G W A S H I N G T O N . By J. F. 

Essary ( H o u g h t o n Miff l in) . 

M A I N C U R R E N T S I N A M E R I C A N 

T H O U G H T . By Vernon L. Parring-

ton ( H a r c o u r t , B r a c e ) . 

H. B. P., New Jersey, asks if a book has 
been iLTitten giving the living costs in 
•various sections of this country. 

HE a d d s : " I a m seeking a place where 
a f a m i l y o f f o u r adu l t s can obta in a 

grea te r degree of comfor t on a fixed income 
than can be obtained in this expensive me t ro ­
pol i tan a rea of N e w Y o r k City. H e r e ( in 
his suburb) rents a n d p rope r ty values a re 
h i g h , food more expensive even t h a n in 
the city, and domestic servants ex t remely 
scarce and d i scourag ing ly expensive, besides 
be ing incompetent . I believe tha t by 
rel inquishing w h a t a re termed the a d v a n ­
tages of N e w Y o r k City, the theatres, m u ­
seums, etc., which to most of us are 
advan tageous only in tha t they are accessible, 
one can l ive more cheaply than can be done 
here in N e w Y o r k . " 

I have a lways k n o w n that one could live 
more cheaply, even in N e w York , if one 
never visited the theatres , or those even 
more expensive resorts, the shops; it w o u l d 
also he lp to re f ra in f r o m ea t ing and sleep 
in the park . Given a determinat ion not to 
spend money, it m a y be saved almost 
a n y w h e r e — w h y , even in this squander ing 
town, I just overheard a prosperous huck­
ster, ad jured by a f r iend to purchase f o r 
eighty cents a bott le of medicine to break 
up a terrific cold, reply " I guess better I 
don ' t feel so good, and keep my eighty 
cents ." 

But the in fo rma t ion f o r which m a n y 
others besides H . B. P . a re look ing is in 
" T h e Cost of L iv ing in the Uni ted States," 
a publ icat ion of the Nat iona l Indust r ia l 
Conference Boa rd , N e w York , 1926 
( $ 2 . 5 0 ) , and in a supplementary fifty-cent 
pamph le t with the same t i t le, published by 
them in 1927. T h e Uni ted States Labo r 
Statistics Bureau also publishes statistics in 
their Monthly Labor Review, Wash ing ton , 
D . C. 

C. H., Springfield, Ohio, asks for a one-
act comedy to be given as fart of a high 
school entertcnnment in which the faculty 
also takes fart. 

CH R I S T O P H E R M O R L E Y ' S " G o o d 
T h e a t r e " appears in " M o r e One-Act 

P l a y s , " edited by Helen Louise Cohen ( H a r ­
court , Brace) : it seems to me that it wou ld 
m a k e a perfec t number on this o r any other 
p r o g r a m , given an inte l l igent audience. In 
the same collection a re plays by fifteen au­
thors, inc lud ing A. A . M i l n e , J o h n Erskine , 
Eugene O 'Nei l l , P a u l Green, and Rober t 
Frost , w h o comes ou t s t rong in a sardonic 
N e w E n g l a n d piece. T h e notes a re espe­
cial ly useful f o r school product ions , and 
there a re suggestions f o r s tudy in connection 
w i th the plays, but these could be given on 
l a r g e r stages. 

A longe r en te r ta inment w i th a l i terary 
touch, jus t publ ished he re by Samuel 
French , is the ba l l ad-opera " M r . P e p y s , " by 
Clifford Bax, la te ly p roduced a t Eve ryman ' s 
T h e a t r e , H a m m e r s m i t h . T h e music is no t 
given in the t idy l i t t le orange-covered vo l ­
ume, bu t m a y be h a d in separate songs or 
the complete score ; even read , the action is 
brisk. T h e ca t a logue of Samuel French , 
25 West For ty- f i f th Street, describes so many 
one-act and l o n g e r plays tha t the school 
committees wi l l save t ime by sending f o r it 
before they wr i t e to me. 

D. A. P., Montfelier, Vt., asks for a book 
of synonyms for a gift to one not a pro­
fessional writer but sometimes writing for 
her 'won satisfaction, who though not always 
finding the right word at the tif of her fen, 
is indefatigable in searching for it. It 
should be a book that "grants to words their 
full fascination." 

' T ^ H E last sentence tempts me to campa ign 
-^ aga in fo r Weekley 's " E t y m o l o g i c a l 

D i c t i o n a r y " ( D u t t o n ) , a mag ica l w o r k that 
— b y keep ing a rein on my i n c l i n a t i o n s ^ l 
have no t ment ioned in this column f o r 
several months . But though I find more 
fascination in it than in anv other w o r d -
finder, I k n o w that this must be a " f a i r l y 
inexpensive g i f t , " and my pet, the fu l l -

g r o w n Weekley no t the "concise ," cou ldn ' t 
be called that . Besides, such a book as this 
is ra ther fo r those w h o have " a n inte l l igent 
curiosi ty as to the or ig ins and ear l ier senses" 
of words , and it del ights a puris t r a the r 
than a journa l i s t . 

W h y no t Fowle r ' s " D i c t i o n a r y of M o d ­
ern Engl i sh U s a g e " ( O x f o r d ) \ T h i s is 
provoca t ive , fascinat ing, cocksure, and dis­
concer t ingly r igh t—disconcer t ing because it 
so often reveals tha t the reader has been 
w r o n g . T h i s and the "Pocke t Oxfo rd Dic ­
t i o n a r y " ( O x f o r d ) , a re the only dictionaries 
I o w n ; it is a wonde r tha t m y diction 
remains so red-whi te -and-b lue . F o r a book 
o f synonyms, I h a v e received commenda­
tions f rom users of Al len ' s "Synonyms and 
A n t o n y m s " ( H a r p e r s ) ; Fa l lows ' s " C o m ­
plete Dic t iona ry of Synonyms and A n t o ­
n y m s " ( R e v e l l ) , which is smaller than 
most of these b o o k s ; F l e m m i n g ' s " S y n o ­
nyms, An tonyms , and Associated W o r d s " 
( P u t n a m ) ; and Fe rna ld ' s "Eng l i sh Syno­
nyms and A n t o n y m s " ( F u n k & W a g n a l l s ) ; 
every one of these has been praised to me 
by someone w h o has used it, and there is 
not much difference in price. But I still 
use, when a word sticks, my old Roge t ' s 
" T h e s a u r u s " lef t f r o m l o n g ago , f o r the 
new Roge t , revised a n d en la rged in 1925 
and published by L o n g m a n s , Green, has 
been bo r rowed a w a y f r o m me. A n y w a y , 
one g rows accustomed to the physical aspect 
of a favor i te word -book , and this o ld one 
o f mine has n o w taken on a l i t e ra ry 
qua l i t y : it reads l ike Ger t rude Stein in her 
more conservative moments . 

A new book that this inqui rer should 
examine is " M o r r o w ' s W o r d F i n d e r , " p u b ­
lished by W i l l i a m M o r r o w and made by 
P a u l D . H u g o n . I t is a combined dic­
t ionary and thesaurus, whose a r r a n g e m e n t 
is so unusual t ha t it must be tr ied ra ther 
than described. One fea ture t ha t should be 
ment ioned, however , is tha t it is especially 
good fo r poo r spel lers ; as there seem to 
be more of these every year, this a lone 
should give it a f o l l o w i n g . You need no t 
k n o w h o w to spell a w o r d to find it in 
this book. T h e type is unusual ly la rge and 
clear, and when I tested it on hal f -a-dozen 

words looked up a t r a n d o m , I found tha t 
I could get at them rap id ly , which is one 
of the advan tages claimed f o r the book. 
Of course the t ime you spend in r e a d i n g a l l 
the other words on the same p a g e does not 
coun t ; the recreat ion p rov ided b y this is 
one of the dividends t ha t accrue to dic­
t ionary-investors . 

R. K. B., (no address), asks for books 
giving the different kinds of type, including 
one that sets out the kinds of tyfe used in 
advertising. He has "Making Tyfe Work" 
{Century), but now needs something more 
comfrehensive. 

MA K E a good j o b of i t ; get the t w o 
la rge volumes of" D . B. Updike ' s 

" P r i n t i n g T y p e s : T h e i r His tory , F o r m s , 
and U s e " ( H a r v a r d Universi ty P r e s s ) . 
A l t h o u g h I a m bound to tell you in advance 
that it costs fifteen dol lars , it is indispensable 
to an unders tand ing of this subject, a n d 
even to the genera l reader interested in 
ge t t i ng a n e w v iewpoin t f o r a survey of 
civi l izat ion, it is a fine investment. T h e 
prices of the specimen books of the A m e r ­
ican T y p e f o u n d e r s , C o m m u n i p a w Avenue , 
Jersey City, and the Cont inenta l T y p e ­
founders , 240 West For ty -n in th Street, N e w 
York , v a r y ; wr i t e to them fo r i n f o r m a t i o n ; 
if you a re a p r in te r you get them fo r 
no th ing . 

A. W. E., Pottstown, Pa., and M. R. D., 
Penn Yon, N. Y., send almost identical re­
quests for a book on gardening, new and 
authoritative, as a present for a beginner. 
« ' p H E F L O W E R G A R D E N D A Y B Y 

A D A Y , " by M r s . Francis K i n g 
( S t o k e s ) , I have a l ready suggested in this 
c o l u m n ; it is a spr ing publ icat ion, bu t as 
its n a m e implies, good a l l the year ' r o u n d 
as a da i ly guide-book. M r s . K i n g ' s au ­
thor i ty no one questions. A beaut i fu l n e w 
book has just come f r o m P u t n a m , in the 
series t ha t includes the " F i e l d Books" of 
F . S. M a t h e w s and Herbe r t D u r a n d ' s " W i l d 
F lower s and F e r n s , " whose first t i t le was 
" T a m i n g the W i l d i n g s . " M r . D u r a n d has 
gone fu r t he r a l o n g this l ine in g iv ing a 
count ry- lover good advice on m a k i n g shy 
flowers and shrubs g r o w in cap t iv i ty ; his 
new book is " M y W i l d F l o w e r G a r d e n " 
( P u t n a m ) , a model of its kind. T h e N e w 
Y o r k Publ ic L i b r a r y is n o w h o l d i n g a con­
t inuous ga rden-book show tha t makes a 
magnificent impress ion; the bul let in of the 
Forty-second Street L i b r a r y fo r this month 
lists such books. 

Neit; May "Books from Beacon Hill 
hy the author of " X ^ 

'Saviours of Society" ' 

THE 
SECRETARY 

OF STATE 
By STEPHEN " 
M c K E N N A 

T?he s e c o n d v o l u m e i n 
t h e a u t h o r ' s m a s t e r l y 
s t u d y o f c h a n g i n g E n g ­
l a n d t r a c e s a n u n u s u ­

a l l y d r a m a t i c c a r e e r . 

\ ^ $2.50 J^ 

A n i m p r e s s i o n 0 / a 
romantic figure 

DISRAELI 
By 

D. L. MURRAY 

" A first r a t e p i e c e o f 
w o r k . v i v i d l y i m a g i n e d , 
s o u n d l y p l a n n e d a n d 
a d m i r a b l y w r i t t e n . " ^ -
PhilipGuedalla, a u t h o r 

o t " P a l m e r s t o n " . 

\ 
8 illustrations 

$4.00 

*SUN AND MOON 
By V I N C E N T H, G O W E N 

A n intriguing novel in which an English­
man turns Chinese and brings u p his son and 
daughter thinking themselves Orientals—with 
strange and tragic consequences. $2.50 

^^Irnaginative, d r a m a t i c ^ ^ 
1 a n d appealing ' 

*BROTHER 
JOHN 

A T a l e of the 
First Franciscans 

By V I D A D . 
SCUDDER 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f " o n e 
o f t h e m o s t i n t e n s e 
soc i a l e x p e r i m e n t s i n 

C h r i s t i a n h i s t o r y . " , ^ 
X ^2.50 JT 

^f Revealing t h e t y r a n n y ^ k 
of tradition 

THEIR 
TRADITION 

By GUY 
RAWLENCE 

" A g r e a t a u n t — p r o b a b ­
ly t h e g r e a t e s t a u n t i n 
f i c t i o n — i s t h e s u p r e m e 
f i g u r e . A w o n d e r f u l 

c r e a t i o n . " — P u n c h , 
L o n d o n . 

^ $ 2 . 0 0 7 *lndicates "An Atlantic Monthly Press Publication" 
These Books are for sale at all Booksellers 

Boston L I T T L E , B R O W N & C O . Publishers 
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The Phoenix Nest 

the business 
"The Girl 

from Rector^s" 
wrecked • • • 

the story of the world's most fa­
mous restaurant—where Broad­
way and 5th Avenue met—of its 
amazing customers and their 
amusing customs—a gorgeous 
record of by-gone New York. 

George Rector's 
THE GIRL FROM 

RECTOR'S 
$3 
-f 

Don Marquis's 
THE ALMOST 

PERFECT STATE 
Heaven on earth genially pictured by 
the author of "The Old Soak," $2. 

-f 
T o t h e P u b l i c I n t e r e s t 

William Allen White says "Every 
American should read H O W 
E U R O P E M A D E P E A C E W I T H ­
OUT AMERICA," Frank H. Simonds' 
legend smashing history of post-war 
Europe, $5. . . . Former Ambassador 
Henry Lane Wilson tells some start­
ling truths about Mexico in D I P L O ­
M A T I C E P I S O D E S I N MEXICO, 
BELGIUM A N D CHILE, $4 
Senator Carter Glass reveals the story 
of the Federal Reserve Act in AN 
A D V E N T U R E I N C O N S T R U C ­
T I V E F I N A N C E , $3. . . . General 
John McAuley Palmer, in a book 
praised by Chas. E. Hughes, Newton 
Baker and others, suggests means for 
peace and self-defense in S T A T E S ­
M A N S H I P OR WAR, $2.50. 

•f 
F o r I n q u i r i n g M i n d s 

George A. Dorsey, author of "Why 
We Behave Like Human Beings," 
presents pictures of Darwin the man 
as he really was in T H E EVOLU­
T I O N O F C H A R L E S D A R W I N , $2. 
. . . Cameron Rogers writes brilliantly 
of a provocative American in 
C O L O N E L BOB INGERSOLL, $3. 
. . . Paul Griswold Howes reveals 
fascinating secrets of everyday insects 
and fish near home in BACKYARD 
E X P L O R A T I O N , $6. 

-f 
A G r e a t N o v e l 

W. B. Maxwell's B E V A N Y O R K E 
— already England's best-seller — is 
here winning the popularity of his 
"Spinster of This Parish." It's a pro­
found study of a kindly man in con­
flict with a narrow world . . . Elisa­
beth Cobb Chapman's F A L L I N G 
SEEDS, highly praised by critics, 
goes into its third large printing . . . 
a novel of younger married life by 
Irvin Cobb's daughter, $2.50. 

-f 
P o p u l a r P i c t u r e s 

The most popular picture book in 
years is R. V. Cuher's T H E GAY 
NINETIES, hilari ous drawings por­
traying the fun and foibles of 30 years 
ago, $2.50. 

At All Book Stores 

D O U B L E D A Y , P A G E & C O . 

n p H I S week we are privileged to print 
^ the following contributions to our Fero­

cious School. It is not a sonnet. But we 
have, in this particular instance, broken our 
rule to print nothing but Ferocious Sonnets 
because we like this poem and because it is 
entitled, "Remarks Addressed to Mother 
Nature by a Boy at the Foot of the Class": 

T/ie school of life is sometuhat odd. 
For, though tve have abolished God, 
Dear Mother Nature, kindly nurse. 
Remains imth us for bad or luorse. 
And her first lesson is to teach 
The rod to find the infant breech. 
We cry at birth, lue cry at death. 
And, in between, ive waste our breath 
In such sincere, self-fitying howls 
As would move mercy in the bow'ls 
Of any Dame less sage or blind. 
But if she hears, she does not mind, 
Proceeding surely through the years 
To give us better cause for tears 
And molding by her darling flan 
The sfanked child to the cudgeled man. 
While nice adjustments fit again 
Pain to capacity for fain. 
Until at last, <ive can no more 
And exit by the recess-door. 
With our one lesson scored ufon 
A slate the newer fufils shun. 
"You have been born. You ix>ere betrayed. 
And now you die. Why vxre you made?" 

A precious Dame! A faltry rule! 
Good Lord, I'd rather leave the school 
While som» rods still remain in fickle 
Than wait to feel the final tickle. 
The last excruciating twinge 
Of life ufon the creaky hinge! 
If there were hell, I'd rather singe 
In any good, commodious hell 
Than learn such lessons overwell. 

And yet, when one considers all 
The bygone scholars, great and small 
Rank ufon rank of ufturned faces 
With all their immature disgraces. 
The whining Neros, vain and sly, 
The dullards with the coward's eye, 
Salome and Machiavel 
And all the youngest bttds of hell 
Set to learn their ABCs 
When some keefer of the keys 
Left tliem there, with his commands 
And then went home to wash his hands— 

Then, though the school is somewhat odd 
And the one lesson tastes of rod 
And my fosteriors feel the same, 
1 have some fity for the Dame. 

S. V. B. 

And we are still accumulating ferocious 
sonnets,—we must have another of those 
sonnet numbers soon. . . . 

A special announcement has come to us 
that Norman Hafgood and Henry Mosko-
witz ar j writing a biography and critical 
study of Governor Alfred E. Smith to be 
published in the autumn by Harcourt. It 
•will be entitled "Up from the City Streets: 
Alfred E. Smith, a Study in Contemporary 
Politics." Well, to paraphrase a bit of 
Henry Mencken's famous battle cry of the 
100 per cent American, with the reverse 
English, 

You Nordics may keep cool with Col, 
This bardic boid is all for Al! 

On May twenty-first Harper and Brothers 
opened with a flourish a bookshop for Boys 
and Girls at 460 Park Avenue. It will 
stock the books of all publishers, and will 
endeavor to cooperate with schools to the 
fullest extent possible. . . . 

The editor of the Forum is offering a 
prize of one hundred dollars for the best 
translation into English of the poem in 
the June Forum by M. Paul Claudel, the 
new French Ambassador to the United States. 
All manuscripts must be addressed to the 
Editor of the Forutn and submitted before 
September first. . . . 

Captain John W. Thomason, author of 
"Fix Bayonets!" and "Red Pants," who re­
cently returned from Nicaragua where he 
was in command of the American Marines, 
is now stationed in Washington on staff 
duty. He will illustj-ate a new edition of 
Thomas Boyd's "Through the Wheat" 
which Scribner's will bring out in the 
fall. . . . 

G. B. Stern has written an account of her 
wine tour through the homeland of Bor­
deaux and Burgundy. It is called "Bouquet" 
and Knopf will bring it out on June 
seventeenth. We like the remark of her 
Italian gardener with which Miss Stern be­
gins her book: 

I have had so much work to d-s that I have 

not had time to get drunk for several weeks, 
and, signore, my health is suffering from it. 

George Jean Nathan's "Land of the 
Pilgrim's Pride," which Knopf will fire as 
a big gun of the fall (September) sounds 
as if it would be a good one. It's about 
the contemporary American scene, for 
which Nathan has temporarily deserted the 
theatre: 

Here's to the Nathans, both Bob and George 
J. 

One flays the cello, one ogles the flay. 

Here's to tlie Beaches, to Long and to Rex; 
One's a beach, and the other's the mascu­

line sex. 
I 

Here's to the Cobbs, both to Irvin and Ty, 
To the humorist's I and the old batting eye. 

Here's to Streets: ^znd and Julian and Main. 
They have little in common, and that's very 

flain. 

Here's to 

No, sir! No more of that! . . . 
In "George Eliot and Her Times" Eliza­

beth Haldane presents an interesting picture 
of George Eliot and George Lewes. "They 
must have been an odd-looking couple," she 
writes, "he shaggy, small, and lightly built, 
padding along like a Skye terrier; she 
massive in appearance and impressive in 
manner, he mothering as well as adoring 
his companion and shielding her from the 
cold winds of the world so far as was in 
his power; she grateful for and responsive 
to every attention given her." . . . 

On May n t h Donald Ogden Stewart 
sailed for Scotland to trace down "this 
rumor about Scotch whiskey of which I've 
heard so much. I have decided to see 
whether there is such a thing. I've been 
sent out by the Authors' and Moving Picture 
Actors' Protective Association of Southern 
California to trace it down and bring some 
samples back." If this doesn't take all of 
his time, Mr. Stewart is going to write his 
great humorous novel in Scotland. It is to 
be called "An American Comedy." . . . 

We thank W. C. Handy for sending us 
the sheet music of the "Golden Brown 
Blues," a lyric by Langston Hughes to 
which Handy has written the music. W. 
C. Handy is an originator of Blues and a 
music publisher at 1545 Broadway. . . . 

Doubleday, Page have got up a clever fake 
tabloid to advertise the mystery stories of 
Edgar Wallace. It is bright pink and called 
Wallace News. Its slogan is "Brings MUR­
DERS Home to You." Its Weather Fore­
cast is: Earthquake followed by cyclone; 
warmer and warmer to last page." Wal­
lace's newest thriller will be "Terror Keep," 
to appear on July 15th. . . . 

Crosby Gaige, we understand, has signed 
up Philif Guedalla to write a play based 
on the life of Napoleon III as set forth in 
Guedalla's "The Second Empire." The play 
will be called "The. Painted Emperor," 
which, incidentally, we think a swell 
title. . . . 

Tlie new American residence of the F. 
Scott Fitzgeralds certainly has a most en­
gaging name. It is Ellersley Mansion, 
Brandywine Hundred, Delaware; and is a 
beautiful old eightenth century house whose 
lawns run down to the Delaware River. 
Scott is finishing up a new novel to be pub­
lished in the fall by Scribners. . . . 

Special for children: "The Playbook of 
Troy," by Susan Meriwether, is one of the 
most delightful inventions we have seen for 
some time, and only the first of a series. 
Archibald Henderson, biographer of Ber­
nard Shaw, says Miss Meriwether has con­
ceived an i^ea of creative importance. The 
book combines being a toy theatre and a 
nursery toy. Its detachable cover becomes 
a backgrouncj for the cut-out figures, while 
at the same time Miss Meriwether's text, 
charming in itself is reinforced by selections 
from standard translations of the Iliad and 
Odyssey. Esther Peck has done the draw­
ing under Miss Meriwether's direction. . . . 

We have heard of a most beamish inci­
dent which recently occurred at Macy's. A 
sales-person in the' Book Department sold 
a copy of a book by Christofher Morley, 
and, in making out the sales check, forgot 
to record the title. Subsequently, the check 
was returned to the sales-person with the 
query, "Ti t le?" The title was filled in. 
Again the slip reached the record clerk. 
"Pleased to Meet You," read the clerk. Slie 
became furious and returned the check to 
the sales-person with the following notation, 
"Please go to hell!" . . . 

Well, well, well, we must now go else­
where. 
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« ^ ( ^ Two years ago this month we 
published Webster's Poker Book. It was a 
big book, enlivened by the text of GEORGE 
ADE, MARC CONNELLY, GEORGE WORTS, 

FOSTER and others, and contained a trick 
secret chamber teeming with paper chips, 
I. 0 . U. blanks and other accessories. The 
price was ?2,S0. We expected it to sell on 
a vast scale. To date the sale is less than 
6,000 copies. That Spring and Summer we 
used to watch people in the book shops. 
They'd pick up Webster's Poker Book, 
laugh heartily over it, read it with ab­
sorbed attention . . . and walk out of the 
shop with Tlie Green Hat. 

We are grateful for the seclusion and 
safety of The Inner Sanctum, which per­
mits us at the rate of 60 cents a line to de­
nounce a destiny that so capriciously de­
prived Webster's Poker Book of the best 
sellerdom we felt (and still feel) it merited. 

<^(Mi Today we are releasing six 
more of our 2Sc booklets of poetry. They 
are: Witter Bynner, Emily Dickinson, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Four Negro Poets, 
Edna St. Vincent Millay, and Tlie Ne-ai 
York Wits. In other words, these six 
Pamphlet Poets may be bought for less 
than the price of a novel. 

Last autumn this 25c series was started 
with a selection of the poems o( Natkalia 
Crane, II. D., Edgar Allan Poe, Carl 
Sandburg, Walt Whitman and Elinor Wylie. 

One of the pleasantest tasks of 
The Inner Sanctum has been in dealing 
with the publishers of these poets' books, 
and hereby we wish publicly to acknowl­
edge our gratitude to Albert and Charles 
Boni, Boni and Liveright, George H. Doran, 
Harcourt Brace and Company, Harper and 
Brothers, Alfred A. Knopf, Little, Brown 
and Company and Charles Scribner's Sons. 

Obviously, the series would be out of 
the question, but for the cordial coopera­
tion of these publishers of the original 
books of the poets. 

M R . LENZ'S new book, Lenz 
on Contract Bridge, is released today. M R . 
LENZ has been working on this book since 
last November, and we are glad he didn't 
yield to the public clamor of hurry, hurry. 
The book is absolutely sound, has humor 
and, best of all, actually teaches the reader 
the game of Contract Bridge. 

A diverting episode occurred 
in the writing of the jacket blurb. The 
Head of Our Blurb Department figured 
that Scaring the Customer would be 
pretty good stufl, and wrote a masterful 
exposition on How Much Money Can Be 
Lost If the Game Isn't Completely Un­
derstood. Mr. Lenz pointed out that this 
public encouragement of gambling might 
be misunderstood by a non-bridge-plaj'ing 
Polizei. So the epic was scrapped. 
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The glory of America, in a sense 
the vital spirit of all democracy, 
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