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Books of Special Interest 
What Is Irony? 

I R O N Y : A n Histor ical In t roduc t ion . By 
J . A . K. T H O M S O N . Cambridg-e: H a r v a r d 
Universi ty Press. 1927. 

Reviewed by E L I Z A B E T H H A Z E L T O N H A I C H T 

Vassar College 

^ ~ \ \ E who has read M r . T h o m s o n ' s beau-
^-^ t iful interpretat ions of Greek l i tera ture 
and history in " T h e Greek T r a d i t i o n " and 
"Greeks and Barba r i ans" is slig-htly repelled 
by the stiff title and f o r m a ! a r r angement 
in this new volume. T h e sub-title, " A n 
Historical In t roduc t ion , " has a musty-dusty 
t avor of antiquity. T h e heading's of the 
chapters are colorless Roman numera ls wi th 
annoy ing minute letters m a r k i n g subdivisions 
of thought . W h a t catches the eye is a 
quotat ion on the fly leaf, 

Tlic flory, jest, and riddle of the world, 
and an in fo rmal dedication of thanks to 
Gilbert M u r r a y fo r his unders tand ing sym
pathy . 

A n y though t fu l reader wi l l find here a 
new type of l i te rary criticism. Greek l i tera
ture is reviewed, not chronologica l ly , but 
f r o m the point of v iew of an i n f o r m i n g 
spirit . T h e subject, iron}', cannot be de
fined, bu t is set fo r th t h rough Greek l i tera
tu re itself. T h e w o r d E i ron came into 
l i tera ture th rough comedy and meant the 
cunn ing , pr imi t ive man , the Cal iban, w h o 
f ea r ing the ever-present jea lousy of Heaven, 
pretends to be less than he is. In comedy 
this ironical man is in conflict wi th the 
Alazon , or Impostor , w h o professes to be 
someth ing more than he is. By their va ry 
ing importance, three elements, Alazon , 
E i ron , and For tune or Dei ty , determine the 
type of i rony in diff'erent fo rms of l i tera
ture . 

In Aristophanes 's " A c h a r n i a n s " or 
" C l o u d s , " the fool runs his head against 
the force of circumstances and f a l l i ng is a 
comic-ironic figure. In ^ s c h y l u s ' s " A g a 
m e m n o n " or Sophocles's "CEdipus R e x " the 
he ro challenges destiny and fal ls , a t rag ic-
ironic figure. A n d the h o r r o r of such 
t r agedy is that the spectator foresees the fal l 
and breathlessly awa i t s the events, thus be

coming a par t ic ipant in the i rony of the 
plot . T h e irony of Eur ipides is more mod
ern, a subjective i rony moti \ 'a tcd by an 
emotion too s t rong to t read the boards un
masked, bred perhaps of " a sadm-ss fruui 
some defeat of high i l lusions." 

T o give any idea of the content of the 
book one must thus u e its \-cry phrase ):;::y. 
M r . T h o m s o n , after establishing by a i a h Is. 
pa raphrase , and t ranslat ion the or ig in and 
essence of i rony, shows that both comic and 
t ragic i rony existed in H o m e r ; that 
Herodotus ' s Histor\ ' m igh t ha^'C fo r a sub
title " T h e T r a g e d y of K i n g Xerxes , " and 
for tha t " t he whole machinery of d ramat ic 
i rony is b rough t into a c t i o n ; " that T h u c y -
dides's His tory , like d rama , represents the 
clash of human Hubr i s and divine Nemesis 
until his i rony acquires " t remendous force 
f r o m its apparen t substantiation by the naked 
f a c t s ; " that the great E i ron of D ia logue is 
the P la ton ic Socrates, whose i rony was man i 
fested as "emot ion tempered by common 
sense, common sense t ransfigured by emo
t i on . " Lucian, at last, was the l ink between 
ancient and modern i rony because he made 
i rony satir ical and used it f o r defense. T h i s 
weapon o f his was handed down to Erasmus, 
M o r e , and Rabelais . 

A br ief review of R o m a n i rony shows 
less i rony in Lat in l i tera ture than in Greek, 
and that imitat ive. T h e r e are pa r t i cu la r ly 
i l lu in ina t ing pages on Horace and on 
Tac i tus w h o w r i t i n g on " the wra th of God 
upon the R o m a n peop le" " w i t h hue like 
that when some grea t pa in ter dips his pencil 
in the g loom of ear thquake and eclipse" 
manifested the Apocalypse of the t r ag ic 
irony. 

But this was not a l l . 

The tragic irony found its way Into the 
modern world. . . . The thoughts of men about 
life and death rnay change, or at least be 
cheered by a new hope, but life and death 
themselves remain, and while they remain can 
never fall to provide a sufficiency of tragic 
matter. The problem of evil, the problem of 
unmerited suffering. Is with us as much as with 
the ancients. We have dropped one answer to 
the Sphinx, but she has not yet cast herself 
from her rock. There Is still on her lips that 
smile which we call Irony. How to Interpret It 

K A R I N M I C H A E L I S ' S first novel to ap

pear in English since her popular "The 

Dangerous Age." Her startling theme— 
illegitimacy—and the extraordinary charm of 

her characters—Jiave made this book a great 

success in Scandinavia and in Germany. 
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End 

•L HE Story of Meta Trap, vital and lovable, a success

ful business woman who dared to have three daughters 

but refused to marry the men who loved her—and of the 

fight of this delightful family against the world's con
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By 
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Translated by Grace Isabel Colbron 

Just ready, $2.00 
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Is the business of philosophy, perhaps of re
ligion. How to express It is the business of 
art. .And this we learned from the Greeks. 

Ti ia t nnal p a r a g r a p h suggests the au-
thor '^ distinguished style, but only the book 
itself with its luctdus ordo, fine insight , 
delicate appreciat ions, and lo hello stile can 
sliow how t ru ly it presents the problems of 

T i e glory, jest, and riddle of the world. 

From the Other World 
T H E H I S T O R Y O F S P I R I T U A L I S M . 

Bv Si : A R T H U R C O N A N D O Y L E . New 

Y o r k : George H. D o r a n . 1927. 2 vols. 
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A LL of us w h o retnember our you th owe 
a debt of g ra t i tude to Sir A r t h u r Conan 

Dovle . But even in those far-off days of 
" M i c a h C l a r k e , " " T h e Whi te C o m p a n y , " 
and the adventures of the egregious "Sher
lock Ho lmes , " he never wro te a better chil
dren's storv than his " H i s t o r y of Spir i tual
i sm." W e accompany Swedenborg to his 
a m a z i n g pa rad i se ; we hea r the " speak ing 
wi th tongues" in E d w a r d E r v i n g ' s c h u r c h ; 
we watcli the incursion of Red Ind ian spirits 
a m o n g the Shakers ; we listen to Andrew-
Jackson Daxis 's prophecy in mesmeric t r a n c e ; 
we are present at the historic m i d n i g h t 
scene of M a r c h 3 1 , 1848, when Kate F o x 
snapped her fingers, c ry ing , " H e r e , old 
Spl i t fool , do as I d o , " and the knockings 
instantly responded ( i talics Doy le ' s ) ; and 
thencefor th , the int roduct ion over , we move 
a m o n g ever g rea te r marvels , perceiving 
H e n r y Slade pass mater ia l objects t h r o u g h 
one another , D . D . H o m e fly across the 
air , K a t e K i n g g r o w and diminish, Eusapia 
Pa l l ad ino put fo r th s t range ectoplasmic 
l imbs, and spooks innumerab le , fe l t and 
weighed and pho tographed . But when one 
asks w h a t basis of fact lies behind this 
interesting nar ra t ive he gets no sat isfactory 
answer. T h e au tho r is so careless of ele
mentary historical scholarship that he ra re ly 
refers to his sources and when he does the 
footnote near ly a lways points to some Spir
itualistic magaz ine . His " H i s t o r y " is made 
up largely of hearsay evidence; such state
ments as the f o l l o w i n g a b o u n d : 

" H u n d r e d s of respectable citizens of 
Buffalo are reported to have seen these 
occurrences." 

" H e ims said to know no Ge rman , yet 
messages in German appeared on the slates." 

T h i s sort of test imony the a u t h o r r ega rds 
as entirely conclusive. On the other hand , 
the exposures of Slade, M o n k , Eusapia 
P a l l a d i n o , — a n d even the confession of 
M a r g a r e t F o x he r se l f ,—fa i l to shake his 
fai th in those very mediums. T h e negat ive 
repor ts of investigations at the Universi ty 
of Pennsylvania , H a r v a r d , the Sorbonne, 
and elsewhere are al l discredited. T h e 
Society fo r Psychical Research comes in fo r 
sharp criticism because of its exaggera ted 
skepticism! All in a l l , Sir A r t h u r Conan 
Doyle impresses one as perhaps the worst 
judg'e of historical evidence that could pos
sibly be found . 

Nor is one's confidence restored by 
"Pheneas Speaks," the record of al leged 
spirit conuTiunications to Sir xYrthur's wi fe , 
«"hich she obtained th rough au tomat ic wr i t 
ing or in a state of semi-trance. Pheneas 
claims to be an Arab ian who lived at XJr 
of the Chaldees before the t ime of A b r a h a m . 
Possibly this accounts for the fact tha t his 
Engl ish ne-i'cr rises above the level of the 
first r eader ; yet this seems improbable be
cause several o ther spirits who occasionally 
chime in speak in exact ly the same style. 
Tl ie messages of Pheneas offer hygienic ad-
\ ' l c e — " T a k e bismuth twice a d a y ; " a l lu r 
ing pictures of heaven as a quiet park- l ike 
p l a c e — " W e have got a most beau t i fu l—oh , 
beau t i fu l ! space of green grass, very open 
and l a rge , wlicre they have wonder fu l 
games, every g a m e , " where , best of a l l , 
" T h e r e will be n o motor cars or noise to 
disturb the wonder fu l b e a u t y ; " personal 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t — " Y o u have a grea t w o r k 
set apar t f o r you to d o ; it is a beaut i fu l 
work , an<I . . . you wi l l get grea t advance
ment in the other wor ld t h rough i t ; " praise 
of the m e d i u m — " S h e wi l l be wonde r fu l . 
She has God 's g rea t w o r k to d o ; " much 
ta lk of the immediate second coming of 
Chr i s t—to E n g l a n d , n a t u r a l l y — w h e n " the 
things which are done in God 's name which 
are cruel and wicked wi l l not be able to 
exist. Al l shams wi l l be swept a w a y by 
then, and only t ru th wi l l live . . . T h e r e 
will t>e a grea t change in the manne r of 
life in the w o r l d . . . People wi l l live 
fo r real things, not shams, f o r God and 
for their ne ighbors . " If these messages 
are ver idic . Sir A r t h u r a n d his w i f e must 
have come in touch wi th the most repetit ious 
bore that ever got into heaven by mistake. 
T h e idea of spending an e terni ty w i th 
Pheneas makes the t h o u g h t of annihi la t ion 
very sweet. 

V ^ 
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O n e migh t a lmost call th is vol

u m e a h i s to ry of the s low edu
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An Offer you can^t afford to miss! 
FOR a short time only, YOL" can L̂ ct 

the very latest Britannica in the 
p o p u l a r N E W F O R M for 

F A M I L Y USE, at a clear Saving of 
40%, as compared with the higher-
priced Cambridge Issue, and—in addi
tion—a Handsome Bookcase FRF,"E. 

This is the greatest monev-saving 
offer the Britannica Company has ever 
made. Think what it means to Y O l ' ! 

The Very Latest 

BRITANNICA 
in the 

NEW FORM for Family Use 
at a price which anyone can easily 
afford. This tremendous reduction in 
price is now possible because the N E W 
F O R M is printed from the same plates 
as the higher-priced Cambridge Issue; 
and the 12 volumes are bound as 16 
(2 vols, in 1 cover). 

The Britannica is the world's great
est source of knowledge. 

The W or Id's Highest Authority in 16 Compact 
Double J olumes. (32 volumes^ bound 2 in 1) 

Here, alone, can you have all the 
facts on every important subject known 
to mankind^—knowledge that you could 
never hope to learn and retain in a 
lifetime of study—yet instantly avail
able for use in any emergency. 

The wonderful story of today's op
portunities is told, not by those on the 
outside looking in, but by the very men 
and women who are remaking the 
world in which we are living. 

One Work You 
Really Must Have 
T h e very features which make this 

new Britannica so valuable to every « 
doctor, lawyer, student, scientist and 
business executive, also make it abso
lutely indispensable to Y O U . 

The amazing story of recent world-
progress is told by men and women 
who are themselves an integral part of 
that story. These famous men and 
women are pre-eminently fitted to give 
you a clear insight into the future. 

Order Your Set Now 
and Save 40% 

; H I S limited-time offer is YOU R 
r ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ opportunity to own the very 
^ ^ ^ = ^ ^ ^ latest Britannica, in the N E W 
F O R M for F A M I L Y USE, at a siceep-
ing reduction of 40% as compared with 
the higher-priced Cambridge Issue. I t is 
your opportunity to possess the genuine 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, recognized the 
world over as the highest authority on 
every subject of importance. This is an 
offer of tremendous importance to every 
man and woman in the world today who 
knows the value of accurate knowledge, 
and its vital need in this marvelous age of 
swift progress. 

This Is What You Get 
While this Special Offer lasts, you can get: 

I . The Complete new 13th Edition of 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, containing 
new facts, ideas and practical suggestions 
—information not elsewhere available. 

Z . You get it in the large-page, large-
type N E W F O R M for F A M I L Y USE 
(32 volumes bound as 16) with 33,000 

pages, written by 2,500 world authorities 
from 50 different countries. 

3 . You get Six Valuable Reading 
Courses, selected from the series known as 
the Britannica Home University, and— 

4> A Handsome Bookcase (value 
$25.00). in mahogany finish, with glass 
doors, F R E E with your set of the 
Britannica! 

The mass of human knowledge, to 
which new facts are being added every 
day, is so enormous that no one man can 
ever hope to compass half of it. Much of 
this vitally important information is not 

THERE are new marvels in the 
world today which, seen w îth 

inquiring eyes, can make or re-make 
your life. It is precisely because of 
this that every intelligent man and 
w^oman needs this new^ Britannica. 

o 
available at all outside of the Britannica, 
which puts it A L L at your service in
stantly. 

Never before, in all the history of pub
lishing, has a new edition of the Britan
nica in such a compact and convenient 
form been offered at such a low price! 
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FREE Bookle t * %^MjfJ%. A 
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sold. Soon this Extra Special Offer will 
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g l a d l y send you 
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ment. Tear out this 
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drop it in your near
est mail-box before 
the last collection to
night. 

WHY NOT GET YOUR SET NOW ? 
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have quoted from it again and again. But have you ever BOUGHT 
a set of your own? Why isn't this the time to do it? For an initial 
payment of only $5, the balance in convenient monthly amounts, you 
can have this newest Britannica delivered to your home immediately. 
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Putnam Books War—A Diagnosis 

Books of Special Interest 

ROOSEVELT'S HUNTING 
ADVENTURES IN 

THE WEST 
Hunting Trips of a Ranchman and 
The Wilderness Hunter in one vol-
une. An entertaining record of 
Roosevelt's more strenuous days. 

$2.50 

CERTAIN RICH MEN 
By Meade Minnigerode 

The furious din and tumult of 
money conflict in the New Yorlc of 
the 1870'5. $3.50 

LOUIS XVIII 
By J. Lucas-Dubreton 

The history of a pathetic French 
m:inarch. the last remnant of Bour
bon royalty. $3,50 

GALAPAGOS: 
World's End 

By William Beebe 

A new popular edition with the 
same text as the original and 
forty-eight .specially selected photo
graphs. Only $5.00 

WILHELM 
HOHENZOLLERN 

Ttie East of the Kaisers 
By Emil Ludwig 

"A dramatic biography so powerful 
seldom gets into print in any lan
guage."—.V<7;c York Times. 
Illustrated $5.00 

ROBESPIERRE 
By Hilaire Belloc 

A keen character analysis. Belloc 
concentrates on the «wn rather than 
the happenings through which he 
lived. $5.00 

For ^ale at all bookstores, or at the Putnam Store, 
2 West 45</> Street, just west of ith Aventtt 

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS 
New York London 

Write for Illustrated Catalog of 
Putnam Books for Fall 

T H E EVOLUTION OF WAR. A 
MARXL\N STUDY. By EM..\NUEL 
KANTER. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & 
Company. 19:7. $1. 

CAUSES OF WAR AND T H E NEW 
REVOLUTION. By T E L L A. TURNER. 

Boston: Marshall Jones Company. 1927. 
$ 2 . 

WAR—CAUSE AND CURE. (The Hand
book Series). By JULIA E. JOHNSEN. 
New York: H. W. Wilson Company. 
1926. $2 .40 . 

STATESMANSHIP OR WAR? By JOH.^ 
McAuLEY PALMER, Brigadier-General, 
U. S. A., Retired. New York: Double-
day, Page & Company. 1927. $2.50. 

Reviewed by JOHN BAKELESS 

.•\uthor of "The Origin of the Next W;ir" 

W HEN one considers their importance 
and the length of time the human race 

has been suffering because of its failure to 
eliminate them, the causes of war have been 
singularly little studied. Indeed, if we ex
cept the writings of G. Lowes Dickinson, 
Oscar Crosby, and a few others, there have 
been practically no books of genuine im
portance on what is, after all, the chief 
problem of the twentieth century. Such 
an opinion neglects, of course, the all-too-
plentiful maunderings of the professional 
pacifists; but as these are for the most part 
purely emotional efforts to deal with a prob
lem that prim.irily demands intellectual 
solution, what else can one do but neglect 
them.-

Nor do the three latest books on the 
causes of war offer very notable contribu
tions to the literature of this neglected sub
ject. The fieriest of the three is Emanuel 
Kanter's Marxian solution of the puzzle. 
It is all quite simple—Mr. Kanter turns 
you off a neat solution while you wait in 
precisely one hundred and twenty-three 
pages. War is due to Capitalism—with a 
big C, please; and it will be done away 
with by Conununism—which requires an 
even bigger C and, if possible, red ink. 
A solemn, discursive little book, with abun
dant allusion to primitive practices, Homer, 
cannibalism, American Indians, and in
numerable encyclopedia articles and books 
by other people. Prehistoric man's sup
posed habits, of course, offer convenient 
argument for almost anytliing, Ijecause no
body really knows much about them and 
our unfortunate ancestors are not here to 
defend themselves. 

.-* ^ 
Savages and barbarians, according to 

IVIr. Katiter, are on the whole peacable and 
well-disposed—one wonders, how he knows 
—and rarely undertake military operations 
more ambitious than raids to secure cap-
ti\'es for sacrifice or slaves. But you can't 
call that war. "The basis for the relative 
peacefulness of barbarians is found in the 
fact that private property in the means of 
production, as well as the division of society 
into warring classes, is nowhere fully de
veloped." Later on in the process of social 
evolution, "the State and the private own
ership of land usher in Civilization, the 
Society of War par e.xceUence." 

The last stage of all, which will assuredly 
end this sad eventful history, is Conununism 
—"and in such a society," says trustful Mr. 
Kanter, "War and Revolution will have 
become a social anachronism." This will 
be news to the Chinese associates of Mr. 
Borodin, who have lately been giving an 
exceedingly practical demonstration of a 
somewhat different doctrine. It will also 
be news to the Polish soldiers who only a 
few years ago watched the Communist 
armies sweep almost to the gates of War
saw, and who of late have anticipated the 
necessity of facing a war with the only 
organized Communist state! 

The most important part of Mr. Tell A. 
Turner's "Causes of War"—and that is 
not very important—consists of "brief 
narratives of the principal wars from the 
Spanish Armada, 1588, to the Treaties of 
Locarno, 1Q25." His lists of the causes of 
each conflict would be valuable if he had 
the least idea of the distinction between 
fundamental and merely precipitating causes, 
or any conception of documentation. "Causes 
of War" is a well-meant, futile little book, 
which ends with a solemn prophecy of "the 
momentous revolution that is now pending." 
Let nobody, however, get excited and look 
under the bed for a Bolshevik. This revo
lution will be merely a "war to end war." 
Somehow, that phrase seems familiar. 

Mr. Turner also observes that President 
Coolidge is neither a visionary nor an alartn-
ist—avhich nobody can deny. 

A refreshing contrast to this windy ideal
ism, and by far the best of the three books, 
is Miss Julia E. Johnsen's unpretentious 
and useful little compilation, "War—Cause 
and Cure," which is primarily intended as 
a guide to undergraduate debaters, but 
which is equally convenient for any one 
else interested in the subject. It brings 
together a mass of magazine articles, some 
of which, It least, are worth preserving; 
and it provides an extended bibliography of 
genuine value. 

Brigadier-General Palmer's "Statesman
ship or War" is a downright, soldierly book 
which deals neither in lofty generalizations 
nor in pious platitudes. General Palmer 
is concerned not with the causes of war 
but solely with the proper military policy 
for the defense of the United States, which 
he believes is to be found in a modification 
of the Swiss system of military training for 
every able-bodied male citizen. It is sur
prising to find a professional soldier ad
vocating reduction of the Regular Army; 
but then, (Jeneral Palmer is by no means 
an ortLnar)' soldier. 

He distiiguishes between offensive and 
defensive armaments, pointing out that the 
former foster war, whereas the latter pro
mote peace; but unhappily he fails to de
fine his terms; nor does he adequately 
explain • the obvious contradiction between 
his conception and the maxim that the best 
defense is an offensive. Presumably Gen
eral Palmer would retort that the ocean 
barriers to east and west of the United 
States make an ordinary American arma
ment defensive only, simply because there 
is no other country within reaching dis
tance. But, in spite of the traditional good 
feeling, which will in all probability endure 
forever, C.inada might not regard a great 
American ^.rmy—even a citizen army—with 
equanimity; and Mexico certainly would 
not. 

At any rate, General Palmer pins his 
faith to %vhat Washington describes as a 
"resjiectably defensive posture,"—a phrase 
which the Father of his Country encloses 
in quotation marks,—which would enable 
the Unhed States to defend its Continental 
posse.'isions, Panama, and Hawaii, without 
threatening other nations. The Regular 
Army woild then constitute simplv an ex
peditionary force, large enough for emer
gencies, but too small to alarm other 
nations, and it would also provide a staff 
and other necessary organizations. But 
whero\-er possible, General Palmer would 
leave trairing in the hands of the citizen-
officer, choosing hiu! carefullv and demand
ing a high standard of military attainment 
to avoid past disasters with militia. 

Sane and well-informed as most of Gen
eral Palmer's book is, it is a distinct shock 
to find him totally ignorant of the trans
formation which accepted views on respon
sibility foi- the World War have undergone 
in the las: few vears. 

The tact that his views on world politics 
are out of date is incidental, however, and 
does not i;nalidate his extremely intelligent 
ideas of American military policy. 

Russian Folk Lore 
KRYLOV'S FABLES. Translated into 

English -s erse by Sir Bernard Pares. 
Ha-couj-t, Brace & Co. 1927. $3. 

Revievved by PITIRIM i'OROKiN 
^ ^ 7 iJAT la Fontaine is in French, »-Esop 

' ' in Grecek, or the '-Pilgrim's Progress" 
in English, Krylov's Fables are in Russian. 
Pubii.slied between 1S09 and 1844, they 
at oi-.ce became classical in Russian litera
ture; passed into Russian proverbs; became 
a part of the Russian folklore; and are 
still as fresh and popular now as at the 
time of their publication. They are a con
centrated expression of the wit, and humor, 
and coimnon sense of the Russian nation. 
Like other classical fables, they are the 
most national in their character, and at the 
same time, quite cosmopolitan, equally com
prehensive for all nations and for all age-
groups. 

Sir Bernard Pares's translation has now 
made them accessible for English readers, 
and especially for English children. The 
translation itself is a real masterpiece. 
Krylov's adequate translation into a foreign 
lang-uage is almost impossible. And yet, 
the translator has succeeded in expressing in 
English Krylov's style, idioms, metre; in 
brief, he gave in English the real Krylov's 
Fables. Only the talent of the translator, 
and twenty years of work over the trans
lation can explain such an artistic achieve
ment. 

Pirandello Plays 
"EACH IN HIS OWN WAY" AND TWO 

OTHER PLAYS. By Luici PIR. \N-
PELLO. , Translated by ARTHUR LIV-

i.N'GSTON. New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co. 1927. $2. 

Reviewed by CLEVELAND B . CHASE 

IT is doubtful whether the publication of 
translations of three more of Pirandello's 

plavs will add greatly to his reputation in 
this country. Not that the plays are not up 
to his standard—quite to the contrary. But 
they impress us anew with the fact that he 
is a dramatist with such an idee fixe that 
he seems to have reduced play writing to a 
formula. Each of his plays is only an at
tempt to pound in with new evidence his 
not so original conviction that all reality 
is fictitious, and that human beings don't 
act, or rather, react logically. To quote 
Mr. Livingston's prefatory note, "St-rip-
ping reality of the attributes that make it 
seem to us most real, reducing personality 
to a fleeting, changing moment, identifying 
illusion with reality and vice versa . . . 
Pirandello makes people over into some
thing like ghosts . . . We experience a 
certain bewilderment, a certain tense strain, 
a 'torment of the spirit' . . . This mood 
. . . is the essence of his art." 

Pirandello has taken a leaf from the hu
morists' manual, and has applied the reduc-
tio ad absurdum to logical theories about 
life. The resultant discrepancies, however, 
he takes with the utmost seriousness. Writ
ers from the days of the Greeks to those of 
our own Will Rogers have remarked the 
contrary unwillingness of human beings to 
be logical. In "Candide" Voltaire sketched 
the subject with unsurpassed wit and pene
tration. But Pirandello must needs get up
set about it. With Latin volubility he 
shakes us by the shoulders and shouts, 
"Look here! Things aren't what they 
seem!" To which it has ever been the cus
tom of the world to reply, "But, of course, 
thev never were." 

His is an amusing point of view, but he 
varies the formula too little. His plays are 
nothing but comments on life, and his com
ment is essentially the same, whatever the 
immediate point under discussion. An in
telligent person will get him the first or, 
at any rate, the second time. After that 
his repetition of the theme gets dull. And 
the unintelligent reader—or listener— 
w-on't ever discover what he is driving at, 
anyhow. 

Of the three plays here translated, "Each 
in His Own Way," an example of Piran
dello's method at its best, suggests the man
ner of the author's first Broadway success, 
"Six Characters in Search of an Author." 
If the latter may be said to be the drama 
of writing a play, the former is the drama 
of the presentation of a play. "The Pleas
ure of Honesty" is an involved affair which 
seeks vaguely and vainly for some working 
definition of honesty. "Naked," the last of 
the three, failed when it was produced in 
New York last autumn. It takes up th" 
question of the wrong man does ivoman by 
Idealizing her. 

Ancient Towns 
VANISHED CITIES OF NORTHERN 

AFRICA. By MRS. STEUART ERSKINE 

and M A J O R BEN-roN FLETCHER. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Co. 1927. $6. 

THIS is a book for the special reatfer 
rather than the general public. It is 

written for the student of antiquity and arch-
a-ology, for the reader who prefers his fire
side travel to be touched with the authen-
ticltv of historical data rather than the en
thusiasm of a fired imagination. For a 
popular travel book, its minute searchlngs 
make for monotonous reading. It suffers 
too much from the dust of class room style 
and has not enough of the burning, pic
turesque sands of the desert. On the other 
hand, for those who w-ould like nothing 
better than to go with pick and shovel 
along the northern strip of the Dark Conti
nent, eyes ever on the alert for footprints 
of those Roman conquerors whose lives are 
so inextricably bound up with the misfor
tunes of the ancient cities of the North 
African coast, there is much interesting in
formation presented in a straightforvi-ard 
and orderly manner. The book abounds 
in dates, names of battles, and famous 
Roman, Carthao-inian, and Arab solders. In 
addition one will find a veritable catalogue 
of museums and ruins where may be 
examined everything of importance bearing 
upon the heyday of the vanished cities of 
Northern Africa. 
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