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Putnam Books 
Books of Special Interest 

ROBESPIERRE 
By Hilaire Bella c 

A keen character analysis. Belloc 
concentrates on the man rather than 
the happenings through which he 
lived. $5.00 

Talleyrand 
By Anna Bowman Dodd 

The life of a suave and elegant 
diplomat who survived six changes 
in government. Illustrated, $5.00 

LOUIS XVIU 
By J. Lucas-Dubreton 

The history of a pathetic French 
monarch, the last remnant of Bour­
bon royalty. $3.50 

Camels! 
By Dan Streeter 

This light-hearted nomad cameleers 
his way through the Fung Province 
of Africa to Abyssinia and here re­
counts his amazing adventures. 

Illustrated, $2.50 

CERTAIN RICH MEN 
By Meade Minnnigerode 

The furious din and tumult of money 
conflict in the New York of the 1870's. 
Gold, bankruptcy, railroads and 
stocks play as frantic a part in thit 
story as steamships, Wall Street and 
bonds. $3.50 

GALAPAGOS: 
World's End 

By William Beebe 

A new popular edition with the 
same text as the original and 
forty-eight specially selected photo­
graphs. Only $5.00 

For sate at all bookstores, or at the Putnam Store 
2 West 45«A Street, just west of 5th Avenue 

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS 
New York London 

IPrite for Illustrated Catalog of 
Putnam Books for Fall 

Education and the Future 
EDUCATION FOR A CHANGINGG CIV­

ILIZATION. By WILLIAM HEARD 
KiLPATRiCK. New York; The Macmll-
lan Co. $1. 

Reviewed by I. L. KAN DEL 
I'L-achcTS ColU't̂ c 

T "J NREST in education is no new theme, 
^-^ but at no period has it been so wide­
spread and universal as in the last decade. 
Everywhere the chief preoccupation is with 
the reform of content and methods of in­
struction. Outside of the United States 
there is the additional complication that 
arises out of the new attempts to evolve 
systems of educational organization that 
are more consistent with the demands of 
democracies. In general the unrest is 
caused by a recognition that much that was 
taught whether in the elementary or sec­
ondary schools failed to carry over into 
life activities, that education in general had 
become encrusted with tradition and for­
malism, and with content that had lost its 
meaning for modern societies. The key­
note of the new movements is a desire to 
cultivate personality through content that 
has at once meaning for the individual and 
value for social progress. So stated the 
problem seems apparently simple and the 
very simplicity of statement has elicited 
greater interest among parents and laymen 
than educational questions have done hith­
erto. It is only as one examines the pro­
fessional proposals for reform that revolve 
around this central aim and that are ap­
pearing in almost every important language 
of the civilized world, that one realizes 
the essential difficulties involved in the 
problem. 

Professor Kilpatrick presents in the first 
two of his three lectures on "Education for 
a Changing Civilization" an excellent and 
clear statement of the problems that con­
front education and society today. Start­
ing with the thesis that the chief character­
istic of the present age is rapid change due 
to the rapid development of science and 
the changed mental attitude consequent 
thereon, to industrialization, and to democ­
racy, he draws attention to the intellectual, 
moral, and social " lag" between the school 
and society as it is coming to be. Authori­
tarianism, while declining to some extent 
in the intellectual field, still dominates the 
religious, moral, social, legal, and political 
outlook. While a critical attitude and 
tested thought characterize modern science 
they do not carry over into other activities 
of life. The task of education is to de­
velop a new freedom which asks why and 
demands an answer before it accepts. The 
tempo of modem life is rapid, old solutions 
will not satisfy, and the new generation is 
facing an unknown future, for which youth 
should be prepared. The cultivation of 
dynamic personality able to face new prob­
lems and situations is, then, the problem, or, 
in Professor Kilpatrick's words, "Our prob­
lem then would seem to be to help our 
young people make the shift from external 
authority to internal authority." 

The solution of this problem lies in a 
close approximation between education and 
its processes to immediate life and its edu­
cational processes. In other words, the con­
tent of the school must have meaning for 
the pupil and be of value for life in so­
ciety, while the methods must follow the 
methods common in life outside of the 
school. The separation between education 
and life resulted in formalism, conserva­
tism, and neglect of the individual, and 
the establishment of a purely literary and 
bookish ideal of education. "Only as the 
school is placed on a basis of actual living 
can certain necessary social-moral habits and 
attitudes be built, certain necessary methods 
of attack upon problems and enterprises 
be developed." The purpose of education 
from this point of view is, then, to develop 
a critical attitude, a scientific habit of mind, 
ability to judge and open-mindedness, 
breadth of view and readiness to cooperate 
in the interest of social progress and well-
being even at the risk of questioning the 
validity of existing institutions. 

Up to this point no one who holds a 
rational conception of liberal education 
would differ from Professor Kilpatrick's 
main thesis. It may be objected that he 
does not state how many pupils could profit 
by such an education and takes no account 
of the contributions of the psychologists on 
individual differences. One may question 
both the economy and validity of "the in­
ternal authority of how it works when 
tried" in any type of activity, without 
pointing to crime statistics and moral stand­

ards due to some extent to the eliminatioin 
of external authority m our education, 
while still another criticism may be found 
iin the still inadequate knowledge of the 
factors that make for progress. Yet in the 
main his thesis on the aims of modeni edti-
cation may be accepted -ivithout following-
Professor Kilpatrick in all his implications. 

The third lecture, in which these impli­
cations are worked out, is, as the author 
admits, the most controversial. Here Pro­
fessor Kilpatrick develops his ideas on cur­
riculum and method. Taking as his point 
of departure the necessity of preparing the 
younger generation to face an unknown 
future and to be prepared to meet unsolved 
social problems, he is prepared to discard 
"for most pupils" Latin as well as Greek, 
mathematics, buch of present history study 
and modern foreign languages, while "Eng­
lish and the sciences need remaking from 
within rather than rejection." He leaves, 
then, for major consideration the study of 
social problems. This is a serious indict­
ment of current practices, all the more 
serious because it finds wide acceptance 
among educators. And yet it may be se­
riously questioned whether the indictment 
can ever be against subjects as such. Those 
who criticize subjects because of their 
failure to achieve anything, fail always to 
take into account what is today a far more 
serious indictment of our systems of edu­
cation, and that is the large number of 
teachers who are either inadequately pre­
pared in, or entirely unfamiliar with, sub­
jects that they profess to teach. Before 
subjects can be discarded, it would be well 
to discover what can be done with good 
teaching; otherwise the time will not be 
distant when "social studies," too, will 
follow the rest into the discard. Assuming, 
however, that Professor Kilpatrick's con­
tention is sound, can the unknown future be 
anticipated, can the future social problems 
be foreseen? Attempts to discover lines of 
future interest have been made, as, for 
example, in the sciences. Newspapers and 
magazines were analyzed to discover the 
major scientific trends of the day; ten years 
later it was found that the emphases had 
shifted. The same would no doubt be true 
in any field. It would be unjust to Pro­
fessor Kilpatrick, however, to leave the 
impression that he wishes to discard every­
thing that has come from the past. "Many 
old demands remain substantially unaltered." 
"Accordingly, to such of the older limited 
stock of precise subject-matter as should 
survive from this generation to the next, 
there must be added certain more generalized 
methods and attitudes of attack that espe­
cially fit for meeting novel situations." 

Knowledge of what has been done and 
said in the past is still essential, and with­
out knoivledge new methods of attack can­
not be developed. It is highly problemati­
cal, however, whether teachers can go be­
yond this, whether education can undertake 
more than transmission of the inheritance 
of the race and adjustment to the present 
through content that has meaning and by 
new methods that would be valid in new 
situations. Granted that "we face as never 
before an unknown shifting future," how 
can "children learn to adapt themselves to 
a situation which we, as teachers, can only 
partially foresee"? Dealing with similar 
proposals for an education in civic and 
social preparedness Walter Lippmann in 
"The Phantom Public" offers a criticism 
and suggestion that apply in the present in­
stance. "If the schools attempt to teach 
children how to solve the problems of the 
day, they are bound always to be in arrears. 
The most they can conceivably attempt is 
the teaching of patterns of thought and 
feeling which will enable the citizen to 
approach a new problem in some useful 
fashion." And again, "No scheme of edu­
cation can equip him (the citizen) in ad­
vance for all the problems of mankind; no 
device of publicity, no machinery of en­
lightenment, can endow him during a crisis 
with the antecedent detailed and technical 
knowledge which is required for executive 
action." 

How great is the difficulty of anticipating 
the educational demands of a "shifting fu­
ture" can best be realized by a comparison 
of the varied "job analyses" and enumera­
tion of objectives for adult life. The 
criticisms offered of the solution proposed 
by Professor Kilpatrick do not affect the 
value of his analysis of the present educa­
tional situation. Indeed, Professor Kil­
patrick does not claim to legislate; he 
recognizes, as has been long recognized in 
England and is today in a new sense recog­
nized in Germany, that the ultimate solution 
of the educational problem aaa only be 

found in a well-prepared teacher enjoying 
a freedom that is limited only by sound 
professional knowledge and insight. Such a 
condition is still remote and especially in 
the United States, where the chief danger 
lies not in inadequacy of theory, solutions, 
and panaceas, but in preaching the phil­
osophy of freedom for the pupil and in 
denying it for the teacher by a welter of 
courses of study, textbooks, supervisors, and 
experts. The older theory lent itself to 
such a hierarchy of controls. If Professor 
Kilpatrick's general survey has any value, 
it lies in directing attention to the incom­
patibility between new theories of educa­
tion and old systems of organization. 

How difficult is the task of reform is well 
illustrated in Miss Josephine Chase's "New 
York at School," whose publication was 
made possible by the Public Education Asso­
ciation. The volume does not attempt to 
do more than present a descriptive account 
of the public educational system of New 
York City. The task is well performed and 
one cannot read it without realizing the 
immensity of the educational problem that 
confronts New York. Obviously the 
danger lies in the development of a vast 
machine. While schools have been set aside 
for various experiments, New York City is 
still far from encouraging that variety and 
freedom that is found in the educational 
system of the London County Council. It 
is unnecessary, however, since the volume 
does not invite it, to enter into any con­
siderations of the quality of education 
offered in New York, the size of buildings, 
the inbreeding of teachers, and other ques­
tions. As a survey of the fabric of the 
educational system "New York at School" 
is a valuable contribution for giving the 
parents and taxpayers an intelligent insight 
into the largest educational enterprise in 
the world. 

How Names Arise 
SURNAMES. By ERNEST W E E K L E Y . Dut-

ton. 1927. $2.50. 
T T was an excellent idea to reprint, after a 
-'- decade, this book whose earlier editions 
must have received little attention in the 
war years. This is a sort of by-product of 
Mr. Weekley's resources toward a dictionary 
of English surnames, whose completion, he 
confesses in his introduction (dated 1916), 
continually recedes into the future. Mean­
while some six thousand English names 
and their derivations, with some hundreds in 
French and German, are here listed. It is 
a book to be kept and nibbled at, from 
time to time, with that curious sort of pleas­
ure which some people derive from brows­
ing in "Who's Who" or the dictionary. 

"The Study of Surnames," Mr. Weekley 
observes, "may be regarded as a harmless 
pastime or as a branch of learning. As a 
pastime it is as innocent as stamp collecting, 
and possibly as intellectual. As a branch of 
learning it is an inexhaustible, and hitherto 
practically unworked, branch of philologi­
cal knowledge. A complete dictionary of 
English surnames would not only form a 
valuable supplement to the 'New English 
Dictionary,' but would in great measure 
revolutionize its chronology." Again and 
again he cites occupative names (all sur­
names, one learns, are derived from bap­
tismal names, locality, or occupations, or 
are nicknames) appearing on medieval rolls 
a century or two before there is any trace 
in the language records of the nouns and 
verbs of which they are composed. 

There are a good many surprises for the 
lay reader in this volume. The older a 
name is the more likely it is to have been 
corrupted and abbreviated "to a cacophon­
ous monosyllable distinguished by great 
economy of vowels." So, says Mr. Week-
ley, Germans named Bugge, Bopp, Dietz, 
Dankl, and Kluck" have as much right to 
look down on most of their polysyllabic 
neighbors as our own Bugg, Bubb, etc., on 
such upstarts as Napier, Pomeroy, Percy, and 
Somerset." Names that sound alike have 
been assimilated, so that Mr. Smith's an­
cestor who, some time between the beginning 
of the Crusades and the Renaissance be­
stowed his personal cognomen as a legacy 
to his descendants, may have been a black­
smith, or have lived on a "smeeth" or plain, 
or have been a "smethe," i.e., smooth or 
slippery, person. Medieval names were 
extraordinary and not always compli­
mentary—e.g. William Thynnewyt and 
Ralph Badintheheved; no doubt most of us 
are lucky if we are unable to trace our 
ascent. 

On the other hand, some names have kept 
their early form with little or no change; 
one is grateful to Mr. Weekley for remind­
ing us that the name of that tough person, 
the present (at this moment of writing) 
Premier of France, means exactly what it 
seems to mean. "Raymond Squarefist"— 
it sounds like the First Crusade, 
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cK Selected Mst of SlVeiv ^ooks ^hat c5^re thoroughly Entertaining and Q)ecicledly HiDorth ^hile 

By the Author of "WILD GEESE" and "THE DARK D A W N " ^ 

THE MAD CAREWS 
By Martha Ostenso 

"About 'The Mad Carcws' there lingers the atmosphere of a pagan summer day awaiting 
the onset of an electric storm. In prose that bursts into passages of wild beauty the author 
dramatizes each and every member of the Carew family."—Nnv York Times. $2.50 

A VAGABOND IN FIJI 
By H a r r y L. Foster 

The fiercely joyous adventures of this well-known travel author, who went 
through Samoa, the Tongas and the Fijis in search of cannibals. The 
story is told with the same humor and vividness which have distinguished 
the author's earlier travel narratives. Richly amusing. Illustrated. $3.00 

THE INN OF 
THE HAWK 
AND RAVEN 

By George B a r r McCutcheon 

A nevp tale of Old Graustark in 
which the daughter of a robber 
chieftain marries a colonel of the 
Dragoons. $2.00 

THE CAT'S 
EYE 

By R. Austin Freeman 

Another mystery story featuring the 
celebrated Dr. Thorndike, whom 
many critics consider the foremost 
detective created since Sherlock 
Holmes. The plot centers around 
the exciting search for a cat's-eye 
jewel. $2.00 

THE B ARBURY 
WITCH 

By Anthony Richardson 

"A powerful novel, written with 
great sensitiveness. The sinister, 
selfish Mrs. de Fevel will haunt the 
reader long after the book has been 
finished."—The Bookman, London. 

$2.50 

THE 
THUNDERER 

By E. Barrington 

Author of "The Divine Lady," 
"Glorious Apollo," etc. 

A story of the passionate love of 
Napoleon for Josephine, which is 
proving the most popular of E. Bar-
rington's many successful books. Il­
lustrated. $2.50 

LINCOLN 
AND THE 

RAILROADS 
By John W. Starr, Jr. 

A colorful study of the Great 
Emancipator and war-time Presi­
dent in, an entirely new light—as a 
railroad attorney and traveler. The 
book includes ten hitherto unpub­
lished writings of Lincoln. $3.00 

Limited edition, with rare 
illustrations, $10.00 

DECORATIVE 
MOTIVES OF 

ORIENTAL ART 
By Katherine M. Ball 

A thorough interpretation of the art 
motives that enrich the art of the 
Orient. The magnificent collection 
of 673 illustrations makes the book 
of especial value and interest. 

$15.00 

THE LIFE 
OF THE 

WHITE ANT 
By Maurice Maeterlinck 

A delightful companion book to 
''The Life of the Bee," dealing with 
the remarkable social life of the 
"white ants," interwoven with 
which is a profound and moving 
philosophy of human life. $2.50 

DOMESTIC 
MANNERS 

OF THE 

AMERICANS 
By Frances Trollope 

A frank, first-hand observation of 
American life in the middle-west 
about a century ago. An important 
re-issue of a famous piece of Amer­
icana. $4.00 

WATERWAYS 
OF WESTWARD 
WANDERING 

By Lewis R. Freeman 

The author, who "collects" rivers 
as most people collect furniture or 
firearms, or first editions, here re­
counts his experiences on three of 
America's great streams. This is a 
sporting and adventurous chronicle 
of outboard motor trips down the 
Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri. 
Illustrated. $3.50 

YE GODS AND 
LITTLE FISHES 

By Eugene Slocutn 

"Perfectly corking fish book. I 
swallowed it hook, line and sinker. 
The chapter on breeding habits of 
trout should become a classic." 
—George A. Dorsey. Illustrated. 

$2.50 

\ 

THE KINGDOM 
OF 

THEOPHILUS 
By William J. Locke 

Author of "Perella." "The Beloved 
Vagabond," etc. 

The story of Theophilus Bird, who 

owned health and wealth but came 

near to failure in his search for 

happiness. A good story told in 

Locke's best manner, $2.50 

DANGEROUS 
BUSINESS 
By Edwin Balmer 

Is it dangerous to mix business and 

social friendship? A fast-moving 

novel of men and women caught in 

the craze of entertaining for business 

—a story rushing to a tremendous 

climax. $2.00 

HUBBLE^BUBBLE 
By Margaret Bell 

This unusual novel takes us into the 

whirl of social life in Washington 

with its endless social formalities, the 

hubble-bubble of Washington society 

life. $2.50 

KONG 
By Harold Kingsley 

Here is a tale which in its cruelty, its 

passion and its sensuous beauty holds 

all the gorgeous East in fee. I t is 

the story of Kong, rover pirate and 

the lovely Ker-A, his golden mouse. 

$2.50 

EUGENICS AND OTHER EVILS 
By Q, K, Chesterton 

A diverting and stimulating discussion of contemporary tendencies, their origins and 
aims. Typically Chesterton, alert, paradoxical, stimulating, provocative—a book thor­
oughly amusing and decidedly worth while. $2.50 

ANATOLE FRANCE THE PARISIAN 
By Herbert L« Stewart 

A full-length portrait of Anatole France—a total analysis of a brilliant and influential per­
sonality, set against the background of the city in which he lived. The book is not only i 
biography but it gives also a detailed picture of the stirring political events which determined 
to a large degree the subjects and the character of Anatole France's fiction. $3.00 

I Watch for "REBELLION" the PRIZE NOVEL, Ready November 12 
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