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The New Books

The hooks listed by title only in the classified list below are noted here as
received. Many of them will be reviewed later.

Art
PENCIL DRAWINGS BY  WILLIAM
BLAKE. Chosen by GROFFREY KEYNES,
New York: Random House, 192-. $12.
Here are seventv-five reproductions in
collotvpe of Blake drawings chosen and
anuenated by Geoffrev Keynes.  Most of
the <lrawings have been taken from various
pubtic and private collections, and have been
hitherro known to but few., The collotype

provess nsures an alinost exacr facsimile of

pencildeawings, The  book  Thas been
exquisitely printed in London at the None-
such Press and has been imported by Ran-
dom House at 20 East Fiftv-seventh Streer,
the Ninerican selling agent for the Nonesuch
Press Timited editions. Six hundred copies
ot this demy quarte bhave been allotted
A

comniemoration  two  other beautifel  and

ica. This wvear of Blake centena

meercsting Blake frems are avattable froin
the Nonesuch Press, namelv Mona Wilsoo's
“The Life of Blake” ut cighteen dollars,
and the Unlimited Centenary Edition of
the Complete Prose and Poctry of Willinn
Blak2” first printing two thousand copics,
at five dotlars. “The Complere Prose and
Poerrv? is all i one volume, The Faglish
edition Is in a particularly attractive flexible
red binding.  The Rardom House bindine
of the American cdition is blue buards, but
the appearance s very neat. In the much
larger book of drawings the subjects vary
from Blake's frst sketch for “Glad Day»
to the latest of his “Visionary Heads” and
the sketclies for “Hlustrarions of the Book
of Job? This is a truly splendid item for
Blake collectors. It is one of the finest
Nonasuch Press boaks that we have seen,

Gormie ARCHITEC U RS 1N BNoiasp o aNDp
Fraxce, By G0 20 W blascourn, Brace,
34

Biagraphy

THE RELATION OF THOMAS JEF-
FERSON TO AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY, 1:83-1793. By WirLiam
Kirg Woorrry, Iehns Hopkins Press
1927,

This 1s a good piece of spade-work in
historical scholarship. It treats, mostly by
original research, of Thomas Jefferson’s
contact with the practical problems of
American foreign policy after 1:83, in his
capacitv of Minister to France and subse-
quently as Secretary of State under Presi-
dent Washington.  The authoy expounds
these problems, cites Mr. Jeflerson’s views
of them and his method of intellectual ap-
proach, and shows by wav of conclusion
that his line of direction was, without anv
important exception, the one finally fol-
lowed by the United States Government,

AN AMERICAN SOLDIER AND DIPLO-
MAT, HORACE PORTER. By Eusie
PorrEr MENDE, in collaboration with
HrNrRY GREENLEAF PrEsrsoN.  Stokes.
1927, $5.

Although written by a duughter of the
man whose life it details, this blography
is an objective presentation, informmative and
entertaining.  Just what part the collabora-
tor plaved in its writing cannot be stated
nor does it matter.  Anyv restraining in-
fluence he may have exercised has been so
wisely emploved that the chapters retain «
glow of virality not alwavs found in formal
biography. Porter was born in the vear in
which Queen Victoria came to the throne
and he died in the vear of the inauguration
of President Harding. His father was a
Governor of Pennsylvania and he himself,
after service in the Civil War in which he
finished as a member of Grant's staff, be-
came one of Grant’s secretaries at the
White House and, under McKinley, Am-
bassador to France.

The book is liberaliy sprinkled with
letters, some of which, like those written
from Paris just preceding our war with
Svain, are of historical value. It has also
its colorful scenes, such as that of the mar-
riage of Queen Wilhelmina and receptions
by the Kaiser and the Czar. Anecdotes are
not plentiful, but those which are included
are well worth the space. The book gives
a charming picture of a man who was a
good soldier, an able diplomat, and a rare
gentleman,

TWELFTH CENTURY CHARACTERS
AND CHARACTERISTICS. By MARTHA
J. Ross TeeL. Four Seas. 1927, $3.
Obviously the author of this slight volume

was possessed in making it by a laudable

enthusiasm for the twelfth century and by

a commendable patience in collecting the
cight hundred pages of notes which she
admits excerpting from sources ranging all
the way from “Britannica, goth and urth
editions,” to “Harvard Studies in Classical
Philoloev: Charles H. Haskins” (sic). Bur

unfortunately her enthusiasm and patience

were unmarched by any competence for the
tisk <he set herself. Without grasp or per-
seetive, wirh no ability to characterize or

Hieerprer or, for thar mater, even to nar-
pitee cotenees as faulty in construction as

coundiztineuished nodiction occur on

GOt CVerY —he bas wiclded  her

Dad
-~ jumbling to-

Levant details,

aece edamenta and copaous direct quota-
wor unented sovces A this
bernuse Lier book

cined Trore the caoravawant claims made

nll o cenl need by providing

thositive aceount of the

IRRERRN

and Tiws of suen et sad women as

st Bernard, Eleanor of Aquitaine, Henry
11 of Eugland, ond Roger 1 oof swily. In

the present instance, however, the desiee to
write such a book has patherically outstripped
the cavacity to do sl

Drama
AN INTRODUCTION T DRAMA, By

Jay B. HueserL and Joun O. Beary,

Maemillan, 1927, $3.30.

Professors Hubbell and Beaty have ac-
complished as well as could be expected the
clearly fmpossible task of compressing into
one volume a history of Furopean drama
from the beginning to the present time,
illustrated by the texts of :vpical plays.
This buok s not Bikely to be of much value
for college courss in the drama, but 1t may
prove useful in general survev courses, For
the ueeds of the larter ir might better have
suck o the Enelish dvarie. Ts v, for in-
stance, worth whilte 1o wilre 4 chapter on
SThe Classic Drong of  Franee™ and in-
clude, to represent it only Lo Tartaffe”?
Surely if bur one plav could be given, it
hould have been one of Racine’s. We have
i Eoelish plensy of comedies that illus-
trate the Molis tvpe, but nothing like
“Phedre™  The anthologist must not be
censured for failling to please every taste,
ver  Farquhar’s ©The Beaux’ Stratagem”
strikes one as an odd chalee o exemplify
“T'he Drama of rhe Restoration.”

Goldstith’s “She Stoops to Conquer”
might well have been omitted in favor of
more adequate lustration of the FEliza-
bethan drama (“Dr. Faustus,” “Volpone,”
and “Philaster™), or “The Drama of the
Nineteenth Centurv” which offers merely
“Tolanthe.”  Nor does the inclusion of plays
by Alice Gerstenberg, Susan Glaspell, and
Harold Williamson seem justified in a vol-
ame that leaves out any play by JEschylus,
Euripides, Terence, Corneille, Racine, Con-
greve, Wrycherlev, Augier, Strindberg, or
Galsworthy, or by anv Spanish dramatist—
from Calderon to Benavente,——or by any
Italian or German dramatist, with the sole
~xeeption of Hauptmann,

Perhaps these comments are too finical.
No one could posibly do what the authors
of this book have tried to do. Yet probably
no one would come nearer achieving it than
they have done.

SATURDAY’S CHILDREN. By Maxwell Anderson.
Longmans, Green. $:.

Picrwick., By Cosmio Hamilton and Frank C.
Reillv. Putnam. $2.

. e
Fiction
CRIMSONED MILLIONS. By Jou~y Wir-

LouGHBY. Clode. 1927, %2,

Two murders, first that of a young
millionairess, then that of her friend and
physician, occurring in peaceful Captain’s
Haven, Long Island, arouse the police of
the district to the utmost activity. A secret
service man, working as spy against a
dangerous gang of bootleggers, is falsely
accused of the crimes, and escapes arrest by
fleeing to New York. Here he secures the
aid of Detective-Captain  Viggiano who,
zoing at once to the scene of the homicides,
takes charge of the investigation in masterly
stvle,  The plot, from that point on, is
most claborately constructed, its main factors
being an eminent explorer, a retired district
attorney, underworld thugs, forged wills,
and a third murder. The tale is one of the
kind which gradually gives away just
cnough of its mysterious inside stuff to keep
the reader avid for more.

{Continued on next page)

Finest Poole

Author of “The Harbor” and the
Pulitzer Prize winner, “His Family,”
has written a dramatic international
romance of contemporary France and
Amerieca in his new novel —

SILENT
STORMS

BARRY MCCLURG —self-
made, expansive, sure-
footed Wall street banker
—married Marie Made-
leine of Gramier, a fasci-
nating daughter of France,
only to discover that he
had married a lot of for-
eign problems as well as
domestic ones. How he
faces them and solves them in his own quiet,
direct way is the theme of this story, which
moves always against the storm-clouded hori-
zon of post-war France and America. Barry
McClurg remains throughout one of Ernest
Poole’s most human creations, whom every
man of substantial affairs will want to know.

HE aftermath of the

war transplanted Marie
Madeleine, frail flower of
France, into the surging
social order of an expand-
ing, virile America. Secure
in old beliefs, protected
always by ancient tradi-
tions, she wants more than
anything else security —
and finds it Barry McClurg’s love until . ..
Her story is a story of the inevitable clash
between two temperaments, two civilizations,
two incompatible worlds. It will grip every
woman who must share her husband with
Big Business.

SILENT
STORMS

At Your Bookstore Now $2.50

The Macmillan Co.
New York City
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“JULIAN GREEN is
going to be one of the greatest
living French writers. His
novels in less than a year have
made of him the foremost
French novelist of the younger
generation,” said Bernard
Fay in The Saturday Review
of Literature, writing about
the author of

AVARICE HOUSE

J ULIAN GREEN

is an American, born in
France, with a family back-
ground in Virginia. He has
stirred the French literary
world with his first novel—a
stark story of three women in
an old Virginia house—writ-
ten in French.

LE FIGARO says:
“We should be much aston-
ished if the young author of
‘Avarice House’ did not estab-
lish himself before long as
one of the best novelists of
his generation.”

On Sale at All Bookstores

HARPER & BROTHERS

offerings "’

¢ A Notable BooK ! —New York Times
jt is a Wallop ¥ _Harry Hansen

‘‘Has no equal in the season’s
—Wm. Allen White

‘‘Would be hard to overestimate
‘the vividness and power of this
extraordinary book" —H. L. Mencken

Illustrations by William Gropper
At all bookstores $2.50

The New Books

Fiction
(Continued from preceding page)

A BACKWOODS PRINCESS. By Hutl-
BERT FOOTNER. Doran. 1g927. $2.
Hector Blackburn was the last of the

powerful free traders to hold sway in the

Canadian Northwest, and when sudden

death claimed him, his vast holdings fell

into the unprotected hands of Loseis, his

eighteen~year-old daughter. His enemy, a

villainous rival trader, hastens to the dead

Blackburn’s post where, under pretense of

befriending the girl, he attempts to seize

control of the whole works. But his base
designs are balked by Loseis and her sweet-
heart, a young government geologist. ‘The
action is of the stand-up, give-and-take,

nothing-barred ' variety, one side gaining a

little ground, only to lose it again to the

other, and for such as the tale professes to
be, it should pass muster,

THE VENETIAN KEY. By Arren Up-
waRD. Lippincott. 1927. $2.

On the strength of his performance here
recorded, Sir Frank Tarleton, an official
British authority on poisons, does not seem
qualified to rank with the leading crime
specialists of contemporary fiction. He
here pursues an infinitely complicated,
heavily masked investigation into the death
of a dishonest nobleman, who has been
murdered in the strong-room of his home
by poisoned needles fired from a spring
gun. The motive clearly suggested by the
evidence is revenge, so Tarleton begins
digging into the victim’s disreputable past,
meanwhile keeping up a pretense of
amicable relations with the unsuspicious
murderer, and finally, out of pity, per-
mitting the latter to go free. Tarleton had
better brighten up his future activities con-
siderably, if he hopes to retain the interest
and esteem of his followers.

WOLF SONG. By HArRVEY FERGUSSON.

Knopf. 1927. $2.50.

This book is not for the reader who likes
to have a story deal with people that “one
would like to meet.” It is an unshaven,
hairy novel giving off an atmosphere of
sweat and stale whiskey. Mr. Fergusson
(remembered favorably for his “Hot Sat-
urday”) presents to us New Mexico of the
bad old days of the 1840, and through
our acquaintance with Sam Lash we learn
of the lives, thoughts, and bestialities of
the trappers from the mountains, of their
fights with the despised greasers on pe-

CIRCUS
PARA/;E .
8Y:2. ;
Jim
- TuLLY

Author of

‘‘Beggars of Life"
and ‘*Jarnegan?’®

Albert & Charles Boni, 66 Fifth Ave,,N.Y.

riodical tyips to the outlying towns for
“white liquor and brown women.” The
slight narrative (with not enough mo-
mentum to keep the novel on a steady
march) tells brokenly of the animal at-
raction between this Lash and Lola Salazar,
sheltered daughter of Spanish wealth and
aristocracy. The book will probably stand
or fall in the eyes of each reader by its re-
creation of carly American manners and
morals, as well as by its descriptions of
the mountain country. As a whole, “Wolf
Song” is alive without being significant,
and colorful without having a pattern.
Undeniably there is character and observa-
tion. But we feel a lack of climax and
of restraint. In most cases, we fear, the
novel will be read with interest, but looked
back upon with disappointment.

International

Tue BreakpowN oF SociavLism. By d-riur
Shadweli. Little, Brown. $31 net.

BorsuevisM, Fascism, anp Dexocracy. By
Francisco Nitzi. ‘Translated and revised by
Margaret M. Green. Macmillan. §2.735.

Some WorLp ProBrLEms. By Arthur F. Win-
nington Ingram. Longmans, Green. $1.60.

Socia CurreNTs IN Jaran. Py Harry Einer-
son Wildes. University of Chicago Press. $3.

SevrF-LEGisLaTeEp OBrigations. By Jokn Gricr
Hibben. Harvard University Press. $1.

TueE GrowTn oF Canapian Nartioxar FerFLiNG.
By W, Stewart Wallace. Macmillan.

A Cminaman’s  OPINIONS. By Hreav-Ung.
Stokes.  $3.

Tune Coming Crisis. By James R. Kave. Chi-
cago: Buxton-Westerman.

Juvenile

A MERRY-GO-ROUND OF MODERN
TALES. By CAROLINE D. EMERWON.
Dutton. 1927. $2.

The general conception of this book of
short tales is an excellent one and the format
and numerous line drawings by Lois Lenski
so thoroughly humorous and delightful that
it seems a pity the stories themselves could
not have been a little better. Not that they
are not well written, in a determinsdlv
sprightly, well-made way of their own, but
they fall just short of possessing the charm
and whimsicality and vitality which go into
the making of a really distinguished and
lasting juvenile. One is conscious of the
author behind them all, not of the author’s
personality (and after all it was more than
anything else Milne’s own personality and
Hugh Lofting’s that made their verses and
tales so popular with all ages of readers)
and it is as if one felt this particular one
making a great effort to show that modern
machinery and happenings can be as quaint
and stirring to the imagination as the more
conventional paraphernalia of juveniles.

Miss Emerson is right in feeling that the
modern automobile and engine, the wash-
ing machine and steam roller, are capable of
romance. Very little has been done to
utilize taeir possibilities in children’s books
up to now. We can imagine their figuring
in the most engrossing of tales, but that is
not the case here. Young readers will un-
doubtedly be amused and pleased by the
tales of “The Timid Truck;” of “The
House That Would Not Stay Still;” “The
Train That Would Not Stay on the Track,”
and zll the rest, for they are entertaining
and thoroughly readable, planned and
exccuied by one who knows what children
like to hear and how to tell it to them. But
this does not mean that it is good enough
to rtake its place with the best of thes old.
The delicacy and beauty of Hans Andersen
are not here; nor the vigor and spirit of the
more recent “Rootabaga Stories” It is an
attempt in the right direction, however, even
thoagh it savors a trifle self-consciously of
the modern experimental school room.

BRAVE DOGS. By LiLLiaN Gask. Thomas
Y. Crowell. 1927. $1.50.

UNCLE SAM’S ANIMALS. By Marca-
RET FrancEs Fox. Century. 1927. $2z.
The first of these volumes is a collection

of dog stories, some of which, like Rob

Rov, are well known, told in episodic and

much zbbreviated form. Each story is a

eeries of poorly connected incidents in the

life of an animal, so shortened and cut as
to be negligible. The tales though weakly
related are romantic and may thereby have

a certain appeal to the boy of ten.

“Uncle Sam’s Animals” is a volume of
greater worth. It describes a variety of
unique animals, most of them of historical
interest, which come under government ju-
risdiction. The stories of Balto of Nome
fame, the Alaskan seals, the camel experi-
ment in the Southwest, the marauding
wolves of cattle days, and others are well
narrated. They are understandingly writ-
ten for a boy of ten to fourteen. The
natural habits of the animals are accurately
described and the book is historically cor-
rect. A good book for boys.

1 “BOSS”
TWEED
were d novel-

this is how one critic de-
clares he would have re-
viewed it: “While it is
impossible to deny its
absorbing interest it re-
mains an improbable tale
whose fantastic charac-
ters defy belief.”

“BOSS"
TWEED

The Story of a

Grim Generation
By DENIS TILDEN LYNCH

GAIN in “Boss” TWEED,
truth is stranger than
fiction and more exciting.

No novelist could have con-
ceived characters like Tweed,
Jay Gould, Fisk, “Prince of
Erie”, Mme. Restel], the Claflin
sisters, etc.

No novelist could have im-
agined the orgy of graft whose
thefts rose to $200,000,000,
which involved the highest of
the time and brought impris-
onment, murder and suicide
in its train.

Concluding a review of a
shelf of the season’s most
notable biographies, Edmund
Pearson in the Qutlock, wrote:
‘“1f | were asked to vote
for the book in this list
of greatest enduring in-
terest | should name
‘““Boss’’ Tweed.”’

3rd Large Edition
Octavo. Illustrated

At all bookstores, $4.00
BONI & LIVERIGHT, N. Y. ‘
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ANIMAL STORIES
THE INDIANS
TOLD

By
Elizabeth Bishop Johnson

PR E R PREEEE

The universally interesting
fables and folk-tales of many
North American Indian
tribes, retold in the Indian
manner for readers old and

voung.

With 50 illustrations, from plioto-
graphs and from aboriginal ari.
$2.00

BORZOI

. this mark
Look for % 13
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The well known liter-
ary permdu};]al, in 1}:5
: new dress, has set the

ILLUSTRATED book world talking.
Published b1monthly Send $1.00 to the pub-
lisher for a year's subscription.

EDWIN VALENTINE MITCHELL, INC.
HARTFORD CONNECTICUT

Book Notes




