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This is NOT an ideal book for Christmas. ̂ !l 
copies of THE TECHNIQUE OF THE LOVE AFFAIR 
are bought at the customers' ou-n risk and peril. 

T h e Inner Sanctum's favonte 
treatise on the init iat ion, conduct and 
conclusion of the ama to ry re la t ionship 
[ K O T E : yes, the type for this paragraph 
is kept standing] is going be t te r every day . 
bu t i ts sales are t ranqui l , discreet, almost 
mysteriously furtive. 

(Mv^ O n l y y e s t e r d a y t h e o u t e r 
guardians of The Inner Sanctum repor ted 
tha t a young l i d y of qual i ty came up to 
the eighth floor of Th i r ty Seven West 
57th Street and wi thout announcing her 
presence to the luckless editors inside 
bought and paid for T H R E E copies of the 
perfumed and anonymous handbook. 

(Mv^ L a s t w e e k ' s ' o u t b u r s t of 
columnar roman candles, to signalize the 
sale of 2541 copies in six days of Bamii, A 
Life In The Woods, by F E L I X S A L T E N , was 
a bi t p remature . The joke is on The 1'nn.er 
Sanctum. As a m a t t e r of fact, last week 's 
tota l was really 4351—with an order for 
an extra thousand copies coming in after 
the ballots had closed. 

(Mv^ Garden Ci ty papers please 
copy: Bambi qualifies- for five member ­
ships in the thousand-copies-a-week club. 

iAiA\\A\ There is one other item on last 
week's sales char t t ha t is so succulent t h a t 
it is going to be listed in this paragraph 
thir teen times, so tha t all who run may 
read : 

1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1976 

(M»^ 
1976 
1976 

T h a t figure 1976, by all the 
sacred deities of Erns t and Erns t , and 
Commissioner o fDeeds and N o t a r y Publ ic 
Certificate N u m b e r 84398 [my commission 
expires March 31,1929] is the actual num­
ber of copies sold Us t week of Cross 
Word Puzzle Book, Series Eleven. 

fMv^ Since the clientele seems to 
relish these specific and unadorned sales 
figures, here are a few others , from the 
weekly s u m m a r y : 

The Story of Philosophy 
The Art of Thinking 
Trader Horn I 
Trader Horn II 
Show Girl 
Theresa 

972 
722 
828 
109 
476 
408 

( M Y ^ T h e o ther thrills of the week 
were a trip to Hoboken to see After Dark, 
Neither Maid, Nor Wife, Nor Widow, pro-
d u c e d w i t h t h e O x o n i a n flourish of 
C H R I S T O P H E R M O R L E Y and his Hofbrau 

cohorts . . . . T h e welcome home celebra­
tion for the roving Inner Sanc tum, back 
from Chicago and Cleveland wi th record-
breaking orders and the la test t rade gossip 
. . . . and the beginning of The Case of 
Sergeant Grischa and Elizabeth and Essex, 
two books that are practically keeping 
The Inner Sanctum bare-headed wi th con­
t inuous hat-dofling. 

ESSANDESS 

A Book for the Years! 
THE OXFORD HISTORY OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 
1783-1917 

By S A M U E L E L I O T MORISON 

2 Volumes, $10.00 

T h r e e Q u a r t e r Morocco, $25.00 
"The first complete and satisfactory treatment 
of United States history." . „ ^ . - , „ -

—Christian Setenee Monitor. 
Not a textbook: a book for all thlnMng men 
and women to thoroughly enjoy. Hence an 
ideal Christmas gift. 

O X F O R D U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S • N E W Y O R K 
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PtioeNix NEST 
TH E 'Nineties r e tu rn to us aga in in two 

recent publ icat ions . T h e first is a new 
edit ion of the "Poems of Ernest Doiusotiy" 
boxed nea t ly in p u r p l e , c rowsfooted w i th 
go ld , bound in deep l avendar , i l lustrated by 
EUnore Blaisdell, and published by T h e M e ­
dusa Head . T o - d a y , much of D o w s o n 
seems, to be f r ank , ha rd ly w o r t h preserv­
ing , t h o u g h the f amous poem of Cyna ra 
and a few others give this s tatement the lie. 
L a v e n d a r is a good color f o r the cover of 
Dowson ' s verses. M u c h of wha t he wro te 
should be laid a w a y in it . T h e i l lustrat ions 
to this vo lume are no t first-rate ei ther . 
T h e i r style is bad, they do not p rope r ly ac ­
company the poems, they reveal lack o f 
imag ina t ion and complete lack of real ly fine 
d raugh t smansh ip . Dowson is the poet f o r 
youth ' s despairs o r f o r the heavy d r inker 
late in the even ing . Ye t he was once con­
sidered a comet . A n d , perhaps , a f t e r a l l , 
r i g h t l y ; f o r there r ema in , as we have said, 
one o r t w o or three of his poems tha t wi l l 
no t f ade . . . . 

" T h e Ye l low B o o k : A Selection," edited 
by Cedric Ellsiuorth Smith, has been p u b ­
lished by Edwin: Valentine Mitchell in H a r t ­
f o r d . W e have no t fo rgo t ten Doivson, 
Beardsley, Symons, Le Gallienne, even, pe r ­
haps , Ella d'Arcy, as contr ibutors to the old 
Yellotu Book. But have we not fo rgo t t en 
tha t such names as those of Henry Jaimes, 
Enoch Arnold Bennett, Richard Gamett, 
George Saintsbury, Edmund Gosse, Lionel 
Johnson, and H. G. Wells also appeared 
there? Of course, there was a lways the in ­
comparab le " M a x . " A n d , a m o n g poets, 
there were the ea r ly Yeats and the s t r ik ing 
John Daaidson. M r . Smith 's selections 
f r o m the l o n g shelf of but ter -colored vo l ­
umes show discr iminat ion, display var ie ty . 
T h i s is a fine -precis of the per iod to add to 
one's l i b r a ry . . . . 

Covic i -Fr iede have n o w published Rod­
dy ffe Hall's " T h e W e l l of Lonel iness" in 
the Uni ted States, and a fine and dignified-
look ing book they have m a d e of it . . . . 

W e have been interested in "Sta lky ' s 
Reminiscences" by Major General L. C. 
Dunstersille, the o r ig ina l " S t a l k y " of K i p ­
l ing ' s f amous book. W e were pa r t i cu la r ly 
interested in the ear ly pa r t tha t concerned 
" W e s t w a r d H o ! " and the y o u n g K i p l i n g . 
K i p l i n g w a s compelled to wear very s t rong 
glasses w h e n at school, and his only nick­
n a m e there was , we are interested to find, 
the same as tha t of the immor t a l Verdan t 
Green, " G i g l a m p s . " . . . 

F a t h e r Will Whalen, w h o is the a u t h o r 
of " T h e Golden S q u a w , " which is his ver ­
sion of the s tory of Mary Jemison, the Ir ish 
g i r l w h o was stolen by the Indians f rom 
Buchanan Val ley, A d a m s County , Pennsy l ­
van ia , in 1758 , is very desirious that some 
sage of fine p r i n t i n g , l ike E l m e r A d l e r of 
the Pynson Pr in te r s Incorpora ted , publish 
" M a r y ' s o r i g i n a l l i t t le l a m b of an a u t o ­
b i o g r a p h y , " in the na ture of a repr in t of 
the first edi t ion, wi thou t c lu t te r ing the 
vo lume up wi th footnotes and al l tha t . H e 
also comments u p o n the fact t ha t the C a t h o ­
lic B o o k - o f - t h e - m o n t h Club h a v i n g chosen 
Pead^tr O'Donnell's " T h e W a y it W a s W i t h 
T h e m , " G. P . P u t n a m ' s Sons, the or ig ina l 
publ ishers , h a v e carefu l ly re f ra ined f r o m 
mention of the fact in thei r adver t i s ing of 
the book, whereas in the case of a lay book-
o f - t he -mon th c lub o r Gui ld choice, the 
fo r tuna t e book ' s publ ishers sound f o r t h the 
fact on loud t rumpets . Pe rhaps the p u b ­
lishers t h o u g h t the genera l publ ic w o u l d 
get the idea tha t because of the a w a r d the 
book mus t be t oo pa roch ia l , f o r g e t t i n g tha t 
the best Ca thol ic minds a re quite as capable 
of keen discr iminat ion and the recogni t ion 
of the touch of grea t ta lent in l i t e ra ture as 
a re o the r minds . T h e choice o f P e a d a r 
O 'Donne l l ' s book is one immedia te p roo f of 
tha t fact . 

Miss Dorothy ( w e decipher the s ignature 
as ) Balscom, of Blakely , Georgia , w a n t s us 
to tel l he r " w h a t it is about Mr. Heywood 
Broun tha t gets his pho tog raphe r s a l l u p in 
the a i r . In every pic ture I see of h im, it 
seems as if the camera was on a h i g h e r p l ane 
than the subject ." W e don ' t k n o w just w h a t 
she means by tha t last r emark . W e th ink 
the likeness tha t appears dai ly in the Neiu 
York Telegram is a p re t ty f a i r representa­
t ion of Broun ' s head and visage, t h o u g h the 
d r a w i n g f r o m the same p h o t o g r a p h tha t a p ­
pears much magnified on Sa turday in the 

same paper is a libel. G r i m , ma l ign , and 
cruel is that last countenance. Pe rhaps it 
is Broun as he m a y on occasion wish to 
appear , his ac tua l face be ing b land , g o o d -
na tured , and amused. I t is t rue t ha t he 
forgets to comb his hair , and tha t gets into 
his pictures. Miss D o r o t h y finds it dash­
ing . She has, however , been look ing at 
the Book-o f - the -mon th C lub pic ture of 
Broun , and most of the pictures such clubs 
display of their j udges a re per fec t ly ter ­
r ible . W e have ( to digress) noted and 
filed fo r reference the facts t ha t ( i . ) She 
wishes more " M r . M o o n ' s . N o t e b o o k " in 
the Saturday Review ( 2 . ) tha t she enjoys 
the Phoenix Nest ( 3 . ) tha t she wants more 
p l ay reviews, but not by George J ean 
N a t h a n , whose only vir tue she rega rds as 
his admi ra t ion f o r Eugene O'Neill ( N o t 
tha t the Revieau has ever been able to bene­
fit by G. J . N.—>try and get h i m ! — o r that 
this is l ikely to break h im al l u p , or d o w n ) 
(+ . ) t ha t she wants more articles by C. E. 
Montague and Charles A. Bennett, and some 
more poet ry by Theodore Maynard ( 5 . ) 
and w h y don ' t we pr in t some of Ezra 
Pound's poetry , and , by the w a y , w h a t does 
that man do tha t keeps h im so busy? . . . . 

As to w h a t M r . P o u n d does tha t keeps 
h im so busy, he edits The Exile^ f o r one 
th ing , occasionally, f r o m R a p a l l o , I t a ly . He 
also keeps on w r i t i n g poems and indu lg ing 
in intense interest in u l t r a - m o d e r n music. 
W e don ' t doubt that he does quite a li t t le 
th ink ing . T h a t keeps one fa i r ly busy. . . . 

In connection wi th the recent publ icat ion 
of Konrad Bercovici's " A l e x a n d e r , " a b i o g ­
r aphy of Alexander the Great, the b iog­
r a p h e r was asked h o w he came to learn 
Engl i sh , as, when he first came to Amer ica 
as an organis t in 1916 he had never p r e v i ­
ously spoken it . His answer was, " I go t 
a copy of ' T h e W a y of A l l Flesh, ' by 
Samuel Butler, and memorized it w o r d f o r 
w o r d . " " B u t h o w did you come to pick 
out ' T h e W a y of A l l F l e s h ' ? " " W h y , " r e ­
turned Bercovici s imply, "Somebody to ld 
me it was a good book ." . . . . 

T h e J u n i o r B o o k - o f - t h e - M o n t h C lub of 
the Junior League Magazine is n o w an ac ­
complished fact . I t is open to everyone, 
J u n i o r League Membersh ip is no t necessary. 
T h e r ead ing committee is composed of 
Padraic Colum., Anne Lyon Haight, Lydia 
Chapin Kirk, and Louise Hunting Seaman. 
T h i s committee wi l l choose books b r o u g h t 
out by var ious publishers f o r chi ldren of 
the f o l l o w i n g ages : pre-school , six to nine 
years , nine to twelve years . I n each g r o u p 
one book wi l l be selected as the book-of-
the -month , w i th an a l te rna t ive . N e w books 
and new editions of the classics w i l l be of­
fered. Eve ry month a list of books f o r the 
next mon th is to be sent to a l l subscribers. 
F o r fu r the r in fo rmat ion you should wr i t e 
the J u n i o r B o o k - o f - t h e - M o n t h C lub a t 140 
East 63 rd Street . . . . 

Cornelius Weygandt, Professor of E n g ­
lish in the Universi ty of Pennsylvania , 
t reats , in " T u e s d a y s a t T e n , " published by 
the Univers i ty o f Pennsy lvan ia Press , of 
several wr i te rs that have been old favor i tes 
of ours . O u r best f r iends a l l k n o w us as 
still a p r o f o u n d admi re r of the w o r k both 
in poe t ry and prose of the la te Francis 
Thompson. A t one t ime we admired 
Stephen Phillips enormously . O u r a d m i r a ­
t ion of Lionel Johnson has ever g r o w n 
w i t h the years . Yeats seems to us to -day 
the w o r l d ' s greatest l iv ing poet . James 
Stephens is a g rea t favor i te of ours and so 
still is Dunsany. T h e r e f o r e we grabbed 
Professor W e y g a n d t ' s book off the shelf the 
moment we perceived it. Alas , in w h a t we 
have read, scrappily, we admi t , concerning 
th t poets above ment ioned, we have no t 
been impressed. W h a t insp i r ing subjects 
they seem to us, h o w pedestr ian this t rea t ­
ment of them. But we shall have ano ther 
go a t the book before we pu t it u t te r ly 
aside. Yet , open T h o m p s o n ' s o w n " A 
Renegade Poet and Other Essays ," and wha t 
superb sentences leap f r o m the page to y o u r 
eye, w h a t a r res t ing estimates and compar i ­
sons. W e have been d i p p i n g in to books f o r 
years, and first-glancing has, to us, p roved 
a p re t ty good touchstone a f te r a l l . I f we 
arc no t impressed by a book a t the first 
g lance the chances have a l w a y s been a l l in 
f a v o r of o u r con t inu ing unimpressed by it 
en a t h o r o u g h examina t ion . . . . 

T H E P H O E N I C I A N . 

iniiiiiii 
The Washington 

Conference 
and Alter 

By YAMATO ICHIHASHI 

/ ^ N L Y two other l iv ing men 
^ ^ know as well the story of 
w h a t lay behind the successes and 
fa i lu res of the W a s h i n g t o n Con­
ference of 1921-1922. T h e au tho r 
of this book w a s secre ta ry and in­
terpre te r to Viscount Ka to , J a p ­
anese delegate to the conference. 
H e s a w — a n d tells here—of the 
w a y in which the double problems 
of d i s a r m a m e n t and F a r E a s t e r n 
re la t ions w e r e met and settled, 
both in open conference and in the 
pr iva te meet ings of the b ig three , 
Balfour , K a t o , and H u g h e s . 

$4.00 

S T A N F O R D 
U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S 

PSYCHOGRAPHER 
U U D S CRIME CLUB 

MYSTERY STORIES 
Gamaliel Bradford, Noted 
Biographer, Joins Ranks of Ce­
lebrities Who Read Mysteries 

PRAISES "THE VELVET HAND" 

I n c o m m o n w i t h H e r b e r t Hoover , . 
A m b a s s a d o r M o r r o w , a n d s c o r e s o f 
o t h e r n o t e d s t a t e s m e n a n d finan­
c i e r s , G a m a l i e l B r a d f o r d e n j o y s g o o d 
m y s t e r y s t o r i e s . T h e c r e a t o r of the-
" p s y c h o g r a p h i c a l " m e t h o d of b i o g ­
r a p h y r e c e n t l y r e a d H u l b e r t F o o t -
n e r ' s n e w b o o k of M a d a m e S t o r e y 
t a l e s , a n d i s s u e s t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e ­
m e n t : 

" ' T h e V e l v e t H a n d ' b y F o o t n e r 
h a s g i v e n m e a g r e a t d e a l of s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n . T h e l a s t t w o s t o r i e s , 'The-
P o t of P a n s i e s ' a n d ' T h e L e g a c y 
H o u n d s , ' a r e e s p e c i a l l y -well -worked, 
u p a n d t h r i l l i n g . 

" T h e a t t r a c t i o n of t h e b o o k i » 
chief ly M a d a m e S t o r e y , w h o s e a c ­
q u a i n t a n c e I a m a s h a m e d to s a y I 
h a d n o t m a d e be fo re . I n t h e h o r d e 
of v a r i e d fo l lower s of S h e r l o c k 
H o l m e s s h e is a r e a l l y n o v e l a n d 
o r i g i n a l figure, a n d w h e n o n e is 
i n f i n i t e l y f ed u p w i t h t h e l o n g s e r i e s 
of t h o s e w h o a r e b y n o m e a n s so , 
o n e h a s a n e x t r e m e r e l i s h f o r t h e 
i n n o v a t i o n . " 

THE 

VELVET HAND 
by Hulbert Footner 
$2 at all bookstores 
THE CRIME CLUB 

How would you 
conduct a 
Bookshop? 

If you have ideas about how to inter­
est your community in buying books, 
about how to arrange a store attrac­
tively, and manage one economically, 
why not open a bookshop and tura 
your ideas into profits? Write for our 
free pamphlets on capital required, 
bookstore management, etc. 

B O O K S E L L I N G I N F O R M A T I O N SERVICE 

Room 773-S, 18 West 34th St., New York 
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