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Dramavrano. By Lin Wiiliam Price. Vinal. * f :
The Compleat Collector Ny P olnts o ‘7 16 W
(Continued from page 693) SEreCTED PoETRY. Written by students of the
a v of envisaging the whole subject, of Thomas Jefferson High School, Brooklyn, . . .
comvia)?ning precisgiong of informatiojn \:vith N. OY]v A Note on HlStOI'Y served as history should serve it. = A re-

clearness of perspective, that no other
nationals can approach, The latest biblio-
graphical proof of this is a “Manuel du
Bibliophile Francais, 1470-1920,” by M. F.-
C. Lonchamp. The best evidence of the
way in which data is packed into the 600
pages of text, with adequate illustrations,
is the fact that the detailed index to this
text occupies an additional 140 pages.
Moreover, it is written in narrative form,
and is not a mere epitome of information.
%

There must be some books left in Eng-
lish garrets, when a single mail brings
catalogues from bookshops in Leamington
Spa, Sutton Coldfields, Birmingham, Tou-
bridge, Chelsea, Bayswater, and Oxford,
besides London proper and the Scotch cities.
The offerings, to be sure, are not very thrill-
ing, but by the same token the prices are
not prohibitive, and the buyer who knows
what he wants, with a little catholicity in
his collecting, always stands a chance of
finding something a little better than what
he started to look for. For example, E. M.
Lawson & Co. of Sutton Coldfield, Birm-
ingham, issues list 45 as a folio fold, with
only some 150 unpromising titles, But
tucked away at the end is John Donne’s
copy of a Gospel Commentary of 1616.
Next to this is “A Rare and Accurate
Treatise concerning the taking of the Fume
of Tobacco”, 1637, while nearby is a copy
of the first edition of Richard Ford’s
“Handbook of Spain,” with a letter from
Ford to George Borrow. Half a dozen
minor metropolitan dealers fail to provide
a single piece to match these.

-
o

The New Books

Poetry
(Continued from page 692)

Starrett is well-known as a poet and almost
as well-known as a bock-collector and an
editor of some connoisseurship. His verse
usually has cither a twinkle in its evc or is
wrapped from nose to toes in the black
cloak of the macabre. He does several
things rather well and is an absorbed ob-
server of the oddites of life.

The first poem in this group, “Presby-
terian Hell,” Tie Saturday
the pleasure of publishing. It is a gorgeous
bit of humor. And there are several son-
nets that should be given particular atten-
tion, viz.: “Galley Slave” and “Newspaper
Portrait.”  They are entirely successful.
The last lines of “Advice w a Beginning
Poet” and “Sky Writer” evoke the desired
thrill.  Collectors of rare things would do
well to secure this pamphlet. For all his
individual contributions to contemporary
poetry and prose, Mr. Starrett has not yet
made an emphatic mark; but occasional in-
spirations of his, and they occur to him not
infrequently, have a relish all their own.
His is a thoroughly entertaining mind.

BITS O’ VERSE IN SCOTS. By WiLL1aM
P. McKEnziE. Toronto: The Ryerson
Press. 1927.

Mr. McKenzie has had several volumes
of verse published, now out of print. This
edition is one of the Ryerson Poetry Chap-
Books. The author is a Scotchman, who
was schooled in Canada, a graduate of
Toronto University. He writes in Scotch
dialect. His verse is pleasant and racy of
the soil; though not of major merit. We
quote the octave of his concluding “L’Envoy
to Scotland,” the only poem of his not in
dialect:

My forbears knew the land of song and
story ;
They walked the banks of Tweed, saw
distant blue
Of Eildon Hills; and tales of derring-do
Would boast, and tell of many a Border
foray;
Fair Edinborough’s town and Castle hoary
And heroes of old time they loved anew,
Mountains and locks and trouting burns
they knew,
And moonlit aisles of Melrose in their
glory.
Oxrorp PoETRY, 1927. Edited by W. H, Auden,
and C. Day Lewis. Appleton.
Noan an’ Jonan aN’ Car’n Joun Smuth. By
Don Marquis.  Appleton. $1.
Queens anp Cricxers. By Mildred Whitnes
Stillpian.  Duffield. $1.25 net,
Priapus ANDp Tue Poor. By Conrad Aiken,
Cambridge, Dunsten House.
Tue Brst Poems oF 1927. Edited by L. 4. G.
Strong. Dodd, Mead. $2.

TorTer’s Misckrrany., Edited by IHyder E.
Rollins. Harvard University Press. $s.
Witnour A Fic Lear. By Alice McGuigan.

Vinal.
OTHERS ABIDE,
day, Doran.

Revieze had

By Humbert Wolfe.
$1.50.

Double-

Lavrers GiFT AND OTHER DPoEms. By Michael
Doyle. Milwaukee, Towle Publishing Co.
Tue NARRATIVE PoEMs oF Percy ByssHE
SurLieEy. Brentanos. 2 vols. $lo.
MvyrrELLA, By Brooks More. Boston,

hill.  $1.

Corn-

Religion
REVELATION AND INSPIRATION. By
BenyaMIN B. WarrierLn., Ozxford Uni-

versity Press.  1927. $3.

It may sound brutal, but it is probably
true that this collection from various sources
of papers by the late (1887-1921) professor
of “Didactic and Polemic Theology” in the
Princeton  Theological Seminary (not, be
it noted, in Princeton University), would
never have seen publication had it not been
provided for in the author’s will. Here we
have undoubtedly learned and scholarly dis-
sertations, from a conservative mid-Victorian
Presbyterian point of view, about the Bible.
It would be well for people who scorn what
is known as “Princeton Fundamentalism” to
read some of this material. It shows that
Fundamentalism is not as silly in the hands
of scholars as it was in the hands of Mr.
Bryan. But there is no doubt that the work
is both dated and dull.

A New Gop ForR AMERICA. By Herbert Par-

rish,  Century. $2.

Tue O~ Boox. By Warwick James Price. Win-
ston.

Tur Jesurts, By H. Boehmer. Philadelphia.
Castle Press. $1.25.

Tue ConrTacT BETWEEN  RELIGION  AND
Science. By Jokin William Drapes. Ap-
pleton. $1.

Tre Biere Unvocken. By Henry Martin Bar-
tenhouse. Century. $3.50.

Ixn June Wrra Tre Finire. By Thomas L.
Masson. Century. $2.50.

Tuey Bevieve. By a Number of Authors. Cen-
tury. $1.25.

Tue Heresy oF ANTiocH. By Robert Norwood.
Doubleday, Doran.

THE NaTure oF EXISTENCE.
McTaggart. Macmillan.
Curistian HumanNism. By Russell Henry Staf-
ford. Chicago. Willett, Clark & Colby. $2.
Forrowing Crurist. By Charles Lewis Slattery.

Houghton Mifflin.  $1.
Tue Hory ComwmunioN, By Biskop Slartery.
Houghton Mifflin. 75 cents.
Tur Cuurcu IpEa. By William Reed Hunt-
Houghton Mifflin.  $2.
Acony oF CrrisTiaNiTy. By Miguel de
Payson I. Clarke. $2.
Ldited by J.
University of Chicago Press.
Best Sermons.  Book 1V,
Fort Newerorn.  Harcourt, Brace.
RericioNn anp Socian JusTice.

By J. McT. E.

ington.
Tar
Unamuno,
A, Powis
$7.50.
Edited by Joseph
$2.50.
By Sherwood

Tre o TusvamesT.

Swith.

FEddv. Doran.  $1.50 net.

Tue Revicion oF Tiger. By J. E. Ellam.
Dutton. $1.50.

Tue Revigion oF THE SpiriT. By Ernmest Fre-
mont Tirtle. Abingdon. $2.

LoverL Leans Orr. By Ralph Henry Bar-
bour. Appleton. $1.75.

Curist AT Tue Rounp Tasre. By E. Stanley
Jones. Abingdon. $1.50.

Tue Lire oF Jesus. By Erncst Renan. (Every-
man’s Library). Dutton. So cents.

Travel

CLEARED FOR STRANGE PORTS. By
Mrs. THEODORE RoOsEVELT, SR., MRs.
KermiT RooSEVELT, RicHarD DERBY
and KERMIT ROOSEVELT. Scribners.
1927, $3.50.

This is a collection of sketches in which
four members of the Roosevelt family tell
in brief and straightforward fashion of
their varied experiences as travelers and
hunters in many parts of the world. Al-
though big game are hunted and great dis-
tances traversed, the record of succeeding
days contains few dramatic events. For
charm of manner Mrs. Kermit Roosevelt’s
essay, “Where the Elephants Are,” is per-
haps most outstanding; and Mrs. Roose-
velt, Sr., has succeeded in compressing a
lively joy of life into her “Odyssey of a
Grandmother.” But the chief interest of
the book lies in the personality of the au-
thors who have been so often in the public
eye. This being so, the reader will doubt-
less. regret the rigidly modest impersonality

of their narratives,
LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI. By Marx
Twain. Harpers. 1927. $2.50.

This is one of the specially illustrated
holiday editions of classics for which the
firm of Harper & Brothers is noted. Frank
Schoonover has furnished th- colored front-
ispiece and Walter Stewart has supplied
the illustrations in this instance. We can-
not say that we find anv great distinction
in Mr. Stewart’s illustrations, but it Is
pleasant to have a reissue of Clemens’s his-
tory of the great river. “Life on the Mis-
sissippi” is a glamorously interesting vol-
ume and one of Mark Twain’s greatest con-
tributions to American literature.

.

To the Editor of The Saturday Review:
SIR:

History as an art has been discussed in
your columns recently., May I call your
attention  to California’s great epic, the
tragedy of the Donner party in the winter
of 1846, and the failure to treat this un-
paralleled episode as an account of the great-
est heroism? Sophocles never wrote a drama
of human fate that equals the authentic
history of this pioneer tragedy.

In “California: An Intmate History”
(Boni & Liveright: 1927). Gertrude Ather-
ton devotes about two pages of her work
to this subject. Unfortunately she seems
to have followed a version first published
in the California Star, San Francisco, April
10, 1847, which for downright herrors is
not equaled in our most lurid newspapers
today. “One emigrant took the body of
a child about four years old to bed with
him and devoured the whole before morn-
ing, and the next day he ate another about
the same age before noon.”

This version has been a dark cloud over
California’s pioneer epic for eighty years.
These horrible exaggerations have saddened
the lives of the survivors and in some in-
stances have closed the mouths of those who
could speak. To C. F. McGlashan, a
Truckee newspaperman, is to be given the
chief credit of lifting this version of un-
warranted horrors into one of the best
authenticated histories written, according to
a Stanford University professor of history.

Before 1879 he interviewed every survivor
who would talk and gives an account of
nobility and heroism in a step by step battle
with relentless fate and the malevolent ele-
ments of that terrible winter that ended in
life’s most unhappy choice—cannibalisn or
death.

Mrs, Atherton centers the charges of can-
nibalism against one poor vietim, Lewis
Keseberg, “who was ordered to remain
and look after Captain and Mrs. Don-
ner. A third relief found Keseberg
looking like a gorilla, acting like a maniac,
and no Mrs. Donner. They found her
later in the camp kettle and a bucket salted
down.” This man was seven miles away
from Captain Donner’s camp with his heel
so badly injured that three relief parties
had to abandon him. Picture this nan,
well educated, having perfect command of
three or four languages, well, but for that
Achilles heel, facing fate as (Edipus did.
Loyalty to life for his family’s sake for-
bade the release a merciful revolver could
give. Fate seemed to keep him for a long
life of ceaseless anguish,

The epic quality of this part of the
tragedy is lost sight of if Keseberg is made
to seem unfeeling, Mrs. Atherton does
not record what appears even in the most
unfavorable relief account . . . “Kescberg
gathered together the bones and heaped
them in a box, blessed them and the cabin,
and said ‘I hope God will forgive me
for what T have done. I could not help
it; and I hope T may get to heaven yet?”
This record of reverence to the remains of
his companions of the overland trail on
whose bodies he was compelled to subsist,
alone in that cabin, unable to move out of
it, absolves this man of being a fiend, he
had the soul of nobility in him. Here we
find the epic quality and the problem of
human fate quite overlooked in the popular
version of the Donner party. Life’s most
unhappy choice—cannibalism or death?
Can a human being live under these cir-

cumstances and retain a noble nature!?
Yes.

The majority of the survivors of the
Donner party were driven by dire necessity
to make this choice. Herein is fate con-
founded. Some ate and lived, some ate
and died, some did not eat, and lived, and
some did not eat, and died. The prayerful
Patrick Breen was driven to it to save his
children, though his wife would not eat. Lots
were drawn on those bitter Sierra snows by
the “forlorn hope” party, but who could kill
lovable, magnanimous Patrick Doland? Later
W. F. Graves, like the noblest of the
Greeks feeling his strength ebbing, re-
quired with his last breath a solemn promise
from his daughters, that this lot should fall
to him. Tt is possible that the only overt
act on the living was in the deaths of two
starving Indians who had but a few hours
to live.

The lurid and exaggerated report of an
early day newspaper, suggesting the fashion
of 1847—a morbid reveling in horrors—
should not have been repeated in 1927 in
a California history. Art has not been

markable chance has been missed to en-
noble a page of pioneer history into an
epic, for no more glowing faith in hu-
manity can be kindled than the dire re-
hearsa! of the tragedy that befell these
pioncers of 1846.

The best two histories of these events are
“History of the Donner Party,” by C. F.
McGlashan (Truckee, California. 1879-

@:880) and Elisa P. Donner-Houghton’s ac-
count of the tragedy that befell the party
led by her father, Captain George Donner.
(A. C. McClurg & Co. 1911).

ARTHUR HEEB.

Los Gatos.

Miss Atherton Adds

To the Editor of The Saturday Review:
SIR:

Mr. Heeb has asked me to append a few
words to his article. I can only repeat
what 1 have said to him: that although a
given event may make the epic appeal to
one person, it is the privilege of another
to find his epics elsewhere.

I wrote a history of California in one
volume and was forced to confine myself
to the men and the events that had made
the state famous. It would have been a
waste of time and space to go into minor
details.

But there is no reason why the Donner
Party should not have a book to itsclf, and
I hope that Mr. Heeb will write it. It
is very dramatic as he tells it, and it is
always a pleasure to see the wrong made
right.

GERTRUDE ATHERTON.

Los Gatos, California.

Hardy’s First Novel

To the Editor of The Saturday Revieww,
Sir:

In time we may see as many men put up
for the honor of rejecting Hardy’s first
novel as there are cities said to claim great
Homer dead.  Most of the recent notices I
have read attribute this act to Meredith.
John Morley, however, believed he had
done it. In “John, Viscount Morley,” by
John H. Movgan, on page 84, Morley is
quoted as saying:

“I ‘read” Hardy’s first novel when
he submitted it to the Macmillans, was
impressed, but rejected it, and then got
him to come and see me, and was the
cause of his writing another and a bet-
ter one.”

Incidentally, Hardy’s opinion of Morley
Is not without interest. In the same book
the following remark is credited to Hardy:
“If Morley had left politics alone he might
have been the Gibbon of his age.”

R. P. LANE.

WORLD UNITY
~-A Monthly Magazine--

Reflecting the new world outlook
based upon current developments
in Science, History, Philesophy,
and Religion.

We stand at the dawn of a tremen-
dous Renaissance which has al-
ready begun to transform racial
and national habits and customs
rooted in the traditions of thou-
sands of years.

For the awakened mind there can
be no more thrilling spectacle—no
greater privilege—than to share the
spirit and viewpoints of the leaders
who have caught the vision of the
New Age.

World Unity Magazine has be-
come the most effective interpreter
of the new forces at work in the
most important departments of life.
It is creating a new literature—a
new culture—vastly stimulating to
its international circle of readers.

WORLD UNITY, 4 East [2th Street. New ankﬂ

I enclose $3.50 for a year's sub-
scription (or send me a complimentary
copy for examination).

NAME
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Outstanding Advantages
of Guild Membership

1. Economy

The Literary Guild is the only organization in
America whieh gives you twelve chosen books—
one each month for a year—at half price!/

Distinction

You are an insider. You receive your books the
day of issue; you ean be the first in your com-
munity to read the books that the nation will be
discussing a few weeks later.

-
Prestige
ANl Guild boeks are fssued in a special edition,
exclusively for members of the organization.
Books in the Guild binding on your shelves or
table-top stamp you as a person of cultivated
taste in literature.

-
Convenience
Each month the Guild Book is delivered at your
door by the postman, prepaid.

Discrimination

Even if you could, you would not care to read
a tenth of the books published in America. Your
greatest reading problem is to separate the im-
portant books which you must read from all the
rest. The eminent Editorial Board, composed of
Carl Van Doren, Elinor Wylie, Glenn Frank, Jo-
seph  Wood Krutch, Zona Gale and Hendrik
Willem van Loon carefully chooses these books for
you before publication,

Significance

You become a patron of the very best in con-
temporary letters: a sponsor of the most impor-
tant Literary work of the day. You are allied
with 2 movement which does for books what the
Theatre Guild has done for the drama.

Pleasure

Each month you anticipate the arrival of the
Guild book with the keenest expectancy, assured
by past performance that the contents of the
familiar carton will be entertaining, worth while
and of permanent value as an addition to your
library.

y 2

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

OU can enjoy all of the seven outstanding
advantages of FREE Guild membership
and a hundred more, by putting your name
and address on the coupon and mailing it

today.
It is impossible to tell you all that membership in
the Literary Guild
of America can

mean to you. The Towson, Md.—“You have
Poss}blllt‘es ar€  never received a word of
immeasurable, It is

complaint from me, only
praise, and that I am re-
newing my membership is
a proof of my perfect con-
fidence in your enterprise.
I am proud of every book
you have selected and sent
forth, and look forward to
each one with increasing
joy. May your future be
a brilliant one.”—J. L. C.

only possible to point
out a few of the
greatest advantages
and to let you judge
for yourself.

The first advan-
tageis ECONOMY.
You receive twelve
of the most impor-
tant books, published
in America in the
year for ‘half the
regular price. You
will buy other books, of course, but you will not
want to miss any of the Guild selections, nor will

SAVE $1.00—If you prefer to pay all at once you can save
$1.00 by sending $18,00 with this blank,

THE LITERARY GUILD OF AMERICA, INc., 1
65 FIrTH AVENUE, Depr, 38—S.R. L. 1
NEW YorK CITY, 1
Gentlemen: Please enroll me in the Literary Guild of Ameriea l
for one year. I will pay you $4.00 upon receipt of your first |
book, and $3.00 a month for 5 months only. During the last |
6 months of the year I pay you nothing. 1
In return you will send me, postage prepaid, one new book |
each month for one year—12 new books in all. I may cancel ]

this subscription by giving one month's advance notice, in
which case you will charge me the retail price of the books I 1
received and refund the unused balance. =
INGME .ottt ittt et rata sttt et e l
R }
) ]
L0277 1
|

toYOU'!

you want to pay full price for them, when they can
be purchased at a substantial saving.

The second advantage is DISTINCTION. There
is an undeniable thrill in being an insider. Guild
membership makes you an authority on the best cur-
rent books, both fiction and non-fiction. It gives you
the opportunity to recommend the outstanding book
of the month to your friends before the public at
large has read it.

The PRESTIGE of owning special editions of the
most popular books of the day, in their beautiful
Guild bindings, is tremendous. These books are never
sold in the stores in this format. They are published
exclusively for Guild members.

The CONVENIENCE of the Guild plan is
really a second economy. You save both time and
effort by making one sure purchase instead of twelve
uncertain ones. The Guild book is placed in your
hand each month by the postman, all carriage charges
prepaid.

Equal DISCRIMINATION in the choice of

your books is possible in no other way. From the

tons of printed matter that pour from the presses of

the nation, the eminent literary specialists on the
Guild Editorial Board choose one book each month
which no cultured American will care to miss.

The SIGNIFICANCE of this movement to
further the interest of the best and most entertaining
literature of the day is evident to everyone. The
masterpicces now being written in Wyoming, Ken-
tucky and Massachusetts are assured an audience
under the Guild plan. There is no chance of loss
to keep the unsung genius from being heard. The
membership of 40,000 people is eagerly awaiting
any work of genuine merit.

Hundreds of letters from members attest the
PLEASURE they derive from the Guild. ‘““‘Surprise
package”—"a birthday present twelve times a year”
—*"a Christmas gift every month”—these are some of

the phrases used to express the joy at receiving, each

t Free Membership
in the GUILD Can Me:

Literary Leaders
ChooseYourBooks

CARL VAN DOREN, Editor-in-chief;
one of America’s foremost critics; awthor of
Contemporary American Novelists and many
other “books about books”; formerly Pro-
fessor of American Literature at Columbia
University, Literary Editor of Century Mag-
azwe and Nation.

Advisory Board

JOSEPH WOOD KRUTCH, famous for his
masterful, psychological biography of Edgar Allan Poe;
Dramatic Editor of The Nation; lecturer at the Pulitzer
School of Journalism.

ELINOR WYLIE, Mrs. William Rose Benét, is
both a poet and a novelist, author of Jemnifer Lorr,
The Venetian Glass Nephew, Orphan Angel, as well as
several volumes of distinguished poetry; formerly an
Editor of Veanity Fair and now Contributing Editor to
The New Republic.

GLENN FRANK, known internationally as one
of the foremost educators of modern times; President of
the University of Wisconsin, formerly Editor-in-chicf
of the Century Magazine.

ZONE GALE, one of the “first literary ladies of
the land’”; author of scores of novels and dramas in-
cluding Miss Lulu Bett, winner of the Pulitzer price in
1923 ; chairman of the Wisconsin Free Library Com-
mission.

HENDRIK WILLEM VAN LOON, who first
brought Historx to life with such famous books as The
Story of Mankind, The Story of the Bible, Americo;
a representative of the Associated Press in all the great
European cities from Moscow to London; teacher :n
several important American Universities.

month, the Guild package that has become famous
all over the world.

Membership is Free

Amazing though it may seem, this membership in the
Guild which can mean so much to you is absolutely
free, Mailing the
coupon makes you a
member. You pay
nothing for Edito-
rial Service, for de-
livery of books to
your door, for the
prestige of sponsor-
ing the best new
books. And you pay
only HALF of the
regular price of the
bocks you receive.

The past selec-
tions prove that the
Guild Editors can
choose the besr of the
coming new books:
Tristram, Trader Horn, Circus Parade, Anerican
Caravan, The Vanguard, The Great American Band
Wagon, Black Majesty.

You can distribute the payment for your books over
the first six months of membership-—$4 on receipt of
vour first book and $3 on receipt of each of the next
five books. You pay nothing for the rest of the year.

You take no chances. You can cancel your mem-
bership on a month’s notice. In that event you will
be charged the retail price of books received.

This one time, don’t put off deciding. Mail the
coupon now. Then sit back and enjoy your mem-
bership in the Literary Guild.

New York City, N, Y.—
“Enclosed you will find my
continuation certificate as
a subscriber to the Guild’s
books. I take this occasion
to compliment you on the
very interesting and en-
tertaining books selected
for the past year. If the
coming year brings forth
books of the caliber of the
past year I will feel amply
rewarded.”—S. S. S.

These are examples of
the hundreds of renewal
letters which come to the
Guild offices daily.

Literary Guild of America, Inc.
DEP'Y. 38-S.R.L.

§5 Fifth Avenue New York City



