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Foreign Literature 
In Southern Waters 

L A M E D I T E R R A N E E A M E R I C A I N E . 
L'expansion des Eta ts -Unis dans la M e r 
des Antil les. P a r JACQL'ES C S O K A E R T . 
1 9 : 7 . 

Reviewed by E D W A R D T . B O O T H 

A C C O R D I N G to the preface by M . 
• ^ ^ Jaspa r , P r ime Minis ter of Belg-ium, 
this book is a repor t of missions which the 
Belgian Governmen t ordered the author , 
M . Jacques Crokaer t , to u n d e r t a k e ; a pre
cise and lucid presentat ion of the poli t ical 
evolut ion which is go ing on in the Car ib 
bean countries and the Pacific Ocean. T h e 
endorsement is qualified by the Pr ime Minis 
ter 's s tatement that he docs not a lways see 
eye to eye wi th M . Crokaer t in matters of 
opinion. 

F o r the genera l reader who wants in
fo rma t ion about the poli t ical for tunes of 
the Car ibbean lands since the Discovery— 
especially since the Spanish-American W a r — 
" L a M e d i t e r r a n e e A m e r i c a i n e " is a very 
readable and useful handbook. Our own 
journal is ts w h o have wr i t t en about this 
region have not been so well in formed and 
impar t i a l . Even irresponsible t ravel books 
about these countries by Amer icans are apt 
to be colored by the au thor ' s prejudice for 
or against intervent ion. F o r the life of us, 
we see wha t we want to see poli t ical ly, 
when we go voyag ing in the Ainerican 
Medi t e r ranean . F u r t h e r m o r e , it is fa i r to 
say that , compared with educated E u r o 
peans, we are genera l ly superficial observ
ers. 

M . Crokaer t ' s book is by no means p r o 
found . Much of it is f rank ly impression
istic. Some of it, mere prophecy. But it 
is wr i t ten wi th a respectable special k n o w l 
edge and considerable penetra t ion and an 
almost perfect impar t ia l i ty . If there is bias 
in the au thor ' s mind , it is a scarcely per
ceptible preference fo r American " i m p e r i a l 
ism" as compared with the British var ie ty . 
T h e r e are passages which appear to tweak 
the Lion 's tail ever so gent ly . 

T h e au thor reminds us aga in of wha t 
Goethe may have been the first to observe, 
tha t Suez and P a n a m a are the keys to pol i t 
ical dominat ion in the Eastern and Western 
hemispheres. He works out in detail stra
tegic para l le ls between the old and the new 
M e d i t e r a n n e a n s ; Panama-Suez , C u b a - M a l t a , 
St. T h o m a s - G i b r a l t a r , et al. He interprets 
the American Medi te r ranean in terms of 
straits clustered about the P a n a m a Canal 
and does not wi thho ld any secrets, nor offer 
praise o r b lame of the rapid g r o w t h of 
American influence in the Caribbean coun
tries since the Batt le of San J u a n Hi l l in 
1898. I f Amer ican publ ic opinion were as 
wel l - in fo rmed on this subject as M . 
Crokae r t , there wou ld be less w r a n g l i n g 
and less insincerity in the publ ic prints 
about in tervent ion. I f " L a Medi t e r ranee 
A m e r i c a i n e " were t ransla ted and widely read 
in this country , self-justification could be 
based on se l f -knowledge and American 
fore ign policy wou ld be grea t ly clarified 
for the average citizen. 

A Frustrated Life 
P A R A C E L S U S . By F R I E D R I C H G U N D O L F . 

Ber l in : G e o r g Bondi . 1927. 

Reviewed by A. W . G. R A N D A L L . 
A F E W years ago the German novelist 

•̂  * E r w i n Kolbenheyer wro te two novels 
on the subject of Paracelsus, and this 
seemed to b r ing a renewed interest in the 
life and works of that curious, f rus t ra ted, 
but undoubted ly impor t an t pioneer of mod
ern science, f o r a glance at publ ishers ' lists 
in the past year o r two would have revealed 
one or two editions of his chief works . And 
n o w here is a dist inguished G e r m a n critic 
wi th a m o n o g r a p h which is an excellent in
troduct ion to the story of Paracelsus the 
man and phi losopher . I t is curious that 
H e r r Gundol f , in ment ion ing the l i terary 
inspirat ion of Paracelsus, which he paral le ls 
wi th D r . Faustus , does not mention the best-
known example of a l l . B r o w n i n g ' s poem, 
but it may be said at once that those w h o 
find the Engl ish poet 's note at the end of 
his poem insufficient, and other p o p u l a r ac
counts, such as that of the Encyc loped ia 
Br i tannica , too much engrossed in his scien
tific achievements , wi l l derive no lit t le bene
fit f rom this book. An Engl ish t ranslat ion 
has much to recommend it, provided illus
t ra t ions f r o m B r o w n i n g were added, fo r 
l o n g passages there, the page - long soli loquy 
at the end, f o r example , find thei r ap t eluci
dat ion in two or three lines of H e r r Gun-
do l f ' s b iographica l sketch. 

T h e facts of Paracelsus 's or igins a re soon 
given. H e was born in 1493 at Einsiedeln, 
in Swi tzer land, f r o m an impoverished noble 
fami ly . His f a the r was a v i l lage doctor , who 

early turned the boy's thoughts in the same 
direction. H e r r Gundol f , basing his con
clusion on certain remarks hy Paracelsus 
later , insists on the impor tance of his 
mother ' s influence, but we know real ly 
no th ing about her. It was a t ime of gen
eral enquiry, but Paracelsus went fur ther 
than even his most t h o r o u g h g o i n g contem
poraries . T h e y went to origins of a k ind , 
but stopped short on a r r i v i n g at certain au
thorities, at the Bible in rel igion and 
philosophy, at Galen in medicine, at the 
Corpus Jur i s in jur isprudence. Paracelsus, 
with an intolerance and directness that were 
the cause of his undo ing , brushed all these 
aside. Wi thou t in the least being an a l 
chemist, he urged direct enquiry into 
na tu ra l objects. Chemical combinat ions , 
organic substances, had an almost sacred sig
nificance fo r h im. His long journeys , of 
which verv little is k n o w n , were cer ta inly 
much devoted to the direct investigation of 
na tu ra l phenomena, and it is a fact that he 
established the medicinal propert ies of the 
earth and springs in certain regions of 
southern Germany long before there was 
any science of geology, any idea of thermal 
therapeutics. For the w o r l d of na tu ra l 
phenomena Her r Gundo l f places h im with 
Columbus and Vasco di G a m a — E r f a h r e n , 
D u r c h f a h r e n , Landfah ren . And he had no 
negligible impor tance in the history of gen
eral German cul ture , fo r he gave expression 
to his thoughts , his speculations and exper i 
ments in the German l a n g u a g e , re ject ing 
the universal Lat in medium. 

For this H e r r Gundol f ranges him with 
Luther , between w h o m and Gr immelhausen , 
he says, there was no German wr i te r who 
wrote so directly f rom his actual experience, 
for his wor ld was wider and his eye more 
p ierc ing and comprehend ing than Hans 
Sachs and Fischart . He did not make of 
German a wor ld - tongue , but he did w h a t 
no one had done before , he established it 
forever in the German lecture-rooms, 
s ta t ing his motive clearly e n o u g h : " I wr i te 
German , fo r if a new th ing be found , w h y 
should it not have a new n a m e ? " It is, in 
short , as pioneer of German l inguist ic na 
tionalism and scientific ra t ional ism that 
H e r r Gundo l f here presents his hero, a 
feuri^-dunkle Faustseele^ whose general sig
nificance has too often been lost in techni
calities and in the mass of his own verbiage. 

Foreign Notes 
C T R A V I N S K Y has wri t ten a new opera en-
' ^ titled " K i n g CEdipus," which is said to be 
a remarkable %vork, though f rom the na ture 
of the play, which fo l lows the classical t r a 
di t ion, it is said to be better adap ted to the 
ora to r io fo rm in which it was recently p re 
sented in America , than to opera . " F o r the 
first time in the history of ope ra , " accord
ing to a Viennese correspondent to the L o n 
don Ohser'ver, " the men's choir wi l l be 
posted in the orchestra. T h e soloists and 
choirs wi l l be divided into two la rge groups 
— m o v a b l e and immovable . A p a r t f rom the 
choir , which has to tell the story, Theires ias , 
the blind seer, has an ' i m m o v a b l e ' pa r t , 
whi le Creon, the messenger, and the shep
herd are movab le . " 

Ji ^t 
Under the general title of "Nesobrannje 

P i s m a " some hi ther to unpublished letters 
of Chekov have recently been issued in 
Moscow (State Press.) T h e y have been 
edited by N . K. Piksanov. 

In connection wi th the Ibsen centenary 
the Univers i ty of Oslo this mon th opened 
an exhibit ion. A m o n g its interest ing fea
tures are a collection of all the k n o w n 
por t ra i t s of Ibsen; twelve pa in t ings by the 
dramat is t , w h o , had it not been f o r his 
fa ther ' s bankruptcy , w o u l d have taken up 
ar t as a career ; a minia ture theatre showing 
the condit ions which prevai led on the stage 
in his y o u t h ; first editions of his works , to 
gether with later editions in the N o r w e g i a n 
and fore ign languages . Li te ra ture deal ing 
wi th Ibsen and his works , letters, MSS. , and 
il lustrat ions are also included. 

T h e Golden Cockerel Press has recently 
issued two new volumes, " T h e Fables of 
^ s o p , " in L 'Es t range ' s t rans la t ion , and 
" T h e His tory of Pompey the L i t t l e . " T h e 
volumes are admirab le l ib ra ry edit ions, 
adorned wi th wood engrav ings in the m o d 
ern manner , and sat isfactori ly p r in ted in 
Caslon type on fine paper . T h e Golden 
Cockerel Press is one of that numerous 
g r o u p of small p r i n t i n g and publ i sh ing 
ventures which seem to th r ive in E n g l a n d . 
I t was founded in 1920 by the late H a r o l d 
T a y l o r , and is n o w directed by Rober t Gib-
bings, a t W a l t h a m Saint Lawrence , in 
Berkshire . T h e Golden Cockerel books a re 
interest ing as be ing examples of t h o r o u g h l y 
good type-set t ing. 

Donn Byrne Considers "Crusade'* the Finest Story 
He Has Ever Written 

cmjSA%m 
©y ooNN ©>â Ke 

The tale of how the Irish Knight, Sir Miles O'Neill, cousin 
of the King of Ulster, fought and loved in Araby the Blest 

SECOND LARGE P R I N T I N G 

Regular Edition, $2.00. Also an Autographed Edition, limited to 365 copies at $10.00 

" ^ 

An Unusual Love Story of the 
English Countryside 

It 

By ALMEY ST.JOHN ADCOCK 

The \ ivid love story, botli powerful and 
restrained, of an unusual English girl and 
a yount; English squire, Randle Quantrill. 

$2.50 

The Adventures of a 
Whimsical Vagabond 

By the Author of 
"The Soul's Sincere Desire" 

FISHERS OF 

By GLENN CLARK 

A book for those who would exert their 
love, faith and sympathy in saving others. 
All Atlcintic Monthly Press Publication. 

$2.00 

By BLANCHE CKOZIEK 

An irresistible vagabond, shipwrecked 
on a semi-rropical island, takes life as it 
comes. All AlLiiilic Moiiihly Press Puh-
In.iiiini. J2.50 

An Amazing Book of a 
Woman*! Life 

SAWDUST AND 

By LVCIA ZORA 
Edited by Courtney Ryley Cooper 

A woniun's brcarhless experiences as a 
tamer oi circus hons and elephants, and 
lier 110 less dramatic years of pioneering in 
iiorthueMcin (.Olorjdo. With y illustra
tions. $2.50 

The Neui Play by the Author of 
"The Show-Off" 

BEHOLD, THE 

By GEORGE KELLY 

"In riiis tragedy of a woman's fearless 
understanding of herself, Kelly appears to 
have written his finest play."—New York 
Times. <5i 50 

Tuio New Books by a Famous Historian 

PRINCIPLES 
JEFFERSONIAN 

PRINCIPLES 
Edited by James Trusloui Adams 

Two new volumes containing selections 
from the writings of famous American 
statesmen. Alldiilic Moiilhly Press Pub-
lications. Each, $2.00 

-These boolu arc jor sa\e ax a\\ Booksellers-

LITTLE, BEOWN & 
PubljsJ ier i , Boston 

Iron and Smoke 

have 

[THE DREADFUL NrCHT 
I l.u IlKN A.MKS Wll.I.U.MS I 

you 

rQad 

CLOWNING 
THROUGH U F B 

our ^M 
best 

Adventures in 
American 
Diptomaey 

sellers 

MUSSOLINI 
M A N O F D E S T I N Y 

E . P . D U T T O N & C O . 
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T h e W i t s ' Weekly 
Conducted by EDWARD DAVISON 

Com-pakion No. 24. A prize of fifteen dollars is offered for the best set 
of verses called "The Passionate Policeman to his Love." Entries should reach 
T/ie Saturday Review office, 25 West 45th Street, not later than the morning 
of April 2nd. 

Competition No. 25. A prize of fifteen dollars is offered for the best de
scription, in the manner of Mr. Thornton Wilder, of Mr. Sinclair Lewis's 
thoughts and feelings on coming back to settle in Gopher Prairie after having 
won fame in the world. Entries, which should not exceed 400 words, should 
reach The Saturday Review office not later than the morning of April 9th. 

Competitors are advised to read carefully the rules printed below. 

T H E TWENTY-FIRST 
COMPETITION 

A prize of fifteen dollars was of
fered for the best rendering of 
"Mary Had a Little Lamb" into not 
less than ten lines of Milton blank 
verse. 

Won by DAVID HEATHSTONF 

T H E PRIZE-WINNING POEM 

ITV legend it is told that Mary 
held 

The lamb in vassalage and him 
-possessed, 

Who bore a fleece as soft and ivhite 
as snows 

That on a winter's night bedeck the 
crest 

UlsHerriU BooLs 

By H O W A R D W. O D U M 

R a i n b o i v R o u n d 
M y Skoulder 

T h e Blue T r a i l of Black Ulysses 
It is mined of luscious ore. The 
material is vivid and dramatic 
and will send the book over 
the top.—N. v. Herald Tribune. 

$3.00 

By FISKE KIMBALL 

American Arclnitecture 
From the frail wigwam to the towering skyscraper it is 
in architecture that America has made her greatest creative 
achievement in the arts. In this book our foremost student 
has written its story with glowing simplicity so all may 
read. Profusely illustrated $4.00 

By GEORGE WYCHERLEY 

Ruccaneers of the Paci f ic 
A glorious panorama of piracy at its 
height. Romance beyond the dreams of 

fiction. Yet all drawn 
from the original and 
authentic narratives. 
Illustrated $5.00 

By H E N R Y D W I G H T SEDGWICK 
Author of CorUs the Conqueror 

La Fayette 
From this -stirring biography, there emerges a gallant fig
ure—one of very real and engaging charm. Mr. Sedgwick 
is immensely fond of the Marquis and the reader finds that 
affection contagious. Illustrated $5.00 

Edited by 
E D W A R D G A R N E T T 

Letters from 
Joseph Conrad 

1 8 9 5 - 1 9 2 4 
Intimate revelations of the 
inner tensions and outward 
fortunes of Conrad's life. 
Illustrated $3.50 

By SHANE LESLIE 

The Skull 
of Sivift 

Tense, dramatic story of the 
great author of Gulliver's 
Travels. Passionately felt, 
nervous and brilliant prose. 
—Burton Rascoe. $3.50 

iSjyJOHN ERSKINE 

The D e l i s t of Great Books 
The vital elements of the classics. $2.50 

Adam, a n d Cve 
Though He Knew Better $2.50 

Publishers • The Bobbs-Merrill Company • Indianapolis 

Of some Nor%vegian mountain top. 
And he 

His adoration rendered unto her 
Nor ivished a higher joy: and ixihere-

soe'er 
She bent her way, vnth bleat and 

gambol swift 
Pursued the lamb, encircling all about 
Like seraph clad in ivhite, with 

trem'lo trump. 
About the time of Mary's middle 

youth 
When she had ventured forth unto 

the seat 
Of learning which hard by her own 

abode 
Stood fairly reared, came also there 

the la?rib. 
Oblivious to all the laws was he 
That sternly had forbade his pres

ence there 
Nor recked as ought the gamin 

laughter raised 
Against his entry where in serried 

rows 
On benches sate a breed inferior 
To his beloved mistress, though like 

her 
In form were molded. Nor was he 

dismayed 
When sternly thrust ivithout by her 

who ruled 
With written book and birchen rod: 

but near 
He lingered, till at last all bathed in 

light 
Against the darkness that within pre

vailed 
Upon the threshold Mary stood re

vealed. 
Then all the lesser humans raised a 

cry 
And queried her voho by a'ti-toint-

ment held 
Sivay absolute luiihin the schoolroom 

•walls 
"Oh wherefore, what doth it be

token? Tell! 
That as the angels of high heaven to 

Cod 
Their endless adorations sing, the 

lamb 
With like devotion renders Mary 

love." 
Then of her wisdom she who taught 

spake thus. 
The while she laid aside her rod and 

book. 
"Long ere the lamb loved Mary, or 

had zvit 
To know her voice midst the chaotic 

noise 
Of mortal babble: ere that day had 

dawned. 
First Mary loved the lamb." 

Mr. Heathestone's determination to 
win the prize was so keen that he 
submitted two entries, but he forgot 
the prosaic formality of appending 
his address, an oversight of which 
his great model might, after all, have 
been guilty. He still has, therefore, 
the duty of informing the Saturday 
Revieiu office where he wishes his 
prize sent. 

The list of entries was very large, 
and the average of them surprisingly 
good. Unfortunately most of the 
competitors limited their efforts to a 
more or less close paraphrase of the 
invocation to Book I of "Paradise 
Lost," and in attempting to reproduce 
the Miltonic language and manner 
forgot that it was merely the medium 
for telling the story of Mary and her 
lamb. Nevertheless some of these 
paraphrases ' were exceedingly good, 
so good in fact that the final decision 
rested on the quality of moral ear
nestness in Mr. Heathestone's contri
bution, which seemed to me to come 
closer to the spirit of Milton than 
did the others. In the pure imitation 
of the Miltonic style and in the 
ability to capture the phrases of the 
original several of the other entries 
were superior to his, especially at the 
beginning, where his is weakest. 
L. M., the winner of last week's com
petition, came the nearest to sus
tained parody of the form. 

But Orpha Wellman succeeded bet
ter in conveying the movement and 
excitement of the famous scene in 
which the lamb is expelled. This 
quality of excitement is repeated sev
eral times in her long entry, but un
fortunately her choice of words is 
not always as ingenious and discrim
inating as it should be. 

RULES 

(Competitors failing to comply 
with rules will be disqualified.) 
I. Envelopes should be addressed to 
"The Competition Editor, The Satur-
urday Review of Literature, 2; West 
45th Street, New York City." The 
number of the competition (e.g., 
"Competition i " ) must be written on 
the top left-hand corner. 2. ALL 
MSS. must be legible—typewritten if 
possible—and should bear the name 
or pseudonym of the author. Com
petitors may offer more than one 
entry. MSS. cannot be returned. 3. 
The Saturday Review reserves the 
right to print the whole or part of 
any entry. 
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Fourth large printing 

"That large public composed of mature men and 
women who enjoy a book written from the ripe ex
perience of a broad-minded man who really knows 
the world, will find genuine pleasure in Mr. Train's 
novel."—Hartford Courant. 

AMBITION 
by 

Arthur Train 
A penetrat ing story of modern New York so
ciety and the conflict between a brilliant law
yer and an ambitious and beautiful woman. 

" In this novel, more than anywhere else, he has 
ruthlessly bared the ins and outs of the law as a 
career."—Bo.^ton Transcript. 

at all bookstores $2.50 

Charles Scribner 's Sons, New York 
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