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A Philo Vance Novel
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though, who will not be grieved by the
echo, but will be grateful for tales of the
sea by one who knows. They can be safely
recommended. Captain Marmur knows and
loves his shxp, loves and dreads his sea;
and what is more, he gets all this across.
On shore, as he frankly confesses, he is a
little less happy. Only one reservation
must be made. He mdulges in endless
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MIRROR OF YOUTH

By MARIAN KING

An antho]ogy that particularly stresses the great poems of the language that

have *

‘put a spirit of youth in everything.”

All poetry lovers will enjoy it.

Miss King has culled the older poetry from Shakespeare and Shelley, and the
great field of modern verse, ranging from Whitman and Kipling to Masefield,
Housman, Sandburg and Millay. Nearly Ready. $2. 00

\.
N
\

7

\,,,,,/,///
\§—

=

tenhouse.

Seventeenth
Century Lyrics

Edited by
NORMAN AULT

“Not until you hold in your hand Mr.
Ault’s book can you possibly gauge
the rich delight he has gathered for
us.”—Christopher Morley in The Sat-
urday Review. $3.50

The Land of ¢
the Children

By S. GUSSIEV
ORENBURGSKY
“This tale of Russia has
the epic quality of Victor
Hugo.  Deeply stirring
and significant.”-—Henry
W. Lanier, Goldrn Book.

$2.50
In its 2nd printing &

Black Valley
By HUGO WAST

The Royal Spanish Acad-
emy Prize Novel by the
most popular living writer
of South America.
mance of Argentina. $2.50 ing

In its 3rd printing

The Gobbler of God
By PERCY MACKAYE

“This is an amazingly original and interesting piece
of work. Mr. MacKaye has struck something entirely
out of the ordinary in his Kentucky Mountain field.
His description of the Gobbler of God and the conclave
of wild turkeys is superbly dramatic.”—Jessie B. Rit-

$2.00

Coquette

By GEORGE ABBOTT and
ANN PRESTON BRIDGERS

With an introduction by
Percy Hammond

The outstanding success of the Broad-
way season. T'hose who read this
striking play will understand why it
has had so enthusiastic a welcome.

$2.00

@ " The
Years Between

By PAUL FEVAL and
M. LASSEZ
D’Artagnan, the incom-
parable, and his gay
companions live again in

A vo- | this spirited story continu-

“The Three Muske-
teers,” Two  volumes,
boxed. $5.00

» In its 2nd printing

Write for particulars regarding the Longmans,
Green and Company Prize Novel Contest

LONGMANS, GREEN AND CO.
55 Fifth Ave., New York
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A MIRROK
W]I]TZHIBS

$2.50 With Woodcuts

CHRISTOPHER MORLEY says:

“Perfectly done. Undoubtedly Esther
Forbes was genuinely possessed of
infernal powers when she wrote this
darkly lustrous fable. To read it hum-
bly. as beautiful books should be read.
will give you a quicksilver horror.”

Houghton Mitflin Co.
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comment (like Conrad, but with a differ-
ence!) and one sometimes longs that he
would get on with his story a little faster.

QUICKSAND. By NELLA LARSEN. Knopf.

1928, $2.50.

Put together to a large extent from’auto-
biographical materials, Miss Larsen’s story
of the life and struggles of a mulatto wo-
man, the daughter of a negro man and a
Scandinavian woman, is no more than
mildly interesting. It has a distinctly cos-
mopolitan touch, as its principal character
moves from Tuskeegee, called Naxos in the
book, to the upper circles of Copenhagen
society, from Copenhagen to New York,
and from New York back to a little Ala-
bama town as the wife of a typical negro
minister of the revivalistic type.

Miss Larsen is herself the daughter of a
negro by a Danish woman, and most of the
important incidents of the book follow her
own life closely. She herself is married
to a Doctor of Philosophy from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, however, and it is in
her one direct departure from her own life
story as the framework of her book that
she becomes wholly unconvincing.  She
would have us believe that her young and
attractive mulatto woman, after life’ has
failed to please her, could fall in love with
and marry a man far beneath her in every
respect and be willing to bear his children—
one a year—and to endure the unutterable
stupidity of an Alabama village.

A great love even between two people so
different as her Helga Crane and the Rev-
erend Mr. Pleasant Green might account for
such strange behavior, but there is nothing
to indicate that any such feeling exists.

The silly assertion on the jacket of the
book that “it is almost the only Negro
novel of recent years which is wholly free
from the curse of propaganda” indicates, it
appears to this reviewer, that the jacketeer
has not read much of the new fiction deal-
ing with the negro. Most of it is alto-
gether free from propaganda, freer indeed,
than Miss Larsen’s book.

The style of the book is well-mannered
and touched here and there with beauty.
But its chief interest lies in the fact that its
principal character is a person of a quite
unusval mixture of blood rather than in
what she does or says or what happens to

her.

THE VIRGIN QUEENE,
PoweL, Jr.

By HarrorD
Little, Brown. 1928, $a2.

This novel begins, happily enough, with
a quotation from Sheridan and gracious
acknowledgments to such personages, real
and imagined, as Mr. M. A. De Wolfe
Howe, Mr. Ellery Sedgwick, and Barnham
Dunn. Mr. Howe and Mr. Sedgwick give
the book an air of scholarship and authority,
and Barnham Dunn gives it a central figure.
He is the hero, a successful advertising man
who goes to England on a sort of sabbatical
year and writes a play about Queen Eliza-
beth in blank verse so beautiful and true to
the time and manner of Shakespeare that
Dunn and a British coadjutor perpetrate a
gigantic hoax, The whole world, from
Oxford to Broadway, swallows “The Vir-
gin Queene” as a lost masterpiece of
Shakespeare.

The misadventures consequent upon the
hoax are not less probable than that such a
play could be written and palmed off on
the experts, by so complete a modern as the
author of optimistic little essays on Progress,
and Radio, and Owning Your Own Home.
But Mr. Powel does not seek very hard for
credibility. He just asks us to go along
with him and see what happens.

“The Virgin Queene” is not a pretentious
novel, It is distinctly “light,” hitting off
national traits, British and American, by
bringing into juxtaposition such character-
istic specimens of the two civilizations as
Dunn, the high priest of American opti-
mism, and Oxford scholars with bad man-
ners and unfathomable erudition.

Mr. Powel has made his hero, Dunn, in-
credibly naive, which is the conventional
way of treating the American innocent
abroad. To this convention he has added
the refinement of making Dunn an adver-
tising man and popular journalist, a facile
inspirational writer brewing strong magic
for the masses, sometimes cymcal sometimes
victimized by his own unction. Now an
editor, Mr. Powel himself has been in ad-
vertising, associated with the advertising
firm of Barton, Durstine & Osborn. His
book, “The Virgin Queene,” is an amusing
and whimsical tale told rapidly and with
considerable urbanity.

Tur Turee Davs’ TError. By J. S. Fletcher.
Clode. $2 net.

WuaT WoMEN FEAR.
Lippincott. $2.

Bruve Muroer. By Edmund Snell.

$2.

By Florence Riddell.

Lippincott.

Frame oF Tue DESERT.
Duffield. $2 net.

Pirate’s Face. By Norval Richardson.
Brown. $2.50 net.

THE Macic SkIN. By Honoré de Balzac.
(Beacon Library.) Little, Brown. $2 net.

Frorian Staprey Gors ABroap. By Octavus
Roy Coken. Little, Brown.

Cousin BeTrTe. By Honoré de Balzac.
con Library.) Little, Brown. $2 net.

NineTy-TurEs. By Victor Hugo. (Beacon
Library.) Little, Brown. $2 net.

BusiNess THE CiviLizer. By Earnest Elmo Cal-
kins. Little, Brown. $3 net.

IN Searcu oF OUR ANCESTORs. By Mary E.
Boyle. Little, Brown. $3.50 net

Tue BoNCHURCH EDITION oF THE COMPLETE
WOoRKS 0F ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE.
Vol. XIX, Life; Vol. XX, Bibliography;
Gabriel Wells.

PoriticiaNs AND MORALISTS oF THE NINE-

By Joseph B. Ames.

Little,

(Bea-

TEENTH CENTURY. By Emile Faguet. Little,
Brown. $4.50 net.

Tue Stume Farm. By Hilda Ro:e. |Little,
Brown. $2 net.

CromwEerr. By G. R. Stirling Taylor. Little,
Brown. $4 net.

LETTERs FROM My MiLr. By Alphonse Dau-
det. (Beacon Library.) Little, Brown. $2.
net,

Ostricu Eves. By Hilton Brewn. London.
Allen & Unwin.
GreaT SHorT NoOVvELs oF THE WorLp. Edited
by Barret? H. Clark., McBride. $5 net.
Tue Deserr MooNn MysTErRY. By Kay Cleaver
Strahan. Doubleday, Doran. $2 net.
Tuar GAv NINeTiEs MUkper. By Foxkall
Daingerfield. Doubleday, Doran. $2 net.
SuanNgrAl INN. By Frank L. Packard. Double-
day, Doran. $2 net.

Tue Minp Beaino Tue UNiverse. By Theo-
dore A. Miller. Stokes. $1.50.

ALICE I1N THE DELIGHTED STATES. By Edward
Hope., Dial. $2.50.

Tre GReEn Suabow. By Herman Landon.
Dial. $2.

Tue Gorpen Spur. By J. S. Fletcher. Dial.
$2.

Birp oF FreevoMm. By Hugh Pendexter. Bobbs-
Merrill.  $2.

- Miscellaneous

EDUCATION IN UTOPIAS. By GiLpo
Masso.  Teachers College, Columbia
Univ,, N. Y. 1927. $1.50.

. This volume is easily the most important
work on Utopias which has yet appeared,
being not, like most of the others, a mere
history of the subject, but a thorough study
of Utopian principles, The term “educa-
tion,” used as broadly as Mr. Masso uses it,
covers not only the function of the school,
but those of the home, the church, the state,
and the community as a whole, however
organized. None of the main issues of
Utopianism is ignored. The striking result
of Mr. Masso’s study is that he finds, in all
the leading Utopian schemes from Plato to
Wells, an unquestionable tendency toward a
substantial agreement on fundamental theses.
These theses may be summarized as the
idea of the subordination of the individual
to society, the active as opposed to the pas-
sive theory of government, belief in educa-
tion as the main agency of social improve-
ment, the doctrines of equality of oppor-
tunity and of equality of the sexes, eugenics,
and, finally, the social theory of property
whereby property rights are vested ultimate-
ly in the State. Furthermore, Mr. Masso
has no difficulty in showing tha- all these
main Utopian contentions are now generally
accepted in theory and are being to an in-
creasing degree adopted in practice.

MeTeoroLoGY. By D. Brumt, Oxford Press.
$1.

A Book oF FrencH WINEs.
Shand. Knopf.

ForEIGN ADVERTISING METHODS. By Charles
S. Hart. New York: The De Bower Pub-
lishing Co., Inc.

CoLLECTOR’s CHOICE.
Greenberg. $2.

THE StorYy oF PusLic UTILITIES.
Hungerford. Putnam.

1 Go A-Fisuing. By J. Brunton Blaikie.
London: Arnold.

By P. Morton

By John T. Winterick.

By Edward

Travel

TAMBO. By JaAMEs JENKINS.

1928, $2.

“Tambo” is Spanish-American for way-
side inn, and Mr. Jenkins attaches it to his
Peruvian impressions because part of them
are strung along a mule-back journey up
into the high Sierras where zambos are few,
but welcome when they come.

His aim appears to be to give the “feel”
of Peru, both that of frivolous, sad old
Lima, and of the provincial town and
Indian country, and to do this he chooses
a form which is neither “travel book” nor
fiction, but a hybrid between the two, in
which things are seen and felt through the
senses of a young American named Joel.

Joel is sensitive to a good deal, and often
rather intelligently, but for a gentleman
with a Down East name he slings English
at a great rate (“the green yer nostalgic

(Continued on page 9oo)

McBride.
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On “Sets” of Books

By ALICE DALGLIESH

T HERE are two reasons why [ am in-
terested in this question. ‘The first
of these reasons is Deborah. When Deborah
was four years old her mother asked me
to prescribe for a strange and alarming
complaint—entire lack of interest in stories.
“I suppose it is really my fault,” the
mother said. “Deborah has had very few
tndividual books and all the stories I have
read to her have been from a story col-
lection that I bought when she was a baby.
Perhaps you could help me to make stories
interesting?”  So, as the books of selected
stories were illustrated in only two colors,
we decided that Deborah had been starved
for color and the first books we chose for
her were colorful. There was “Poppy Seed
Cakes” with its vivid pictures, “The Twins
and Tabiffa,” with charming child-like
illustrations in full color, Leslie Brooke’s
amusing Three Bears, and some particularly
gay Swedish picture-story books. It was
almost certain that if Deborah had only
made the acquaintance of stories in large,
cumbersome volumes she would like some
tiny books to carry around with her. We
added to her library “Russian Picture
Tales,” the small editions of “Peter Rab-
bit” and “Little Black Sambo,” and Rachel
Field’s cheerful little “Alphabet for Boys
and Girls.” This was just a beginning.
Deborah’ library has grown steadily and
she loves books.

The other reason for my interest is that
whenever I talk to a group of adults about
books for children there are sure ta be
questions as to the advisibility of buying
some particular set of books. “Sets” seem
to have a curious fascination for some of
us. They look so well on the shelves in
their neat liveries of blue or red or green.
The material they contain is so comfortably
selected and arranged and catalogued, and
it relieves the owner of all responsibility
for thinking or choosing!

Another explanation of the popularity
of sets of books is the persuasive and per-
sistent way in which they are advertised.
The publishers of a “home library” or
“home educator” put all their ingenuity and
effort into getting that particular set of
books before the public. They advertise
widely and alluringly, making the most
extravagant statements. They offer an at-
tractive bonus and give brief courses in
salesmanship so that their salesmen go out
armed with arguments before which the
ordinary human is powerless. Not so long
ago a mother said to a friend of mine:

I'm very much worried. Yesterday a book agent
came to the house and he said, when I refused
to buy the expensive set of books he was selling,
that I was criminally neglecting my child. Do
you think I am?

A business man told me that on his return
from the office one evening he found his
wife regretting the fact that she had signed
up for a set of books which the salesman
had almost hypnotized her into believing
to be essential to her child’s education. The
baby was then one year old!

K S

This does not mean that all sets of books
are undesirable or that they are always sold
by unscrupulous methods. The question is
entirely one of relative values. While some
sets of books are almost werthless others are
useful to those who can afford to buy them
avithout being limited as to the purchase of
other books. Take one of the best known
and most widely advertised sets of books
for children, “My Bookhouse.” This is a
set of five books containing stories for
children of different ages. On the whole
the stories are well selected and arranged
but the books for older children are too
fragmentary in their presentation of “bits”
from the classics. If parents can afford it
such a collection may supplement children’s
reading but as their main literary diet em-
phatically NO. Think what can be done
with the fifty or sixty dollars that is the
price of a set of books! This amount will
buy twenty-five or thirty books each of
which will have its own delightful individ-
uality, its own type of illustration, its own
gay cover, The friendly little Peter Rab-
bit book with its fascinating pictures means

far more to a child than Peter Rabbit as a
story without individuality lost among
others in a large volume. This also ap-
plies to books in series. Publishers tend
to put out a series of classics in a uniform
binding and a few of these go a long way.
Look back to your childhood and think of
the slim blue book that was “Alice in Won-
derland,” the stubby brown one that was
“Robinsen Crusoe,” the worn green “Swiss
Family.” You found them on the shelves
by their size and color, even now you can
visualize their individuality of print and
picture. Would you have had the same
friendly feeling for them if they had been
in a uniform edition? It is a question worth
considering.

Perhaps the worst offenders are expensive
sets of books which claim that they provide
all the material necessary for “character-
building.” One of the most absurd of these
includes a cross-cataloguing device by which
one may find a story to fit every occasion.
When a child tells a lie the appropriate
character-building story will be found listed
under “honesty” while if it is courage we
wish to develop we must read him the
stories listed under this heading! I have seen
a little girl of five put her hands over her
ears whemever she thought anyone was go-
ing to tell a story. She did this because
her previous experience with stories had
been “moral tales” told whenever she was
naughty. There is no surer way to develop
a dislike for literature than to use—or
rather misuse—it in this way,

There are other sets of books besides
those which present selections from litera-
ture and there is more excuse for the en-
cyclopedic set than for any other. Children
are animated question marks and somewhere
there must be answers for their endless
stream of questions. A well illustrated en-
cyclopedia such as “Compton’s Pictured
Encyclopedia” or “The World Book” is an
asset to a home in which there are children.
“The Book of Knowledge” is very popular
with children and with parents. Tt has its
strong points; its weak ones are that it at-
tempts to be a home educator as well as an
encyclopedia and to give an introduction to
almost every subject under the sun.

At least three or four “home educator”
sets are now on the market under different
and enticing names. Some of them may be
of use to parents whose children cannot go
to school. Tt is well, however, in consid-
ering a set of this kind to have the opinion
and advice of some expert who can tell
whether the material in the books is up-
to-date and educationally sound. One at-
tractive looking home kindergarten set is
based on faulty psychology and presents
methods of teaching that are fast becom-
ing obsolete.

In general it is safe to be both critical
and skeptical with regard to sets of books
for they are too expensive to warrant ex-
perimentation.

Nowadays there are excellent books avail-
able to help those who wish to do their own
selecting. Among these are:

Tue CuILDREN’s Reaping. By Frances Jenkins

Olcorz. Houghton Mifflin. $2.

This is a new edition of a reliable guide. A
chapter on picture books and illustrators has
been added and this should be helpful to those
who are choosing books for younger children.
ADVENTURES IN ReapING. By May Lamberton

Becker. Stokes. $2.

A very delightful book which is intended to
interest older boys and girls in the right kind
of reading.

The Horn Book.

This is a magazine published four times a
year by the Bookshop for Boys and Girls in
Boston. It gives interesting and discriminating
reviews of books for children and is well worth
the subscription price of a dollar.

GOOD BUT FORGOTTEN

LTHOUGH my oldest brother and I

had many books of our own when we
were children, we looked with envious eyes
upon the bookcase of our in-between-
brother and set him apart in our minds as a
person of rezl distinction,—all this because
he owned a slender volume bound in bright
blue and printed with wide margins, called
“The Gold Thread.”

There were several reasons for its pre-
ciousness: first of all none of the neighbor-
hood had ever heard of the book and so
we could lend it with assured superiority.

Then it was written by Norman MacLeod
in far-away Canada, and best of all it was
so full of exciting and unusual adventure
that we could read it over and over with
always the same thrill. We would follow
Eric through the forest where the gold
thread pointed the path, and would hold
our breath as he dropped it to pursue a
silver-winged bird. Foolish! Of course
we would never do that. Then on through
storm and darkness to the robbers’ castle
where Eric was held a prisoner for two
days, and then escapes by the help of Wolf,
the swineherd. There are still many
terrifying adventures ahead of him but we
are glad to remember that at last he finds
again the gold thread and is brought safely
to his father’s house,

This book was published in Toronto by
the Rose Belford Publishing Company.

Another splendid book published much
later but equally difficult to find nowadays
is “The Secret of Old Thunderhead,” by
Louise Godfrey Irwin,—a story of mystery
and adventure on a Vermont farm and the
girls and boys who took part in it, Just the
jolly description of everyday farm life is
entertainment enough, but added to this is
the finding of the secret cave, and the secret
itself, which brings not only amazement
but great happiness to this interesting Ver-
mont family. A real book, about many
real happenings in the author’s childhood.

HELEN UNDERHILL,

WOMAN
IN FLIGHT

Wazteh the nerviewunt [g g& g}
At all booksellers

$2.50
BONI & LIVERIGHT, N.Y,

> A4 GUIDE POST
TO CORRECT SPEECH

If you read, write, or talk the
English language, this book
will be of inestimable value.

CROWELL’S DICTIONARY
of ENGLISH GRAMMAR

and Handbook of American Usage
by Maurice H. Weseen

Cloth, $4.50—Thumb Indexed, $5.00

Leather, $6.00—Thumb Indexed, $6.50

Thomﬁs Y.Crowell Co., 393 4th Ave.,New York
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. By VERNON L. PARRINGTON 3
N
‘i Professor of English in the University of Washington %;
i VoLUME ONE: THE COLONIAL MIND @1
B N
N _Volume One is a study of theocratic New England as exem- N
N plified by John Cotton, Thomas Hooker, Cotton Mather; of the
g Ratlpnahstlc Eighteenth Century, with Benjamin Franklin as a Q
N leading figure; and of the Revolution and the clash of liberal N
\q and conservative principles, represented respectively by Jeffer- \
X son and Hamilton, in the forming of the Constitution. Q
N
v VoLUME Two: THE RomaNTIC REVOLUTION IN AMERICA N
% Volume Two treats of the reaction in America to the liberal N
philosophy of France. Particular attention is given to the mind A
8 of the South as represented by Virginia and by the frontier N
% West, and the contrast between the plantation mind and the %
& mind of the industrial East and transcendental New England. N\
N N
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N m does a work receive such enthusiastic comments N
I3 . :
N from layman and scholar alike as are given below: §
N N
N o Henry Seidel Canby, The Saturday Review F\;
% This is a work of the first importance, lucid, comprehensive, accurate N
N as sound scholarship should be, and also challenging, original in its
v tl}mkllng, shrewd, .a_nd sometimes brilliant. Indeed it is the book which N
& historians and critics of American literature have been waiting and N
N hoping for.” 0
The New York Times §
PIt is really an astounding gallery of American figures that Professor =
arrington has brought within the compass of a single work. Bio- N
N graphically it is unquestionably the richest historical study that this N
\ country has yet produced.” N
S A
N Fred Lewis Pattee, The New York Sun N
N By far the best history of American literature that has yet appeared.”
A S
§ The Boston Transcript X
Iy “There is something fascinating in studying American history in N
N thought, ideas, ideals—the chapters being men's lives and books. This D
N getting at the 1n51d§ of a nation’s development instead of its chronology, %
its presidents and its wars, is in itself a romance. Would that we had
v a college course like this in our day!” N
N
% Charles A. Beard, The Nation 2
\ hHed has written a truly significant book; according to signs on every
= and, a work that promises to be epoch-making, sending exhilarating N\
g gusts through the deadly miasma of academic criticisms.” '\:
N 0
g Each volume, $4.00 S
N =
§ Harcourt, Brace and Company \
% 383 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK N
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