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The New Books 
T h e books listed by title only in 

received. M a n v of 

the classified list below are noted here as 

them wil l be reviewed la ter . 

Art 
S K Y S C R A P E R S O F N E W Y O R K . By 

V E R N O N H O W E B A I L E Y . R u d g e . 1928. 

N e w Yorkers who have suddenly awak
ened to the g r o w i n g majesty of their tu r -
reted city wil l discover anew its picturesque-
ness in the i l lustrat ions assembled in this 
vo lume. M r . Bailey has selected for his 
black and white d rawings soine of the most 
imposing indiv idual bui ld ings and some of 
the most effectively massed groups of sky
scrapers. T h e publishers have given to his 
d rawings the aid of a handsome volume, 
wi th l a rge pages, fine paper , and broad mar
gins on which the sketches are admi rab ly 
reproduced. It is a publication to rejoice in. 
CYCLES OF TASTE. By Frank P. Chambers. 

Harvard Press. $2. 

Belles Lettres 
T H E A N E C D O T E S A N D E G O T I S M S 

O F H E N R Y M A C K E N Z I E , 1 7 4 5 - 1 8 3 1 . 
Edited by H A R O L D W I L L I A M T H O M P S O N . 

Oxfo rd Universi ty Press. 1927. 

Af te r ly ing in manuscr ipt for over a 
hundred years, these papers have now finally 
seen the l igh t in pr in t . Mackenzie was the 
true man of letters in the number of his 
l i te rary contacts. I t is true that his Anec
dotes add no th ing considerable to wha t was 
a l ready known about D a v i d H u m e , Adam 
Smith, James Boswell , Rober t Burns , Sir 
W a l t e r Scott, Viscount Melvi l le , Wi l l i am 
Pi t t , and hundreds of other persons in Scot
l and and E n g l a n d , more or less f amous , 
w h o m Mackenzie had k n o w n in the course 
of his l o n g life which began on the day 
Pr ince Char les landed in 1745. But they 
are c h a r m i n g to read, and wi th their details 
of manners and customs, and the int imate 
glimpses of so m a n y interest ing people, they 
give the modern reader a pleasant and 
fami l i a r acquaintance with life in Ed in 
b u r g h d u r i n g one of its most l ively l i te rary 
and most impor tan t pol i t ical periods. 

A t eighty years of age when he wro te 
out his "Anecdotes , " Mackenzie had long 
outl ived the sensibility of " T h e M a n of 
F e e l i n g " ; he was not the Addison of the 
Nor th who wrote the Lounger; he was an 
amiable , sensible old gen t leman, wi th a 
sense of h u m o r and some wi t , w h o had all 
his l i fe carr ied off characters and anecdotes 
f rom the dinners where he was so popu la r 
a guest. H e knew h o w to ta lk , and he 
talked in the "Anecdotes . " 

It is to be regret ted that the Burns anec
dotes were missing f rom the manuscr ipt , but 
even wi thou t them it was very much wor th 
publ ishing. A f t e r r ead ing the letters about 
E d i n b u r g h in " H u m p h r e y C l inke r , " one 
migh t wel l pause to make a more leisurely 
acquaintance wi th the city by r ead ing the 
"Anecdotes and Ego t i sms" of H e n r y 
Mackenz ie . 

M r . T h o m p s o n has a r r anged the "Anec
do tes" in appropr ia te enough groups , fu r 
nished a b iographica l index of more than 
six hundred names, and wri t ten a neat 
in t roduct ion that promises wel l f o r his 
f o r t h c o m i n g b iography of the "Addison of 
the N o r t h . " 
THOUGHTS WITHOUT WORDS. By Clarence Day. 

Knopf. $3.50. 
STUDIES IN SOMBRE. By James Sydney Johnson. 

San Francisco: Windsor Press. 
T H E GRUB STREET JOURNAL. By James T. 

Hillhouse. Duke University Press. %%. 
T H E STUDY OF LITERATURE. By Louise Dudley. 

Houghton Mifflin. J j , 
PLEASANT PATHWAYS. By Wilhelmina JJarper 

and Aymer Jay Hamihon. Macmlllan. 
SPOKESMEN. By T. K. Whipple. Appleton. 

$2.50. 
STUDY OF LITERATURE. By Louise Dudley. 

Houghton Mifflin. $^. 

Biography 
I E S C A P E ! By C A P T A I N J . L. H A R D Y . 

D o d d , M e a d . 1928. $2. 

W e have read but one other vo lume ( there 
have not been m a n y ) of German pr ison-
camp reminiscences which r iva l led this fo r 
interest of na r ra t ive , and fo r its po r t r aya l 
of sheer tenacity of purpose, and the extra
o r d i n a r y fe r t i l i ty of resource used by the 
a u t h o r in s t r iv ing to regain his f reedom. 
T a k e n by the enemy ear ly in the w a r . Cap
tain , then Lieutenant , H a r d y broke prison 
f o u r t imes f rom as many different bases 
of confinement, but a f te r each exploit was 
quickly recaptured . H e thus passed three 
and a ha l f years unde r German restraint , 
unt i l finally, wi th a bro ther officer, escap
ing f rom Schweidni tz pr ison-camp, aided by 
remarkab ly fo rged papers , he t ravel led 
s t ra ight across the breadth of Germany into 
Be lg ium. N o r were the intrepid pa i r too 
late fo r a crack at the enemv, a crack so 

lusty on Hardy ' s pa r t that it gained him 
his captaincy and his citations f o r va lo r , 
though at the cost of losing a leg. W e 
recommend the book as a s t i r r ing contr ibu
tion to pract ical ly the one branch of w a r 
l i terature which has not been done to death. 

S E R V I C E R E C O R D . By an Ar t i l l e ryman , 
L. V. J A C K S . Scribner. 1928. $2. 
Still the w a r books come—novels , t rue 

and fictional short stories, memoirs , histo
ries, d ia r ies—and the th ing about them that 
impresses us is the compara t ive ly excellent 
reading to be found in the major i ty ra ther 
than the formidable bulk of them in the 
mass. T h e present capable, f rank , unsenti
mental record by a machine-gun pr iva te and 
cannoneer of the 119th Field Ar t i l l e ry , 32nd 
Division, describes the g r u e l l i n g pa r t p layed 
by his outfit in the three g rea t Amer ican 
offensives of the summer and fal l of 1918, 
the Aisne -Marne , the Oise-Aisne, the Meuse-
Argonne . In wr i t i ng of the losses sustained 
by the regiment d u r i n g its last five months 
under almost constant fire, t h rough al l of 
which he served, the au thor says: " O u t of 
1,700 men with which the regiment had 
started, there were less than 1,000 now, 
and near ly 700 of them were replacements ." 
E n o u g h said. 

T H E DIARY OF SAMUEL RODMAN. Edited by 

Zephaniah W. Pease. New Bedford, Mass.: 
Reynolds Printing Co. 

HAVELOCK ELLIS, PHILOSOPHER OF LOVE. By 

Houston Peterson. Houghton Mifflin. $4.50. 
LETTERS FROM A FLYING OFFICER. By Rothe

say Stuart Worthley. Oxford University 
Press. $2.50. 

CAPTAI.N JACK. By Henry Oulerbridge. Cen
tury. $2. 

LINCOLN OR L E E . By William E. Dodd. Cen
tury. $2. 

SOME MEMORIES OF A SOLDIER. By Hugh Lenox 

Scott. Century. $5. 

Economics 
AND WE.^LTH. By Lotiis 1. Duili. 

ly dement Wood, Mc-
Arthur Garfield Hays, 

HEALTH 

Harpers. 
T H E TAKIFK ON ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE OILS. 

By Philip G. Wright. Macmlllan. $2.50. 
SOVIET TRADE UNIONS. By Robert W. Dunn. 

Vanguard. $1. 
DON'T TREAD ON M E . 

.ilister Colefnanj and 
Vanguard. $1. 

T H E REMEDY FOR OVERPRODUCTION .^ND U N -

EMPLOVMENT. By Hugo Bilgram. Vanguard. $1. 

Fiction 
T H E ' I W I S T E D T E N D R I L . By A L I C E 

G L A S G O W . Stokes. 1928. $2.50. 
T h i s is historical romance in the most 

modern manner , swif t , al lusive, and ful l of 
rhetor ical device. Miss Glasgow has wr i t 
ten of J o h n Wilkes B o o t h ; of his love 
affair wi th Denise Vernay , a Southern 
beauty who sees him play in R i c h m o n d ; of 
his sympathy wi th Southern secessionists; of 

his g r a d u a l entrance into a par tnership of 
conspiracy wi th Lewis Payne , a fiery zea lo t ; 
of the inclusion of M r s . Surat t , A rno ld , and 
Atzerodt in the p l o t ; and of the assassination 
of Lincoln . T h e story is dexterously told, 
wi th an incisiveness and a brisk indication 
of a tmosphere and historical detai l which 
reminds us f requent ly of Joseph Herges -
heimer. T h e a u t h o r treats Booth sympa
thetically, but wi th the sympathy of com
passion and not of a d m i r a t i o n ; his streak of 
insanity is te l l ing ly indicated w i t h o u t being 
overemphasized. T h e final scenes of the 
pursui t , the escape across the Rappahannock , 
and the death at dawn in the d o o r w a y of 
Gar re t t ' s ba rn are especially we l l done. 
T h e book is not l i te ra ture , but it is his
tor ical en ter ta inment of an unusual ly good 
kind. 

T H E SON. By H I L D U R D I X E L I U S . B u t 

ton. 1928 . $2. 

T h i s is a tale of pr imi t ive f o l k told in 
the simplest of prose. Such real i ty and 
charm as it possesses arise f rom its f o r t h -
rightness, its air of wishing to say as di
rectly as possible just w h a t happened. Sara 
Alal ia , the heroine of M r . Dixel ius 's ear l ier 
work , " T h e Minis ter ' s D a u g h t e r , " is aga in 
pro tagonis t , t h o u g h the s tory is ostensibly 
about Sara 's son. O u r interest in Er ik , 
however , is a lways secondary. Indeed, we 
see h im chiefly—in so f a r as we see h im 
at a l l — t h r o u g h his mo the r ' s letters and 
diaries. These , w i th their m i n g l i n g of 

{Continued on next fage) 
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A Thousand and One 
Nighli With America's 
Gayest Party Throtvers 

Frank Crowninshitld 
Alexander Woollcot* 
R o b e r t Sherwood 
Robert Benchley 
Heywood Broun 
Lee Wilson Dodd 
hjerbert B. Swope 
Rube Goldberg 
Carl Van Dorcn 
Henry S. Canby 
Marion Davies 
Deems Taylor 
John Held. Jr. 
H.T.Webster 

Serge 
Koussevitsky 
W.C. Fields 
Milt Gross 
and scores 
of others 

One ami. 

• ^ X " \ T H F N tKp r i n r k n n rVip m a n t e l apta I WHEN the clock on the mantel gets 
around to 9 P. M.; when your guests 

begin to fidget and to "wonder about trains"; 
when they sit with open mouths (unfortu
nately with one hand upraised before each 
respective mouth); then, rich or poor, young 
or old, spry or decrepit, blonde or brunette, 
one big question looms before every anx
ious host and every harassed hostess: 

/ 

What II We Do Now? 
W W 1 (Vie Pledged to break down the wall between guest and Host, ready 

, . „ and tV>' 
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toa' k e 

1 guest and host, ready 
with "first aid till the milkman comes", Messrs. Longstreth and 
Holton, editors and compilers of "What'U We Do Noui?", 
present in this handy life-saving opus the favorite games upon 
which scores of celebrities (see partial list herewith) always 
depend to pull any party out of its 9 o'clock slough of despond. 
This is the sure-fire stuff without which the social fabric of 
America's cleverest people would quickly turn to drab burlap. 
The games are tested, authentic, workable. This book tells how. 

S I M O N A N D S C H U S T E R ' Publishers < 37 West 5 7 t h Street , N e w York 
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POOR LITTLE FOOL 
isn't a knockout, 
I'm a hobo."_UPTON SINCLAIR 

^ Some say Fulton Oursler's new 
novel is the strongest argument yet 
for companionate marriage. 
^ O t h e r s say it explodes the 
whole theory. 

^ Everybody agrees it is a fas
cinating and Sirilling story. 

Poor Little Fool 
'By FULTON OURSLER 

Price ^2.00 HARPER BC BROTHERS 

"A splendid collection . . . by writers 
who have real standing."—THE N E W 
YORKER. 

The Black Cap 
N e w Stories of 

Murde r and Mystery 
Compiled by 

CYNTHIA ASQUITH 
Containing the first publication of 
J. M. Barrie's "Shall We Join the 
Ladies?" and new stories by Hugh 
Walpole, D. H. Lawrence, Arthur 
Machen, Somerset Maugham and 
other famous authors. 

At all bookstores 

$2.00 SCRIBNERS 

Ŝ. 
THE ''^ 

DECORATIVE 
ARTS OF TODAY 
IN WORDS AND 
PICTURES 

' ^ / , ©. 

By PAULT. rCANI^L 
The book you have been waiting for, by 
America's foremost authority. With 
over a hundred illustrations. $6.00 

PAyX€N & GLACI^E 
LTD • NOV y c c r 

The HISTORY of 

OLD ALEXANDRIA 
VIRGINIA 

From 1749 to 1861. 

By MARY G . POWELL 
In an edition limited to 1000 
copies, with 12 illustrations. 

DISTRIBUTED BY THE AUTHOR 

BRADDOCK H EIGHTS , ALEXANDRIA .VA. 

The highway to— 

HAPPINESS ^ 
by 

WILLIAM LYON PHELPS 

$1.00 
14 Large Printings 

E. P. Dutton & Co. 
681 Fifth Avenue 
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1»41 BROADWAY. New York City 
iaiHWiiiiiuwiiiiiiiHDflniiHnnmiiiiMiHiiHiiHiiiuHnHttniuniBi 

The Wits' Weekly 
Conducted by EDWARD DAVISON 

Cofnfetilion No. 33. A prize of fifteen dollars is offered for the best "Bal
lade of Dead Poets." (Entries should reach the Saturday Review office, 25 
West 45th Street, not later than the morning of June 11.) 

Comfetition No. 34. A prize of fifteen dollars is offered for the most 
amusing "Poem with a Serious Moral" in not more than forty lines of rhymed 
heroic verse. (Entries should reach the Saturday Review office not later than 
the morning of June 18.) 

Competitors' attention is called to the rules printed below. 

On the children of her blood. 
The lion, lord of tfie torrid zone. 

The lynx of the nort/iem vMod, 
The vain Angora with velvet fur. 

The Tom with the tooth-torn ear—• 
All heard her call: 
"Good hunting, all. 

For the whole of the glad New 
Year!" 

T H E T H I R T I E T H COMPETI
TION 

The prize of fifteen dollars of
fered for the best Inscription for a 
Memorial to President Wilson at Ge
neva has been awarded to Dorothy 
Romans. 

T H E PRIZE INSCRIPTION 
jCJ E zvas one <who sanu too far 

For those who see things as they 
are. 

DOROTHY ROMANS. 

Most of the entries were very 
weak. Nobody successfully attempted 
prose except on the lines of obvious 
statement. Much as I admired the 
adequate simplicity of the innumera
ble entries that read merely "Wood-
row Wilson. 1856-1924. The Great 
American Citizen, Teacher, War 
President, Lover of Peace and Unity 
of Nations" (to take a typical in
stance) I could not find it in my 
heart to let fifteen dollars go so 
easily. Miss Dorothy Romans, I 
think, thoroughly deserves the prize. 
Possibly the kind of committee that 
is usually allowed to select such in
scriptions would prefer the less chal
lenging couplet by Mary Isabelle 
O'Sullivan. 

Pause not, O Stranger, in your fight. 
Know well 

My vision conquers, though my 
banner fell. 

This seemed to me slightly too con
ventional. Deborah C. Jones deserves 
special praise for five vital lines. 

The luild Itawks in the sky 
Gaze mile on mile, but •wheel 
Their lonely loay too high 
For us to knovt), luho feel 

Rather than hear their shrill frofhetic 
cry. 

But I could not quite see this as an 
inscription much as I admired it as a 
striking metaphor. The only other 
notable entry in a batch larger than 
the average was by Homer M. Par
sons; 

Then let there not be words, Vihen 
words but scar 

The stone they're cut in. Words and 
stone shall crumble. 

Dreams, rattier \ That abiding Peace 
may come. 

Who then shall muse on bronze or 
faltid mjxrble? 

This seems to be a variation of An
alyzed Rhyme which is catching on in 
California. Of the less original in
scriptions W. V. Zahniser's stands out. 
"He labored for the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Isaiah—They shall beat 
their swords into plowshares and their 
sfears into fruning-hooks: nation 
shall not lift uf svyord against na
tion, neither shall they learn viar any 
more." Lyday Sloanoker and H. C. 
Lucas also deserve mention. 

I am glad to have space to print 
some verses held over from recent 
competitions. 

Lyrics without S or And. 

/ . HOLY CAT 

The Mother Cat looked down from 
the moon 

0 Mother! uf on the cold, blue roof. 
Where you keef no law/ of man. 

Be thanked for the voice, tlie tooth, 
the claw 

That you gave to your tiger clan! 
May you never fail of a fighting 

pawl, 
Be the weather fair or foul! 

Your prey be meat 
For a queen to eat 

Wherever you care to provjl! 
CLARIBEL WEEKS AVERY. 

/ / . ANTICIPATION 
When I've a garden all my own 
No pretty plant ivill there be grovm; 
I'll have no luxckneyed mignonette. 
No pale, poetic violet; 
No timid blue forget-me-not 
Will fringe my little garden plot. 
1 knovj there never will be room 
For fragrant prim, or old tim,e 

bloom. 

But I will have a well-raked bed 
For lettuce-leaf, for cabbage-head, 
A burial-m^und for celery, 
A pole for bean, a fence for pea; 
In place of picking a bouquet 
I'll dig one out of loamy clay; 
Muddy I'll bear it in my lap 
To bathe it at the water-tap; 
Then, dipping from the tub beneath. 
Crunch a wee carrot tvnxt my teeth. 
Clean orange, dripping icy cold 
Flavored wtth earthy tang of mold. 
Next pull a lettuce-head apart 
To find the curly, tight-packed heart, 
Then nibble for a final bite 
One little onion, pearly w>hite. 

"Fox BUTLER." 

/ / / . DER ATLAS 
{Translated from Heine) 

Woe upon me! huge-burdened! 
doomed to bear 

A world of grief that never will 
depart— 

A world of woe unbearable—Ah me! 
I bear it in my heart! 

O haughty heart, behold thy lifelong 
dream; 

Thy dream of utter joy beyond be
lief— 

Or utter woe . . . . O burdened, 
Itaughty heart, 

Bear now thine utter grief! 
LEONARD DOUGHTY. 

RULES 

Competitors failing to comply with 
the following rules will be disquali
fied. Envelopes should be addressed 
to Edward Davison. The Saturday 
Revie^u of Literature, 25 West 45th 
Street, New York City. All MSS. 
must be legible—typewritten if pos
sible—and should bear the name or 
pseudonym of the author. Com
petitors may offer more than one en
try. MSS. cannot be returned. The 
Editor's decision is final and The 
Saturday Review reserves the right to 
print the whole or part of any entry. 

The New Books 
Fiction 

{Continued from preceding page) 

pious reflections, family news, and prac
tical suggestions, have a curiously appealing 
quality and the very flavor of actuality. 
One can well believe that just such naive, 
earnest, and God-fearing people lived in the 
northern part of Sweden in the early part 
of the nineteenth century j one even sur

mises that the author may have drawn upon 
family archives for her material. 

T H E GILDED CARAVAN. By A L I C E 
WOODS. Minton, Balch. 1927. $2.50. 
Americans abroad, be they innocent or 

otherwise, fall easily into three groups, 
each one of which is receiving attention 
from American writers at present. There 
are the simple tourists, whose narrated ex
ploits seem to amuse no one more than the 
tourists themselves; and there is the "Dome" 

coterie who may wander occasionally into 
Spain on piscatory amatory adventures, 
but whose natural habitat is the Rive 
Gauche; and then there are the wealthy 
Americans who buy up foreign villas or 
chateaux and expatriate themselves more or 
less permanently. "The Gilded Caravan" 
carries members of the last class. 

A young American couple, "too ric:h to 
be ambitious," go to Europe for their honey
moon—and stay. They move from one 
hotel de luxe to another, from the Riviera 
to Paris, and from Paris to Trouville and 
around again, "following the strawberries." 
Money and excitement make up their days 
and nights. On the surface they appear to 
have everything that the world might envy. 
Underneath? An English character sums 
it up—"The American way. New people. 
Don't know how to idle. Puritan con
science, got to be doing things." But they 
go on doing nothing. Back to America, 
then back to France. A frantic attempt to 
touch life and a constant, though unack
nowledged failure to do so. They call them
selves, laughingly, do-nothings; they feel 
themselves, bitterly, on-lookers. Through 
their glittering world Alice Woods tracks 
them as mercilessly as Hogarth tracked the 
progress of his Rake. The brilliant settings, 
the feverish activities, and the crowds of 
characters are never permitted to obscure 
the futility of the central figures. "The 
Gilded Caravan" is an important page to 
be fitted into the fictional loose-leaf note
book on La Cojnedie Americaine. , _< 
T H E KEY OF LIFE. By FRANCIS BRETT 

YOUNG. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
1928. $2 .50 . 

The first portions of this latest novel by 
Francis Brett Young, the accounts of the 
heroine's environment and family in Eng
land, of her meeting with the young archffi-
ologist to whom she becomes engaged, and 
of her trip to Egypt where her wedding is 
to take place, though interesting, and though 
enlivened by veracious personalities, are but 
a prologue to the real story. They tend 
subsequently to grow shadowy as the story 
advances, despite the fact that the character 
drawing is excellent. 

In the third book, however, the basic 
idea of the novel comes to view; it is strik
ing, original, and powerful, even to the 
reader with no personal knowledge of 
Egypt. Mr. Young depicts the constant 
contrast and struggle between ancient and 
modern Egypt—the life of today laboring 
against the domination of the past. It is 
against the dead hand of the past that Ruth 
and Bezuidenhout rebel; their rebellion is 
graphically and powerfully portrayed in 
opposition to the interest and the devo
tion of the archaeologists. 

FUN OF THE FAIR. By Eden Phillpotts. (Wide-
combe Edition.) MacmiUan. 

BROTHER MAN. By Eden Phillpotis. (Wide-
combe Edition.) Macmillan. 

PILGRIMS OF THE IMPOSSIBLE. By Coningsby 

Dazvson. Doubleday, Doran. $2.50 net. 
WAY OF SACRIFICE. By Fritz von Unruh. K.nopf. 

$2.50. 

(Continued on page 920) 
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delightful books 

BY 

EDWARD DAVISON 

SOME 
MODERN POETS 

This well-known poet, who 
has been enthusiastically received 
in every part of the country, 
here presents a brilliant expo-
sition of convention and tradi
tion in poetry, with essays on 
Masefield, Lindsay, Walter de la 
Mare and others. $2.00. 

HARVEST 
OFYOUTH 

Lyric verse, possessing singu
larly beautiful and melodious 
qualities, sually absent from 
contem- y poetry. $2.00. 

er & Brothers 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


