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Books of Special Interest 
Civil War Letters 

WAR LETTERS, 186Z-1865, of J O H N 
CHIPMAN GRAY and JOHN CODMAN 

ROPES. Boston: Houghton MifBin Co. 
1928. $7.50. 

Reviewed by W I L L I A M MACDONALD. 

T T would be interesting to know whether 
-•• any one today writes such long, de­
tailed, and worthwhile letters about himself 
and his doings as Worthington C. Ford, the 
indefatigable and incomparable editor of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, has here 
collected. From the moment when Gray, 
destined to be for forty years one of the 
most distinguished professors of the Harvard 
Law School, entered the Union army, where 
he became in due course a major and judge 
advocate, he poured out upon his friend 
Ropes, who continued his law practice at 
Boston, a veritable stream of correspondence 
of varied content, to which Ropes replied 
with another stream equally varied and con­
siderably more substantial. Neither, however, 
descended to disquisition, and the letters keep 
throughout the informal and familiar tone 
which distinguishes good letter-writing from 
other form of narration. By the time the 
war was over and the friends were reunited, 
the correspondence, including a few letters 
to members of Gray's family, had run to 
what is now five hundred pages of print. 

Gray, who appears to have gone to the 
front in a hurry in October, 1862, and who 
had some difficulty in getting his commis­
sion straightened out and connecting with 
his regiment, does not seem to have taken 
the war any too seriously at first, and to 
the end was repeatedly turning from his 
military duties to his reading. One of his 
first requests for supplies from home calls 
for a copy of Juvenal along with two 
gallons of whiskey and other drinkables, 
and there is a later call for Browning's 
poems "in blue and gold or any as small 
form." Off Charleston he varies Mar-
mont's "Military Institutes" with Homer at 
fifty lines a day, reads St. Paul's Epistles, 
and sets down his thoughts about salvation 
and the "almost impregnable fortress" of 
Calvinism. Both Gray and Ropes were 
keenly interested in theology, and the 
merits of "Campbell on the Atonement" and 

Farrar's "Critical History of Free Thought" 
jostle descriptions of marches and engage­
ments and accounts of dinners in camp and 
reports on the progress and prospects of the 
ladies at home. Here and there is a good 
story, among them that of a Mrs. Wallace, 
"a second Wife of Bath," who had married 
four times, and whose many petitions for 
authority to resume her maiden name led 
a member of the Florida legislature to move 
that she be allowed to take her maiden 
name once a year. 

Both Ropes and Gray were long critical 
of Lincoln, and the "radicals" who sought 
to use the war as a means of abolishing 
slavery. Ropes, writing in December, 1863, 
about the McDowell court-martial and the 
investigation of the Peninsula campaign, 
speaks of Lincoln as acting "like a devilish 
fool, throughout, in the military administra­
tion of the campaign," and declares that 
if McClellan, instead of allowing the Presi­
dent to "do what he pleased," had brought 
him up "with a short turn" and appealed 
to the country, "the asinine folly of the 
Illinois lawyer taking the military com­
mand out of the hands of his ablest gen­
erals would have been exposed." As late 
as August, 1864, on the eve of the presi­
dential election. Gray, who was disposed 
to vote for Lincoln, remarks that Lincoln 
was bound in honor by the emancipation 
proclamation, and asks if Ropes does not 
thing "it would have been better for Abra­
ham to have worked less for expediency and 
have done what was constitutional and 
right, would not honesty have been better 
policy than those crooked ways by which he 
sought to cheat his own conscience and that 
of the North by his sophistries of military 
power?" 

One of the most important contributions 
of these letters is their account of the 
inception of Ropes's "Story of the Civil 
War," the work which, though unfortun­
ately left incomplete, placed its author in 
the front rank of military historians. 
Ropes had already been writing volumin­
ously and in masterly fashion about both 
Union and Confederate operations when, in 
September, 1863, he confided to Gray that 
some friends "have suggested to me—for 
the idea never occurred to me—the idea 
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Here is the vicarage transformed—become the 
almost luminous background for an intimate study 
of human beings struggling passionately against in' 
truding ideas and disrupting influences. $2.50 

"E. H. Young's novels are written in the long 
English tradition, descendants oj Jane Austen and 
others, which yet have in them a fresh, modem, 
penetrating mind that reveals its freshness and 
modernity without resorting to contemporary ten­
dencies in rwvel writing."—7v[. T. Times. 
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of writing a History of this War." The 
thing seemed to him "formidable enough to 
be well-nigh absurd, at first sight," but it 
nevertheless "resolves itself into a certainly 
practicable plan," and he proceeded to out­
line his reasons for thinking that the work 
ought to be done. The statement of his 
own qualifications which immediately fol­
lows is a real contribution to literary his­
tory : 

I might say that I am one of that class 
from whom must come such a book, if it 
comes at all, and is worth anything—education, 
sympathy with the war and with the govern­
ment, long attention to American Politics, and 
familiarity with them greater, I may say, than 
most young men in my position possess, a pretty 
fair acquaintance with general history, especially 
with military history, some smattering in mili­
tary matters, art of war, etc., careful study of 
this war from the first, and very considerable 
familiarity with the details of some parts of it, 
the Peninsula campaign especially, the fact of 
having had a brother and many good friends 
in the war enabling me to realize the scenes in 
which they were engaged as well as anyone 
perhaps could, not a participant therein, sufficient 
legal knowledge to understand the legal and 
constitutional questions of the war, and of the 
policy of the government, able from several 
sources to get at al] that need be said about the 
financial questions of the rebellion, and to all 
these I will add a pretty fair and Impartial 
mind, and entire freedom from any bias that 
would disqualify me from being an impartial 
judge in any of these matters. 

Gray promptly commended the plan, 
but warned Ropes not to try to do the work 
in a hurry. The book should be one to 
stand the test of time, and it would be 
years before a great deal of important 
material would be available. Ropes, on 
the contrary, felt the need of haste. "If 
I take your advice," he wrote to Gray, 
it is absolutely certain that I shall have formid­
able competitors, perhaps a Motley or some 
such man. If on the contrary I write a two 
volume book published in 1864, I am almost 
as absolutely certain that no Motley or any 
other well known man of established literary 
reputation will enter the field. I shall have 
to contend against the Headleys and Whitneys 
and J. S. C. Abbotts of the day, against blood 
and thunder, the gallant Ellsworth, bayonet 
charges, fire zouaves, and black horse cavalry. 
These militia I think I can rout, and have the 
first place in the estimate of Boston and Cam­
bridge and the intelligent public generally. 
Fortunately for Ropes's fame Gray's advice 
prevailed, and more than thirty years 
elapsed before the first volume of the great 
history appeared. 
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A Scholar's Essays 
T H E COLLECTED PAPERS OF HENRY 

BRADLEY, with a Memoir by R. R O B ­
ERT BRIDGES. New York: Oxford Uni­
versity Press. 1928. 

T J E N R Y BRADLEY was a scholar by 
•*- -* nature and not by environment. His 
father was a business man in reduced 
circumstances. He learned to read be­
fore he was four by standing in front 
of his father at family prayers and watch­
ing the pages of the Bible upside down 
as they were read, whereby, for many 
years, he could read a page either end up 
equally well. At eighteen he became cor­
responding clerk to a cutlery firm, and re­
mained with them twenty years, acquiring 
languages by the way. For the remaining 
forty years he worked for the Oxford Dic­
tionary, at first incidentally, but for the 
last twenty-seven years at Oxford wholly 
identified with that monumental affair. He 
made himself one of the greatest philolo­
gists of his time, a scholar of the foremost 
rank. 

Aside from the six volumes which 
he contributed to the dictionary, his bibli­
ography consists almost entirely of articles 
and reviews in periodicals, most of them 
technical. His friends have selected a few 
of them, suggesting the range of his in­
terest, and published them. The essays are 
practically all philological, and are grouped 
under headings. Place Names begins with 
"Ptolemy's Geography of the British Isles"; 
Lexicography contains his notable review 
(1884) of the first instalment of the dic­
tionary—on reading which Sir James Mur­
ray immediately invited Bradley to join the 
staff. He did not do so at once, but his 
participation from that time on increased 
until the day when he succeeded Murray as 
senior editor. In the group Language, three 
of the five essays are concerned with the 
spelling and pronunciation. Bradley be­
lieved in spelling reform, but was opposed 
to any radical change based on phonetic 
principles. English is the most unsuited of 
European tongues to be written phonetically. 
His discussion of the subject is one of the 
sanest that we know. Among Literary 
Problems and Studies the most interesting is 
the lecture on "Beowolf." The examples 
of his Conjectural Emendations of text run 
through Hebrew, Arabic, Greek inscriptions, 
medieval Latin, Anglo-Saxon, and down to 
Elizabethan drama. 
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American Negro 
Folk-Songs 

By N E W M A N I, W H I T E 

A collection of over eight hun­
dred songs, representing most 
of the southern states and every 
type of negro folk-song. There 
are short chapters on twelve of 
the thirteen groups of songs, and 
longer chapters on the negro 
song in general and on religious 
songs. The full annotations 
show the history of each song 
and its connection with other 
published songs. The serious 
student in this field will find the 
book not only a mine of infor­
mation but the largest and most 
fully annotated collection now 
available. $5.00. 

H A R V A R D U N I V E R S I T Y 
P R E S S 

2 RANDALL HALL, 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
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Due for immeciiate recognition 

TL 
LOST LYRIST 
By ELIZABETH HOLLISTER FROST 

"Mrs. ' Frost is one of the dis= 
coveries of the year and I am 
most enthusiast ic about her 
book. In every verse, however 
brief, there is the sense of 
Blake's " A l l heaven is a grain 
of sand"—in other words , her 
imaginat ion has wings and lifts 
the reader to the heights of 
vision. A first book tha t is 
astonishingly ripe in more than 
technique. It is due for im« 
mediate recogni t ion." 

—Will iam S. Brai thwaite 
$2.00 

^ HARPER & BROTHERS ^ 

We have the honor 
to announce this 

distinguished novel of 
Irish seacoastfolk, praised 
for its simple, powerful 
t ru th by the literary 
critics of two continents. 

The Way It Was 
With Them 

By PEADAR O'DONNELL 

At Ad Boolcseifers $2.50 
G. p. PIJTNAM'S SONS 
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50,000 Before Publication I 

A N e w and Greater 

BROMFIELD 

THE STRANGE CASE OF 

MISS 
ANNIE 

SPRAGG 
B> LOUIS BROMFIELD 

A brilliant and amazing novel 
—a probing into the twin mys­
teries of love and religion and 
the confusion between them. 
"His best work thus far." 
—N. Y. Sun. $2.50 

STOKES : ^ ^ c P 001\S PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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Fascinating - Unusual - NEWEST "BOOKS - Popular - "Delightful 
FAVORITE JOKES 
o/FAMOUS PEOPLE 
Frank E. Nicholison 
a lib-splitting collection of wise­
cracks and cartoons of Lindbergh, 
Harry Lauder and others. $3-00 

PROPHET and 
FOOL 
Louis Golding 

moving and vigorous verse by the 
author of "The Miracle Boy", $2.00 
Limited edition, autographed, 85.00 

MY STUDIO 
WIMPOW 
Marietta M.Andrews, 
charming reminiscences, accom­
panied by silhouettes, of the color­
ful sights and personalities of Wash­
ington. A $5.00 

GEORGE SAHD 
and HER LOVERS 
Frances Gribble 
a sympathetic expose of this re­
markable woman's relations with 
Chopin. Alfred de Mussel and 
others. 85.00 

RISIMG WIND 
Virginia Moore 
Red-haired Mary Patch—running in 
the wind—symboliJes everything in 
tfiis Civil War romance. 82.50 

THE WOMAN WHO 
INVENTED LOVE 
Guide da Verona 
seductive, scheming Antonella and 
her three lovers. 82.50 

SING SING NIGHTS 
Harrg S. Keeier 

the Dutton Mystery for August—a 
big hit with detective fans. $2.00 

THEIR MAJESTIES 
OF SCOTLAND 
E. Thornton Cook 
thp romance of the kings of Scot­
land, movingly told. $6.00 
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THE AMERICAN OMEN 
Garet Garrett 

A book on America for Americans! 
America's World Supremacy—How did she achieve it? Mr. Garrett 

in his illuminating book holding the reader spellbound to the last page, 
answers this question which has so baffled all the nations of th« World. 
This study is a brilliant contribution to modern Americana $2.50 
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BLIND CIRCLE 
Renard and Albert Jean 

Even stranger than the tales of Poe is this macabre mystery diat baffles 
the intellect and confounds the reason. Futuristic and modem in design 
as this pseudo-scientific theme transports you into the realm of mystery 
and horror. $2.00 

WOMEN of the 
MORTE 
DARTHUR 
Ann D. Alexander 
a collection of excerpts from 
Malory's epic, magnificently il­
lustrated. $3.50 

GONE T O 
EARTH 
Mary Webb 
this significant novel in a new 
edition. $2.50 

NEW GRUB 
STREET 
George Gissin^ 
Gissing's -well-known novel in a 
special edition. $2.50 

Out October 15th 

The HOUSE 
A T POOH 
CORNER 
A. A. Milne 
i l l . by ERNEST 
H. SHEPARD 
the author of "When We 
Were Verj- Young" writes an­
other incomparable story in 
prose, illustrated by Ernest H. 
Shepard. $2.00 

W H A T YOUR 
HAND REVEALS 
Henri Rem 
reliable palmistry which anyone 
can understand. $2.00 

THE GOLDEN 
ARROW 
Mary Webb 
a new edition of this Welsh 
tragedy by the author of "Pre­
cious Bane". $2.50 

FRA ANGELICO 
William 
Hausenstein 
the painter • monk's artistic 
achievements and his times, pro­
fusely illustrated. $9.00 

ADVENTURES OF 
THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT 
Edwin Emerson 
the adventurous side of Roosevelt's 
life by a Rough Rider. $2.50 

MARIE 
A N T O I N E T T E 

The Marquis 
de Segur 
a modern dramatic biography which 
shows the. guillotined Queen in a 
new and touching light. $5.00 

PIGSTIES W I T H 
SPIRES 
Georgina Garry 
"daringly written—filled with loveli­
ness—never drops from a high 
emotional pitch."—New York Tinies. 

$2.50 

THE SWINGING 
SHUTTER 
C. Fraser-Simson 
the Dutton Mystery for September 
is a harrowing tale laid in a 
ruined inn. $2.00 

FLORENTINE 
NIGHTS 
Heinrich Heine 

THYRZA 
George Gissing 
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LOVE 
William Lyon Phelps 

a warm and human essay by the 
author of "Happiness"; each book 
delightfully bound "for a gift. 

$1.00 
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4 
RED RUSSIA 
George London 
after ten years—the Soviet's subjects * 
as they work, dine, dance. $2.00 A 

A 

1 
two fantastic stories by the German • 
genius, beautifully illustrated. $7.50 

this nineteenth century novel in a A 
charming new edition. $2.50 * 

fusely illustrated. $9.00 J 
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