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'''More than biography; a 
re-creation of a life and a time." 

-NEW YORK \^ORLD 

Foreign Literature 
{Continued from fage 224) 

By D. B. WYNDHAM LEWIS 

FRANCOIS VILLON 
Preface by Hilaire Belloc 

"The spell of wonder and beauty grows and holds through the 
pages of this book. It is a masterpiece of interpretation. Scholar­
ship, art, insight and wit fill its pages."—New York World 
"As lively as it is learned. Has the exciting intricacy of a good 
detective story."— Carl Van Doren 
Published in conjunction with E. V. Mitchell (Hartford). $5.00 

BY WAY 
OF ART 

By PALL ROSENFELD 

A glowing critical volume giving 
us fresh interpretations of liter­
ature, music, sculpture, painting 
and the dance. $2.50 

VENUS 
INVISIBLE 
By NATHALIA CRANE 

"Contains some of her best 
things . . . as beautiful as any 
written by any living American." 
—Louis Untermyer. Illus. $2.50 

The Season's Wittiest Novel 

*'The most amusing book I have 

read this year."—Elmer Davis 

THIS WAY OUT 
By PHILIP LITTELL 

" It is doubtful whether any author (Erskineand Cabell included) 
has iiritten so altogether delightfully of Adam and Eve." 

—New York Times 
"This gifted spinner of yarns has written a clever and sophisti­
cated tale of Eden."—Philadelphia Record 
"The best of the Adam and Eve adaptations." 

—Stephen Vincent Benet $2.50 

THE LOST SAIL LAMENTATIONS 
Four Folk-Plays of the American Jinv 

By ALTER BRODY 

These plays are about the plain 
everyday Jews—the ones who are 
not aware of the ''Jewish prob­
lem" but just live life as they 
find it. $2.50 

By ALFRED KREYiVlBORG 
A diarv in sonnet form. 

"One is grateful for Kreymborg 
and his musical, mellow, tragi­
comedy quality."— A. Y. World 

$2.00 

NOTHING IS SACRED 
by JOSEPHINE HERBST 

"A swell book!"—Ring Lardner 
The story of an American family. Ernest 
Hemingnay says: "A fine book by an honest 
writer, and it is the honest writers who are 
great writers when all the so-called. 'great' 
writers are dead." 3rd Edition. $2.00 

DIVERSEY 
fevMACKINLAY KAISTOR 

"A running — and how 
fasti picture of Chi­
cago."—Chicago Tribune 
"A revealinj; novel of crime 
and gunmen. A lively Clii-
caf;o taleclicking off familiar 
scenes."—Harry Hansen 

S^ . 4th Edition. $2.00 

SQUAD 
by JAMES B. WHARTON 

"I have read a hundred war 
narratives but this is the 
masterpiece of them all." 

—Burton Rascoe 

"Damn good!" says Capt. Thornason, 
author of "Fix Bayonets!" 
Hrd Edition. $2.00 

its own justifications lioiv the higher officers, 
with few exceptions, had learned to use 
martial law for establishing a system of al­
most unlimited absolutism, while the ordi­
nary soldiers grew desperate. It is from 
his regained European point of view that 
the author—^a former German private—ex­
plains to his nation the inner meaning of 
1918 and what followed after it. 

The story as a whole is admirably told, 
though Zweig keeps frequently too little dis­
tance from his subject. He himself figures in 
the story, and uses no little space to glorify 
himself, while the book at other times be­
comes polemical or apologetic. The num­
ber of non-essential and, occasionally, un­
savory details becomes at intervals a nui­
sance i the no\ el would gain in effect by be­
ing shortened. On the other hand we find 
an assemblage of excellently drawn char­
acters, for Zweig has a rare gift for small 
incidents which bare the very souls and 
make live the innumerable types that come 
and go. 

While Zweig avenges his soul on a hated 
mechanism by describing the fate of humble 
Grischa Paprotkin, Ehrenburg is concerned 
with the naked soul: institutions shrink un­
der his eyes until they are mere obsessions 
of human beings. The adventures of Mi-
chail Lykow, son of an ordinary waiter in 
Kiew, distinguished only by his vanity, are 
structurally similar to those of millions of 
Russians who chanced to be young when 
Russia was ripe for the Revolution. 

A childhood amidst mud; couf-de-mains 
and poetry, massacres, heroism, lies, fanat­
ical devotion to Lenin's doctrine, illegal 
business in anything from soap to silk, the 
end in a prison yard; it takes the ;6o 
pages of Ehrenburg's book to outline Mi-
chail Lykow's career. Not one word could 
be spared. The author forces nothing upon 
his readers; the events, and the psycholog­
ical relievo growing under his hands, ap­
pear inevitable. The book lives up to its 
subject. With admirable severity Ehren­
burg avoids playing up to the gallery and 
appealing to our more primitive emotions 
bv indulgence in pictures of blood and 
flesh. The motto of Artjom, Michail'« 
counterpart, seems his: "Simpler, as simple 
as possible!" Thus scenes that outstrip the 
apocalyptic visions are recorded in the style 
of a medical report which subtle irony ex­
alts into a satire on mankind. 

In "Michail Lykow" Ehrenburg has 
abandoned the quaintness distinguishing his 
great satire, "Julio Jurenito," and the 
pathos of his "Stories of the Pipes." Only 
at the end, after one has gone through this 
book as through an ordeal, at the catafalque 
of Lenin (that "most pitiless lover of the 
world") the satirist uses pathos. Whether 
Soviet Russia will triumph depends on 
whether the victory in street fights will be 
maintained by a future generation's more 
difficult conquest of its instincts. Ehren­
burg bares the prophetic ten of his book 
when contrasting the powers at work; his 
finale culminates in the question, "Shall we 
be victorious?" 

"125'FOURTH AVE..hJEW YORK 

The Epic Muse 
LE PELERIN DU SOLEIL. By PIERRE 

GOEMAERE. Paris. 1927. 
P OETRY, men say, is dying out of liter-
*• ature, but the epic muse is chanting in 
"The Pilgrim of the Sun." Once opened, 
the book grips you as Krooh the mighty 
gritiped the great black bear. Such is its 
spell that the closing words: "And num­
berless ages opened before them," ring out 
as a prophecy of the destiny of this new 
xc'm in fiction. The scene is prehistoric, 
when mammoths roamed the earth, but the 
interest is intensely human. The story—for 
this is brilliant imagination and not archa;-
ologv—tells of the indomitable will of 
Yram, the plainsman, who would lead his 
chosen people to the land of the eternal sun. 
From the opening scene, where he wins by 
battle the leadership of the river-dwellers, 
to the last, where he snatches his bride from 
the clutches of a gorilla, his contagious joy 
in effort never flags. He fears no enemy; 
has he not slain the lion and the bear, de­
stroyed the vampires of the night, burned 
a trackless jungle which barred his march, 
brought the bisons of the plain to crush the 
bandy-legged forest hordes who would not 
accept his proffered peace, and kept alive his 
own faith in the hearts of his fellows? Yet 
he knows that mercy toward the conquered 
is more glorious than victory itself, and 
thus he wins at last the haughty Yul. 

Take him as a forerunner of Moses, as 
a symbol of human intelligence, blasting its 
way through every barrier, as knight errant 

of a never-ending quest, or merely as the 
hero of marvelous adventure told for its 
own sake, he will not let you go. Not the 
least charm of the book is its restraint. Un­
like most writers of prehistoric fiction who 
glory in a language passing strange, M. 
Goemaere unrolls his splendid narrative with 
no violence to the Academy dictionary. A 
child can read him, while the literary epi­
cure will delight in the curlosa felicitas of 
his style. 

Drafting the Covenant 
T H E ORIGINS OF T H E LEAGUE CO­

VENANT: Documentary History of Its 
Drafting. By FLORENCE WILSON. Lon­
don: Published by Leonard and Virginia 
Woolf, Hogarth Press. 1928. 

Reviewed by J O H N PALMER GAVIT 

"VT O other person, living or dead, is, or 
^ was, in so good a position to compile 

a history of the origins of the Constitution 
of the League of Nations, as this American, 
Miss Florence Wilson. Until recently and 
from its inception she was Librarian of the 
League of Nations Library at Geneva; she 
was in every real sense its creator. The 
selection and collection of that great library 
of nearly 100,000 volumes of international 
history, fact, and law were under her al­
most exclusive direction; under her hand 
was instituted and grew as nowhere else in 
Europe the American library system and 
practice; not only in classification, arrange­
ment, and perfection of equipment, but in 
ideal facility of access for and cooperation 
with officials of the Secretariat, working 
students, and Investigators from all parts of 
the world. About a year ago she surren­
dered her post, to join at Paris the staff of 
the European Centre of the Carnegie En­
dowment. 

Her special fitness for the making of this 
book lies in the fact that Miss Wilson, after 
many years of distinguished experience In 
the Columbia University Library, special­
izing in International relations, was the 
technical expert chosen to have charge of 
the archives of the American Peace Com­
mission, subsequently becoming the only 
woman full member of that Commission. 
Under her hand fell every document and 
record of the work of the Commission. At 
its inception she began the analysis from the 
original sources, of the Peace Treaty of 
which the League Covenant is an organic 
part—in the end, the only permanent part, 
all the rest subject to it. This book is es­
sentially the portion of that analysis relat­
ing to the Covenant. From this outline of 
her connection with the business the pecu­
liarly authoritative character of this com­
paratively small book may be taken for 
granted. It is and must continue to be 
unique as a source-book for all students of 
the League. 

Here appear the League that is, and the 
League that might have been; the original 
proposal to make an organization of the 
Allies—the Belgian, M. Hymans, suggest­
ing that the honor of founding it should 
be reserved for those who had vvon the war. 
Here stands forth the effort of France from 
the beginning to create something like a 
super-state, to control troops and arma­
ments, to create an international police-
force to enforce the obligations of the Co­
venant. Here is disclosed perhaps for the 
first time the proposal for international 
agreement to "make no law prohibiting or 
interfering with the free exercise of re­
ligion," which died when the Japanese sug­
gested a pledge in favor of equal treatment 
of all aliens. 

It is all very interesting and thought-
provoking, showing how all such inter­
national agreements are the fruit of com­
promise among conflicting interests and 
psychologies. The remarkable thing ex­
hibited it the astonishing degree in which 
a real idealism, a real international spirit, 
survived the debates. Probably it could not 
now attain so high a plane; the chastening 
and lessons of the war are not so vividly 
in mind. Read this Covenant afresh in the 
light of Miss Wilson's analysis, and then 
study the outcome of such a gathering as 
the Congress of Vienna! 

Would the League that might have been 
have functioned better than the League that 
is? Here is abundant material and light 
for speculation. Among other things, let 
admirers and enemies of Woodrow Wilson 
read here for their enlightenment about the 
part he played; both will gain discernment 
And all readers will visualize a group of 
great figures,—Wilson, Lloyd George, Lord 
Cecil, Bourgeois, Smuts, and others less con­
spicuous, doing a great job, and epochal job. 
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Important Scribner Books of the early Fall 
Theodore 
Roosevelt's Diaries 
of Boyhood and Youth 
A companion to " Theodore Roosevelt's 
Letters to His Children" 

This intimate and revealing record 
of childish pranks and boyhood 
travels is the self-told story of a great 
personality, from nursery days to 
early manhood, full of enthusiasm, 
humor, and joy of life. 

Illustrated. $2.50 

Mother of Kings 
by Nerval 
Richardson 
The story of Letlzra Bona­
parte, mother of Napoleon, 
adequately told for the first 
time in English, in a char­
acter study tha t reads with 
all the swiftness and action 
of a novel. A remarkable 
book about an Unusual 
woman. Illustrated. $5.00 

Ready October 26th 

My Autob iography 
by Benito Mussolini 
Few men are so much in the new^ of the world as Benito Mussolini, 
/ / Duce, premier of Italy. Here is his own story of his life, brilliantly 
told, packed with thrilling incidents, and blazing with the unique 
personality of the man. Illustrated. $3.50 

Three ne^v volumes In 
The Grove Edition of 
John Gails-worthy 

Caravan I, Caravan II, 
Caravan HI. 

Each $1.25 cloth; $2.00 special 
red leather gift edition. 

John ^ 
GalsMTorthy^s 

S W A N 
IMG 

This 
Advertising 
Business 
by Roy S. Durstine 
A bird's-eye view of advertising and the 
men and women who make it. An illuminat­
ing, humorous, common-sense book for every­
body who ever read an advertisement. $3.00 

^^— important Hew Fiction ^ 

Strange Fugitive 
by Morley Callaghan 

" H e has a clear, deep, slightly hard-boiled comprehension 
of the people he writes about. . . . He uses words freshly 
and with precision; his dialogue is swift, sharp, and rich 
in colloquialisms. He has a great gift for selecting the sig­
nificant incident ."—CLEVELAND B . CHASE in the New 

4th Edition. $2.50 

An International 
Best Seller 

sz.so 

York Times Book Review. 

Costumes hy Eros 
by Conrad Aiken 
author of "Blue Voyage" 

A group of beautifully written stories whose characters 
are all responsible to Eros, god of love, for their actions. 
The stories include the widely-praised "Your Obituary 
Well Writ ten." $2.00 

The Horns of Ramadan 
by Arthur Train 
author oj "Ambition," etc. 

The experiences of a runaway American boy in the French 
Foreign Legion during the campaign against Abd' el Krim 
make up this swiftly moving story of adventure. $2.00 

Lest Ye Die 
by Cicely Hamilton 

A noN'e! of the war that ended civilization. "Grips the 
imagination and fills the mind with the horror of what is 
perfectly possible to-day."—New York Times. $2.00 

IF prediction by contemporary 

criticism is ever safe, it -s safe 

to say that in his Forsyte canvas 

John Galsworthy has painted a 

masterpiece tha t will endure. And 

in 'Swan Song,' impressive with 

its maturity of artistic power, tol­

erant in its sagacity, faithful in 

development and consummation, 

mellowed in fulfilment, there is 

not merely a close, there is a 

crown to all tha t has gone before." 

— P E R C Y HUTCHISON in the New 

York Times. 

" It is a beautifully told story. . . . 

I do not know a better picture of 

a woman, terribly driven by her 

own emotions, stalking a man, or 

of a father, contemplating the 

spectacle of youth in the light of 

his own old age, nor of a young 

man driven helplessly into a situa­

tion he has tried to avoid. . . . 

With or without the rest of the 

Forsyte saga 'Swan Song' is a 

noble book." 

—Chicago Daily News. $2.50 

A t all bool^stores 

Nigger to Nigger 
by Edward C. L. Adams 
author oj "Connaree Ske't:!';^" 

Authentic monologues un<i sketches 

of Afro-American life !Vi>ra tiie Con-

garee swamps of South Caroin'.a, full 

of character, infinitely aii'-jsirg and 

rich in primitive poetry. ' $2.00 

The Story o€ France 
by Paul van Dyke 
author of "Catherine de .V/e>,/»c;'x," etc. 

A new one-volume history of France 
for the general reader by' a famous 

authority on French history. 

From Julius Caesar and the 
Gauls to the third Napoleon 
and the Republic the history 
marches with vividness and 
absorbing interest. 

Coming in October. $3.50 

Tivo Forsyte 
^ Interludes 
J O H N G A L S W O R T H Y 

Beautifully wrouuhc md in-
dispensable links in the For­
syte chronicle. 50 cents 

Memoirs oS 
Prince Max of Baden 
Authorized translation from 
the German 
The dramatic story of the 
collapse of an empire told by 
the last imperial German 
Chancellor. 
Two volumes, boxed. $10.00 

^ For Younger Readers ^ 
N. C. W Y E T H has done his best work for the new title in the 

Scribner $2.50 Illustrated Classics' 

Drums 
by J a n e s Boyd 
With 14 illustrations in Jull color and 46 black-and-ivbite 
drawings by N. C. Wyeth 

This stirring novel of Revolutionary days has been a favor­
ite with younger readers since its publication. This superb 
illustrated edition makes a perfect gift book for every occa­
sion. ' $2.50 

Other Arabian Nights 
by H. I. Katlbah 
Illustrated in color 6y W. M. Berger 
Fairy stories and folk-lore of Syria and Arabia .'•etold by 
one who heard them told in his youth in their native land. 
All have the strange Oriental charm tha t has endeared the 
Thousand and One Nights' tales to children. S2.00 

The Treasure Cave 
edited by Cynthia Asquith 
editor oj "Sails oj Gold," etc. 
A new compilation of stories and poems by famous English 
writers. Walter de la Mare, Rafael Sabatini. Hilaire Belloc, 
and Arthur Machen are among the contributors. Profusely 
illustrated in black and white and color. Ready in October. 

$2.00 

Smoky 
by WUl James 
with 43 illustrations by the author 
This Library Edition of the famous classic of 1 one-man 
horse is the only one now available. $2.00 

Charles Scribner's Sons, S97 Fifth Avenue, New York 
— ^ _ _ ^ — _ _ ^ . ^ ^ _ _ _ ^ _ _ _ ^ _ ^ The NEW SCRIBNER'S is adding thousands of readers every month -__^__^___^_______________ 
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NEW FALL POETRY 
From iho Vinal Usi 

this man's army 
J O H N A- W Y E T H 

The war, seen from the trenches, 
graphically epitomized in fifty-odd son­
nets. 

This is a vital and stirring—an amaz­
ing—piece of work. Better than volumes 
of description. No one who was over­
seas must miss it. 
'I'hin Quarto, ModerniH jacket by Park. 

$2.00 

the kingdom of towers 
A L L A N D O W L I N G 

Authentic and beautiful poetry, with 
imagination, the lyric note, and technical 
skill all contributing to make this an 
unusual collection. 
fialj cLotfi, croivn 8vo. $1.60 

f ire and flesh: 
a woman's testament 

E L I Z A B E T H H E N D E R S O N 
(Mrs. F . C. Henderson) 

Gathering together of intimate verses 
written by one of New York's best-known 
scKiiety leaders. Frank and fearless, and 
warm with a beautiful sincerity. 
Half cloth, cro iv tv 8vo, Jacket hy 

Holberg. $2.00 

sung at dawning 
TowNSEND M I L L E R 

The first work of a young Southern 
author, showing enormous promise, witli 
a fine mastery of technique already 
achieved. 
Cloth,, crown 8vo. $1.50 

sea shells 
BuRDETTE K, M A R V I N 

Pleasingly simple, yet vital in their 
human interest, are these thoughts and 
dreams of the poet, of all colors and 
shapes, and fittingly clothed in beautiful 
woitls. 
Halj cloth, crown Svo. $1.50 

medlterranea 
A L I C E K . BROWER 

Short poems inspired by the countries 
that lie on the shore ot the Mediter­
ranean Sea, which bring people and 
places very vividly before the mind's 
eye. The glamor of strange cities, the 
romance of foreign peoples, the spell of 
the storied past—a!l are here, in this 
more than ordinary collection of poems. 
Half cloth, crown Svo. $1.50 

voice and vision 
J E S S I E A . Ross 

A warm human sympathy and knowl­
edge of things of universal interest marks 
these charming and varied verses, which 
appeal strongly to the lover of every-day 
hfe. 
Cloth, crown Svo. $1.50 

love—and after 
MARGARET H A Y N E S 

A remarkable sequence of verses in­
voking the love theme, by a young girl 
—graduating this year from College, who 
sees with strange maturity and sings in 
eqtiisite verse the ageless story of love 
too blindly and passionately given. 
Cloth, crown Svo. $1.60 

THE FRIENDLY BOOKS 
A New Series of intimate Pocket Vol­

umes of Poetry. Uniform in Size and 
Design. Size 3?^"x6j4", paper boards. 
Priced at One Dollar and published in 
Sets of Four at a time, but can be bouglit 
separately. 

First Quartet 

t h e c h a s e — 

Harvey D. Grumhine 

c a n d l e l i g h t d r e a m s — 
Anne Blair 

h a p p y d a y s — 

Ruth Leiuinson (Illustrated) 

h a r p s t r i n g s — 
Isabel Tracy Gaily 

Second Quartet 

t h e w h i t e p e a c o t . l ' — 
Clement fVond 

s e n t i n e l -
M a r y Siegrist 

( h i s s i d e of a v a l o n -
Glenn Ward Dreshach 

w i n t e r v i g i l — 
Morehy Acklom 

BRAITHWAITE'S ANTHOLOGY 
and Year-Book of American Poetry 

for 1928 
(Sixteenth Year of Publication) 

Edi ted , w i th a Cr i t ica l In t roduc t ion , 
by 

W I L L I A M S T A N L E Y BRAITHWAITE 

Containing— 
Anthology of Magazine Verse, Index of 

Poets and Poems, List of Poetry, Articles 
and Reviews, List of Books about Poets 
and Poetry, List of Principal Poetry 
Volumes. 
A Suhfitantial Octavo Volume, 700 pp. 
Full cloth $4.00 

Out October 3lst. 
The Standard Anthology. In demand 

wherever Poetry is read, written or dis­
cussed. 

Harold Vinal, Ltd. 
Publlahofa ot Poatry 

562 Fifth Avenue New York 

The Fall Books 
By AMY LOVEMAN 

X T 7 O R D S , words , words ! Thousands 
' ' and thousands and thousands of 

w o r d s ! Books, books, books! Dozens and 
dozens and dozens of books! W i t h each 
recurrence of the floodtide of publicat ions 
we feel rise wi th in us the desire to d r a g out 
f rom Bar t le t t some appropr i a t e quotat ion 
( n o , no , we haven ' t the faintest intent ion 
of quo t ing that earliest and of t - repeated 
observation on m a k i n g many books) to the 
effect that "books are a substantial w o r l d , " 
o r that " the t rue Universi ty of these days 
is a Collect ion of Books ," and wi th that 
blanket indorsement to feel our whole duty 
done to the pub l i sh ing grist of the season. 
But precedent is too much for u s ; precedent 
has ru led that publ ishing seasons produce 
edi tor ia l lists and pano r amic surveys of the 
field of l i te ra ture . W e l l , so be it. 

But we have found hear t of g race . 
W e a re m i g h t i l y cheered. W e had almost 
feared tha t much r ead ing in many volumes 
had reduced a l l books to a conglomera te 
fo r us when sud tkn ly we discovered 
tha t we could still make distinctions. 
W e could still recognize a r r a n t nonsense 
when we saw it, and refuse to believe 
it l i t e ra tu re . W e mean Ger t rude Stein's ef­
fusions, of course. Yes,^ she's at it aga in 
— p l a y i n g wi th words . W e remember that 
on a day some t ime ago of which we hope 
he has repented by this t ime, Sherwood A n ­
derson went on record to the effect that he 
had never real ized the t rue beauty of words 
unt i l he read Ger t rude Stein, that read ing 
her was like l e t t ing a h a n d f u l of gems slip 
t h r o u g h the fingers and wa tch ing the play 
of co lo r in them. W e l l , j u d g e fo r your ­
selves. He re is a passage f rom her latest 
work , "Use fu l K n o w l e d g e " (Payson & 
C l a r k e ) : 

At East, and ingredients, and East and in­
gredients, and East and ingredients and East 
and East and East .ind ingredients. 

And East and ingredients. 
Having never been having never been and 

explaining explaining having been once having 
been, having been having never been once ex­
plaining once having been having been never 
having been never having been there. 

Is fu r the r comment necessary? T h e pub­
lishers a re p robab ly l a u g h i n g in their 
sleeves, h a v i n g decided tha t a l i t t le h u m o r 
is an excellent ingredient ( m y goodness! 
we 've caugh t the con tag ion ) of any list. 
A t any ra te , they 've offset it wi th one of 
the i m p o r t a n t b iographico-his tor ical records 
of the season, Pr ince Lichnowsky 's " H e a d ­
i n g f o r the Abyss" (Payson & C l a r k e ) , one 
of the books which , toge ther wi th " M e m o ­
ries and Reflections" ( t i t t l e . B r o w n ) , by 
the E a r l of O x f o r d and Asquith, and the 
two new volumes of " T h e In t imate Papers 
of Colonel H o u s e " ( H o u g h t o n Miff l in) , 
edited by Char les Seymour, al l students of 
tire W a r wi l l wish to read. Lo rd Asquith 's 
t w o stout volumes contain much piquant 
mate r i a l bea r ing upon his associates of the 
w a r years as wel l as i l lumina t ing comment 
on incidents of an ear l ier period, and Col­
onel House 's present mat te r of l a rge im­
por tance . T o g e t h e r wi th them may be 
g rouped E d u a r d Benes's " M y W a r M e m o ­
ries" ( H o u g h t o n MifHin) , Wi l l i am Mar t i n ' s 
"Statesmen of the W a r " ( M i n t o n , B a l c h ) , 
and L o r d Beaverbrook ' s "Pol i t ic ians and the 
W a r " ( D o u b l e d a y , D o r a n ) , an outspoken 
chronicle which should spread confusion in 
certain quar ters . 

s 5 * « ^ 

W e ' v e slid into the w a r long before we 
intended t o — w e meant to lead up to it 
t h r o u g h the pleasant byways of belles-lettres 
and fiction—but n o w that we are in the 
midst of its shadows, we ' l l cont inue, or 
retrogress, to its or igins and ramifications. 
F o r those who are still intent on t r ac ing 
its sources has just appeared wha t should be 
one of the au thor i ta t ive books in its field, 
Sidney B. Fay ' s " T h e Origins of the W a r " 
( M a c m i l l a n ) , whi le much l igh t on its an ­
tecedents should be found in Joseph Red-
lich's " F r a n c i s Joseph of Aus t r i a " ( M a c ­
m i l l a n ) . M r . Redl ich was for some years 
in the cabinet of the H a p s b u r g E m p e r o r 
and speaks wi th the au thor i ty of an insider. 
One of the most sensational figures t h rown 
info prominence by the conflict has been 
given the d ign i ty of a b iog raphy in Rene 
Fi i lop Mi l l e r ' s "Rasput in the H o l y D e v i l " 
( V i k i n g ) , whi le a personal i ty which more 
and more is acqui r ing importance as time 
goes on is given vivid po r t r aya l in Valer ius 
M a r c u ' s " L e n i n : T h i r t y Years of Russia" 
( M a c m i l l a n ) . M r . Marcu ' s book has caused 
a g rea t sensation in G e r m a n y and is p r o ­
duced here wi th the accompaniment of some 
s t r ik ing i l lustrat ions. . \ nd then there's M u s ­

solini 's " M y A u t o b i o g r a p h y " (Sc r ibne r s ) , 
a magnificently egotist ical chronicle of the 
dictator 's career and purposes wi th no 
minc ing of words in r ega rd to those he 
opposes and no mock modesty as to his own 
achievements. Devotees of the Saturday 
Evening Post wi l l recognize some of its 
chapters as hav ing appeared in the pages 
of that publ icat ion. 

^ J» 

W e l l , the w a r seems to be behind us. 
Oh, we fo rgo t to ment ion Hal ide Edib 's 
book, " T h e T u r k i s h O r d e a l " ( C e n t u r y ) , 
which, to be sure, isn't str ict ly a w a r book 
but since it recounts T u r k e y ' s s t rugg le fo r 
f reedom impinges upon it even when not 
directly dea l ing wi th it. H a v i n g mentioned 
it, on the assumption that var ie ty ' s the spice 
of l i fe , we proceed to b iographies of the 
fol lowers of the gent le ar ts of peace. 
( W e ' r e not t h r o u g h wi th the soldiers and 
makers of history yet, bu t f o r the momen t 
we' l l account the pen migh t i e r t han the 
s w o r d . ) T h e r e ' s a new l ife of T o l s t o y , 
who wrote of both peace and war , by 
Alexander I. Nazaroff ( S t o k e s ) , and a 
t r ip tych of Stefan Z w e i g which pictures, 
under the tit le "Adepts in S e l f - P o r t r a i t u r e " 
( V i k i n g ) , Casanova, Stendhal , and To l s toy , 
b r ing ing the three into conjunct ion on the 
basis of their common egocentr ic i ty . T h e 
book was published some months ago in 
G e r m a n y but is jus t n o w coming out in 
Engl i sh t rans la t ion . 

France and her wr i te r s come in fo r a t ­
tention in M a t t h e w Josephson's " Z o l a and 
His T i m e s " ( M a c a u l a y ) , "Frangois V i l l o n " 
( C o w a r d - M c C a n n - E d w i n Valent ine M i t ­
c h e l l ) , by D . B . W y n d h a m Lewis, w h o 
should not be confounded as we in our 
carelessness (no t o u r ignorance fo r t ruly 
we knew be t t e r ) a l lowed our own reviewer 
to confound him with that o ther W y n d h a m 
Lewis w h o is the au tho r of " T i m e and the 
Western M a n " and w h o has jus t produced 
one of the ex t r ao rd ina ry works of the season 
in his " C h i l d e r m a s s " (Covic i , F r i e d e ) , a 
novel , or phi losophical treatise, o r sat ire, 
or wha tever you choose to call i t ; in Francis 
Gribble 's "George Sand and H e r L o v e r s " 
( D u t t o n ) , and in J . Lucas Dubre ton ' s " T h e 
F o u r t h M u s k e t e e r " ( C o w a r d - M c C a n n ) , a 
b iography of one of the picturesque per ­
sonalities of l i t e ra ture , A lexander D u m a s . 
G e r m a n y gets her innings in a life of 
Goethe by Emi l L u d w i g , whose nimble pen 
passes f rom one field to another . 

Some th i r ty years ago Professor K i t t r edge 
of H a r v a r d identified a Sir T h o m a s M a l o r y 
of Newbold Revel and Winwich as the 
au thor of the " M o r t e d ' A r t h u r , " and n o w 
a long comes E d w a r d Hicks, and h a v i n g 
made careful investigation in the Publ ic 
Record Office of London publishes the first 
b iography of h im. T h e appea l of the book, 
of course, is p r imar i ly to the scholar, but 
M a l o r y ' s l ife seems to have been so co lor ­
ful a one that even the reader who is in 
search of picturesqueness r a the r than in­
format ion should find it of interest. A n ­
other chronicle that combines historical wi th 
b iographica l interest is D o r o t h y Senior 's 
.study of " T h e Life and T i m e s of Colley 
Cibber" ( H e n k l e ) . 

T o come back f r o m the eighteenth cen­
tury to the near present. Readers who are 
on the shady side of fo r ty , and those y o u n g 
enough to regard the late 'eighties and the 
'nineties of last century as " q u a i n t , " w i l l 
derive much del ight f r o m Booth T a r k i n g -
ton's " T h e W o r l d Does M o v e , " which is 
short ly to be issued by Doub leday , Doran . 
M r . T a r k i n g t o n wri tes in mel low spirit 
and projects against his canvas the picture 
of an age that though o u r own has a l -
leady in m a n y respects passed. His book is 
one, moreover , tha t derives qual i ty f rom 
being the produc t of a pen pract iced in the 
a r t of fiction. Ano the r vo lume of rem­
iniscences by a con tempora ry l i te rary 
figure is I r v i n g Bachel ler 's " C o m i n g U p 
the R o a d " ( B o b b s - M e r r i l l ) , recollections 
of a Nor th Coun t ry boyhood. And finally 
into the ca tegory of books tha t m a y in a 
way be regarded as au tob iograph ica l falls 
R u d y a r d Kip l ing ' s " A Book of W o r d s " 
( D o u b l e d a y , D o r a n ) , not ostensibly bio­
graphica l , of course, bu t con ta in ing so much 
in the way of opinion and belief as to be 
in fact a po r t r aya l of its au thor . 

Of m a k i n g many books on Napoleon 
(heavens ! we 've almost slipped into quo t ing 
unawares that s tatement f rom Ecclesiastes 
which we assured you in the beg inn ing 
no th ing would induce to repea t ) there is 
no en<l. Dut ton is b r i n g i n g out in Engl ish 
t ranslat ion D m i t r i Mere /kovsky ' s " N a p o ­

leon the M a n , " a w o r k l ikely to have much 
effective descript ion. T h e o ther Napoleon 
is depicted indirect ly in " T h e T r a g i c E m ­
press" ( H a r p e r s ) , a vo lume which is in 
essence an au tob iog raphy of the Empress 
Eugen ie , since it is a succession of inter­
views between her and M a u r i c e Pa l eo logue , 
who has woven them together into a con­
nected na r ra t ive . Students of history 
should find here a q u a r r y of va luab le ma te ­
r ia l whi le the genera l reader wi l l discover 
m a n y p iquan t details . A m o n g o the r m a t t e r 
the book contains w h a t Eugen ie asserted on 
the a u t h o r i t y of the Empress El izabe th to 
have been the t rue story of the f a m o u s 
M a y e r l i n g incident . Ano the r t r ag ic figure 
of roya l ty , Mar ie -Anto ine t t e ( D u t t o n ) , is 
the subject of a s tudy by the M a r q u i s de 
Segur , whi le L u d w i g of Bavar ia finds po r ­
t raya l unde r the ti t le, " T h e M a d K i n g " 
( H o l t ) by G u y de Por ta les , who not so 
l o n g ago appeared before the Amer ican 
publ ic as the a u t h o r of a vo lume on Chop in . 

Speaking of b iographies of musical 
geniuses, there 's a new one of Beethoven by 
Samuel Chotzinoff enti t led " E r o i c a " (S imon 
&. S c h u s t e r ) , and one on Schubert , by Oscar 
Bie, called "Schuber t the M a n " ( D o d d , 
M e a d ) . T h e n that very different type of 
musician of o u r own day, H a r r y Lauder , 
has wr i t t en an au tob iog raphy tha t bears the 
n a m e — w e l l , wha t else could it be except 
" R o a m i n ' in the G l o a m i n ' " (L ipp inco t t ) > 
T h e ar ts are fu r the r represented by the l i fe 
of the famous French t ragedienne, Rachel , 
by James Aga t e ( V i k i n g ) , A r t Y o u n g ' s " O n 
M y W a y , " a series of observat ions and com­
ments, and Ju les J a n i n ' s b i o g r a p h y of 
Deburau , the famous pan tomimis t ( M c -
B r i d e ) . ^ ^ 

So much fo r the artists. W e ' r e back 
aga in a t the makers and unmakers of his­
to ry , the rulers , the fighters, the vivid per­
sonalities w h o if they did not in a l l cases 
make his tory a t least a re his tory. Behold 
the a r r a y . E l izabe th , as by r i gh t the most 
potent mona rch of them a l l , starts the p r o ­
cession in Ly t ton Strachey's br i l l iant vo lume , 
"E l i zabe th and Essex" ( H a r c o u r t , B r a c e ) , 
a w o r k not as h igh ly documented as his 
"Queen V ic to r i a " bu t fu l l of keen and 
searching analysis, pointed statement , and 
sound in fo rma t ion . In her wake—place 
aux dames—follow J a m e s the Second, de­
picted by Hi la i re Belloc ( L i p p i n c o t t ) , in a 
study sure to be interest ing and equal ly sure 
to be condit ioned by M r . Belloc's Cathol ic 
s lant on history, Bonnie Pr ince Char l i e , p o r ­
trayed by D o n a l d B a r r Chidsey ( D a y ) , 
comes next in l ine , and then the leaders of 
democracy come into v iew. Here is L m -
coln, despite all tha t has gone before , 
envisaged in new g a r b by Alber t J . 
Bever idge ( H o u g h t o n Miff l in) . M r . Bever-
idge's b iog raphy , t hough lef t incomplete 
by his death must nevertheless hencefor th 
rank as one of the most impor tan t studies 
of its subject, and as a w o r k which no 
student of Lincoln or of his period can af­
fo rd to do wi thou t . F o r the first t ime the 
records of Lincoln 's career as a small town 
l awyer and a legis la tor have been com­
pletely combed wi th the result t ha t the 
ear l ier stages of his career appea r in a new 
l igh t . Behind Lincoln come other Pres i ­
dents, T h e o d o r e Roosevelt as the revela­
tions of his "Dia r i e s of Boyhood and 
Y o u t h " (Scr ibners) reveal h im, M a r t i n Van 
Buren ( L i v e r i g h t ) as Denis T i l d e n Lynch 
sees h i m , Jefferson ( P u t n a m ) , as Meade 
M i n n i g e r o d e has reconstructed him la rge ly 
on the basis of letters f rom Citizen Genet , 
" T h a t M a n A d a m s " ( B o n i ) , most vividly 
and vivaciously presented by Samuel^ M c ­
Coy, J o h n Quincy Adams as he material izes 
f rom his D i a r y ( L o n g m a n s , Green ) which 
Al lan Nevlns has edited, and the soldier 
Pres ident , Gran t . W e stop short here of 
character izat ion fo r honesty compels us to 
admi t tha t we 've seen no th ing as yet of 
W . E . W o o d w a r d ' s " M e e t General G r a n t " 
( L i v e r i g h t ) but the announcement that it 
is in p repa ra t ion . But M r . W o o d w a r d can 
be trusted to be interesting. 

And so we arr ive at the personalit ies who 
have had their pa r t , if not genera l ly a 
m a j o r pa r t , in the annals of their country . 
H e r e , fo r instance, is tha t pirate of the 
l and , J i m Fisk, whose manipula t ions of 
business and stock netted him a for tune and 
the count ry eventua l ly a catas t rophe,—here 
he is shor t ly to be presented as "Jubi lee 
J i m " ( M a c m i l l a n ) , by Rober t H . Fu l l e r . 
He re are biographies of that " roughneck 
of the Revo lu t ion , " as the publishers de­
scribe h im, "Simon G i r t y : T h e Whi t e Sa­
v a g e " ( M i n t o n , B a l c h ) , by T h o m a s Boyd, 
F raz i e r H u n t ' s "Cus t e r " ( C o s m o p o l i t a n ) , 
Chief Buffalo Child L o n g Lance's au to­
b iog raphy (Cosmopoli tan") . H e n r y W . 
Lawrence ' s " T h e Not Quite P u r i t a n s " 
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