
T H E SATURDAY REVIEW O F LITERATURE, APRIL 27, 1929 959 

The New Books 
The books listed by title only in the classified list below are noted here as 

received. Many of them will be reviewed later. 

Art 
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN SCULPTURE. Cali­

fornia Palace of the Legion of Honor. 
ART AND EDUCATION. By a Group of Authors. 

Bmnes Foundation. 

Belles Lettres 
ART AND CIVILIZATION. Edited by F. S. Marion 

and A. F. Clution-Brock. Oxford. $4.75. 
CRKATIVE WRITING. By William Wek'.er Ells-

i.L-orth. Funk & Wagnalls. $2. 
COLLECTED ESSAYS. By W. H. Hado-.i-. Ojiford 

University Press. 
SHAKESPEARE AND HIS FELLOW DRAMATISTS. 

Edited by E. H. C. Oliphanl. Prentice-Hall. 
2 vols. $4 each. 

IMPERISHABLE DREAMS. By Lynn Harold 
Hough. Abingdon. $1.75. 

.ALEXANDER POPE AS CRITIC AND HUMANIST. By 
Austin Warren. Princeton University Press. 

CoNiF.MPORARY ESSAYS. Edited by Odell Shcp-
ard. Scribners. $1. 

LABELS AND LIBELS. By Dean Inge. Haipers. 
i--

Biography 
T H E DIARY OF DOSTOIEVSKY'S 

WIFE. Edited by R E N E F U L O P - M I L L E R 
and D R . F . R . ECKSTEIN. Translated 
from the German by MADGE PEMBERTON. 
Macmillan. 1928. $7. 
Madame Dostoievsky's diary covers the 

period from April 14, 1867, when she and 
her husband left St. Petersburg for a tour 
abroad, to August 13 of that year, when 
they were in Geneva. They stayed from 
May to June in Dresden and from June to 
August in Baden-Baden, the trip being a 
sort of wedding journey, for they had but 
recently contracted their marriage—the sec­
ond for Dostoievsky. Originally written in 
shorthand, as a record for her mother, Ma­
dame Dostoievsky's notes of the honeymoon 
were transcribed almost thirty years later. 
Enough of their freshness remains to make 
fascinating reading. 

Through the diary stalks Dostoievsky, 
now raging, now kissing, no hero, but mere 
husband to his wife. Only once does she 
mention his work. On the whole she is oc­
cupied with the price of tea, and cheese, and 
dinner, with the "stupidity and dishonesty 
of the Germans," and with "Fiodor" as a 
companion. 

A very prosaic and practical young per­
son she was, this twenty-year-old wife of 
the author of "Crime and Punishment," but 
she had intelligence and she had mettle. In 
the fourteen years of their marriage she 
grew to take her place by her husband's side 
as helpmate in the true sense of the word, 

• and his last years were softened by her lov­
ing kindness and practical helpfulness. In 
this chronicle of the first few months of 
their relationship is foreshadowed the de­
velopment of the plastic young girl under 
the influence of her husband into the strong 
woman. 

The role of Dostoievsky's wife was not 
an easy one. She had to be patient with 
the extreme irritability which would take 
place after her husband had suffered an 
epileptic fit, and she had to bear with a 
\-eritable fever of gambling, which took 
hold of him for ten years. He was in such 
need of money that it seemed to him that 
only in roulette could he see his way out. 
Ho lost his last penny and hers, he pawned 
his watch and overcoat, he pawned her ear­
rings and brooch and scarf, he called him­
self miserable and wretched, he fell at her 
feet and begged for forgiveness, and then 
took her last penny again. And she had, in 
addition, to bear with the discovery of a 
lively correspondence with the one love of 
Iiis life, Pauline Souslova, yet through it all 
she behaved with dignity and love. After 
fifty years of struggle and difficulties she 
could write, "Lord! why hast Thou given 
me such a happy life? Lord, how shall I 
thank Thee for i t?" 

Drama 
STAGE LIGHTING. By THEODORE 

FucHS. Little, Brown. 1928. $10. 
Adolph Appia was the first of the modern 

stage designers to interpret in terms of light 
clianging mood values in theatrical perform­
ance. Today subtle and atmospheric light­
ing is expected in all of our better theatrical 
productions. For over three decades, since 
Appia's lnno\'ations, lighting experts abroad 
and in this country have been perfecting, 
not only the lighting instruments themselves, 
but also a more facile control of these in­
struments, and at the same time increasing 
their flexibility to meet the growing de­
mands of designers and producers. Until 
this book, "Stage Lighting," by Theodore 
Fuchs, appeared, little of genuine sig­
nificance or value had been written on this 

important element in theatrical productions 
today. The book is designed to fill a dual 
role—to serve the designer and technician 
in the theater. "The more technical the 
artist, and the more artistic the technician, 
the more reasonable will be the demands of 
the former and the more satisfactory will 
be the execution of the latter." 

"Stage Lighting" should serve as a text 
book in all schools of the theatre, and as 
a handbook for every technician in the 
amateur and professional theatre. Mr. 
Fuchs, unlike many who write of and for 
the amateur in the theatre, never questions 
his reader's capacity to comprehend a clear-
cut scientific definition when his material 
demands it. Consequently there remains no 
mystery, for instance, at the outset as to the 
identity of a watt, a volt, or an ampere, 
and where words might not always clarify, 
the author relies on copious, well-drawn 
illustrations. The material is arranged in 
a convenient, natural order, and well aug­
mented with original lists and bibliographies. 
Such objects as electricity, light, color, 
equipment, and control are analyzed vividly 

(Continued on next fage) 
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"A -vnllahle mine 
of ariyiniil and 
fint/ifntif study.— 
N. Y. Times. 

"Onr of the mast 
rinniintic rharncters 
of the Romantic 
era'—,V. y. Her-
i,ld Trihiine. 

"tV!• have far too 
little such history." 
—iV. r. World. 

OUR 
REVOLUTIONARY 

FOREFATHERS 
by 

FRANCOIS MARBOIS 
Marquis de Barbe-Marbois 

TH E S E fascinating letters—for 
150 years deep hidden in ances­

tral vaults—were writ ten to his 
sweetheart in Paris at the time the 
famous Marquis was secretary to the 
French Minister to the United States 
(1779-1785). Naturally, he hobnobbed 
with Washington, Franklin and vir­
tually all the great men of the time. 
Less naturally, he had a delightful 
sense of humor, and put down his 
sometimes amused, sometimes re­
spectful—always eager impressions 
of American customs and manners. 

O r t a v o . 
VI uodculw BUFFIELB 

M A C M I L L A N B O O K S 

I 

T>rama and Poetry 

ENGLISH COMEDY 
By Ashley H. Thorndike 

Here is a complete and detailed history of English comedy 
from the crude horseplay incidental to the medieval mo­
ralities to the appearance of Shaw, Barrie and Synge,— all 
the shining group of wits who have made English comedy 
the richest, the most spontaneous of any in the world's 
literature. $4.50 

THE GOLDEN FALCON 
By Robert P. Tristram Coffin 
A collection of poetry which you 
will welcome at once for its power 
and its originality. $1.50 

PHEIDIAS 
By John Galen Howard 
A vivid biocrraphy in 
verse of Athens' ruling 
spirit. $2.50 

SAfc.*"' 

c^ New Book by VACHEL LINDSAY 
THE LITANY OF WASHINGTON STREET 
"Delicioufly different from anything published in a thou­
sand years . . . Somebody should offer a prize to the person 
who can find one dull paragraph in this book — it won't 
cost a cent.'"—St. Louis Globe Democrat $3.00 

Public Affairs 
A. N. Whitehead 

Aims of Education 
By the author of 
Science and the Kodern World 

A stimulating book which will cut 
a clear path for the reader through 
conflicting opinions and theories 
of education today. $2.50 
Franklin H. Giililings 

Tile IViiglity iVJedicine 
AfearIess,provocativediscus3ionof 
the "medicine man" in ancient cul­
tures and modern education by one 
of America's foremost socioligists. 

The IViexican *̂ *̂* 
Agrarian Revolution 
By Frank Tannenbaum 
Your understanding of the Mexi­
can situation will be greatly broad­
ened by this fresh study of the 
social and agrarian upheaval of the 
past eighteen years. $2.50 
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UNDERSTANDING 

W O M E N 
A letter to the 
P-ublisher, jrom 
the jorrner editor 
of "Life" 
iJear Mr. Hol l : 

I congratulate you on tiit-
publication uf l^XDKK-
S r A X n i N C , WOMKX. 
by Dr. Wieth-Kuu(l?en. 1 
a IT reading it with the 
most intense interest and 
pK-asure. It is by far 
tl"je bfst book on woman 
published since Schopen-
hai;cr, and he did not get 
her. i have read most of 
the literature on this .sub-
jet-1, [ iia\e two daugh­
ters of my owi'i and liave 
been surrounded by and 
have stuilied wojnen all 
my life. Thi-̂  book is 
very keen. It has hu-
mo'i' of tlic rl,u-lit -^orl. It 
is splendid 1\- translated, 
a book of very clear in-
telliKt-nce. Tliese \ o r -
weg-ians iiave il .over on 
us in ^o many ways. It 
is a grL-at book, 

^'oiu's sinoerelv, 
T i rO^lAS L. M.VSSON 
(Signed) 

F o r Men W h o Would L ike T o 
Know The Pacts • and Women 
Who Can Stand H e ring Them 
J S the high degree of respect 
i and deference that .Xni.-'ri-

can and European mefi pay 
lo wumen absmd—and a liad 
thing tor women, for --ocicty 
and for civilization? An emi­
nent Danish scientist, Dr. K. 
A. Wieth-Knudsen, wlio has 
devoted years to the study of 
wo-nen, believes it is. And 
he ijelievcs that an honest, 
(rank, unsentimental under­
standing of women based on 
the findings of biology, psy-
cl-;ology, and anthropology is 
the only means by which 
men can recover a natural, 
reasonable outlook on the fe­
male of the species, 

PHYSIOLOGY AXJ) 
PSYCHOLOGY OF 

WOMEN 
Dr. Wieth-Knudsen sets forth 
with unexcelled clarity the 
bodily and mental character­
istics and reactions of women 
under the circumstances of 
modern life—and particularly 
their relations to men. His 
style is as witty as liis out­

look is wdse. and for that 
reason his book is unnsuaiiy 
lascinating r-eadiny, 

THK I-:\ ' ()L[;TiO.\ OK 
MARRfACK 

\^'itli the discussion of this 
>ubject comes an iUu.ninat-
ing view of changing ma'-
riage customs, and of wo­
men's status through tlie 
ages. A history of women 
culminating in a view of 
feminism, its present effect 
and its trend, concludes thi;-̂  
remarkable book. 

A SENSATION IN 
E U R O P E 

Dr. Wicth-Knndsen's \olunie 
has attracted wides])read at­
tention in Europe and has 
already been translated into 
several languages. 1 ts pub­
lication now in America is 
an event of the first impor­
tance. In the words of Er­
nest Boyd. "I t will bring 
light and guidance into e\-ery 
home." 

At all booksellers, $3.00 

U N D E R S T A N D I N G W O M E N 
fijDr. K. A . W I E T H - K N U D S E N WÎ TH^A^F^OREWORD 

C-l I l/-\-r l_jrM T ' C A P R I L P U B L I C A T I O N 
E L L I O T H O L T S 25 West 45th street. New York 

**One oi the Finest P i ece s 
of Biographica l W r i t i n g of O u r T i m e " 

Second Large Edition 

EMPEROR FRANCIS 
JOSEPH of AUSTRIA 

By Joseph Redlich 

THIS book has nothing in com­
mon with the racy, superficial 

and sensational biographies with 
which the world is flooded. It is 
based on sound factual know­
ledge, and it is written with bril­
liant sympathy and deep wisdom. 
It is not only the best book on 
the subject, but one of the finest 
pieces of biographical writing of 
.our time." — Professor William L. 
hanger in the New Republic. 

At Your Bookstore Now ' ' Illustrated ' ' I5.00 

THE MACMiLLAN COMPANY NEW YORK 

mmmmsm^ 

GOLDEN TALES 
OF OUR AMERICA 

STORIES OF OUR BACKGROUND AND TRADITION 
selected, with an introduction by 

MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

AN original selection of stories which give to readers of 
. today a reliable and first-hand record of American life 

and thought in the past. Each of the stories preserves for 
us an old custom, scene, legend, t radit ion o rway of living no 
longer to be found in our life. The whole makes a fascinat­
ing record, a sort of verbal motion-picture of an America 
that has vanished or is vanishing. $2.50 

DODD. MEAD & COMPANY, 449 Fourth A»enue, New York 

T h e N e w Books 
Drama 

(Continued from freceding fage") 
and with authoritative conviction—''which 
makes the nature of the volume essentially 
that of a hand book—a practical manual 
of application"—all of which is exactly 
what those who work in the theatre need 
most. 

T H E MISANTHROPE OF MOLIERE. 
Translated by W I L L L \ M F . GIESE. 

Houghton Mifflin. 1928. 
I T may fairly be doubted whether Pro-
•*• fessor Giese has translated "Le Misan­
thrope," but at least he has succeeded in 
bridging- the abyss which separates lovers of 
Shakespeare and lovers of Moliere. By add­
ing a dash of Elizabethan fancy to Gallic 
reason he has given English readers the op­
portunity to enjoy thoroughly a play which 
has always seemed lifeless in our language. 
When he pleases, he can render Moliere's 
lines in spirited Queen Anne style, a trifle 
more scintillating than the original. Here, 
for example, is Celimene's reply to Alceste, 
who has discovered complete evidence of her 
double dealing: 

What means this rhafsody on tides and 
treason? 

Good sh—/ half suspect xou^-ve lost 
your reason, 

.Moliere wrote: 

D'oii vient done, je •vous frie, un tel em-
portement? 

Avez-vous, dites-moi, perdu le jugetnent? 

At times, without warning, Professor 
Giese takes flight on Elizabethan wings. It 
is something of a surprise to bear Philinte, 
who in the original is good sense incarnate, 
blossom out in lines like these; 

Her nature's gentle, and slow moving time 
Has smoothed it to perfection. What sweet 

rhyme 
Could rhyme her sweetness, or what tongue 

recite 
That patient love that would outwatch the 

night 
And ling tlie stars to sleep. . . . 

Of this, of course, there is no suggestion 
in Moliere. Even in the prose letters of 
the last act, a similar tendency appears: 
"Notre grand flandrin de vicomte, par qui 
vous commencez vos plaintes . . ." is ren­
dered, "As for our lubberly viscount, whom 
you make the head and front of my offend­
ing. . . ." But enough! It would be 
churlish indeed to berate a maker or re-
maker through whose skill a masterpiece has 
become a source of delight to new readers. 
Doubtless, in the Elysian Fields, Moliere 
and Shakespeare are congratulating each 
other on this fusion of their muses. 
AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS OF TODAY. By Burns 

MatitU. Dodd, Mead. $3. 
CiRAN'O DE BERGERAC. By Edmond Rostand. 

Done into English Verse by Brian Hooker. 
Modern Library. 95 cents. 

J-ANTAsio. By .Alfred de Alussrt. Translated 
bv Ala!in\<- Baring. Pleiad. 

Education 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS OF CHILDHOOD. 

By PAUL HANLY FURFF.Y. Macmillan. 

1929. $2.2'5. 

The purpose of this book as set forth in 
the preface is "to give an account of the 
community's attack on the social problems 
of childhood." It's purpose has been ade­
quately and accurately fulfilled, without 
partisanship. The author reviews critically 
the scientifically developed methods of meet­
ing problems which have arisen as the result 
of our shifting civilization for the pre­
school child, for the older child at home, 
in the schools, at work, or at play, and for 
delinquent, defective, and dependent chil­
dren. The book will undoubtedly be useful 
not only as a textbook for students interested 
In children from the sociological aspect (to 
whom the bibliographies should be of special 
interest) but also to community officers who 
are interested in reviewing local facilities 
for meeting children's social problems. 

SELECTIONS FROM ALEXANDER POPE. Edited by 
Grorge Sherhum. Nelson. 

..\N OUTLINE OF WORLD LITERATURE. By Edgar 
C. Kn owl ton. Nelson. 

GATEWAY TO ENGLISH LITERATURE. By Ben­
jamin A. Heydrich. Noble & Noble. $1.3;. 

Fiction 
T H E LADDER OF FOLLY. By M U R I E L 

H I K E . Appleton. 1929. $2. 

The gracefully written story of a young 
English girl's transition, by experiences both 
happy and disillusioning, from immaturity 
to a full consciousness of life, this novel is 

one of the few by Miss Hine which ap­
proaches distinction. Its demure heroine, 
Ann Massingby, gently-born daughter of a 
British India official, had been carefully 
reared in England, apart from her parents, 
by two elderly aunts. When still profound­
ly ignorant of the world, she goes to Lon­
don under the chaperonage of a dissolute 
cousin, and there, after a hectic season spent 
with a fast young set, is saved from the 
smirch of scandal by her older relatives' 
intervention. Though all this while in love 
with an American college professor, Ann's 
affections vacillate to an Armenian adven­
turer whom she trusts implicitly. But this 
smooth blackguard entices her into a com­
promising situation, nearly contrives her 
forcible seduction, brutally robs her, and 
causes the girl a prolonged illness which is 
nearly fatal. A seriously conceived, admir­
ably executed, and restrained novel, it is 
one which should prove particularly attract­
ive to feminine readers. 

T H E DEVIL BEATS HIS WIFE. By BEN 
WASSON. Harcourt, Brace. 1929. $2. 

This first novel by Mr. Wasson, a storj-
of the South, is not successful. The trouble 
is not hard to find, for as we read we are 
conscious that the material is thin, the char­
acterization superficial, the flow of the story 
a mere trickle. So many effective novels of 
the South have been written recently that 
we sense the weakness of "The Devil Beats 
His Wife" all the more acutely. Mr. Was­
son usually concerns himself with conven­
tional material, and when he is a trifle orig­
inal he is uninteresting. The narrative tells 
of a Southern woman who commits adultery 
with a passing Yankee; the old negro ser­
vant, Aunt Ann, is disgusted at the fact that 
the adultery was with a Yankee, not at the 
fact of the adultery itself. This Aunt Ann 
is the central character of the novel; we 
feel that the portrait of her is that of al­
most any conventional family servant. Mr. 
Wasson has not written here anything that 
will either interest or satisfy an intelligent 
modern reader. 

K I F : AN UNVARNISHED HISTORY. 
By GORDON DAVIOT. Appleton. 1929-
$2.50. 

When Archibald Vicar (Kif to his 
friends) returned to civil life after four 
years in the army he was not yet twenty. 
His enlistment in December of 1914 was 
not due to patriotic fervor, but to a boyish 
revolt against the unutterable tedium of a 
farm hand's life whose only high lights were 
rare trips to the neighboring market town 
on errands for the farmer's wife and the 
devouring of threepenny "thrillers." An 
orphan, never having experienced the hu­
manizing influences or the discipline of 
family life, meagerly educated, and thrown 
into close association with men of every 
conceivable background in early adolescence 
—here is material for a soul analysis, and 
for tragedy. 

London first cast its spell on the boy 
who had never, before his first leave, seen 
a city. A trip to Kempton Park with a 
brother in arms and Kif discovered that 
horse racing gave him a thrill beyond all 
others. He placed money with a country­
man's shrewdness and knowledge of horse­
flesh on a long shot, and won. Paradoxic­
ally enough, Kif's contact with women m 
the army was limited to a charming, ideal­
istic episode in France. It was only after­
ward in the prosaic world of affairs that 
he stumbled. Though in the Army he had 
never risen above the grade of private, after 
demobilization with his hundred pounds 
gratuity he was able to purchase a partner­
ship in a bookmaking establishment, indulge 
his love of the races to the full, and enjoy 
several months of affluence. When the in­
evitable crooked partner absconded Kif was 
left penniless. 

To call this a picaresque novel, though 
its hero lapses into crime and the record of 
his criminal operations fills the latter half 
of the book, would be to strain the term. 
The author manages to convey the essential 
fineness of a very young man ruined by 
circumstances. The 353 pages might with 
advantage have been considerably com­
pressed. 

SURRENDER. By J. C. SNAITH. Apple-
ton. 1928. $2. 

Young Dorland and a wandering Eng­
lishman whom we know only as "Jimsmitt," 
desert one dark night from Iti legion etran-
gere in Sidi-bel-Abbes, beat their way across 
the Sahara to Cairo, and finally drag back 
to England on a freighter. But the battle is 
then only half won. The two men had 
grown into a strange dependence on each 
other that was far from comfortable in 
England, no matter how useful it had been 
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