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The Reader's Guide 
Conducted by M A Y L A M B E R T O N B E C K E R 

Inquiries in icgard to the selection of books and questions of like nature slionkl be addressed 
to MRS. BECKER, C / O The Saturday Revieiu. 

R. J. A'., St. Mary's Seminary, PerryvUle, 
Mo., has been lately reading historical 
sketches concerning the City of Neiu Or
leans, and has been especially interested in 
Lyle Saxon's "Fabulous New Orleans," lately 
•published by the Century Co. He asks if the 
hooks nained in its bibliography {sending a 
list) are still obtainable. 
\ / f OST of them are now available only 
-'• -* in historical collections, but "General 
Butler in New Orleans," by James Parton, 
is still in print (Houghton Mifflin: $5) . 
and the most important of them all, the two 
books by Grace King, are still in demand, 
having gone into new editions. These are 
"New Orleans, the Place and the People" 
(Marmillan: $2.50), and "Creole Families 
of New Orleans" (Macmillan: $4) , re
markable contributions to our national life-
story. Among books not in this bibliog
raphy I notice a pamphlet, "Municipal His
tory of New Orleans," published by Johns 
Hopkins; "Sherwood Anderson and Other 
Famous Creoles," Pelican Bookshop, Royal 
Street, New Orleans; a collection of "Im
pressions of Old New Orleans," by Arnold 
Genthe (Doran: $ ; ) , and "The Ursulines in 
New Orleans," by H. C. Semple (Kenedy: 

J.O. 

B. M. C, New York, asks for the fro-
nunciation of Peder and of Beret, two char
acters in the noble new book by Rolvaag, 
"Peder Victorious," the sequel to "Giants in 
the Earth" {Harpers). 
A S nearly as I can get the sound of this 

•^*- e into some sort of notation, it is the 
a graze of the French. Bearing this in 
mind, one may call them Pay-Aev and Bay-
ret. -V. H. R., A. and M. College, Missis
sippi, asks who Fernan d'Amador is and 
where one may get information about his 
work. Mention is made of Fernan Felix 
de Amador, the Argentine writer and poet, 
in the English Bulletin issued by the Pan 
American Union, August, 1928, in an ar
ticle on page 835, entitled "Modern Argen
tine Poetry." A number of articles by 
Amador are published in Coras y Caretas, 
an illustrated magazine of Buenos Aires. 
A. G., New York City, rushes to the rescue 
of Spenser, whose spelling suffered, it ap
pears, under the hand of the correspondent 
who sent in a quotation fom the "Faerie 
Queene" for inscription on that library wall. 
Here is his copy of the passage typed from 
Pickering's edition; I pray the compositor 
to treat it with peculiar care: 

O turne thy rudder hetherward awhile: 
Here may thy storme-bett vessell safely ryde; 
This is the Port of rest from troublous 

toyle. 
The worldes siiieet In from paine and weari

some turmoyle. 

That is so lovely in its appropriate dress 
that 1 have pasted the typed copy up on my 
own library wall—but if it goes on the 
library wall in Pennsylvania I can see some 
children getting low marks on their spell
ing-lessons. 

E. P. C, Brooklyn, N. 7., can find plenty 
of information about the trouble caused by 
t/te stamps concerned in the Stamp Act of 
1761;, but not even a description by which 
he can determine ivhat these stamps looked 
like. 

T WONDER how many of us, confronted 
•*• with such a request, would turn first 
to "The Pageant of Civilization: World 
Romance and Adventure as Told by Post
age-Stamps," by F. B. Warren (Century), 
that grand picture-book of philately.' It 
might sound promising, that sub-title, till we 
were abashed by the remembrance—or the 
discovery—^hat the postage-stamp entered 
history in 1840 "with a one-penny black 
adhesive bit of paper bearing the likeness 
of the girlish Queen Victoria," while King 
George I l l ' s crowned monogram was the 
center of the excitement of 1765. The only 

picture I could find is on page 480 of the 
second volume of Albert Bushnell Hart's 
"Commonwealth History of Massachusetts," 
now being published by the States History 
Co., 156 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. This shows 
both sides of the stamp, just as it looks on 
the originals in the possession of the Mas
sachusetts Historical Society, where it is 
"stamped in" like a seal. 

And speaking of stamps, L. P. S., Pauls-
boro, N. J., would become a collector if he 
could find a book, not too expensive, that 
would instruct a beginner in the art of form
ing a postage-stamp collection, but those 
that he has seen are too technical and take 
too much knowledge for granted. 

THE simplest of all is "The Young Col
lector," by Wheeler McMillin (Apple-

ton) , prepared to meet the urge that impels 
children to collect something—in this case 
things as diverse as coins, stamps, Indian 
relics, dolls, flowers, and shells with as little 
money as properly brought-up children 
have to spend. The guide for grown-ups 
that takes the least for granted is "The 
Stamp Collector," by Stanley Johnson 
(Dodd, Mead) , a popular and useful in
troduction. "Chats on Postage Stamps," by 
Frederick J. Melville (Stokes), is another 
favorite guide: several pamphlets by the 
same author are published by the Severn-
Wylie Co., Beverley, Mass., including 
"Stamps Worth Fortunes." "Peeps at Post
age-Stamps," by S. C. Johnson (Macmil
lan) , has colored illustrations, and "The 
Wonderland of Stamps," by W. D. Bur
roughs (Stokes), tells for young people the 
stories connected with animals, flowers, and 
personages pictured on foreign stamps. 

O. E. W., Gambler, O., asks for all there 
is in English by or about Pushkin. 
" p U S H K I N , " by Prince Mirsky (Dut-

ton) , is the only book I know in 
English given entirely to the great Russian 
poet; this is one of the "Republic of 
Letters" series, and an admirable presenta
tion of the life and work of the writer 
whom Gogol called "the Russian man in the 
process of development, as he will be, say, 
two hundred years from now," "now" be
ing in the forties. No other Russian writer 
has been so carefully studied; the literature 
of Pushkinism is enormous, little of it, 
however, being accessible to the American 
reader. 

Of his works, "Boris Godunov" is pub
lished by Dutton, the "Prose Tales" are in 
Bohn's Popular Library (Harcourt, Brace), 
and three tragic scenes with the collective 
title "Love and Death," in the volume of 
"Plays of the Moscow Art Theatre Musical 
Studio" (Brentano's). The dramatic frag
ment, "Mozart and Salieri," appeared in 
Poet Lore in 1920, "Don Juan" in the 
Slavonic Review, 1927, vol. 5, and in 
libretto-form we have "Boris," "Coq d'Or," 
and "Eug;en Onegin," while Pushkin is rep
resented by selections in Warner's "Library 
of the World's Best Literature." I never 
found a translation of any of his lyric 
poems that at all satisfied my Russian 
friends, who commiserate the rest of the 
world on the loss of beauty essentially un
translatable. All the standard works on 
Russian literature deal with him, the South 
Atlantic Quarterly, Durham, N. C , had an 
article about him in January, 1926, and 
there is one in the collection of essays by 
C. H. Herbert, "The Post-War Mind of 
Germany" (Oxford University Press), 
while he figures in Dostoievsky's "Pages 
from the Journal of an Author," which 
was published by Luce in 1916. 

E. R. C, Philadelphia, Pa., asks about a 
periodical Notjo and Then, to which she has 
seen a reference. It is a periodical "of 
books and personalities, published occa
sionally from 30 Bedford Square, London, 
by Jonathan Cape" at fourpence a copy; 
sending two-and six brings six issues "as 

The Wits' Weekly 
Conducted by EDWARD DAVISON 

Competition No. 54. You have been commissioned to design a special deck 
of cards for the Bridge-cum-Literature Club of America. Each of the sixteen 
court cards is required to bear the facial likeness of a living American author. 
Mr. Mencken, for instance, might be the Knave of Clubs and Miss Millay 
the Queen of Hearts. These examples may, if you like, be incorporated. A 
prize of fifteen dollars is offered for the list of suggestions carrying the most 
amusing critical implications. (Entries should reach the Saturday Review office, 
25 West 45th Street, New York City, not later than the morning of March i i . ) 

and when they appear," which seems now 
to be quarterly. The winter number has 
among other reviews one of uncommon 
vivacity, by Naomi Mitchison, of the biog
raphy "Mary, Queen of Scots" by Mar-
garete Kurlbaum-Siebert, which in a spirited 
translation by Mary Agnes Hamilton has just 
been published here by Harcourt, Brace, and 
a grand book to keep you reading it is, too. 
Speaking of literary personalities, Harcourt, 
Brace has just published a hundred copies 
of a little book, "The Bloomsbury Group," 
with photographs and appreciations of Vir
ginia Woolf, Lytton Strachey, Clive Bell, 
and other members of that charmed circle. 
And speaking of magazines wanted, 
D. H. P., Pensacola, Fla., wants one for 
electro-plating; there are two concerned 
with this industry, Brass WorLi and 
Plater's Guide, monthly, 11 Cliff Street, 
N. Y., and The Metal Industry, monthly, 
99 John Street, N. Y., with which is in
corporated several magazines including the 
Electro-Plater's Review. D. H. P. also 
wishes a dictionary of chemical terms that 
would apply to electro-plating: I do not 
know of one especially for this purpose, but 
the little "Dictionary of Chemical Terms," 
by J. F. Crouch, published by Van Nostrand, 
includes terms used in electro-plating. 
J. L. W., Brooklyn, asks if there is any 
English translation of the critical works of 
Lemaitre. "Literary Impressions" of Jules 
Lemaitre, translated by A. W. Evans, was 
published by D. O. Connor, London, in 
1920; the essays include France, Bourget, 
Renan, Zola, Loti, Neo-Hellenism, and 
other subjects ancient and modern. His 
"Theatrical Impressions," translated by 
Frederic Whyte, was puijlished by Jenkins, 
London, in 1924; they go from Labiche 
and Dumas fils to Ostrowsky and the Chat 
Noir. A. F., Bloomfield, N. J., is looking 
for modern translations of Horace such as 
F. P. A. has made, "to convey his spirit 
to high-school students." Louis Untermeyer 
has a volume "Including Horace" (Har
court, Brace), and any number of young 
poets have tried their hands at slap-stick 
versions. Just why a poet distinguished for 
urbanity and grace (see, for instance E. H. 
Haight's "Horace and His Art of Enjoy
ment," Dutton) should be so often put into 

verse to be recited with the lower jaw pro
truding, I cannot determine. Kipling's Latin 
addition to Horatian carmina should interest 
these students; if anyone has a favorite 
English version, or book of versions, I 
shall be glad to forward its title. T. C. A., 
North Andover, Mass., has read that there 
was to be a translation of the "Moral 
Epistles" of Seneca, by John Basore, and 
has put in an order with his bookseller, but 
as yet has had no result. He would like 
to get the Discourses complete in one 
volume, in any edition. The translation 
by John Basore is in process of publication 
by Putnam. "Seneca's Morals," in a limited 
edition with introductory essay, is published 
by Harpers ($7.50), it is also one of the 
volumes of Burt's Home Library. The 
"Tragedies" of Seneca are published by the 
Oxford Press in one volume. 

I am informed by a learned reader that 
I should have recommended to the inquirer 
in search of a good translation of 
Lucretius's "De Rerum Natura" the one in
cluded in the Oxford Library of Transla
tions (Oxford University Press) "Lucretius: 
On the Nature of Things"—which has the 
added value of being done by the same man, 
C. Bailey, who edited the text edition for 
the famous series of Oxford Classical Texts. 

"One good turn deserves another," cries 
L. M. B., New York; "I think the book 
asked for by R. L. A., Grandview, Mo., is 
Professor Israel C. Russell's 'Rivers of 
North America' (1898) . In return for the 
'good turn' that you returned to my inquiry 
some time ago." This, I submit is grati
tude indeed. Perhaps someone may be like
wise inspired to answer the following call; 
I cannot, and I have submitted it to several 
British exiles and they cannot: F. A. M., 
Tampa, Fla., noticing that I spend part of 
the year in London, asks if I can tell him 
to what Galsworthy refers in his "Forsyte 
Saga" as "the most indispensable of modem 
appliances." He states that it has on its 
back "a sentence comparable to the very 
finest in Tacitus; 

Thos. T . Sorrow, 
Inventor. 

Bert M. Padland, 
Proprietor." 

Britons please write. 

THE VIKING PRESS 
18 Elast 48tli Street, New York City 

( y y O U are cordially invited to an enter

tainment of 3ur[>as«ing originality and 

charm. Your hostess, Mi«» Sylvia Tovnsend 

Warner, introduced Lolly V/illowci" and 

i^lr. r orhinc a MaWot" to a lar^e and ad> 

miring Srouf " ' rcader» and now takes ^reat 

jjleajurc in [jresentin^ the mo»t encli»ntjnS of 

all her J5rotege», Sukey Bond, whom you will 

meet and love in the t»^ea of 

THE TRUE HEART 
by S Y L V I A T O V N S E N D W A R N E R 

^mon^ the other juejt* of honor will be Eric 

Seaborn, Sukey's lovcri Mr». Ojtey, whose 

occut>ation though dishonorable is oldi Mrs. 

Seaborn, still wilting from a Princess's frown 1 

Queen Victoria! Prudence with her i^ueation-

ahleways and many other |5eo()le of im(>ort«nce. 

bince this will unaouhtedly he one of the 

beat entertainments of the year, we urge you 

to accejjt at once. 

*o your ftvoritt 
hooftstore 

Cover to Cover 
CJur^e $2.50 
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O N THE SHELVES OF YOUR 
FAVORITE BOOK SHOP 
you WILL ALWA/S FIND THE 
LATEST DUTTON BOOKS 
E i ^ t years a^o F E R D I N A N D OSSENDOWSKI 
start led tke civi l ixed -virorld witK "Beas t s , M e n a n d 
Grods". Cveryiwhere tbe cLief topic of conversat ion 
-vras "Is tLis l iook f ict ion or fact?** If i t -was f ic t ion 
people miust l ove f ict ion for i n r o u n d figures o n e 
m i l l i o n people Have read tk i s b o o k . 

THE LIFE OF MOSES, by 
E d m o n d F l ^ , "Moses the 
Prophet, Moses the Man emerges 
with the timeless I glory of all 
ages."—N. Y. Times. "A more 
impressive performance t h a n 
Ludwig's Son of Man."—The 
Bookman. 

Now this author has written his 
first novel 
T H E L I O N E S S , demonstrating 
his ability to write a throbbing 
adventure story filled with all 
the sinister color of the Mohatai-
medan underworld. 

T H E G I R L S M E N M A R R Y , 
by Jane Johns—looking for 
a husband? A book that has all 
the elements of a popular best
seller, told with a delightful 
frankness and an uncanny amount 
of insight. 

T H E P A T H W A Y , b y H e n r y 
' W l l U a m s o n , author of "Tarka 
the Otter", awarded the Haw-
thornden prize, 1928. Arnold 
Bennett says "This is a novel 
richly worth quarreling with—the 
opening scenes are masterly, the 
dialogue is absolutely life-like, 
the author 's gifts are authentic, 
dazzling—Mr. Williamson is a 
creator of loveliness." 

THE VILLAGE DOCTOR, 
Sheila'Kaye Smith** Aery 
latest novel, answering "What is 
a woman's supreme test of love 
in a man?" will appeal to all 
those who love the stories of this 
preeminent English novelist. 

THE REBEL GENERATION 
b y Jo Van Anuners«Kuller, 
Selected by the Book League of 
America as a book of the month. 
"One of those captivating family 
novels."—Harry Hansen in the 
N. Y. World. " I found myself 
unable to leave it alone."— 
Martha Ostenso. 

S E E I N G * S B E L I E V I N G , b y 
Gerard Hopkins, a dramatic 
forty-eight hours in the lives of 
four people. " I have not read 
dialogue this year with the enjoy
ment that I found in the con
versation of 'Seeing's Believing.' " 
—Nat Ferbeir. 

P R E C I O U S B A N E , b y 
M a r y W e b b , Premier Stanley 
Baldwin of England writes, " I 
have read 'Precious Bane' with 
keen delight, and have not en
joyed a book so much for years." 
A novel, receiving the Femina 
Vie Heureuse Prize, which has 
just sold 50,000 copies in Eng
land. 

S C O T L A N D ' S R O Y A L 
LDflE, by Grant R. Francis 
a fascinating biography of "Bon
nie Prince Charlie" together with 
the tragic and dramatic story of 
the Stuart monarchs. 

B A R T O L O M E D E L A S 
CASAS, by Marcel Brton, 
Bartolome de las Casas—liber
ator, explorer, adventurer, priest, 
sailing with Columbus to the^ 
West Indies. " A unified 
view of the brave old priest, 
kindly though a terrible 
fighter."—Charles J. Finger 
in the N.Y. Herald-Tribune. 

QOD m T H E M O D E R N 
WORLD, A Symporitun, 
H u g h Walpole with eight other 
distinguished men of letters and 
of the church, give their reasons 
for their religious beliefs. 
THE GUOS MEN MARRY $a.OO 
THE HOUSE THAT 

WHISPERED a.O« 
THE PATHWAY S.SO 
THE VnXAGE DOCTOR *.%n 
THE UPB OP MOSES 3.00 
THE REBEL GENERATION « . fe 
SEEING'S BELIEVING S.SO 
PRECIOUS BANE S.se 
SCOTLAND'S ROYAL LINE 7.00 
BARTOLOME OB LAS 

CASAS S.OS 
GOD IN THE MODERN 

WORLD a.SO 
THE GUILTY HOUSE a.OO 
GYPSY RICKWOOD'S 

FORTUNE-TELUNGBOOK I.SO 
IDA BROKE'THE HUMOR 

AND PHILOSOPHY OP 
GOLF * 5.Ce 
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