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The Reader's Guide 
Conducted by MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Inquir ies in regard to the selection of books and questions of l ike na ture should be adaressed 

to M R S . B E C K E R , 2 Bra iner ton Street, Chelsea, S. W . , London , E n g l a n d . 

P. F. S., Ejnaus, Pa., is to travel nearer 
home, via automobile and trailer, camfing 
every nig/it. Are there books on the techni
que of such transport, and exferiences of 
motor-tritvel in the United States? 

" A U T O C A M P I N G , " by F . E . Br immer 
•̂  -^ ( A p p l e t o n ) , and the same au thor ' s 

" M o t o r C a m p c r a f t " ( M a c m i l l a n ) , came 
out about the same t ime, and between them 
cover the subject f r o m the s tandpoin t of 
f ami ly t rave l . " T h e M o t o r C a m p i n g 
B o o k , " by E lon Jessup ( P u t n a m ) , is on 
a l l aspects of the subject, by a w e l l - k n o w n 
au thor i ty . 

" T h e F a m i l y F l ivvers to Fr i sco ," by F . 
F . Van de W a t e r ( C e n t u r y ) , supplements 
these directions wi th amus ing and pract ical 
details of such a t ranscont inenta l t r ip as 
m a n y Americans take to cross the continent , 
t h o u g h not a lways in so happy a f r ame 
of mind . " M o d e r n Gypsies ," by M . Bedell 
( B r e n t a n o ) , covers twelve thousand miles 
a r o u n d the United States, c amping every 
n igh t and everywhere . " M o t o r C a m p i n g 
on Western T r a i l s , " by M . F . Fe rguson 
( C e n t u r y ) goes 18,000 miles . 1 have a l 
ready spoken in s t rong praise of " O n W a n 
d e r i n g Whee l s , " by J a n and Cora Gordon , 
a m o t o r t r ip s o u t h w a r d a l o n g the At lan t ic 
coast, then in to N e w E n g l a n d , by an art ist-
a u t h o r col labora t ion. W h e n last I recom
mended books fo r a t o u r o f N e w E n g l a n d , 
I was reminded by those w h o had used it 
tha t Sarah Comstock 's " R o a d s to the Kev-
o l u t i o n " ( M a c m i l l a n ) m i g h t have been 
added to the list. I t m i g h t indeed, and I 
lef t it out by pure inadver tency. She tells 
of Revo lu t iona ry l andmarks as f a r south as 
M o u n t Vernon , but a number of her chap
ters deal wi th N e w E n g l a n d . T h e il lus
t ra t ions f r o m p h o t o g r a p h s are also unusu
a l ly good . 

TV/T Y recent flippant reference to the pic-
ture p o p u l a r l y k n o w n as " P a u l and 

V i r g i n i a " m a y have given some readers of 
this- column a w r o n g idea of the principles 
of Virginia in r e g a r d to costume. These , to 
set her r ight wi th the w o r l d , m a y be 
gathered f rom a sentence in the synopsis 
of the plot given in " T h e Reader ' s Digest 
of B o o k s " : — " B u t a hurr icane wrecks the 
ship before it can land , and Virg in ia , re 
fus ing to remove her clothes o r accept the 
aid of a naked sai lor w h o offers to take 
he r to shore, is washed overboard and 
d r o w n e d . " T h e new edit ion of this big 
Digest , by Helen Rex Kel le r ( M a c m i l l a n ) , 
is grea t ly en la rged and n o w goes to the 
edge of the present d a y ; it is a labor -sav ing 
device f o r l ibrar ians and in genera l comes 
in handy in any n u m b e r of ways . T h e plots 
are of novels and plays, and even of his
tories and biographies . 

E. H., Boston, Mass., asks about lucid 
and non-technical guides to the affreciation 
of fainting. 

" " I I T H Y W e Look at P ic tures , " by Ca r l 
' ^ ^ H . P . T h u r s t o n ( D o d d , M e a d ) , 

goes into the ma t t e r wi th thoroughness and 
care j it is the latest of a number of guides 
to happiness t h r o u g h the eye, and though it 
has no pictures of its own , it prepares a 
reader fo r the inte l l igent use of his eyes in 
any gal le ry . " H o w to E n j o y P ic tures , " by 
J . Li t t le john ( M a c m i l l a n ) , has eight color 
plates and many d r a w i n g s ; it analyzes and 
discusses famous pictures in the Louvre , the 
P r a d o , and the Na t iona l Gal le ry , in order 
thereby to present genera l principles. " T h e 
Approach to P ic tu res , " by T h o m a s Bodkin 
( H a r c o u r t , B r a c e ) , in terpre ts twenty pa in t 
ings f rom Giot to ' s Joach im to Mane t ' s 
O lympia . T h e approach m a y be, it seems, 
phi losophical , technical , ana ly t ica l , casual, 
o r " b y siege," and the book is spir i ted. Clive 
Bell a lways makes one th ink , whe the r o r 
not one a lways thinks as he does, and his 
br i l l i an t " L a n d m a r k s in Nineteenth Century 
P a i n t i n g " ( H a r c o u r t , Brace ) includes, 
a m o n g others, Gericaul t , De lac ro ix , the 

Barbizon school, and the Pre-Raphael i tes , 
Degas , and Seurat . Ru th de Rochemont ' s 
" E v o l u t i o n of A r t " ( M a c m i l l a n ) includes 
pa in t ings , sculpture , and pr ints . 

T h e best book on its subject f o r the be
ginner is " H o w to Apprecia te P r i n t s , " by 
F r a n k W e i t e n k a m p f ( S c r i b n e r ) , and it goes 
a l o n g way wi th him f r o m the beg inn ing . 
It has lately been once more en la rged , its 
popu la r i ty keep ing u p . I have been asked 
by several readers f o r a book on modern 
sculpture la ter even than Lo rado T a f t ' s , by 
which to keep in touch wi th some of the 
distinctive w o r k of the present day. T h i s 
need has just been met by "Some M o d e r n 
Sculp tors , " by Stanley Casson, published by 
the Oxfo rd Universi ty Press. I t is the only 
book I k n o w that discusses the h igh ly con
troversial subject of present-day sculpture 
and illustrates the discussion w i th plates. 
T h o u g h there a re fo r ty of these, the book 
costs scarcely more than a nove l—someth ing 
to notice in a book on this subject. T h i s 
l ep ly wi l l come too late fo r the paper that 
G. S. F., Port-au-Prince, Haiti, was to wri te 
on the subject f o r a discussion-club, bu t it 
wi l l meet her interest in the mat ter . Start led 
by some of the new archi tecture, she was 
t ra i l ing it to its sources, t ak ing in sculpture 
a l o n g the way . 

A number of wel l - i l lus t ra ted books on 
pain t ings and painters have been recently 
published. Esther Singleton's " O l d W o r l d 
Masters in N e w W o r l d Col lect ions" ( M a c 
m i l l a n ) selects more than a hundred master
pieces that have been b rough t to this coun
t ry f rom fore ign galleries, and provides 
their reproduct ions wi th exp lana tory text. 
" A n In t roduct ion to Dutch A r t , " by R. W . 
Wilenski (S tokes ) , i l luminates the subject 
f o r the first t ime f o r the genera l r eade r ; 
this , l ike the one just named, is a la rge 
book, and it has many i l lustrat ions. Ha le , 
Cushman & F l in t have issued the two vo l 
umes of W i l l i a m T . Whi t ley ' s interesting 
anecdotes and character-studies of "Art is ts 
and T h e i r F r iends in E n g l a n d , 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 " ; 
it concerns no t only Engl ish but American 
artists, and has twen ty - fou r plates in i l lus
t ra t ion . " T h e Gospel Message in Great 
P ic tu res , " by D r . J ames Car te r ( F u n k & 
W a g n a l l s ) , wi l l be useful in evening ser
vices o r Sunday schools; it has fifteen ser
mons based on famous works of art and in
cidents in the careers of their creators, the 
pictures be ing in fu l l -page reproduct ions . 

L. G., New York, asks for a simple tvork 
on musical forms, not to be used ix com-

• position, but to enhance listening, and for 
a book with the lives of meU-knovm com
posers. 

Grace 
IS small 

enough to fit into a h a n d b a g , but the ten 
ta lks on musical f o rm out of which it is 
made wi l l help a beginner to get the most 
ou t of l istening. Each is fo l lowed by a list 
of works in i l lus t ra t ion ; a club could make 
a season's p r o g r a m f r o m it, wha t wi th al l 
the ways of musical reproduct ion n o w ava i l 
able . I t runs f r o m canon and fugue , the 
suite and the sonata, to absolute music wi th 
genera l titles and the music of the new day. 
I t wou ld be both provocat ive and enl ighten
i n g to read, in connection wi th a New Y o r k 
concert season, the quite recently published 
critical sketches wr i t t en by Claude Debussy 
in his yon th , in the vo lume " M o n s i e u r 
Croche" ( V i k i n g ) . Here are br ief studies, 
sometimes spicy, sometimes sympathetic , 
often sharp and bit ter , of musicians of his 
day and of ear l ier days, f rom Beethoven, 
Rameau , and W a g n e r to Richard Strauss 
and Pau l Dukas . 

" F a m o u s Composers , " by Na than Haskel l 
Dole ( C r o w e l l ) , has l o n g been p o p u l a r and 
respected: it has just reappeared in a new 
edition with added mate r i a l and eighteen 
new por t ra i ts . T h i s is an excellent home 
l ibrary book. 

' I ' H E Apprec ia t ion of M u s i c , " by 
Grid ley Wi lson ( M a c m i l l a n ) , is 

The Wits' Weekly 
Conducted by EDWARD DAVISON 

Com-petition No. 64. A prize of fifteen dol la rs is ofiered f o r the best lyric 
conta in ing nei ther adjectives n o r adverbs. (En t r i es should reach the Saturday 
Review office, 25 West 45 th Street, New Y o r k City, no t la ter than the m o r n i n g 
of Ju ly 29 . ) 

The J M A N S I O N S of 
P H I L O S O P H Y 

WH E N WILL DUEANT fitSt SUg-

gcsted The Mansions of 
Philosophy as the tit le for his new 
book. The Inner Sanctum applauded 
hearti ly, but wondered a- bit 
whether most readers would ap
preciate the allegory of the phrase, 
or expect instead an architectural 
handbook. Other candidates were 
considered: The Lure of Philosophy, 
A Philosophy of Life, Philosophy In 
Action, Invitation to Philosophy. . . 
But the first choice won out , and 
on the t i t le page of the book went 
tha t g lowing, profound quotat ion 
"In My Father's House Are Many 
Mansions." 

As usual, the trepidations of 
The Inner Sanctum were groundless. 
The t i t le is not only beautiful and 
faithful to the temper of the book, 
but many thousands of readers 
have found it magnificently clear 
and appealing. Again the subtlety 
and raijge of the reading public's 
preference have been under-rated, 
for The Mansions of Philosophy is a 
rjnkingbest-sellerallbverAmerica. 

And here in t ru th are mansions 
. . , crowned wi th topless towers 
for scanning the total i ty of things. 
The sub-title promises much. "A 
Survey of Human Life and Deitiny," 
but the promise is performed. Not 
in scattered sections, but in an 
integrated book of consummate 
scholarship, the timeless issues of 
man and metaphysics are bravely 
confronted, and quickened by con
temporary application. The des
tiny of mankind, the freedom of 
the wil l , the out look for religion, 
the meaning of history, the evolu
tion of love, the essence of beauty, 
the quest of happiness—these are 
some of the subjects analyzed in 
one of the staunchest a t tempts 
ever made to provide in a single 
gateway volume a tour of the in
finite. Ask your bookseller to 
show you this 703 page book. 
Turn at random to any page, and 
seek not in vain for wisdom 
winged w i t h wi t . Well has this 
new book: by WILL DURANT been 

named The Mansions of Philosophy. 

^̂ tV̂ JYA) from THE INNER SANCTUM of 
S I M O N and S C H U S T E R 
Publishers • 37 West 57th Street • New York 

V>LASS JLV /« ^*<^LASS X V E U N I O N 
f/iere is S T R E N G T H . . . . . . 

CONTRARY to popular belief, 
publishers of books do occa

sionally cling to a belief in an 
author despite the lack of cor
roborat ion from the reading public. 

The Inner Sanctum is at present 
exultant because of the belated 
recognition awarded the genius of 
FRANZ wKRFEL, wi th the appcar-
ance of his new novel. Class 
Reunion. 

In The New York Evening Post 
WILLIAM sosKiN wti tcs : "Whether 
one deals wi th humor or wi t or 
lyric beauty or joyousness or pain, 
in the hands of the true artist any 
of these elements may attain the 
flavor of universality, whicji is 
characteristic of a great work . . . 
To many, among whom I count 
myself, FRANZ wERFEL'splay, Goat 
Song was a stirring and important 
experience. Now the author offers 
us a novel. Class Reunion, and I 
find it a confirmation of Hefr 
WERFEL'S indicated genius ." 

" W E R F E L has portrayed wi th 

extraordinary beauty the tragic 
figure of a noble and gilfcd boy 
pitiably betrayed to his enemies." 
writes SHIRLEY WATKINS in The 

Philadelphia -Record. "Such por
trai ts arc not frequently presented 
t o the public, and they are valu
able in proportion to their r a r i ty . " 

" W E R F E L ' S name has been pro
posed several times for the Nobel 
prize in le t ters ," says The St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat. ' 'Class Reunion 
should further t ha t movement . " 

And HARRY HANSEN in The New 
York World adds: "Class Reunion 
reveals, tha t we have not yet 
taken the measure of FRANZ 
WERFEL. " 

The success of WERFEL'S books 
and plays in Germany has hi ther to 
marked h im—to reverse the prov
erb—a prophet not wi thout honor 
in his own country, but one whose 
stature was not fully taken abroad. 

N o w America, by acclaiming 
Class Reunion, has at last given 
FRANZ WERFEL of Vienna his due. 

(AlfflM) from THE INNER SANCTUM of 
S I M O N and S C H U S T E R 
Publishers,- 37 West 57th Street • New York 
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^he 
WHAT IS IT ABOUT? 
What happened to Home and 
Mother. . Falling in love—and 
failing out. . Sex mfFerences, their 
causes and conquest consolations 
of Religion, dogmas of Science, 
promises of Romance The two 
kinds of marriage The two kinds 
of celibacy ' Courtship and the 
court of domestic relations Beauty 
contests and the connoisseur . The 
man who marries a dumb wife 
Woman's right to propose, man's to 
refuse . Manly freedom and wo-
manjy wiles. How to be happy 
though single. . Farewell to the 
family. Children's rights Be
haviorism and birth control 
Mars, Venus and the baby, or sex as 
a. cause of war. Ethics of sex 
appeal. 

IS IT SERIOUS OR HUMOROUS ? 

Both—as was Tht Intelligtnt Woman's 
Guiit to Socialism and Capitalism, of 
which the present volume is not a 
parody. On the contrary, the author 
Maintains, it is a parallel study of a 
subject of even greater importance 
to humanity. 

WHO WROTE rr? 

Juanita Tanner, explained in a pref
ace as the daughter of Ann White-
field and John Tanner in Shaw's 
lion and Suftrman. Some will sur
mise that the pseudonym conceals a 
maQ. Some will say—but let them 
say. 

WHO WILL READ IT? 

Men—and women—who aren't mar
ried and wish they were; who aren't 
married and are glad they aren't; 

, who are married and are glad they 
are; who arc married and wish they 
weren't. Men and women who like 
a breath of fresh air in the midst of 
heated discussion. Men and women. 

am Guide 

MAHHIAGE 
^ 

and 

CELIBACY 
With lively appreciation of Mr. Bernard Shaw's genius in 
devising a mode of travel useful not only in the fenced fields 
of economics but in the hitherto uncharted land of romance 

'^^uanita banner 
m 

a 
« W« 

ĵ 

& 

You, like many intelligent men, may feel no great in
terest in the subject of this book. You wil l , unless you 
have very definitely broken wi th tradition, find your
self very busy wi th other matters. You may speculate 
about the question in odd moments; you may marry 
and wish you hadn ' t , or not marry and wish you had; 
you may be made happy or miserable all your life by it, 
but still you leave it to women as they have left the 
matter of earning a living to you. 

This seems to me very unfortunate. I can see no real 
reason why a man should be appointed administrator 
of the eighth commandment while a woman is given 
charge of the seventh. Even if we throw out all talk of 
altruistic reform and say simply that we want to 
manage our own affairs and make the world a better 
place to live in for our own selfish sakcs, then common 
sense says tha t as it takes two to make a marriage 
there's a better chance of success if we both th ink a 
lit t le about i t . 

I am going to assume for the purpose of this book 
tha t you are not only an intelligent man but an in
telligent man of this decade. As you have no doubt 
noticed, there are still going about among us many 

intelligent men and women of the year 1880, perhaps 
now and then an intelligent man or woman of the year 
of our Lord 1500, or of 400 B.C. Earlier models have not 
disappeared wi th the appearance of new types. For the 
sake of brevity then, I shall call you an intelligent 
young man, though you know, of course, tha t youth 
is a matter of view-point, not of years. ' 

Perhaps—who knows?—if you should be really in
terested, we can put o«ir heads together and do some
thing about both Adam's and Eve's curse in this topsy
turvy day when the prevailing expression for sex 
appeal is the neuter pronoun. 

At any rate you may find support for your interest in 
a good source. Should any less intelligent young man 
suggest tha t i t 's beneath your dignity to give to mar
riage a l i t t le of the sober thought you'd give to your 
future economic status please remind him that the 
Most Intelligent Man—who was likewise widely ex
perienced in matrimony—said, " I t is better to dwell in 
a corner of the housetop than wi th a brawling woman 
in a wide house ." 

—From JuANiTA TANNER'S Preface 

$3.30 at Bookstores 
THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY • Publishers INDIANAPOLIS 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


