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The New Books 
T h e books listed by ti t le only in the classified list be low are noted here as 

received. M a n y of them wi l l be reviewed la ter . 

Art 
S O M E M O D E R N S C U L P T O R S . By S T A N 

L E Y CASSON. Oxfo rd Universi ty Press. 
1929. 
A f t e r a glance at Barye and Rodin the 

a u t h o r passes in review such F rench suc
cessors as Ma i l l o l , Bourdel le , Bernard , and 
Despiau. T h e r e is an inter lude on the 
a rcha iz ing Slavs, Mes t rov ic and Rosandic, 
before considering the Brit ish independents, 
E r i c Gil l and Gaudier -Brzeska , and the sur
vey ends wi th Jacob Epstein who is proper ly 
set down as a belated romant ic . Ev iden t ly 
the theme does no t lend itself to systematic 
t rea tment , as M r . Casson readi ly admi ts . W e 
are dea l ing wi th the expressions of indi
viduals wi th no b ind ing pr inciple of social 
sanction o r cont ro l . T h e r e is no modern 
taste, jus t the var ious tastes of modern 
artists. A l l this is ably elucidated in an 
in t roduc tory essay which is the neatest pa r t 
of the book. I t abounds in points of view 
which are a t once or ig inal and judicious. 
In pa r t i cu la r the immemor ia l v iew that the 
best sculpture is mul t i l a te ra l and equal ly 
good in a l l aspects is chal lenged. General ly 
this is a suggestive book, t rea t ing in the 
main eccentric mat te r bu t wi thou t eccen
trici ty. 

Belles Lettres 
M U C H L O V E D B O O K S , B E S T S E L L E R S 

O F T H E A G E S . By J A M E S O ' D O N N E L L 

B E N N E T T . Boni & Liver ight . 1929. 

These sixty papers were serial articles in 
the Chicago Tribune, wr i t ten to the theme 
and reminder that the old books are still 
the fashion, and addressed to the Tribune's 
very miscellaneous and possibly on the wholc 
not very erudi te , public. Fo r the end in view 
they are decidedly well done. T h a t the 
grea t old books are still read is quite cer
tain. T h e conspicuous r ead ing habits of 
mil l ions obscure the less conspicuous habits 
of other mil l ions, probably fewer but by 
no means f e w ; and probably M r . Bennett 's 
unsophisticated but quite individual com
ments on the s tandard books of his choice is 
of the best possible service. Cul tu re is the 
child of long t radi t ion, and books are now 
the t radi t ion 's chief conveyance. T h e more 
readers of old books there are the sounder 
is the cul ture , maugre all theories that seem 
to preach the con t ra ry . If Thucydides and 
Gibbon, Horace and Chaucer , Goethe's Faus t 
and the Book of J o b , Mol iere , M o n t a i g n e , 
and T h o r e a u , Bunyan and Burns and Byron 
— i f these and the rest mean no th ing , or 
no th ing impor tan t , to any m a n — t h e n he is 
so fa r an outsider. M r . Bennett 's sixty books 
are not al l very old, nor al l equal ly im
por tan t , but they are all something in the 
grea t t rad i t ion . 
A CONVERSATION WITH AN ANGKL. By Hilaire 

Belloc. Harpers. $2.50. 
T H I S FICTION BUSINESS. By H. Bedford-Jones, 

Covlci-Frlede. $2. 
ASPECTS OF BIOGRAPHY. By Andre Maurois, 

Appleton. $2. 
A GUIDE TO BERNARD SHAW. By Edzi:ard Wa-

genkneckt. Appleton. $1.50. 
LACTANTIUS AND MILTON. By Kathleen Ellen 

HartzvelL Harvard University Press. 

Fiction 
S A N D . By W I L L J A M E S . Scribners. 1929. 

$2.50. 

Here is a volume with a theme that has 
supplied innumerable stories to the Youth's 
Companion and St. Nicholas, and it is an 
i l lustrat ion of h o w little the theme matters 
compared wi th the hand l ing . T h e weak l ing 
f rom the luxur ious city who is somehow 
tumbled into the spaces where men are men, 
or boys are boys, according; to the ag'e of 
the expected reader , and there makes good 
— w h a t could be expected of this venerable 
sermon? And yet once in a long while 
some wr i t e r who real ly has the feel of the 
places he tells about can make it a l iv ing 
story. K i p l i n g did it in "Cap ta in s Cour 
a g e o u s " ; W i l l J ames has done it in " S a n d . " 

T h e real value of " S a n d " lies in the pic
ture it gives of the cow country. T h e story 
is well m a n a g e d ; the capture of the wild 
black stallion on which the hero has set his 
hear t is made both impossible and credible ; 
but wha t one wil l r emember is not the des
pai r when the horse goes t h rough the t rap 
the first t ime, nor the t r i u m p h when he is 
caught and tamed, but the fe l lowship one 
has had wi th the cowboys, wi th the i r s trange 
carr iage "as if the g round wasn ' t fo r them 
to step o n , " T h e au tho r knows his country 
int imately, and can convey some of his 
knowledge to his readers. T h e style is 
pleasantly col loquial , yet wi th here and 
there an a w k w a r d , pseudo- l i terary passive 
construction that suggests that the wr i te r is 
t rea t ing the Muse as he would behave to 
any other l a d y — w i t h an e n g a g i n g shyness. 

FAMILY GROUP. By 

$2.50. 
LONE VOYAGERS, By Wanda 

Houghton Mifi'iin, $2,50, 
SARAH AND SON. By Timothy Shea, 

Mead, $2, 
AN ARTIST PASSES, By Arndt Giusii, Dodd, 

Mead, $2,50. 
J I M THE CONQUEROR, By 

niopolitan, $2. 
WAR. By Ludzvig Renn, 
T H E LAUGHING QUEEN. 

Dodd, Mead. $2,;o. 
T H E TORCH AND O T H E R TALES. By Eden 

Phillpotls. Macmillan. $2.50. 
T H E STORY OF K E T H , By Blanche Girouard, 

Macmillan. $1.75. 
EAGLES FLY H I G H , BV E. B, Dewing, Stokes. 

$2. 
SOLDIERS OF MISFORTUNE. By Fercival Chris

topher Wren. Stokes. $2. 

Diana Patrick. Dutton. 

Fraiken Neff, 

Dodd, 

Dodd, 

Peter B. Kyne. Cos-

Dodd, Mead. $2,50. 
By E. Barrington, 

History 
A H I S T O R Y O F RUSSIA, By G E O R G E 

V E R N A D S K Y . Yale Universi ty Press. 1929 . 

$4. 

So f a r as we know this is the best one-
volume w o r k in its field a m o n g those 
wri t ten fo r foreigners . Fac tua l , bu t not 
overburdened wi th deta i ls ; precise, but wi th 
the largest sociological perspect ive; t h o u g h t 
ful , but quite scientific; o r ig ina l in its p a r 
t icular at tent ion to Asiatic influences in 
Russian history and cul ture , but free f rom 
romanticism in ideal izat ion of these influ
ences, the book presents a remarkab le outl ine 
of the or ig in , g r o w t h , and change of Rus
sian people, cul ture , and poli t ical o rgan iza 
tion. H a l f of the book is devoted to re
cent events in Russian history, the W a r and 
Revolut ion . It wou ld be ha rd to find any 
other w o r k which gives so competent , so 
concise and impar t ia l a history of the Rus
sian Revolut ion as the story which it carries 
up to 1929, A complete and excellent b ib
l i og raphy adds to the value of the w o r k . 
W i t h o u t any hesitation we recommend it 
both to students and to the general reader . 

By Sidney Smith, .ASSYRIA, EARLY HISTORY 

Dutton, $12, 

T H E BLOODY .'XSSIZE, By Sir Edward Parry, 
Dodd, Mead, $5, 

T H E COOPER.^TIVE MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA DUR

ING THE WAR. By Eugene M. Kayden and 
Alexis N. Antsiterov, Yale University Press. 
$4-

T H E E F F E C T OF THE WORLD WAR UPON THE 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY' OF JAPAN. By 

Kaku]iro Yatnasaki and Gotaro Ogatva, Yale 
University Press, $4, 

SEA WOLVES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN. By £". 

Hamilton Currey, Stokes, $1,50, 
PERIL OF THE SE.\, By J, G, Lockhart, Stokes, 

$1.50. 

.A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE, Epilogue. 

Vol, 
$6. 

L By Elie Halevy, Harcourt, Brace, 

Poetry 
WREN'S NEST. By T. Y. Cooper. Ha 

Pa,: Picket Press, $2,Jo. 
POEMS AND ESSAYS IN CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Hitch. Published by the author, 
Stockton, Calif, 

HOVERING SH.ADO'.VS, By Eli'z.abeth 

Frost. Harpers, $2, 
ENGLISH POETRY- OF THE N I N E T E E N T H C E N 

TURY. By Oscar James Camphell and J. F, 
A. Pyre. Crofts. $3.50. 

.'\BBEYFE.ALE. By Alary Quinlan 
Badger, 

By Alfred 
Box 122, 

Hollister 

Eaughlin. 

Travel 
A G L I M P S E O F G R E E C E , By E D W A R D 

IIuTTON, Macmi l l an , 1928, 

T r a v e l in modern Greece is a mixture of 
sentiment and i r r i ta t ion . T h e discomforts 
of travel are constantly al leviated by the 
i)eauiv of the country and the ruins of its 
past g lory . T h e perfect equipment fo r en
joying the land are , an a rdor for archa-ol-
ogy, a tough consti tution, and an abundan t 
iiunior, M r , Hut ton Is apparen t ly blessed 
with all rliree, and has made an enjoyable 
record of his tour with a deal of l ea rn ing 
careful ly concealed by small talk, and wi th 
much useful and definite in format ion fo r 
-he lienefit of tho.se who wou ld see the high 
,"pots of tireece and who have not the energy 
TO master Baedeker, Of course, since the 
last Baedeker was published in 1909, there 
is a good ileal that Air. Hu t ton has to sav 
".vhich is not accessil:)le elscw-here. Tl ie 
indifferent reproduct ions of very good pic
tures are rather for those who stay at home, 
nut the big map in the hack of the book is 
a boirn to all . 

TRAILI.N'G THE TIGER. By Mary Hastings Brad
ley. ."Appleton. $3.50. 

T H E ITINERARY OF LUDOVICO DI VARTHEMA OF 

Î or.oGNA, Translated by John Winter Jones. 
McKee, $10. 

"A FINE, 
TIMELY 

BOOK. GO 
OUT AND 
BUY IT." 

-The Outlook. 

MEN AND MACHINES 
By STUART CHASE 

" I s m a n t h e m a s t e r of t h e m a c h i n e o r t h e m a c h i n e t e n d e r , ens l aved 
b y t h e t h i n g h e t e n d s ? . . S t u a r t C h a s e gives t h e m o s t c o m p l e t e a n d 
sa t i s fac tory we igh ing of benef i t s c o n f e r r e d aga ins t h a r m d o n e ; p o t e n 
t i a l i t i e s for good agains t t h e m o s t h o r r i b l e p o t e n t i a l i t i e s for ev i l . " 

—New York World. 
" O n e c a n n o t r e a d so m u c h as a r a n d o m p a r a g r a p h w i t h o u t b e i n g s t im
u l a t e d t o t h o u g h t a n d t o a rgument . "—iVeu; York Herald-Tribune. $2.50 

tH best-seller everywhere 

A PREFACE TO MORALS 
By WALTER LIPPMANN 

R e v i e w e r s a n d r e a d e r s r e p o r t t h i s b o o k as " b r i l l i a n t " — " s t i m u l a t i n g " 
— " i n t e r e s t i n g " — " c h a l l e n g i n g " — " p r o f o u n d " — " s t i r r i n g " — " s e a r c h i n g " 
— " p r o v o c a t i v e " — " c o n s o l i n g " — " s t e a d y i n g " — " h e a r t e n i n g " . — " A b o o k 
w h i c h m e r i t s n o ad jec t ive of l o w e r p o w e r t h a n m a g n i f i c e n t " — " A ph i l 
o s o p h y for t h e m o d e r n a d u l t . " $2.50 

"«f volume of tnomentous importances^ 

The Nature of the Physical World 
By A. S. EDDINGTON 

A n in t e l l ec tua l a d v e n t u r e for a l l i n t e l l i gen t r e a d e r s . " O n e of t h e m o s t 
fasc ina t ing of all t h e b o o k s t h a t dea l w i t h t h e c o m p l e x p r o b l e m of 
phys ics , p h i l o s o p h y a n d re l ig ion . . . I t succeeds in b i n d i n g t h e m to
g e t h e r w i t h a c o m m o n m e a n i n g . " —Philadelphia Ledger. $3.75 

I\>r connoisseurs of Action 

TRYPHENA 
By EDEN PHILLPOTTS 

A n o t h e r de l igh t fu l nove l of t h e 
D e v o n s h i r e folks w r i t t e n w i t h 
t h e m a s t e r t o u c h t h a t so dis t in
gu i shes E d e n P h i l l p o t t s ' b o o k s . 
H e r e t h e c h a r m of ru ra l Eng land ; 
t h e h o m e l y p h i l o s o p h y of t h e 
c o u n t r y peop l e ; t he compl i ca t ions , 
fears a n d joys t h a t c a m e to Try
p h e n a in h e r search for love b r i n g 
h o u r s of g e n u i n e p l e a s u r e t o t h e 
r e a d e r . $2.00 

VICTOR AND 

ViCTI 
By JOHN R . 

T h i s nove l was u n a n i m o u s l y se
lec t ed by t h e P u l i t z e r N o v e l j u r y 
as " t h e bes t of t h e y e a r ' s offer
ings . " I t t e l l s t h e a b s o r b i n g s to ry 
of a m a n ' s s t ruggle to r e g a i n h i s 
s t a n d i n g af te r a fall f rom grace . 
I t h a s b e e n t e r m e d " o n e of t h e 
m o s t power fu l b o o k s i n y e a r s . " 

$2.50 

A KING OF SHADOWS 
By M A R G A R E T Y E O 

A th r i l l i ng ta le of J a m e s S tua r t ' s a t t e m p t t o rega in t h e E n g l i s h t h r o n e . 
" I t b r i m s w i t h ac t ion based on firm h i s to r i ca l g r o u n d a n d t e e m s w i t h 
p e o p l e of i m p o r t a n c e . . . I t is h i s to ry in t h e finest fo rm a n d r o m a n c e 
in i ts mos t s tu rdy type . " " V i v i d in c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n , d r a m a t i c in inci
d e n t , s u p p l e and swift i n m o v e m e n t . " $2.00 

".Jt* extraordinary hook'>'> 

ANDREW JOHNSON 
By LLOYD P. STRYKER 

" N o t m e r e l y a b i o g r a p h y of J o h n s o n ; i t is r a t h e r a c o m p l e t e p o r t r a y a l 
of t h e m a n in h i s r e l a t i on to t h e t i m e s , a c o m p r e h e n s i v e s tudy of t h a t 
evi l consp i r acy lo R o b e s p i e r i z e t h e S o u t h a n d of t h e u n d a u n t e d m a n 
w h o o p p o s e d h i s s ingle sword t o t h e r e v o l u t i o n i s t s a n d suffered for i t . " 

—New York Times. $6.00 

Business English 

The Secretary's 
Handbook 

By SARAH A. TAINTOR 

Clear]y .def in i te ly ,and in conveni 

en t form t h e ^occiitl i n fo rmut ion 

n e e d e d by secre tar ies is careful ly 

c o m p i l e d in t h i s m a n u a l . I t is 

p l a n n e d f rom t h e i r po in t of v iew 

and stresses t h e i r p r o b l e m s in Uie 

cor rec t usage of Engl ish . .$3.50 

[ 

The Useful Art 
of Economics 
By GEORGE SouLE 

" I h a v e yet to read b e t t e r w r i t t e n 
a n d c l ea r e r n o n - t e c h n i c a l s ta te 
m e n t s of t h e w e l l - k n o w n facts o n 
t h e p r o t e c t i v e tariff, t h e chief 
p r o b l e m s of foreign t r a d e ( inc lud
ing re j ia ra t ions a n d t h e in te r -a l -
lied d e b t s ) , t h e m e a n s of stabil iz-
i n g b u s i n e s s a n d t h e p r e s e n t s t a tus 
of t h e A m e r i c a n f a r m e r t h a n a r e 
to b f found in th i s v o l u m e . " 
—New York Herald-Tribune $2. 
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Points of View 
"A Reg'lar Feller" 

To the Editor of The Saturday Review: 
Sir: 

In recent numbers of the Review there 
has been some discussion concerning the 
genesis of the description of George Ster
ling's face:—"like a Greek coin run over 
by a Roman chariot." It is said that Ster
ling was peeved. Very probably. So much 
depends upon what might have been on the 
coin. If it was the bust of some Greek 
worthy it would not be pleasant to have 
one's face referred to as "a good bust ruined 
by a Roman chariot." If it exhibited the 
Mithraic bull and accessories someone might 
call it "a stick-up man mashed flat by a 
Roman flivver." This might be equally 
unsatisfactory to one whose face had to be 
worn as publicly as that of George Sterling. 

But this letter is not concerned with 
George Sterling's face and its relation to an
cient history. It merely takes advantage of 
this mention of Sterling to recall an inci
dent of his early youth that may be inter
esting to those who know him only through 
"The House of Orchids," "A Wine of 
Wizardry," or "The Testimony of the 
Suns." 

When Sterling was a boy he lived in a 
coast town on Long Island; a town an
ciently of the whaling industry but more 
recently of fishing in general. The town 
was old and was proud of its age and its 
whaling memories, its whaling ancestry, its 
whalers' descendants, and its whalers' yarns. 
It was a decorous town with tried and true 
Victorian traditions. The man who whis
tled on Sunday would hardly be more wel
come there than in Aberledy a hundred 
years ago. The great interest on Sunday 
was Church, and everybody went to church 
regularly or lost standing in the community 
promptly. And the Episcopal Church with 
its tall, slender spire was the receptacle for 
all the best people on the Sabbath Day. The 
town was proud of that church and all it 
stood for; but its pride was greatest in the 
spire. That spire was famous in the whole 
region round-about. It was the last thing 
the whaler saw as its tip dipped below the 
horizon and he faced the open sea. It was 
the first thing he saw on coming back from 
his labors, and he watched for the first 
glimpse of it as he watched for the 
wpl^omr he knew nw,Tited hini at hi? h't^me. 
Even the whales were said to keep an eye 
open for that steeple; but when they saw 
it they made for the deep sea immediately. 

Now George Sterling was emphatically 
one of the boys of that town. Not that he 
was the topmost apple on the topmost 
bough; the distinction of that lofty and re
mote eminence belonged to another young
ster of the most exceptionable ancestry, 
whose reticence and dignity effectually re
moved him from suspicion of any mischief 
—to all those except the wise ones who 
really knew him. But this pair. Sterling 
and his chum, could explain more queer 
things that happened in that town than any 
other combination of skill and intellect ex
isting therein. Whenever the town was 
Eulenspiegled—iwhich was not too seldom— 
none of the knowing ones ever thought of 
going beyond these two serene young saints. 

Now it came to pass that this combina
tion required a pirate flag; ar.d as the chum 
had a flock of sisters and, at the moment, 
that flock was increased by the addition or 
a visitor to his home, it was decided to en
trust the construction of the Jolly Roger to 

the young ladies. It may be here remarked 
that the visitor aforesaid became my wife 
many years later, and it is from her that 
these details are derived. The task was 
undertaken with enthusiasm, and not only 
was the job well done, but, by working far 
into the night, it was linished within the 
time specified. Being discreet young per
sons, they asked no questions but handed the 
flag to the youngsters and thought no more 
about it. Sterling and chum did a lot of 
boating and swimming, and certainly a 
pirate flag could fit into activities of that 
kind. 

On Sunday morning the good people of 
the town were wending their way tranquilly 
to the Episcopal church, clad in all the se
renity peculiarly the attribute of small coast 
towns. Someone more impressed than the 
others with the beauty of the morning and 
the thought of the beauty of holiness that 
it suggested, happened to raise his or her 
eyes to that lofty steeple to gaze upon its 
proud aspiration to the heavens; and right 
there that town had the shock of its whole 
existence. For waving from the topmost 
top of that spire was the pirate flag which 
the devoted young ladies had made in re
sponse to brotherly solicitation. There was 
no evidence of how the thing had been 
placed in its position, nor had anyone seen 
anybody around the church at any time dur
ing the night; nevertheless there was the 
Jolly Roger flaunting its disgraceful self 
for the edification of all whales and whalers 
past and present. The town went into ex
ecutive session right then and there, and the 
mass consciousness turned instinctively to 
Sterling and Chum who were gazing se
renely at the flag. Being duly interviewed, 
cross-questioned, bullied, threatened, and 
implored, these young persons produced an 
alibi of proof that withstood all attacks. 
For days the town was upset in its quiet 
ways, and meanwhile the flag was doing its 
stuff where nobody could get at it until a 
scaffold was constructed for its removal. 
The scandal was so great that Sterling and 
Chum found it desirable to leave town. 
They went west and stayed there for years 
and years. The chum came back shortly 
before his death many years after the inci
dent, but it is not clear whether or not 
Sterling ever came back at all. The inci
dent of the flag was town talk for years, 
and how it got to the top of the steeple was 
matter of frequent discussion. As a matter 
of fact, someone had climbed up the light
ning rod in the dead of night and had nailed 
it there. It is not necessary to be too ex
plicit as to the actual climber. Both the 
members of the firm of Sterling and Chum 
are now dead. George Sterling certainly 
was a "reglar feller" in his hqme town. 

G. H. CUNNINGHAM. 

Valley Cottage, N. Y. 

Henry Arthur Jones 
To the Editor of The Saturday Review. 
SIR: 

I am literary executrix of my father, 
Henry Arthur Jones, and I am engaged on 
writing his life. I shall be obliged if any 
of his friends in America could give me 
information respecting his visits there be
tween 1885 and J900. I shall be most 
grateful for the loan of any interesting 
letters written by my father, and I will re
turn them as soon as they are copied. • • 

DORIS T H O R N E . 

The Guards Club, Brook St., London, W^ 

ANDRE MAUROIS' I 

DON JUAN^ ^̂vTôN̂  1^ 
A COLORFUL BIOGRAPHY * IN 

AUGUST 
25c FORUM 
SEIDEL OVER TO HOBOKEN 

New York's Last Seacoast of Bohemia 

AFTER DARK, or Neither Maid, Wife, Nor Widow 
OLD RIALTO, 118 Hudson St., Phone Hoboken 8088 

Every Evening, Including Sundays, 8.30. Matinee Saturday only. 

»T5^«^-'S,T5^«^'^.,. 

^ The Compleat Colleftor. 
f\ RARE BOOKS-FIRST FDITTONS-FINE TYPOGRAPHY 

Conducted by Carl Purington Rollins and Gilbert M. Troxell 

'•'•O^w cheaply bought for thrice their weight in gold." 

A/[odernistic Printing 
T HAVE remarked from time to time on 

the fact that the modernistic chaps who 
are having a riotous time in advertising-
have as yet had no chance with books. Pay-
son & Clarke send me a copy of "The Naked 
Year," as an instance of modernism in ty
pography, but unfortunately it is merely 
freakish—with quite erratic use of sans-serif 
type to justify any supposition of modernity. 
In the same package is a copy of their "Au
tumn Books, 1929"—and that is another 
story. It is frankly done in a readable sans-
serif type, with an ultra-modern letter for 
the classification heads. It seems to me very 
well done indeed, for that sort of thing— 
adhering to the conventional sufficiently to 
make for quick and easy reading, and go
ing in for jazz where permissible. And fur
thermore, the same sort of type is used 
throughout, making for a unity which so 
many of the devotees of modernism seem to 
think they can disregard with impunity. 
Also—ithough this is impertinent—I find 
that I can read the "Autumn Books" more 
understandingly than I can "The Naked 
Year." R. 

• Practical Book-Binding 
TN 1901 Mr. Douglas Cocfcerell wrote his 
^ "Bookbinding, and the Care of Books," 
which was issued in the Artistic Crafts Se
ries of Technical Handbooks. In 1904 W. 
H. Smith & Son issued Mr. Cockerell's 
"Note on Bookbinding." Now Oxford Uni
versity Press has issued a small book entitled 
"Some Notes on Bookbinding," based on 
Mr. Cockerell's lectures at the London 
County Council Central School of Arts and 
Crafts. I'hese three books taken together 
(the 1904 "Note," by the way, is reprinted 
in the current volume) are an admirable 
and restrained consideration of bookbinding 
by one of the most competent of binders. 

The soundness of Mr. CockerelPs views 
is easily tested by his chapter on "Covering 
Material," where the relative values of va
rious leathers, cloths, etc., are correctly as
sessed, and such dubious substances as artifi
cial leathers are condemned. The author's 
recommendations are in no way fanatical, 
but can be studied to advantage by all who 
have to do with the binding of books, even 
by those who have little to do with and no 
knowledge of the craft of binding. To those 
who are interested in an ancient and honor
able craft this book, while offering nothing 
new, is excellent reading. 

R. 

Odd Items 
' I ' H E managers of the Cygnet Press have 

sent out to their friends a small paper-
covered brochure about William A. Dwig-
gins by Paul Hollister, the essay having 
originally appeared in Direct Advertising. 
The type has been set at "The Sign of the 
George," and printed at the Harvard Uni
versity Press. Some of Mr. Dwiggins's de
signs are reproduced, including that for the 
Cygnet Press. 

ANOTHER German almanac for 1929 
comes from the printing firm of Jahoda & 
Siegel of Vienna. The current issue con
tains a selection of animal stories from va
rious European writers, with pictures by 
Hanna Schiff, together with the usual "Ka-
lendarium" for 1929. The small book is 
gotten up in the current interesting style of 
German printing. R. 
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"A Way Out" 
I OBERT FROST'S one-act play, "A 
^ Way Out," has been simply printed by 

the Harbor Press in an edition of four hun
dred and eighty-five copies. The dedica
tion, "To Roland A. Wood, who created the 
part of Asie," gives a clue to the interest 
which the Harbor Press must have taken in 
printing the play. 

This is no place, as I have before re
marked, to speak of the value of literary 
productions (though I sometimes rush in 
where I should not!) and in any case to 
read a dramatic piece is pretty tame com
pared with seeing it acted. But in all my 

experience of Yankees of Asie's mentality, 
I never heard one utter so academic a sen
tence as "I so seldom have occasion to speak 
of 'em." 

The printing of the book is of that 
straightforward quality which distinguishes 
the Harbor Press, and for which, in a day 
of febrile typography, one is very glad. 

" R. 

"Monsieur Venus" 
0 0 much time and energy to-day goes into 
' ^ the printing and publishing of erotic 
literature which really isn't worth the paper 
it is printed on, that it is rather a relief to 
come on a reprint of Madame Vallette's 
story of Raoul de Venerande and lier deca
dent desire to create a new sin. Here is a 
story which might easily have been marred 
in the telling, since the subject is already 
vicie in the imagining. But the telling is 
done with quite extraordinary skill: that 
delicacy of touch which alone redeems the 
erotic has been exercised in the history of 
the morbid but imperious Raoule, and the 
translator, Madeleine Boyd, has not been 
unfaithful to her original. The present 
edition is quite worth while as a suitable 
setting of a story which ought not to die— 
or be quite suppressed by the Pecksnifiian 
regulators of public afliairs: though it is 
well to remember that Madame Vallette was 
fined by the Belgian Pecksniffs! 

The printing, as is not always the case, 
has been done ivith restraint and good 
craftsmanship, though a typographic ar
rangement more suggestive of the subject 
might easily have been worked out. The 
illustrations by Majeska are the less satisfac
tory in that the book calls for something 
better. 

Twelve hundred odd copies have been 
published by the Covici-Friede Company; 
with thirteen copies on Van Gelder paper, 
each containing an original drawing. Ernest 
Boyd and Maurice Barres contribute intro
ductory pages. R. 

Some Advance Notices 
CATALOGUE OF WORK OF T H E DE 

VINNE PRESS shown at the Grolier 
Club, 1928 . . . with addresses by I. H. 
BRANERD and J. C. OSWALD. Privately 

printed. 300 copies. 
New York, The Grolier Club. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN IN NEW HAMP
SHIRE, by ELWIN L . PAGE. 750 copies. 
$6.50. 

Boston, Houghton Mifflin Co. 
NEWS-LETTER OF T H E LXIVMOS. 

The October number will be printed in 
Didot's microscopique type by Hertzberger 
of Amsterdam. 

T X / " E printed last week a few of the titles 
and the high prices brought for them 

at the sale at Sotheby's June 3-7, inclusive, 
and now add the following to the list: 

The high prices for first editions of 
eighteenth-century books were: Thomas 
Gray's "Elegy," 1751, £1,340; Defoe's 
"Robinson Crusoe," 1719-1720, 3 volumes, 
rebound by Bedford, £ i , i o o ; Smollett 
"Roderick Random," 1748, £220; Field
ing's "Joseph Andrews," 1742, £235; Rich
ardson's "Clarissa," 1748-1751, £70; Gay's 
"Fables," 1728-1738, £60; Oliver Gold
smith's "The Traveller," 1765, £60; "The 
Deserted Village," 1770, £68; and "Retalia
tion," 1774, £400; Johnson's "The Plan of 
a Dictionary," 1747, £ i t o ; Boswell's 
"Life," 1791, £120 (a copy of this last, en
tirely uncut, in the original boards, sold 
later at Hodgson's for £880) . 

The nineteenth-century authors brought 
equally impressive prices: Charlotte Bronte's 
"Jane Eyre," 1847, with 32 pages of ad
vertisements, and in the original cloth, 
£690; Shelley's "Laon and Cythna," i 8 i « , 
inscribed on the title-page "From the au
thor," £230; his "Zastrozzi," 1810, want
ing the half-title, £58; "Queen Mab," 1813, 
with the title and next leaf taken from a 
shorter copy, £50; "Rosalind and Helen," 
1819, in the original wrappers, and with 
two leaves of advertisements, £285; an
other copy of the same title, rebound, and 
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