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Books of Special Interest 
The Vials of Voodooism 

BLACK MAGIC. By PAUL MORAND. 
Translated from the French by H A M I S H 
M I L E S . New York: The Viking Press. 
1929. $3 . 

Reviewed by UFFINGTON VALENTINE 

D A U L MORAND'S attitude towards the 
*• negro is typically Gallic in its absence 
of those prejudices which are apt to enter 
into our own view of him. His book con­
sists of a group of negro studies which 
gain value from the detachment of their 
author, and which had their inception in 
the fascination exerted upon him by jazz. 
Drawn by the ineluctable urge of the music 
he traveled over half the globe and visited 
nearly two score negro countries. The 
knowledge of negro nature and the occult 
powers that possess it gained from his wan­
derings he has set down in this book. 

Unstinted pains are not, however, always 
attended by adequate reward. The voo­
dooism that M. Morand divined lay at the 
background of jazz largely remained, de­
spite his assiduous efForts to uncover its 
sources, the mystery it was to him before 
he set forth on his journeying. What one 
finds in "Black Magic" is not an interpre­
tation of voodooism, but merely a vivid 
dramatization of its effects. However, the 
volume is not meant to be a scientific ex­
position of negro thaumaturgics, and per­
haps one should not complain if the revalua­
tion of the negro's soul is not what might 
be expected from the writer's contacts with 
it under such varied circumstances. At best, 
research into the spiritual make-up of 
primitive natures leads to impasses; their 
depths are instinctively guarded. What such 
research has for the most part brought to 
light is the fear-motive that dominates the 
primitive mind, the belief in the inimicali-
ties of life, in an evil power that must be 
propitiated and thwarted. 

This Paul Morand realizes and he has 
made it the thesis of the first story of his vol­
ume. In it he demonstrates the persistence of 
fear as a spiritual dominant even in evolved 
negro types subjected to highly civilized in­

fluence. The story revolves about a Lousi-
ana-born negress whose dancing has made 
her the idol of Paris. The triumph of 
her position, all that she has imbibed from 
white surroundings, falls away under the 
atavistic terror aroused by discovering a 
"voodoo hand" in her bed. She seeks the 
evil-warding prophylactics of a witch­
doctor, goes to a negro Sabbat, and there, 
thrown into hypnosis, she receives an omin­
ous message from her dying grandmother 
that carries her back to her birthplace, where 
the shadows of voodooism close in on her. In 
a spasmodic endeavor to defy them she takes 
a Mississippi ferry-boat, with the intention 
of returning to Paris. But voodooistic fore­
warning confirms itself. She is drowned in 
the river. The story has more of the ac­
cessories of negro necromancy and its pre­
ventatives than appear elsewhere in the 
book. ^ ^ 

The second tale is one to which Ameri­
cans are likely to take exception, though it 
is inferable that Paul Morand classes the 
woman who figures in it among the psycho­
neurotics rather than holds her typical of 
American femininity. The story plays on 
the French Riviera, where a negro, a band 
leader at a casino, is found on the roadside 
riddled with bullets, with a paper hav­
ing the words "Respect for White Women! 
K. K. K.," pinned to his shirtfront, and in 
his arms a white woman from Charleston, 
South Carolina. The story is in large part 
a monologue of self-justification on the 
woman's part, with interjections by her au­
ditor that bring out frankly the clashing 
American and French points of view about 
miscenegation and all that pertains to it. 
There is much food for thought in the story. 
Though written in a polemical vein, it is 
as dramatically effective as any in the vol­
ume. 

American feeling in regard to the negro 
is the subject of two other stories. In both 
is unsparingly presented the persecution that 
is the fate of the educated, well-mannered, 
white-skinned members of the negro race 
who have sought social acceptance in white 
circles. The negro's facile reversion to race 
primitiveness is the theme of a third story, 
"Syracuse, or the Panther-Man." That M. 

Variety in Biography 
ELIZABETH AND ESSEX 

by Lytton Strachey 
"Merely the best book of (to be conservative) the 1928-1929 
season. . . ."—COREY FORD, Vanity Fair. 111., $3.75 

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS 
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"The best life of Mary in English."—iV.. Y. Sun. "To be 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN: 
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MYTHS AFTER LINCOLN 
by Lloyd Lewis 
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of America, buy Myths After Lincoln."—Outlook. $3.50 

BRYAN 
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HUNGER FIGHTERS 
by Paul de Kruif 
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heroic adventure."—N. Y. Times. $3.00 

HERMAN MELVILLE 
by Lewis Mumford 

"The best biography of a man of letters yet written by an 
American."—THOMAS BEER, N. Y. Herald Tribune. $3.50 

SAINT PAUL 
by Emile Baumann 

"Beautifully written, the mighty apostle is made to live and 
move before us."—EDMUND CHAFFEE, Outlook. $3.50 

LAST CHANCES, LAST CHANCES 
by Henry W. Nevinson 

"A rare understanding, an exquisite pen, and a glorious sense 
of humor.' '—OSWALD VILL-^RD, N. Y. Herald Tribune. $5.00 
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Morand entertains doubt of the negro's 
value as a factor of civilization may be de­
duced from the outstanding story of the 
group, "The Black Tsar," in which, in the 
vein of Swift's Voyages of Gulliver, he 
creates a future negro-ruled West Indian 
republic. In Decide, its hero, he apparently 
forecasts what, in his opinion, would be the 
result of dominance by the negro. "Abso­
lute power intoxicates him," he says. "It 
gives reign to his instincts, and his will to 
power explodes." 

A Way of Life 
NATURAL CONDUCT. By EDWIN BING­

HAM COPELAND. Palo Alto: Stanford 
University Press. 1929. $3.50. 

Reviewed by RALPH M . EATON 
H.irvard University 

Darwin did not extend his theory of 
the evolution of species through the elim­
ination of the unfit into the moral field, 
and Thomas Huxley, his great contempo­
rary, protested vigorously against the idea 
that "the survival of the fittest" has an 
ethical significance. But many social phi­
losophers of the nineteenth century drew 
moral corollaries from Darwinism, believ­
ing that a "scientific" ethics had at last 
been discovered. Mr. E. B. Copeland's 
"Natural Conduct" lays down these corol­
laries again with the same conviction that 
ethics can be made simple and scientific, be­
ing founded on something more tangible 
than an aspiration toward a good that no 
man can define. The arguments against 
Darwinism in morals are thickly sewn 
through the ethical writings of the last 
sixty years; Huxley's "Evolution and 
Ethics" is probably the best of all. Mr. 
Copeland considers no arguments against his 
position. He puts forward without ques­
tion the following premises, that "practical 
ethics is an application of biological 
science," "Good conduct is all conduct fa­
vorable or conducive to survival"; "the 
basic principle is that, under any possible 
set of conditions, the best conduct will be 
that which tends most effectively toward 
the permanence of l ife"; "every virile race 
of men hopes and tries to live forever. 
Each generation is ambitious to be followed 
by a succession of generations of descendants 
growing more numerous as time passes, and 
to insure a chance for these descendants to 
live. This ambition is the basic motive 
which underlies our conduct." 

The picture of a world populated by 
tribes of human beings struggling to per­
petuate themselves, practising the virtues of 
temperance, courage, monogamy, in order 
that other human beings may perpetuate 
themselves and practise these virtues and so 
give birth to numerous and strong progeny, 
is Mr. Copeland's idea of perfection. The 
manner of life of bacteria is frequently 
mentioned, but the reader is not reminded 
that after the races of men have disappeared 
from the earth a few triumphant germs will 
remain; they will have proved themselves 
the fittest to survive. 

Sheer life is not the goal of life. The 
fragile values of poetry, friendship, beauty, 
and knowledge for the sake of knowledge 
are worth a million organisms writhing and 
procreating in the grip of the will to live. 
Mr. Copeland quotes from Aristotle, "but 
surely the good of things is that which pre­
serves them," and neglects to speak of Aris­
totle's conception of the highest good, dis­
interested contemplation of the universe, a 
complete detachment from the struggle for 
life, akin to the vision of the poet or the 
mystic. 

t5* t^ 

An ethics of this type reduces itself to 
tautologies. The author sometimes uses the 
term "good" as if it had a significance in 
itself, which most people suppose that it 
has; and then he turns his statements into 
tautologies, robbing them of their meaning, 
by his definition of "good." "A race which 
practices habits that are bad—a bad habit is 
one which endangers survival—will be ex­
terminated, and the bad habit will go with 
it. A race with good habits—a good habit 
is one conducive to survival—will be pre­
served, by virtue of its good habits." In 
other words, a race that practises habits that 
endanger survival will not survive, and one 
that practises habits conducive to survival 
will survive. The plain moral fact is that 
a very good race may perish and a wicked 
one live on, for the most powerful is not 
necessarily the best. 

To those who can accept the premises the 
book will be an honest and simple presenta­
tion of a way of life close to nature; to 
those who cannot accept the premises it will 
have missed the whole point of man's 
struggle for a distant perfection. 

P o 
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The Story of Fay House 
By CHRISTINA H . BAKER 

Old New England is between 
the covers of this book; for 
Mrs. Baker has here conjured iSi 
up a complete panorama of the S 
interests and occupations of ^ 
those who lived during 133 p 
years in Fay House, the centre § 

f Radcliffe College, and upon 11 
SI the land for 295 years. It is a [1 
^ book to delight not only the ^\ 
U graduates and friends of Rad- H 
I cliffe, but also everyone inter- E 
II ested in the historic past of New r j 
y England. Among the names it H 
I recalls are Edward Everett, Ma- IE 
nj ria Fay, Professor Sophocles, 
I Joseph McKean, Thomas V^^ent-
ij worth Higginson, and Wolcott 
I Gibbs. There are nine illustra-
j^ tions. $2.00 a copy. 
i H A R V A R D U N I V E R S I T Y I 
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THE FORMS of 
love, 

Lile and death, and the oath, obscenity and 
the orgy—these are some of the curious 
subjects that Ernest Crawley delves into in 
SAVAGES A N D SEX. You remember 
his now famous The Mystic Rose? Here 
are more of the author's best papers on 
kindred subjects — edited by Theodore 
Besterman. $4.00 

WHAT shall chil­
dren profit 

A man? Lorna Doons Beers answers in 
the Dutton Prize Book for June, A HUM­
BLE LEAR. "All of the characters in the 
book are important. Mrs. Beers does not 
write of a character without lending it out­
line and substance and a definite per­
sonality. . . . Even the old cat in Iry 
Tilden's store, with eight batches of kit­
tens scratched up to her credit, is theie 
and is remembered. A H U M B L E LEAR 
is a book that is absorbing because it is 
real."—A^. Y. Times. By the author of 
Prairie Fires. $2.50 

ORIENTAL eyes 
are s h a r p . . . . 

They see a great deal in T H E STORY 
OF HASSAN, by John Anthony. Roguery, 
theft, robbery, intrigue, attempted murder, 
interspersed with irony, wit and humor— 
you'll find them all in this gay novel of an 
Indian village. If you enjoyed The Arabian 
Nights, you will enjoy T H E STORY OF 
HASSAN. $2.50 

WASTE spaces 
give up 

A story of peril and adventure. W H E N 
F U R WAS KING, by Henry John Moberly 
and W. B. Cameron, is a first-hand vivid 
account of life and times in Northern 
Canada that have entirely disappeared. It 
is a record of the wild, white country. It 
is truth. It is history. Crackle of ice, 
thunder of buffalo, spat of bullets, struggle 
of trapped animals—these fill the pages of 
W H E N F U R WAS KING. $2.75 

E. P. D U T T O N & CO., INC. 

I SHAKESPEARE j 
I What He Means to You | 

By NATHAN KAUFMAN 
I "Clear ly arranged and succinctly written. I 

i The book would make an admirable gift to o 

people who think themselves not 'clever, ' or | 

{ ' l i terary, ' or 'high-brow' enough to enjoy * 

^ Shakespeare." | 
I —London Times. I 
I " . . . a business man's tribute to the ever'. | 
I quickening quality of the supreme poet's | 
e mind to those whose occupations are other* o 
I wise removed from scholarship.'" I 

—>I. T. Times. « 
e $2.00 at any bookstore or | 

j RAYMOND BOOK COMPANY | 

J 20 Broad Street, New York | 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



.t,i;jS4e!*fct:a*9«W>4ia»Mit;---''^ -

THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE, JUNE 22, 1929 1131 

Foreign Literature 
The Social Gospel 

T H E BACKGROUND OF T H E SOCIAL 
GOSPEL IN AMERICA. By W. A. 
VissER 'T HoOFT. Haarlem. 1928. 

Reviewed by H. D. H I L L 

T T has become a fashionable truism that 
-*• Puritanism is superannuated. In con­
trast with the Puritan preoccupation with the 
individual, its introspection upon sin and 
the horrors of hell and its feeling of awe 
before a remote and terrible God, the mod­
ern mood favors a social gospel in which 
the relationships of the individual and not 
his inner life are the primary objects of 
consideration and in which an evolutionary 
optimism believes in the Christianization of 
all aspects of our democratic mass society 
with the aid of an interested and accessible 
God. It is demonstrably true that the so­
cial gospel, with its relation to "welfare" 
and "service" as ideals, has permeated the 
present community in a fashion parallel to 
the generalized influence of Puritanism in 
the New England world. Puritanism was 
the aggressive mood of the early years of 
the eighteenth century; the ideal of the 
social gospel is that of the beginning of the 
twentieth. It is a reflection of the Ameri­
can tendency to accept change and forget 
continuity that no American writer has 
made an attempt to trace the events of the 
transition from one to the other as a history 
of the religious development of a nation. 
Such a study is now at hand, from a Dutch 
student who has passed considerable time in 
the United States. 

The definition of the social gospel with 
which Mr. 't Hooft starts is that of Mr. 
Shailer Matthews, "the application of the 
teaching of Jesus and the total message of 
the Christian salvation to society, the 
economic life, and the social institutions 
such as the state, the family, as well as to 
individuals," but he suggests that it is "more 
than an application of Christian principles 
to society; it is also an application of social 
principles to Christianity; or to put it 
shortly: it is a form of interpenetration of 
religious and social thought." And he sets 
himself to discover the steps by which this 
type of gospel, which he regards as a dis­
tinctively American manifestation, developed 
oil the new continent out of a variety of 
European backgrounds. He treats the sub­
ject under the headings of The Puritan 
Background; the Contribution of the En­
lightenment; tlve Contribution of Revival­
ism; the Contribution of Science. 

If one were to select the most interesting 
sections of his study they might perhaps be 
these. It is an arresting fact to learn how 
far back the kernel of modernism is to be 
found. Critics of Puritanism ordinarily 
ignore that if the theology of Jonathan 
Edwards voiced in general the ideas of the 
Puritans who considered themselves "sin­
ners in the hands of an angry God," it 
nevertheless contained elements of the mood 
which was to follow two hundred years 
later,—^"God in seeking His Glory, seeks the 
good of His Creatures; because the emana­
tion of His Glory (which He seeks and de­
lights in, as He delights in Himself and His 
own eternal glory) implied the communi­
cated excellency and happiness of His crea­
tures." The existence of these two phases 
of Edwards's philosophy is not a discovery 
of Mr. 't Hooft, but the emphasis which 
he places upon the second is illuminating. 

There is one point, moreover, at which 
the book breaks ground that is quite new, 
namely its treatment of the influence of the 
Enlightenment on American thought, its im­
portation through such men as Jefferson and 
Franklin, and its permeation of the religious 
sphere. He considers that the this-worldly 
orientation of the rationalist view of life 
had at least three results which contributed 
to the coming social gospel; it shifted the 
ruling emphasis from theology to ethics; it 
began a deliberate substitution of humanistic 
for transcendent elements in theology; and 
it brought about a distinctly new and 
optimistic view of human nature, which was 
subsequently strengthened by the evolution­
ary aspect of the organic sciences. 

But Mr . ' t Hooft does more than trace 
the background of the social gospel. In his 
final chapter he deduces from the writings 
of the movement an outline of its theology, 
and oflfers a critique of its assumptions. The 
failure of the movement to define its God 
directly has been perhaps one of its signific­
ant characteristics: it has conceived Him to 
be so immanent in the social, relations of 
men that an analysis of Him as "other" has 
not appeared necessary. Mr. 't Hooft quotes 
the summary of Professor M. C. Otto in 

saying that "I t is inevitable that America, 
historically the foremost exponent of the 
democratic 'urge' and 'outreach' of the 
universe, and only yesterday the leader in 
making the world safe for democracy, shall 
presently engage in the larger task of mak­
ing God safe for democracy. This is the 
heart of the new theology," and supports it 
with the following citation from Rauschen-
busch. "The worst thing that could hap­
pen to God would be to remain an auto­
crat while the world is moving on towards 
democracy!" He ends with questioning 
whether a God that does not offer a con­
trast to the problems in which society is 
involved, and a God belief in whom is not 
primarily a matter of personal faith, can 
be the source of a gospel, even a social 
gospel. 

The book is definitely a contribution to 
the history of American thought; its ap­
praisal of the interaction of the various 
forces in the development of religious ideas 
is a matter of considerable subtlety. One 
element is perhaps underrated, the economic. 
There are two aspects in which it possibly 
deserves rather more consideration than Mr. 
't Hooft sees fit to give it. The very fact 
that the wealth of a new continent made 
the conditions of life less rigorous than in 
Europe has tended to make the sweat of the 
brow aspect of the Fall less real to succeed­
ing generations than it was to the Puritans, 
and contributed to the confusion between 
God's Own Country and Eden expressed in 
the social gospel. Beyond that, the whole­
hearted devotion of the American to the 
capitalization of the resources around him 
may be claimed to have produced a this-
worldly orientation of his thoughts inde­
pendently of any intellectual stimulus: there 
is a rationalism which derives from the 
hand and the eye as well as that which 
comes from the mind. But we continually 
hear a great deal, and perhaps enough, of 
these things. What we hear about less fre­
quently, and the fact the analysis of which 
makes this work worth while, is the process 
by which God and the world are equated 
in the explanation of life offered by the 
dominant group in contemporary religion, 
and the extent to which this equation, by de­
stroying a necessary contrast, takes away 
the most profound dynamic in spiritual 
achievement. 

A Night of Fear 
LEVIATHAN. By J U L I E N GREEN. Paris; 

Plon. 1929. 12 francs. 
Reviewed by THEODORE PURDY, JR . 

' 1 HE Franco-American literary phenom-
•*• enon that is Julien Green is by now 

sufficiently well known on both sides of the 
Atlantic to lend considerable interest to the 
appearance of his third novel, which has 
just been published in French. 

Like all of his books, "Leviathan" is 
gloomy, but, unlike "Avarice House" and 
"Adrienne Mesurat," it is also complicated 
in plot and somewhat obscure and difficult 
in construction. Briefiy, the subject is as 
follows: A young professor, Paul Gueret, 
unhappily married, leaves Paris to settle 
with his wife in a small provincial town, 
where he has received a position as agent 
for one of the great landholders of the 
district, M. Grosgeorge. The atmosphere 
of the place and the character of his em­
ployer and his wife, rich, vulgar, and 
thoroughly hypocritical, combine to make 
his life miserable. He turns for consolation 
to a young girl of the town, Angele. 
Nominally a laundress, this curious person 
serves in reality as a kind of decoy em­
ployed by the proprietress of a restaurant 
to draw clients and keep them interested by 
her personal charms. Through Angele all 
the gossip of the town reaches this woman, 
Mme. Londe, who plays an important part 
in the story, and is a kind of personifica­
tion of curiosity in its most highly de­
veloped state. Her interest in the restaurant 
is thus less founded on pecuniary bases than 
on a consuming desire to keep in contact 
with all that goes on in the neighborhood. 
When Gueret learns through her and her 
clients what Angele's real occupation is, a 
violent scene of jealousy ensues, culminat­
ing in his striking her. At the sight of 
her blood-stained face he is overtaken by 
panic terror, and rushes away to spend the 
night in flight through the streets of the 
little town, as if already pursued by his 
crime. 

This night of fear is the most extra­
ordinary thing in "Leviathan," and one of 
the most successful things Green has yet 
done. In his flight Gueret encounters an 
old beggar, imagines he is being followed, 
and threatened by him. His mad panic in­

creasing, he kills the man, and finally hides 
till morning in a coal yard. The horrors 
of this scene, improbable as they are in 
reality, are conveyed with such power, at 
once macabre and realistic, that in the end 
they convince by sheer despotic force. At 
last he seeks refuge in his room refusing 
to emerge under any circumstances. 

A break in the narrative carries the reader 
back to Angele, who has been forced to 
give up her relations with Mme. Londe, as 
Gueret's blows have permanently disfigured 
her. The neighbors and the police are 
suspicious of Gueret, but she refuses to 
denounce him. Mme. Londe begins to lose 
her clients, attempts to train another girl to 
take Angele's place, finally beseeches An­
gele to return. But at this point the figure 
of Mme. Grosgeorge, hitherto unimportant, 
appears in the foreground. She is not un­
attractive, she is bored, she hears mysterious 
rumors about Gueret. . . , Determining to 
protect him, she seeks his confidence, and 
when the police finally come to arrest him, 
hides him in her house. His safety seems 
assured, but when she is about to arrange 
his escape, Mme. Grosgeorge discovers that 
he still loves Angele and in a fury of 
jealousy denounces him to the police. The 
end is swift and tragic. Gueret is caught 

as he attempts to flee, Mme. Grosgeorge 
tries to kill herself, and Angele, who has 
also been trying to save her lover, is brought 
home in delirium to die. Mme. Londe pre­
sumably continues to satisfy her curiosity 
with new scandals. 

The book has several unmistakable weak­
nesses, particularly in construction. For 
example, Gueret's wife, who is often men­
tioned in the beginning, drops entirely out 
of the picture thereafter. The motivation 
of certain changes of mind on the part of 
Mme. Grosgeorge and Angele is obscure, 
too, but the brutality of the story and the 
splendor of the writing are sufficient to wipe 
out such petty faults. The atmosphere is 
unreal at times, yet it must be acknowledged 
that (like innumerable first-rate novelists 
before him) Green creates his own world 
and his own people, sharpening thereby the 
impression which his books never fail to 
make. Indeed, there is a quality about 
Julien Green's work in such passages as the 
night scene of this book that is beyond al­
most all Frenchmen of his generation. T o 
find a fitting parallel it is necessary to re­
turn to the Anglo-Saxon literature of the 
past century, to Poe, Dickens, and Haw­
thorne. In the best sense his books may be 
said to be old fashioned. 

^•ew MAC]IIIlil.Ar¥ BooJks 

"Ought to be p u t beside Bryce" 
•—Harry Hansen 

CHICAGO 
A More Intimate View of Urban Politics 

By Charles E. Merriam 
"In spite of its title, Professor Merriam's book is not so 
circumscribed. The city he writes of is that perverse me­
tropolis which sometimes calls itself Chicago, sometimes 
New York, sometimes Philadelphia."—iV. Y. Times $3.50 

" One of the most power ful and. absorbing-
stories to appear in recent years.'''' 

ANDREW JOHNSON 
A Study in Courage 

By Lloyd Paul Stryker 
"It is an extraordinary book that Mr. Stryker has 
written."—iV. Y. Times Illustrated S6.00 

»i' nest-seller JEverywhere 

A PREFACE TO MORALS 
By Walter Lippmann 

"Interesting!" "Stimulating!" "Challenging!" $2.50 

S P R I N G 
A New Novel by Sophia Cleugh 

If you want a gay chronicle full of sustained action, read 
Spring—the title is aptly descriptive of the youth and ro­
mance which radiates through the stjry. $2.00 

VICTIM 
and VICTOR 

A Novel 
By John R. Oliver 

Named unanimously by the 
Pulitzer Novel Jury as "the 
best of the year's offerings." 

$2.50 

THE MACMILLAN 

A KING 
of SHADOWS 

A Novel 
By Margaret Yeo 

A swiftly-moving, colorful 
story of intrigue during the 
Tudor period in England. 

$2.00 
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