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GIVE BOOKS

LAUGHING BOY

by OLIVER LAFARGE

“A first novel of sheer beauty and power.”
The Forum. “A true story of primitive love,
admirably rendered, with that complete
mastery over the material which conceals from
the reader the profoundly studious extent of
the writer’s knowledge.” Mary Austin $2.50

THE TRAGIC ERA

by CLAUDE G. BOWERS

“As interesting as any romance by Dumas or
Stevenson, and containing some of the most
lurid and poignant pages of American history
yet penned. The hectic and melodramatic
phases of the Reconstruction have never
been described with such striking detail and
such ability to recreate the past.” The Atlantic.
Hus., $5.00

THE LETTERS OF
CECIL SPRING-RICE

This intimate biography of the most famous of
British Ambassadors includes over twenty-five
thousand words of unpublished Roosevelt
letters. ‘‘He combined a genius for friend-
ship with a gift of writing letters that make
history live and will live in literature.”
london Times. 2 vols., illus. $10.00

THE GOTHICK NORTH

by SACHEVERELL SITWELL

A study of medieval life, art and thought.
“Mr. Sitwell’s book is so charmingly conceived
and so brilliantly written that any reader might
well content himself with the pictures created;
but there is a further theme and that is his del-
icate tying up of that past period with today."

N. Y. Times. lllustrated, $5.00.

ETHAN ALLEN

by JOHN PELL

Ethan Allen was more than a backwoods chief-
tain who emerged from the wilderness at the
head of a band of uncouth adventurers, cap-
tured a fortress, shouted an epigram, and dis-
appeared again into obscurity. John Pell has
done full justice to one of the most picturesque
Americans in a sound and lively biography.

illustrated, $5.00

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO.

Books of Special Interest

Problems of Heredity

HEREDITY AND PARENTHOOD. By
SAMUEL CHRISTIAN SCHMUCKER., New
York: The Macmillan Company. 1929.
$2.50,

Reviewed by MAYNARD SHIPLEY.

IN spite of the flood of semi-popular
scientific works—and also of popular
semi-scientific works—on heredity, there is
still room for a clear, succinct, and authori-
tative exposition of what really is known
today on that complex subject. This Dr.
Schmucker has given us, in what is really
two books, bound as one; the first dealing
with the problems of heredity in the most
comprehensive sense, the second with the
origin and evolution of sex and love, and
the practical questions that all parents are
called upon sooner or later to answer.
The first part of the work is a success-
ful attempt to answer in simple language
such questions as: Why are we what we
are? Is our peculiar personal make-up the
result of nature, or of nurture, or of a
combination of both? How far is natural
(hereditary) endowment subject to environ-
mental (including educational) control or
modification? “I suppose,” says the author,
“there is little doubt in the minds of most

people, that, in a general way, most of our

qualities can be accounted for by inherit-
ance. ‘He is a chip of the old block’ is a
common enough saying and belief. It is
our peculiarities, our unexpected char-
acteristics, that must be explained.”

The modern study of “fraternal” and
“identical” twins has thrown a flood of
light upon the problem of heredity versus
environment. Dr. Schmucker presents some
highly interesting new data along these lines,
derived from his own experiences with such
twins, students at Teachers College.

The chapter on “The Problem of
Alcohol,” so vexed a question at this time,
is discussed with the author’s characteristic
broad-mindedness and impartiality, and
should be read with profit by all who are
seeking light on this subject—which ought
to mean all of us, for we are all vitally
affected by it in one way or another. Closely
connected with this same problem is the
chapter “Is Criminality Inherited?” Both
questions are highly complex, and no final
answer can be given in so many words.
There are almost as many theories of the
cause of criminality as there are criminals;
and the controversy anent alcohol is even
more confused. “The one fundamental dif-
ficulty is,” as Dr. Schmucker points out,

that the problem is so tied up with our long
held opinions and with our emotions that many
of us feel our convictions are religious, and
hence cannot be mistaken, To doubt them is
blameworthy. To hold them open is in itself
irreligious. We are so convinced of the right-
cousness of our cause that we are anxious to
emphasize everything that looks in our direc-
tion and to set aside everything that looks as if
it might point the other way.

Important data on both sides are presented
by our author, however, with apparent im-
partiality, and the reader is left to draw his
own conclusions,
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None of these questions can be dealt with
intelligently unless due recognition is ac-
corded the Mendelian laws and the general
mechanism of transmission of heritable
traits, so far as known. This question Dr,
Schmucker handles admirably; if there has
ever been written an easier approach to
Mendelism than the one in this book, I, at
least, have not found it. The same praise
may be given the exposition of sexual evolu-
tion and the delicate human problems aris-
ing from the growing complexity of our
modern life, where the author displays an
open-mindedness and freedom from emo-
tional bias that cannot be lauded too highly.

Very little fault can be found with this
excellent popular work, aside from differ-
ences of opinion to which the author is as
entitled as is the reviewer. It may, how-
ever, be mentioned that according to the
latest researches Dr, Schmucker is in error
in ascribing an actual lengthening of human
life to “the sociologist and the hygienist.”
Professor C. H. Forsythe, of Dartmouth,
has recently published graphs and data
which show that this widely accepted view
is a misconception——that “the average length
of life in this country is now actually de-
creasing.”

Another statement with which issue may
properly be taken is Dr, Schmucker’s fear
of the social results of sterilization of the
feeble-minded. As 1 pointed out recently
in an article in The American Mercumy, the
researches of Popenoce and Gosney, the only
real authorities on this subject, show no
dire effects, at least in California, the

chief testing ground of such experimenta-
tion.

These, however, are minor defects, in no
way detracting from the value of this re-
markably well written book. The theistic
bias of the author may even be regarded
as a recommendation (though it is some-
times unnecessarily intruded into purely
scientific discussion), since it is the already
theistically-inclined lay reader who is being
addressed. On the whole, “Heredity and
Parenthood,” fully illustrated and well in-
dexed, is undoubtedly the best popular work
of its kind now in English print. It is to
be hoped that it will offset the unfortunate
effects of some other more or less recent
treatises which seem to have been written
purely from their authors’ prejudices and
predilections, rather than from actual study
of the subject, as Dr. Schmucker’s has been.

An Extraordinary Episode

THE BLOCKING OF ZEEBRUGGE. By
CAPTAIN A. F. B. CARPENTER. Boston:
Houghton, Mifflin Co. 1929. $2.50.

Reviewed by T. H. THOMAS

HE author trusts that the reader will
be tolerant of omission and repeti--
tion, and will forgive the rather obvious
shortcomings of a literary nature which
appear all too frequently in the book.” A
judicious reader will take the author at his
word, read straight ahead with the story,
and enjoy the spirited details of one of the
most extraordinary episodes of the war. Al-
though undertaken for a carefully consid-
ered purpose and with the most thorough-
going study and preparation of the sea-
faring problems it involved, the blocking
of Zeebrugge was a splendid shindy of the
sort an intricate and highly mechanized war
could rarely offer: an old-fashioned adven-
ture, recalling the Spanish Main rather than
the wireless and submarine setting of 1918,
It having been decreed that the blocking
of the tiny port would seriously hamper the
operation of German U-boats in the Chan-
nel, the Dover Patrol had to face the prob-
lem of bringing good-sized vessels inside
a harbor protected by mine-fields, torpedo
boats, and fortress artillery, with a break-
water garnished with six-inch guns lying
directly in front. Having achieved these
impossibilities, the ships would have to steam
in between the jetties of a parrow river
entrance—again under artillery fire at close
range—and sink themselves in such a way
as to block the channel. It was altogether
fitting that one of the three old cruisers
chosen for the task bore the name of
Iphigenia, and that the assault should be
opened not by battleships but by motor boats
and launches spreading smoke screens, Al-
though attempted more than once in previ-
ous wars, no such thing had ever succeeded,
and the layout of the ground in this case
seemed to offer every reasonable prospect of
failure. Nevertheless, one rainy night in
the spring of 1918, the cruiser Vindictive
appeared out of the darkness some three-
hundred yards off the Zeebrugge mole,—
with motor boats shooting back and forth
between distributing smoke screens, and with
the 6-inch German battery at point blank
range. In the resulting excitement, the
Vindictive steamed past the battery, made
fast to the mole and landed storming parties.
With her hull sheltered by the mole, the
cruiser thereupon engaged battle with every-
thing in sight, and with every variety of
weapon, from flame throwers to field
howitzers, while for good measure an old
submarine loaded with high explosive gently
rammed herself in under the trestle con-
necting the mole with the mainland. Having
emerged into lifeboats, her crew thereupon
blew to pieces the submarine and the trestle
over her, In the midst of these fireworks,
the three old cruisers made their way in
between the jetties and deftly blew out
their bottoms across the channel, sealing up
effectively the German submarines moored
in the river:—to cap the climax the crews
made their way outside in rafts with almost
no casualties. The smaller craft still cov-
ered by smoke screens then drew off from
the fray to a rendezvous outside. The
Vindictive having remained there for an
hour, drew off from the mole with the help
of two Liverpool ferry-boats and again at
point blank range of the 6-inch guns, passed
safely out to sea, joined up with the rest
of the quaint Armada, and returned under
her own steam to Dover.

It is as a dashing feat of arms that the
story offers its main interest, but the author
nevertheless discerns the true moral: even
the most complete technical apparatus will
collapse in the confusion and bewilderment
of surprise and what happens then turns—
as in the year 1—upon the human factor.
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Imagine getting that
world-famous best-seller,
WELLS® OUTLINE OF
HISTORY, unabridged,
1,200 pages, with all the
original maps, illustra-
tions, etc., published orig-
inally at $5.00— for only
one dollar! Also Count
Luckner, the Sea Devil ;
Revolt in the Desert; The
Red Knight of Germany;
Trader Horn—great non-
fiction masterpieces which
the Star Dollar Books now
put within your reach—a
wholelibrary of the world’s
best books at $17a"volume.

Which of these 89 Full

Library Size Books Do You
Want to Examine FREE?

Each volume is 5 14 by 83 inches, handsomely bound in cloth,beautifully printed—
the greatest book value to be had anywhere. Select from the brief descriptions
below and get them at your bookshop-—or check the numbers you want on the
FREE EXAMINATION COUPON and mail it WITHOUT MONEY.

MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON—
1. Anonymous. America’s leaders after
the war. Former price, $2.50
SCIENCE REMAKING THE

«  WORLD—tis W. Caldwell and Fdwin
E. Slosson. How Science has revolutionized
our lives. Former price. 8$2.50
6 AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJA-

MIN FRANKLIN.
Former price, $2.00
A BOOK OF OPERAS—Henry Ii.
7- Krehbiel. Former price. $2.50
EDGE OF THE JUNGLE—WVilliam
9. Beebe. Exploration in Guiana jungles.
Former price, $2.00
LOVE CONQUERS ALL—Rober!
10. C. Benchley. Ribald, glorious com-
edy. Former price, $2.00
COMPANIONATE MARRIAGE
11. —Judze Ben B. Lindsey and Wain-
right Evans. The famous champion of youth
pleads for the new social attitude and replies
to his critics. Former price, $3.00
THE RIGHT TO BE HAPPY—
12. Mrs. Bertrand Russell. A frunk pro-
test against Puritanical standards in moral-
ity, religion and sex. Former price, $3.00
CLEOPATRA—Claude Ferval. The
13. glory and wretchedness of old Egypt.
Former price, $2.50
IN BRIGHTEST AFRICA—Carl
15. E. Akeley. Observation and life in
African wilds. Former price, $2.50
HAUNCH, PAUNCH AND JOWL
18. —Samuel Ornitz. An cpic of New
York gangsters and politics of the nineties.
Former price, $3.00

THE QUTLINE OF HISTORY:
19. H.G. Wells. The masterwork of the
popular novelist and social historian throws
new light on the history of mankind. 1,200

BY CAMEL AND CAR TO THE
28. PEACOCK THRONE—[. Alex-
ander Powell. A dangerous trip through the
brigand-infested part of Hither Asia and
the Bible country. Former price, $3.00
29 A SECOND BOOK OF OPERAS—

fenry E. Krehbiel.
Former price, $2.23
CIRCUS PARADE—Jim Tully.
« The hobo-author of Beggars of Life
(No. 71) lays bare his odd adventures with
an itinerant troupe. Former price, $2.50
FOQUR MONTHS AFOOT IN
31. SPAIN—/Tarry A. Franck.
Former price, $3.00
OF ALL THINGS—Robert C.
32. DBenchley. Skits and periods by one
of America’s great humorists.
) Former price, $1.73
FAERY LANDS OF THE SOUTH
33- SEAS—Hall and Nordhoff. The
lure of the South Pacific.
Former price, $4.00
34 SHAND YGAFF—Christopher Mor-
s Jey. A collection of his best essavs.
Former price, $2.00
THE NEW BOOK OF ETI-
35- QUETTE-—Lillian fichier.
Former price, $4.00
BIRD NEIGHBORS— Ne¢lije Blan-
36. chan. Birds, their habits and how
to know them, Former price, $5.00
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
37. BENVENUTQO CELLINI—Trans-
lated by J. Addington Symonds. Artist,
lover, debauchee, dueclist, Cellini reveals
himself with unabashed candor.
Former price, $8.50
38 NOW IT CAN BE TOLD — Philip

Gibbs. Startling revelations of a war
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45 CATHERINE THE GREAT—
» Katherine Anthony. A revelatory
picture of the Empress of nations and the
mistress of men. Former price, $1.00
47 TRAMPING ON LIFE—Harry

Kemp. An amazingly frank “hobo’
autobiography. Former price, $3.00
4:8 JOSEPH PULITZER — Don
« Seilz.  The romantic career of
America’s great journalist and philanthro-
pist. Former price, $5.00
5 SIX YEARS IN THE MALAY
0. JUNGLE—Carveth Wells. Aston-
ishing and unbelievable, but true.
Former price, $3.00
51 THE COMMON SENSE OF
« HEALTH--Stanley M. Rinehart,
M.D. Sound, practical advice.
Former price, $2.50
52 THE SAGA OF BILLY THE KID
o —Walter Noble Burns. A bad man
and a killer, but his storv is part of the
Great Southwest. Former price, $2.50
5 FAMOUS TRAILS OF HISTORY
3. —Lord Birkenhead. 4
Former price, $4.00
5 AMERICA—George Philip Krapp.
4. An enthralling story—history of our
country. Former price. $2.50
55 THE CONQUEST OF FEAR—
e« Basil King. This book has helped
100,000 people to rise above fear.
Former price, $2.00
56 TRAINING FOR POWER AND
« LEADERSHIP—Grenville Kleiser.
The qualifications for success and how to
acquire them. Former price, $3.00
57 THE BOOK OF LETTERS— Mary
e Quwens Crowther. Etiquette of cor-
respondence in both business and social
letters. Former price, $2.00
58 THE NEW DECALOGUE OF
« SCIENCE-—Albert .. Wiggam. How
to understand science. Former price, $3.00
59 THE BOOK OF WOODCRAFT—
o DLrnest T. Seton. Former price, $2.00
6 NATURE’S GARDEN — Nellje
0. Blanchan. Wild flowers and the
insects that visit them. Former price, $3.00
1 THE. MAUVE DECADE—Thomas
6 e Beer. The romance of the 1890’s.
Former price, $3.50
63 PAUL BUNYAN-—James Stephens.
« The legend of the North Waods
hero. Former price, $2.50

SENDNO MO

JUNGLE DAYS—1William Beebe.
64. Fascinating jungle life in British
Guiana. Former price, $3.00
THE ART OF LAWN TENNIS—
65- William T. Tilden, 2nd.
Former price, $2.00
A STORY TELLER’S STORY—
67. Sherwood Anderson. The autobi-
ography of a Mid-West _genius.

Former price, $3.00
LONDON RIVER—H. M. Tomlin-

STUDIES IN MURDER—FEdmund
87. L. Pearson. Former price, $3.00
WILLIAM CRAWFORD GOR-
88. GAs: HIS LIFE AND WORK—
Marie D. Gorgas and Burton J. Hendrick.
The famous Surgeon General who con-
quered yellow fever.  Former price, $5.00
HOW TO LIVE—Arnold Bennett.

89. The prescription for a happy life.
Former price, $5.50
ABRAHAM LINCOLN —Lord
90- Charnwood. Charnwood’s biography

if one of the greatest of our time.

Former price, $3.00

68 FATHERS OF THE REVOLU-
Yt oo T}‘e}fﬁ’mﬂlg'e of Lﬂ‘}d(’ﬂsggg 91. TION—Pbhilip Guedalla. Washing
the romance of ships. Former price, $2. ton, Ad , fers d oth at

EDGAR ALLAN POE (. Alphonso g dams, Jeflerson and other great
69- Smith. A misunderstood literary DISRAELI AND GLADSTONE—

genius. Former price, $2.50
THE FABULOUS FORTIES—
70. Meade Minnigerode. The decade of
the covered wagon, the gold rush, the Mor-
mons and hoopskirts Former price, $3.50
BEGGARS OF LIFE—Jim Tully.
71. Gusty experience as a hoba.
Former price, $3.00
A LAUGH A DAY KEEPS THE
72. DOCTOR AWAY—Irvin Cobb, His
favorite anecdotes. Former price, $2.50
SUPERS AND SUPERMEN-—
73. Philip Guedalla. Arresting essays on
Frederick the Great, Louis Phillipe and
many others. Former price, $2.50
TODAY AND TOMORROW—
74. Henry Ford in collaboration with
Samuel Crowther. Ford looks to the future.
Former price, $3.50
MURDER FOR PROFIT-William
75. Bolitho. True tales of professional
murderers. Former price, $2.50
A PARODY OUTLINE OF HIS-
76. TORY—Donald Ogden Stewart. 4 ¢
Former price, $2.00
THE NEW AGE OF FAITH—J.
77. Langdon-Davies. What science knows
of the race question.  Former price, $2.50
THE NEWGATE CALENDAR-—
78. Anonymous. Confessions of notor-
ious crimnals of Newgate prison, salty and
unconsciously funny. Former price, $3.50
EDISON: THE MAN AND _HIS
79. WORK—G.S. Bryan.
Former price, $1.00
80 THE SEVEN AGES OF WASH-
« INGTON—QOwer Wister. The au-
thor of THE VIRGINIANS humanizes
Washington. Former price, $2.00
81 THE MEANING OF A LIBERAL
« EDUCATION—ZLvereit Dean Mar-
tin. What is education? Here is the true
meaning of culture. Former price, $3.00
82 EMINENT VICTORIANS—Lyiion
o Strachey. Portraits of Dr. Arnold of
Rugby, Florence Nightingale, Cardinal
Manuning and General Gordon of Khartoum.
Former price, $3.50
83 REVOLT IN THE DESERT—T. E.
« Lawrence. The greatest single-
handed feat of the war. Former price, $5.00
85 THE STORY OF MY LIFE—Sir
o Harry H. Johnston, Empire builder,
explorer, scientist, linguist, painter and
writer., Former price, $5.00
86 PSYCHOANALYSIS AND LOVE
o —Andre Tridon. Vital facts of the

human passions. Former price, $2.50

92. D. G. Somervell. Englishmen both,
arch enemies, but builders of Empire.
Former price, $3.50
CREATIVECHEMISTR Y —Edwin
93- E. Slosson. The wonders of modern
chemistry explained for the non-technical
reader. Former price, $3.00
HEAD HUNTERS OF THE AMA-
94. ZON—F. W. Updegraf. Thrilling
sights never before witnessed by a white
man. Former price, $5.00
GENTLEMAN JOHNNY BUR-
95- GOYNE—F. J. Huddleston. Mis-
adventures of a likable English General in
the Revolution. Former price, $5.00
TRADER HORN—Aloysius _P.
96- Horn and Ethelreda Lewis. Traffick-
er in ivory, collector of gorillas, and admiral
of a cannibal fleet. Former price, $4.00
THE FRUIT OF THE FAMILY
97. TREE—Albert Edward Wiggam.
Astounding discoveries about heredity.
Former price, $3.00
WHITE SHADOWS IN THE
O8. SOUTH SEAS—Frederick O'Brien.
The curse of white civilization that burdens
these happy children of nature.
Former price, $5.00
9 THE DOCTOR LOOKS AT LOVE
9- AND LIFE—Joseph Collins, M.D.
Sex ignorance and its dangers.
Former price, $3.00
1 0 BOB, SON OF BATTLE—Alfred
0 « Olliphant. The immortal story of
a sheepdog of the bleak English moors.
Former price, $2.50
101 **HOSSES"’~Compiled by Charles
o Wright Gray. A collection of the
best stories about them by Zane Grey, Donn
Byrne and 15 other writers.
Former price, $2.50
1 02 PERFECT BEHAVIOR—Donald
o Ogden Stewart, A ridiculously
funny parody on etiquette books.
Former price, $2.00
103 ADVENTURES IN CONTENT-
« MENT — Darid Greyson. Life
seems more sunny after adventuring with
this philosopher. Former price, $2.00
104 COUNT LUCKNER, THE SEA
o DEVIL—Lowell Thomas. The
gallant adventurer who, in an old schooner,
sank fourteen allied ships without loss of a
single life. Former price, $2.50
105 THE RED KNIGHT OF GER-
e MANY-——FloydGibbons. The vivid
story of Baron von Richthofen, the greatest
of German war aviators.
Former price, $2.50
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