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Books of Special Interest 
Sc ien t i f i c E d u c a t i o n 

T H E CHILD AND T H E WORLD. By 
MARGARET. NAUMBURG. . New York: 
Harcourt, Brace & Co. 1929. $3-50. 

Reviewed by LUCY SPRAGUE M I T C H E L L 

Bureau of Educational Experiments 

X / I A R G A R E T NAUMBURG, as the 
^^^ founder of the Walden School (orig­
inally called the Children's School), has for 
years been one of the outstanding figures in 
the United States in experimental, or as she 
prefers to have it called, in "scientific edu­
cation." No book from such a source can 
fail to attract attention. "The Child and 
the World" will do more. For it is in the 
best sense of the word a "provocative" 
book. The title is no misnomer unless, in­
deed, "Margaret Naumburg and the World" 
might be more accurate. For although the 
book is cast in the form of dialogues between 
various members of the school staff and 
the public represented by different types of 
school visitors, it is essentially a personal 
book reflecting the thinking and the experi­
ences of its writer. The discussions in the 
first dialogues and in the last give fairly 
concrete pictures of Miss Naumburg's 
philosophy as embodied in her actual school 
procedures: in the other dialogues thev 

serve largely as a background of problems 
of which the school is aware because it is 
dealing with human material. The children 
themselves seldom appear:—a glimpse of 
the "pre-school children" as seen by the 
Mid-western superintendent, a discussion of 
parents and schools by a group of High 
School students, which does not sound like, 
and I hope is not, a recorded conversation, 
a play, and a record of a discussion during 
its creation. 

It is the book of a student filled with 
quotations not only from recognized edu­
cators, but from anyone who can throw 
light on human beings and their behavior. 
Miss Naumburg is consistently trying 10 
understand children first and to plan a 
course of study for them second. This is 
what she means by a "scientific," or "experi­
mental," point of view in education as op­
posed to the merely "progressive" (repre­
sented in the Lincoln School, Horace Mann, 
and others) where the old curriculum is not 
necessarily questioned and the progressive-
ness consists merely in an attempt to better 
the methods of teaching old things. 

Miss Naumburg's conception of a school 
is a synthesis of modern scientific thinking. 
Appropriately the dialogue form permits of 
wide and easy ranging from the psychoan­
alytic libido theory to Osborn's theory of 

the deterioration of modern men, from the 
meaning of "social" and "individual" to the 
persistence of certain physiological cells, from 
Alexander's technique of muscle coordination 
to the place of tool subjects or drama in the 
curriculum, from intelligence tests to White­
head's "Organization of Thought." In the 
course of these animadversions on life and 
growth, Miss Naumburg hits an extraor­
dinary number of nails on the head. Her 
summaries of the attitude towards education 
on the part of settlements, labor organiza­
tions, and public school authorities, hei 
evaluation of psychological tests, of col­
lege board examinations, of Dewey's own 
school and progressive schools in general, 
these and many others are both pithy and 
profound, and constitute a real critique of 
current thinking on education. 

The dialogue form turns out to be a 
subtle method of proving this school's su­
periority over everyone who comes the 
school's way. Now of course Miss Naum­
burg thinks she is right—what is a convic­
tion but thinking you are right? But that 
is different from thinking that a few min­
utes conversation and glimpse into a class­
room will prove you are right to a school 
superintendent from a mid-western Public 
School, to "the" sociologist, to "the" artist, 
to Normal School students, parents (even to 
a conservative father), to public school 
teachers, old-fashioned physician, univer­
sity professor, and a modern stage pro-

NEED OF EDUCATION 
GREATEST IN U.S. 
OPINION OF H.G.WELLS 

WOMEN TO FIGHT IN 
NEXT WAR SAYS 

SIR PHILIP GIBBS 

AMERICA IN DANGER 
SAYS GERMAN AUTHOR 

Sectet Organizations Source of 

Future Culture and Learn­

ing in America 

Beauty, Motherhood No Protec­
tion in Future Combats 

Count Hermann Keyserling Fore­
sees Complete Bondage For 

Country Which Believes 
"Majority Always Right" 

WAR FOUND US IMMATURE 

• NO "BEHIND THE L INES" ; "EQUALITY ENDS QUALITY" 

1 1 Finds Inertia Dominant Charac­
teristic Here 

Compar i sons a r e odious , a n d 
M r . H . G. Wells , Br i t i sh nove l ­
ist and h is tor ian , refrains from 
m a k i n g t h e m where A m e r i c a 
a n d E u r o p e a r e concerned , b u t . . 

Women will no t be exempt 
from service in t h e next war , 
while m a n h o o d fights for t h e m , 
Sir Phi l ip Gibbs , famous Brit ish 
a u t h o r and war cor responden t 
said t o d a y . " W o m e n will h a v e 
an equal i ty of danger wi th thei r 
m e n folk a n d will need t h e 
same courage , " he said 

America is in danger . Bond­
age is t h e future of t h e greates t 
democracy t h e world has ever 
known. C o u n t H e r m a n n Keyser­
ling said yes te rday , when a p ­
proached abou t his views on 

ROCKET TAKES 
PHOTO OF STARS. 
FORETELLS WEATHER 

Smithsonian Institute Director 

First to See Possibilities 

of Device 

EXPECTS RESULTS "SOON" 

No Trip to Moon, But More 

Practical Uses for Fan­

tastic Machine 

Pene t r a t i on t o t h e ve ry high 
a t m o s p h e r e t o t a k e chemical 
samples of i t s cons t i tu t ion a n d 
t o ob ta in d a t a for wea the r s t a ­
t ions will soon be accomplished 

from _. 

THE F R O N T PAGE /̂THE FUTURE 
W ILL some Lindbergh of 

the near future make a 
n o n - s t o p f l i gh t a r o u n d t h e 
world? Will our cities build 
skyscrapers of aluminum? Will 
television be succeeded by nocto-
vhien—enabling us to see in the 
dark? Or will these scientific 
curiosities fade into insignifi­
cance before the tremendous 
cultural and intellectual rebirth 
of America—and of the world? 
The sum of our knowledge con­
c e r n i n g t h i s b r e a t h - t a k i n g 
World of the Future has been 

collected in an extraordinary 
book of scientific prophecies— 
t h e D R I F T O F C I V I L I Z A T I O N . 

Twenty-six leaders in their 
fields have here given stimulat­
ing answers to that ever-in­
sistent question: What do we 
know of the world of the 
Future? A panoramic view of 
our civilization is projected by 
this group of the world's great­
est scientists, philosophers, and 
men of affairs—with some as­
tonishing forecasts. 

The DRIFT of 
A S Y M P O S I U M with a Foreword by }o?>'EPH PULITZER 

26 "FRONT PAGE" STORIES of the FUTURE—*> World Leaders in Thought and Action 

The FUTURE of MAN 
I MAXIM GORKV: Man. 

11 JAMES HARVEY ROBINSON: The Age 

of Surprises. 

I l l HANS DKICSCH: A World of Plan and 

Purpose. 

J V GUGLIELMOFERRERO; Modern Unrest. 

V MARTIN A. NEXO: The Pmletariat 

and the Future. 

V I BENEDETTO CROCE: Christianity for 

Our Time. 

V I I BERTRAND RUSSELL: Science and 

Education. 

V I I l J. B. S. HALDANE: The Sciemilic 
Point of View. 

<rhe FUTURE of SCIENCE 
I X CHARLES O . ABBOT: Vanguard: The 

Future of Scientific Discovery. 
X RICHARD E. BYRD: Wings: The 

Future oi Aviation. 
X I DR. .'\LBERT EINSTEIN: Beyond New-

ton: The New Physics. 
X I I H. E. HOWE: The Future of Chem­

istry. 
X I I I OWEN P . YOUNG : Power: Civilization 

and Electrical Development. 
XIVMlcHAEL PUPIN: The Story of Elec-

"trical Communication. 
X V MORRIS FISHBEIN. M.D.: The Medi­

cine of the Future. 
X V I P A D L DE KRUIF: The Future of the 

Conquest of Disease. 
X V I I SIR PHILIP GIBBS; De.uh Makers: The 

Next War. 

The 
XVIII 

XIX 

XX 

XXI 

XXII 

XXIII 

XXIV 

XXV 

XXVI 

FUTURE of AMERICA 
HENRY FORD: Fifty Years of Indus-
dustrial Development. 
REV. WILLIAM R . INGE: Whither are 

We Tending: America and Europe. 
H. G. WELLS: The Next Phase in 
America. 
COUNT HERMANN KEYSERLING: The 

Key to America's Spiritual Progress. 
RUDOLPH MARIA HOLEAPFEL: The 

Possibilities for an American Culture. 
WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT: Towards a 

Reform of the Criminal Law. 
STEPHEN LEACOCK ; The Future of 

American Humor. 

Labor the SIDNEY HILLMA 
United States. ' 
ANDRE SiEGFRirD:The American Age 

1-2 
On iale at all 

Bookstores, 
S3.00 

^ ^ . i . ^ ^ , '' , „ _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . I v,'ant to read. 
A-4 4 To YOUR BOOKSELLER or THE DRIFT OF 
/nin^ To THE INNER SANCTUM 0/ CIVILIZATION 

S I M O N and S C H U S T E R AKKmahi'Itv'"""y t"l" 
fMishiri • 37 West 57th Street • Nm Ysrk Q I enclose $3.00 Q Plcasc_ ŝcrid 
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"Till names read like the roster of 
a World's Academy of intellect 
and action"—NEW YORK TIMES 

ducer. Anyone who has worked in an ex­
perimental school knows that the job of 
convincing- the world is no such easy one! 

What is the main educational thesis which 
makes these easy converts and through what 
technique is this thesis put into school 
practice? The book answers the first ques­
tion much more fully than the second. "I 
started the school," Miss Naumburg says, 
"with the purpose of applying the principles 
of analytic psychology to the education ot 
normal children. I welcomed psychanalysis 
as an educational technique." The psy­
choanalytic trend of Miss Naumburg's 
thinking is indicated in nearly every sub­
ject she approaches quite apart from the 
direct discussions of Jung, Freud, Adler, and 
others, and from the explanation of her 
own "middle ground" platform. The un­
conscious, she holds, plays the leading role 
in a child's life. The effort to understand 
this unconscious, therefore becomes the 
school's chief job. How the school is to 
arrive at this understanding is referred to 
incidentally and is implicit .in the whole 
pedagogic argument. We are told that 
records and special case studies have been 
made over many years of both individual 
children and groups through the applica­
tion of the analytic technique. Judgment 
on such analytic records must wait until 
their promised publication, which we hope 
will not be long deferred. Further, we are 
told that many analysts now cooperate 
closely with the school. Above all we are 
told that "at least half the teachers" and 
many of the parents have been analyzed, 
"while the rest of the teachers are equally 
interested in the application of analytic 
principles to our general educational 
scheme." 

Of all fields in the world I should sup­
pose the trained expert is a necessity in 
analysis and conversely the amateur is a 
menace. To attempt to interpret the hidden 
life of a child through personal and emo­
tional revelations of one's own seems in­
secure and consequently unscientific proce­
dure. Even if one were to accept the 
psycho-analytic viewpoint as Miss Naum­
burg expounds it—and I am intentionally 
side-stepping that issue in this review—I 
think one would hesitate to trust so delicate 
and powerful a technique to class-room 
teachers merely because they had been an­
alyzed. Particularly as the technique is not 
successful unless the patients—in this case 
the children—cooperate. So that the teacher 
must be more than an observer; she must 
involve the children in active investigation 
into their own states of mind. It would 
seem to me almost an impossibility to keep 
a false element of excitement off a stage so 
set as well as to place the emphasis inap­
propriately for children. Miss Naumburg 
pleads for "education through experience" 
instead of the old "education by means of 
the printed word." But does she mean by 
experience this searching by the children for 
the hidden motives of their behavior? 

That is not what some of us mean by a 
"curriculum of experience," and 1 presume 
it is not all of what Miss Naumburg means. 
But certainly it is the part she has chosen to 
stress in her book. And on^ this point I do 
not join the converts of her dialogue. 

In spite of this fundamental disagreement, 
I found myself more than repaid for an 
arduous reading of Miss Naumburg's book. 
The problems she raises are those which 
every scl^ool and every family should face. 
And I rejoice that she has given the world 
her answer to them both in book form and 
in a school. 

Alfred Hutty, Etcher 
AMERICAN ETCHERS. Volume I I ; A L ­

FRED H u r r y . Twelve Facsimiles. New-
York: T . Spencer Hutson. 1929. 

T H A T young artist is fortunate indeed 
whose early work is recorded in such ac­

curate and sympathetic fashion. Such a book 
as this a generation ago would have been 
reserved for an artist famous and safely 
dead. Its appearance may be taken to ii\-
dicate a greater concern for the artist still 
in the insecurity of this mortal life and an 
increasing popularity of the art of etching. 
Duncan Philipps provides the ritual intro­
duction in which he justly celebrates Alfred 
Hutty's tenacity as a portraitist of trees arid 
his ready geniality as a sketcher of people -n 
<;roups. We have no quarrel with the esti­
mate, yet in scanning the plates we feel, 
despite the prizes so many have won so 
quickly, a talent still immature—charmmg 
quality of touch rather than serious merit of 
invention. In short, without at all grudg­
ing him the honor, we suspect that the artist 
is prematurely relie en veau. The book is 
perfection as to make, and besides the reg­
ular edition there is a limited edition of 
seventy with an oripnal etching. 
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Colorful Books for Stimulating Autumn Reading 

T H O N J I / JEFfERSON: 
The Apostle of Americanism 

By GILBIRT CHIHARD 
"The special value of this delightful biography is its annihilation 

of the old slander that Jefferson was not a great political philosopher 
and original thinker, and in its demonstration that despite his sym­
pathy with France he was passionately and wholly American. It 
should be read by every intelligent American."—Claude G. Bowers 
in the New York Evening Post. 548 pages. With 8 illustrations. $5.00 

H A W f H O R N E 
By 

NEWTON ARYIN 
"A critical study that ranks high among those produced in re­

cent years. A book to be placed beside Lewis Mumford's 'Herman 
Melville.' A statement of Hawthorne's significance that is at once 
interesting and profound. It makes Hawthorne a universal figure, 
significant to all of America, rather than one of the last leaves on the 
tree of New England Puritanism."—C. Hartley Grattan in the New 
York Sun. With 12 illustrations. $3.50 

WOLFE AND 
NORTH AMERICA 

By Lieutenant Colonel 
F. E. Whitton 

This biography of 
Wolfe is not only an 
authoritative life of 
one of the great 
generals of British 
Empire History, it is 
also a masterly sur­

vey of the European and Ameri­
can history of the period. With 
8 illustrations and 4 maps. $4.00 

JOAN OF ARC 
By Hllaire Belloc 

Concisely, clearly, beautifully, 
one of England's foremost artists 
in prose has written the sublinie 
story of the maid of Domremy 
vsrho became, just five hundred 
years ago, "The Maid of Or­
leans." $1.75 

IWILLBEGOODr 
By Dion Clayton Calthrop 
A delightful portrayal of life 

in England under Queen Vic­
toria — satirical, understanding 
and vivid. "A Family Album", 
"A Victorian Sunday" and "A 
Dinner-Party at the Manor-
House" are some of the chapter 
headings. With numerous line 
drawings. $3.50 

ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT 
By ErIcK Maria Bemarotue 

"This brilliantly 
vivid and poignant 
story is unquestion­
ably the best story 
of the World War."— 
H. L. Mencken in 
The American Mer­

cury. The war novel everyone 
is reading — the international 
best seller. Now in its 260th 
thousand in America. $2.50 

A hrilliant work of the imagination^ full of 
action, and handling profound emotions 

with passion and sincerity 

THE WINfiS o r 
THE EAGLE 
By GILBERT SELDES 

This is the love story of a man who is never 
satisfied with anything less than perfection, 
and of a woman who tries to save her lover 
from destroying himself in the pursuit of his 
mastering illusion. Their relation (which hap­
pens to be an unsanctioned one) is treated with 
frankness and delicacy. Actually there is vic-
tory over life for both of them since both satisfy 

the essential needs of their natures. The setting of this first 
novel by the young author of "The Seven Lively A r t s " is a 
farming village in the eastern part of the United States. $2.50 

WHITEOAK/ OF JALNA 
By NAZO DE LA ROCHE 

"From the talk overheard at dinner tables and in suburban trains, 
'Whiteoaks of Jalna' seems to be holding its own as the novel of the;hour." 
—New York Sun. 55th thousand. An Atlantic Novel. $2.50 

CHARIOI WHEELS 
By SYLVIA THOMPSON 

The author of "The Hounds of Spring" shows that while Sauce for the 
Gander may be Sauce for the Goose it is something quite different for 
the poor bewildered Gosling. An Atlantic Novel. $2.50 

J_ 
WHEN THE 

U-BOATS CANE 
TO AMERICA 

By William Bell Clark 
The thrilling story of the U-

Boat raids on American shipping. 
Alittle-known factor of America's 
part in the World War presented 
in its entirety for the first time. 
With 14 illustrations. $3.00 

THE STORT OF 
GOVERNMENT 
By Sir Charles Petrie 

Starting with the earliest form 
of government known, this book 
traces its development down the 
ages to the dictatorships and So­
viets, commissions and governor 
generalships of to-day. $3.50 

FRENCH LIBERAL 
THOUGHT 

I N THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY 

By Kintfsley Martin 
A lecturer at the London 

School of Economics traces the 
way in which the ideas of de­
mocracy and progress were for­
mulated in eighteenth-century 
France, and aims to clear away 
some of the confusion about 
these widely challenged ideas. 

$4.50 

Z E R O H O U R 
By Geortf Grabenhorsf 

In "All Q u i e t " 
you have the point 
of view of the Ger­
man common soldier 
—^here you have the 
point of view of the 
German officer-can­
didate, in a truly re­
markable war book which is 
highly recommended by Thomas 
Mann. $2.50 

N A I I R I E D N O N E y 
By HARFORD POV^ELr Jr. 

What happens when a poor little Back Bay rich girl weds her 
Harvard Adonis and exchanges the austerities of Marlborough 
Street plus Nahant for the Whoopee of Broadway night clubs and 
Park Avenue penthouses? Plenty! And Mr. Powel tells all in the 
most hilarious spoofing yet uncorked about the most truly envied, 
consistently interesting, bitterly derided town in America. An 
Atlantic Novel. $2.50 

fHE UNCERTJIIN fRUNPEf 
By A . S. M. HUTCHINSON 

" The Uncertain Trumpet' more nearly approaches 'If Winter 
Comes' than either of the two volumes which followed it. His plot 
is intricate and well woven, and his material is rich."—Garreta 
Busey m the New York Herald Tribune. 

"Recommended to all Hutchinson readers as probably his next 
best book to'If Winter Comes'."—Philadelphia Public Ledger. $2.50 

Boston 
These books are for sale at all Booksellers. Send for a copy of our complete Announcement of Neu. Books for the Autumn 

LlfTLEr B R O W N AND COMPANY Publishers 
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CHAPEL HILL 
Books of Special Interest 

BOOKS 

The 
V I R G I N I A 
P L U T A R C H 
By PHILIP ALEXANDER 
BRUCE 

The LIFE 
of MIRANDA 
By WILLIAM SPENCE 
ROBERTSON 

The 
A M E R I C A N 
S C H O L A R 
By 
NORMAN FOERSTER 

T h e T R E E 
NAMEDJOHN 
By J O H N B. S A L E 

BLACK 
ROADWAYS 
By 
MARTHA W.BECKWITH 

JOHN HENRY 
By GUY B. JOHNSON 

The 
SCHOOLS of 
E N G L A N D 
Edited by 
J . D O V E R W I L S O N 

A U T U M N 1 9 2 9 

The biographical story of the Old Dominion 
is told by one of the few authentic historians 
who still see our leaders in Plutarchian pro­
portions. In two volumes, the book contains 
swiftly moving life stories of thirty-three great 
Virginians who shaped American, and fre­
quently, world history. Illustrated, boxed, 
$7.50. ( In a special limited and signed edi­
tion, boxed, $12.50.) 

"Dark Miranda," "precursor of South-Ameri­
can liberty," "first civilized South American 
to visit Europe," inspirer of a score of epithets, 
a figure so fascinating that the bare facts of 
his life sound improbable. Catherine I I , Na­
poleon, Pitt, Hamilton, Jefferson—the roster 
of his political connections includes every great 
figure of his time. Besides being the first ade­
quate life of Miranda, it provides, in the up-
till-now undiscovered sources, a remarkable 
picture of the political policies of Europe with 
respect to Latin America. Boxed, illustrated, 
in two volumes, $7.50. (Special limited 
edition, signed, $14.00.) 

No more challenging criticism of present-day 
scholarship in America has appeared than this 
uncompromising statement from the pen of a 
well-known practising scholar who finds him­
self at variance with prevailing methods. After 
analyzing the causes of the situation, he offers 
a constructive plan for remedying it. I t is a 
timely book and presents a point of view well 
worth careful thought. $1.00 

John, for whom the tree was named, was the 
little boy whose colored playmates (there 
weren't any white ones on that Mississippi 
plantation) made him believe that he had to 
spit on his bait to catch a fish, swallow a 
blown-up fish bladder to learn swimming, bite 
off a butterfly's head to get a new suit of 
clothes, and eat the brains of his first bird to 
become a mighty hunter. T h a t and a lot more 
are all in this charming book of stories, the 
lore of which is authentic and fascinating. 
Illustrated with silhouettes. $2.00 

A study of the folk life of Jamaica, this book 
is the pleasant result of four trips to "the 
crumpled island," during one of which she was 
introduced by her friendly informant as a lady 
who "want to know about duppy and such 
t'ings." She learned about them and wrote 
them carefully, sympathetically, and charm­
ingly—everyday matters, but more especially 
the "ghost" lore and its tremendous hold on 
even the minutest details of living and acting. 

Illustrated, $3.00 

The author is already known for his previous 
folk song investigations with Howard W . 
Odum. Here he follows the winding trail of 
the "steel driving man who died with his ham­
mer in his hand"—the Paul Bunyan of the 
South, the Negro's most important hero. Be­
sides laying a good foundation for the prob­
ability of the John Henry legend, M r . Johnson 
collects and includes a number of admirable 
versions of the John Henry ballad. $2.00 

A symposium of seventeen lectures delivered at 
King's College, London, on various aspects of 
the British educational system—the nursery 
and infant schools, public elementary and 
preparatory schools, training colleges. Uni­
versities, and education in the "fighting ser­
vices." Each article is enlightening and un­
usually well vyrittcn. $5.00 

T H E U N I V E R S I T Y OF 

NORTH CARCLINA PRESS 

Marriage and Its Basis 
MARRIAGE. By EDWARD WESTERMARCK. 

New York: Jonathan Cape & Harrison 
Smith. 1929. $1.50. 

Reviewed by V. F. CALVERTON 

T N these days when books on marriage and 
and morals seem to have multiplied be­

yond all reason, with many adding little 
to those that preceded, the appearance of 
this book of Edward Westermarck, which 
considers marriage in terms of its historical 
background, has unusual significance. West-
ermarck's book does what most books on 
marriage fail to do. It sets marriage in 
its historical position, considers its forms 
in various eras, its individual and social 
aspects, and its cultural characteristics. It is 
descriptive rather than dissective in method. 
In simple, expeditious way it provides the 
reader with many of the general conclusions 
that its author drew, after more elaborate 
analysis, in his noted work on "The History 
of Human Marriage." 

One can find here, in rapid review, many 
of Dr. Westermarck's various conclusions as 
to the basis of marriage, the nature of the 
incest taboo, the origin of endogamy and 
exogamy, and the numerous theories con­
cerning group-marriage and promiscuity 
among primitive peoples. The presentment 
is always clear but not always sufficient. 
The very absence of the abundant materials 
that made his "History of Human Mar­
riage" such an invaluable document, tends 
to make this volume lag a little in interest 
and fall short somewhat in conviction. By 
way of quick contrast, for example, his book 
on "Marriage Ceremonies in Morocco" was 
striking in just those ways that this book is 
not. You got in the former not only a 
picture of marriage customs, but also the 
presence of the human factor, the actual 
"feel" of the situation, the real "spirit" of 
the mores. That you do not get in this 
volume. Here you have facts, but without 
the spirit that is or was behind them. As 
a result, this volume, in considerable part, 
reads more like a sterile monograph than 
a dynamic interpretation. 

Nevertheless, for the general reader the 
book will provide an acquaintanceship with 
marital forms that most books on marriage 
leave out of account altogether or mention 
in a passing footnote or paragraph. The 
fact that marriage grows out of the family, 
and not the family out of marriage; that 
as an institution marriage is more economic 
than sexual in origin; that it evinces all 
varieties of duration through the ages— 
these basic facts alone will clarify the atti­
tude of the general reader toward the whole 
problem of marriage and morals. In 
achieving such clarification the book serves 
a good purpose. Instead of viewing the 
present bankruptcy of marriage which has 
spread over the western world as something 
unprecedented, for instance, the reader can 
see in it a form of change that has oc­
curred before in history, and which is to 
be expected in the career of any mores. 
Moralities have their curves of ascent and 
descent like the history of rivers. This fact 
is brought out in adequate detail in the dis­
cussion of the many forms of marriage that 
man has hitherto adopted, then rejected, and 
sometimes re-adopted again. 

As to the specific contentions of the book 
—in the first place it is interesting to note 
that Dr. Westermarck does not here make 
the eager defense of pre-nuptial chastity 
that he did in his "History of Human Mar­
riage." The error in his earlier position 
had met with severe attack by many an­
thropologists, in particular Robert Briffault. 
One of the most recent instances in disproof 
of Westermarck's earlier conception is to be 
found in Malinowski's "Sexual Life of 
Savages," where we find that in Melanesia 
pre-nuptial chastity is practically unknown. 
That Westermarck still refuses to recognize 
the matrilineal background of early primi­
tive marriage, even when faced with all the 
enormous evidence of Briifault, is all the 
more unfortunate for his general interpre­
tation of marriage in these mad, modern 
years, when, as many have augured, we are 
on the road to another matriarchate. The 
same error creeps into this book which .s 
to be found in his earlier ones, namely, that 
connected with the differentiations of mar­
riage as a concept and a practice. It is not 
that Westermarck, himself is not aware of 
the differentiations, but that the reader will 
most likely be misled by the failure to em­
phasize them. Marriage in many primitive 
communities resembles so little marriage as 
we, with our modern categories of con­
sciousness, conceive it, that it is practically 
a misnomer to use the same word to de­

scribe both conditions. Among the aboriginal 
tribes of Malaya, for example, individuals 
often marry forty or fifty times; the Chero­
kee Iroquois "commonly changed wives 
three or four times a year, among the 
Hurons "women (were) purchased by the 
night, week, month or winter." Now while 
in a certain loose sense you may describe all 
these relationships as marital, there is a 
great danger of misapprehension in this type 
of nomenclature. It would be a highly in­
telligent procedure if we coined a new word 
for our anthropological vocabulary so that 
this kind of confusion could not occur. 
Especially is this confusion pronounced, 
when we discuss such a relationship as 
monogamy, and here Westermarck is even 
evasive himself. 

Despite these criticisms, the general reader 
will find in this book a fund of data con­
cerning the basis and background of mar­
riage, which will make him all the better 
equipped to understand marriage in its pres­
ent forms, and to "see through" many of 
the pretentions and spurious arguments that 
are proffered to us about marriage today. 

Black Ulysses 
WINGS ON MY FEET. By HOWARD W . 

ODUM. Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill 
Co. 1929. $2.50. 

Reviewed by R. E M M E T KENNEDY 

A S an authentic, emotional record of the 
attitude of mind of the American 

negro soldier during the late war, "Wings 
on my Feet" contains much that is inter­
esting and diverting. Preoccupied with his 
uncertain fate. Black Ulysses contemplates 
death and destruction and the terrors of war 
surrounding him, voicing his sentiments and 
speaking his mind without fear or reserva­
tion. At times there is an undercurrent of 
reckless humor so unexpected it is almost 
grotesque. 

Written in monologue form, the hero 
gives his impressions with a natural egotism 
and child-like bravado quite true to life; 
except in a few instances where certain ideas 
are advanced so at variance with the im­
maturity of his mind, it seems that he is 
being used as a medium to give expression 
to the author's own philosophies of life. 
One misses, however, the pleasing origin­
ality, the variety of incident, and the fre­
quent change of tempo, all of which gave 
such character to Dr. Odum's former book, 
"Rainbow Round My Shoulder." Black 
Ulysses, the troubadour, was spontaneous 
and amusing, chiefly concerned with his 
private amours and the sheer delight of 
roaming abroad in the happy-go-lucky 
world. Black Ulysses, the soldier, conscious 
of his uniform and brass buttons, has become 
self-important. Affected by the nearness of 
an audience hitherto ignored, he seems in­
clined to show off; often more deeply con­
cerned about the impression he is making 
than he is about the general tone of his ram­
bling discourse. 

Prevailing monotony, more than anything 
else, unfortunately mars the appeal of the 
story. Before long the reader finds him­
self losing interest and growing impatient. 
It is like listening to a long, well-written 
piece of piano music, where there is 
never a change of key: or like hearing a 
performance of an unending oratorio where 
certain unimportant, meaningless words are 
sung again and again, their only mission 
being to fill the listener with righteous an­
noyance. This defect might easily have 
been overcome if Dr. Odum had shown a 
more generous sense of elimination in select­
ing his material. Likewise the monotony 
would appear less insistent if he had sup­
plied the original music that goes with the 
song fragments breaking into the theme 
from time to time, that is, if such music is 
extant. For, after considering the strange 
verse mixture, where familiar lines of old 
spirituals join with the words of a well-
known folk-song, with the occasional ring-
ing-in of a line from a bawdy street ballad 
intended to give novel flavor, there is rea­
son for suspecting someone guilty of a fla­
grant disregard of artistic verity, and the 
reader is left trying to decide whether the 
fault is due to the over-ingeniousness of 
the author or to the reckless fancy of his 
singing soldier. 

However important the merits of "Wings 
On My Feet" as an authentic document 
echoing the war and revealing the vital 
sensations of an actual flesh and blood per­
sonality, as straight fiction the book lacks 
certain enduring qualities and the inventive 
force that would serve to rank it as an im­
portant literary achievement. 
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