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The New Books

The books listed by title only in the cl.ssified list below are noted bere as
received. Many of them will be reviewed later,

Art

TAOS PUEBLO. Photographed by ANsEL
EasToN Apams and described by Mary
AusTIN, San Francisco: Grabhorn Press.
1930, $75.

For centuries the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico and the Hopi of Arizona have un-
consciously contributed to the world of art.
Much of their product, however, especially
in the form of pottery, has been hidden in
the soil until retrieved by archaologists. It
is now being realized that the arts and cul-
ture of these Indians are entitled to be pre-
sented in a style as beautiful and as worthy
as the remarkable things which they have
made and which grace so many of our
museums,

A veritable library has been published on
the Pueblo tribes, and the end is by no
means in sight; but it has not been until re-
cently that books as fine as the culture of
which they treat have made their appear-
ance.

Only within the last fortnight has been
issued Volume XVII of Edward S. Curtis’s
North American Indian, that sumptuous
work in twenty volumes and as many port-
folios of plates, prepared and published un-
der the patronage of Mr, J. Pierpont Mor-
gan and his late father. The volume men-
tioned {which bears the date of 1926) is
the third of the series to treat of the Pu-
eblos,

There now comes from the Grabhorn
Press of San Francisco the splendid folio
work on the Pueblo of Taos, published by
Ansel Easton Adams, who made the twelve
photographs with which it is illustrated and
which are preceded by an elucidative text
from the pen of no other than Mary Austin,
who for years has been a student of and
writer on Pueblo topics, as everyone knows.

As a piece of bookmaking the work leaves
nothing to be desired. If the committee of
selection of the fifty best printed books of
1930 does not include it In its list, some-
body will have been guilty of oversight in-
deed. The plates are printed on the text
paper, specially sensitized for the purpose;
the hand-binding in Niger and linen is
splendidly done by Hazel Dreis. The edi-
tion is limited to 108 copies, of which one
hundred copies are to be sold at seventv-five
dollars the copy. Yet many a piece of Pu-
eblo potery only a generation or two old
has commanded an even greater price, and
in no case can one say that the cost has been
exorbitant,

Belles Lettres

EAST OF THE HUDSON. By J. Brooks

ATkiNsoN, Knopf, 1931,

In this book, Mr. Atkinson has brought
together a number of essays upon New York
City and the country near it. Some of them
are autobiographical, dealing with the days
before Greenwich Village was taken up and
abandoned by curiosity hunters or with van-
ished theatres; and the consistent use of the
past tense, even in such surprising contexts
as “He (Joe Cook) was one of the great
comic spirits,” gives to the whole book an
almost melancholy air of reminiscence, and
a faint impression of being intended for
posterity.

It is this, perhaps, that gives a feeling of
disappointment with those parts of the book
rhat deal with the New York one knows, or
with actors one has scen. Everything Mr.
Atkinson says is accurate, his appreciation
of the Marx brothers is as whole-hearted as
anything could well be, his distinction be-
tween the merits of different comedians is
nicely discriminating, and yet there is some-
thing wanting. It is enthusiasm, or at least
emotion; one feels that Mr, Atkinson has
caught everything except the uniqueness, the
vxcitement, the challenge to love or hate it
that is in New York, in its theatre and
everywhere else.  Mr, Atkinson’s mood of
gentle recollection would be guite right for
London, but is somehow false for New York.
The chapters about the New York that one
does not know are interesting for their
varied information, but in them, too, as in
Herr Baedeker, one misses the beating of
the heart,

Mr. Atkinson is much more successful in
writing of the country. He has the misfor-
tune, shared by many people at present, of
being pulled by both the country and the
town; his philosophy is not the pantheisin
that would allow him to find intellectual
food in the country; indeed, he has a very
low view of rustics generally, but his es-
thetic perceptions starve for it, So he writes
of his week-ends up the Hudson, or of such
morsels of the country as birds of passage in
Central Park, or, most of all, of such un-

known grounds as the Newark marshes, with
the beauty of homesickness, which should
sppeal to the many others who can live
neither in the city nor without it.

Poetry

Nawntucker, Mausuore, aAnNp OTHER NEW
EncLaNp Poems. By Don Holdeman-Jef-
feries. Meador. $1.50.

IcELaNDpIc Lyrics. Selected and edited by Rich-
ard Beck. Reykjavik: Bjarnarson.

Tue NATURAL YEAR. JANUARY. By Frederick
Edwards. New York: White.

Tue LeGenp oF OrLp ST. AuGusTINE. By Bur-
ton H. Pugh. Kansas City: Homerican Pub-
lishing Co.

Religion

Tue Basis oF Berier. By William G. Ballan-
tine. Crowell. $2.

A Free Purpir v ActioN. By Clarence R.
Skinner. Macmillan. $2.50.

Humawist ReLicioN. By Curtis W. Reese. Mac-
millan, §$1.

Pravers. By Francis Greenwood Peabody.
Houghton Miflin. $1.50.

TrE Mirror oF THE MonTH. By Skeila Kaye-
Smith, Harpers. $1.25.

Travel

Greex Fiervs or ENcLanp. By Clare Cameron.
Smith. $3.50.

IN Ecyer. By Jokn C. Van Dyke. Scribners.
$2.50.

Books Briefly Described

BEST SHORT STORIES OF THE WAR.
With an Introduction by H. M. Tom-
LiINsON.  New York: Harper & Bros.
1931. $3.50.

An anthology selected from German,
French, English, and American sources, well
calculated to arouse that sense of pity which,
in his Introduction, Mr. Tomlinson says
mayv be regarded as the guage of merit of
war literature.

SPLENDOUR OF THE HEAVENS. Ed-
ited by T. E. R. PHILLIPs and W, H.
STEAVENSON, New York: Robert M. Mec-
Bride & Co. 1931. $8.50 net.

A popular astronomy from the pens of a
group of British astronomers and more use-
ful to the British than to the American pub-
lic since its numerous charts of the skies are
prepared from the point of view of the ob-
server in London. It is a comprehensive,
if wuntechnical survey, and is illustrated
with an immense number of charts and
photagraphs.

SLAVE-TRADING IN THE OLD SOUTH.
Bv FrEDERICK Bancrorr. Baltimore:
I. H. Furst Company. 1931. $4.

A study, based on original sources many
of them journalistic, of slave-trading as it
existed in the United States before the Civil
War, 1t contains much interesting material
presented with scholarly detachment. Num-
crons ilustrations accompany the text.

DIGGING UP THE PAST. By C. Leon-
akp WoorLry. New York: Charles
Scvibner’s Sons. 1931, $2.

A bricf volume, based on a series of
broadeasts by one of the leading British ar-
chwologists, sctting forth the means which
the archweologist adopts to achieve his pur-
pose of illustrating and  discovering the
course of human ecivilization through scien-
tiftc excavation. A concentrated but inter-
esting exposition.

DARK HERITAGE. By SHIRLAND QUIN,
Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 19331. $2.50.
The well written story of a2 young Welsh-

man who comes to American intending to

stay for a short period but remains per-
manentlv,

FUGITIVE IN THE JUNGLE. By WiL-
LiaM  MATTENKLODT. Boston: Little,
Brown & Co. 1931. $3 net.

An autobiographical chronicle, doubtless
authentic, of a German who finds himself
in South Africa at the outbreak of the war
and enters upon a military career there with
a company of his own, Its rather detailed
and frequent accounts of military manceu-
vers are relieved by highly interesting de-
scriptions of hunting expeditions and treks
through the African wilderness.

HISTORY OF THE HEBREW PEOPLE.
By GroreE A. Barto. New York: The
Centory Co. 1931, $3.50.

A convenient textbook history of the He-
brews which is elaborately illustrated by
relevant passages from the Bible.

New One ~Volume Edition

The World Crisis

1914 -1918

by Winston §. Churdhill

Author of “A Roving Commission,” étc.

In this 850.page book Mr. Churchill has combined the four
separate volumes of his internationally famous war mem-
oirs, eliminating special discussions, official memoranda,
overlappings, etc., and clearing the decks for a more vivid
narrative, which includes much new material.

With maps and plans, $5.00

Lincoln and His Cabinet This Our Exile
by Clarence Edward by David Burnham

A brilliant new novel of modern Ameri-
N\/?CGFHILQ_Y Inand HisGenerals” " family life and of the reactions of a
author of “Lincolnan ¢ group of sensitive people in a time of
elc. crisis. 428 pages. $2.50

Eight vivid full length portraits of nota-
ble American figures of Civil War days, The HiStOt‘y of the MOYO
From the Earliest Times to the

and a new understanding of Lincoln, the,
Present Day

executive. lllustrated. 358 pages. $3.50
by Thomas Gann and

The Light ThatNeverWas
Eric Thompson

by Katherine Fullerton
The origin of the Maya, their history,

Gerould ia :
author of * Conquistador™ elc. art, architecture, religion, etc., described
concisely for the general reader by two

A delightful romance of a girl who . )
wanted a gleam of the * light that never 22’2::5 investigators. 26 piates,$22.§g

was’’ before she settled down, and the
man who responded to her mood. 237

pages. $200  These Russians
Axel’s Castle by William C. White

. “Nowhere in recent writing is there so
by Edmund Wilson intimate a revelation of what the com-
A leading critic examines a group of sig- mon folk are thinking, suffering and
nificant literary figures—Yeats, Proust,

doing as in these seventeen conversa-
Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Paul Valery and Ger-  tions.'—Philadelphia Ledger. 376 pages.
trude Stein. $2.50 $3.00

) 4 Festival »
l)y Struthers Burl

authar of “The Interpreter’s House,” “The Delectable Mountains,” etc.

“An excelient novel, rich, mellow, mature and undeniably stimu_la!-
ing. It has far more than plot, to recommend it—though the plotis a
consistently interesting one. There is materiat in it for a dozen ad-

mirable articles concerning American life and character.”
—New York Sun.

Third Iarge edition within one week of publication
at your bookstore

Charles Scribner's Sons, New York

25 years ago

THEY CALLED RAY SCHMIDT

fly

Today, she would take her place in the pre-
carious ranks of the army of “kept women.”
What a panorama of social changes is implied
even in the very phrases! But in one respect,
there has been no change. The woman who lives T
in the Back Street of a man’s life is still -
_ s stifl con “One of the most
demmed to ostracisny, outcast, alone . .
Through all the march of the last twenty-five moving books in
years Ray Schmidt faced that Her love was for- modern litera |
bidden then, is forbidden now—Yet Ray. regard- ture.” — Chicago
less of her status, was everything Fllat Woman is Tribune.
called upon to be in the eternal give and take of
human relationships. You may condemn, but “Fannte Hurst's
you cannot deny the grandeur nor escape most ambitious
the challenge of this poignant. sublime >
ge poig iblime figure. Cdrefull)' u'rougbt
novel—enormous,
minutely faithful

by FANNIE HURST

study of a social
background.”—
a C N. Y Times.

$2.50, COSMOPOLITAN BOOK CORPORATION, Limited Edirton of 250 autographed, $5.00
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BUT NOT FOR LOVE

BY BEATRICE KEAN SEYMOUR

AUTHOR OF “FALSE SPRING” A
First love, passion and the probiems that the younger SATIRIC POEM
generation has to face, have been woven by this
talented young English writer into a most absorbing Ml"

novel. Vickey Jardine, daughter of a successful nove-
list, searches for romance without the cynicism of the AMERICA
London drawing-room, only to be thwarted by her
own unquenchable idealism. Ralph Straus has said of BY W. J. TURNER
this story of Vickey's love, “The most engaging of all
Mrs. Seymour’s novels . .. exceedingly good to read.”

“’Alovely lady whose heart was
pure, although her mind was
$2.50 shady,” gives in this brilliant
satire her views on love, mar-
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riage, sex, and life in general,
T E u ’ 6 H o ‘T and holdly outlines her career,
H J E Al o a career which is essentially

B Y L . A. G . S T R o N G that of many American women

today. Certainly, modern

““Perhaps he will be the next great English novelist,” American life has a worthy as
says The New Statesman of Mr. Strong whose ability to well as scathing loureate in
analyze the most delicate situations and express the Mr. Turner, with his disarming
subtlest variations of character, thoroughly justifies frankness, glorious sense of

the prediction. An American, steeped in the traditions the ridiculous, but also sound

of his family, arrives at his ancestral estate in Scotland
for a visit, and this is the account of his summer there
with a group of people who are all gradually influenced $2.00
by the spirit of the past which surrounds them. $2.50

understanding of present-day

feminine psychology.

AT THE BETTER BOOKSHOPS
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He Puts True Culture
within the Reach of All

6 6 WE CAN become cultured byleading pretty
e
&

much the same sort of life as has been
our custom, but in a different spirit. 9’

A Fow Milestones on No wonder Charles Gray Shaw’s new book, “The
“Yhe ROAD TO Road to Culture”—although out only a week—is
CULTURE” already approaching best-sellerdom. What a fresh
Culture is not Erudition new meaning and then what a clear new path to b
f{ultur_e is ot Etiquette true culture he points out to all of us—regardless \
’b‘;";’,’;gsm at to Do with  of our educational or personal background or our
Familiarity with the Fine workaday business! CHARLES GRAY SHAW
Liking Whet One Doesn’t Like . .
Permanent_Pleasures . Culture, Dr. Shaw shows us, is a state of mind . + . repeatedly voted “the
}Tll‘:: Ftrh; d‘Zf,','"Z,‘;l“EZzZ ;);ks like happiness, not the physical possession of some- g‘t;’rsltn p&g“‘;‘ran "J?fessmi"
Moving-pictire Music thmg hke_ real estate, It is largely the ability to ¢jght %o]lege "generaﬁﬁ,f:’a{
/Cm a{,m AInima.lity; admire wisely; knowledge for the sake of its enjoy- New Yoik]dUniversity. He
an You Imagine? . H . now unfolds an invitin,
G e 6 Canvas | TREDE gnd. human value; private entertainment for approach to eulture  fo
Viewing Things Upside Down  the mind; and the art of knowing exactly what to busy people.
‘171:; ﬁzi'f"s‘é‘f’si?ai‘ii do vt:q;h ?nelslelf when one is physically alone or Abbs ERNEST DIMNET
Paintings, Not Pf"tures psychologically sohtary in the crowd. ﬂiyss‘ a.ccum\e;?ate{l & l:ri%iggg
T’;f,o;: ’r‘;:’zn‘“”"de Toward Then this genial philosopher tells how readily PR hﬁfiﬁ%eu:;ytheh“s’:,ﬂ
The Intoxication of Ideas you can put true culture into your life. For, since road mygell, 1 can predict itg
g:;::;ilzzd C{'Iallc;lr/ulness culture is not merely erudition or etiquette, the Sctionr oM Ty personal e~
17 an easur; H
Pathe and Pitfalls of Calturs cul.turet_i person is not mere!y the scholar at the EMILY POST says: *“Dr.
Culture for Commuters university or the gentleman in the drawing room. Shaw  has cgrveliously  suc
. » o e
Each of us already has within him the taste for meaning of cultare. To. many
culture, We must simply take the emotional reac- the book will open an hitherto
tions common to all and strengthen them through BURTON RASCGE says: T
use—as we would an underdeveloped muscle. know of no treatise of esinctics
. . . 80 clear, exp igit and so easy
With Dr. Shaw’s help you look at life with new to understand.
e : i ; 8. PARKES CADMAN says:
hyf:s;hand in a new spirit. By learning how to “4 ‘real hook, e canmot bs
eighten, strengthen, and make your reactions more satlsfied  with merely _getiing
H . s [ H and spending, and our mate~
At dll ' discerning and discriminating, you can make culture rial profits must be transivted
Bookstores a fascinating new sky-line above the street of your gﬁph tl;oseh highelru rlttesa.l:lmiieu
3 . ich give human life g-
$2.00 common occupation ! nity and meaning.”

Jhe KOAD TO CULTURE

By CHARLES GRAY SHAW
OUT ONLY A WEEK @ YET ALREADY HEADED FOR BEST SELLERDOM
Publishers ® FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY ® New York

w

News Out of Scotland

(Continued from preceding 536)

in Scotland as a spurious product.) And
the work of Neil M. Gunn—whose “Morn-
ing Tide” is our Book Society’s choice for
January and will appear in due course in
the States under the auspices of Harcourt,
Brace—has a fineness and an individuality
which, at the very least, suggest that one
man has hit a trail along which a new
Scottish fiction can healthily develop, Ad-
mittedly, we have not so far much to boast
of in the way of novels, but it is just in
this direction that the most desperate efforts
are being made and in this direction that
the best work of our “Renaissance” will
eventually be done, What Scotland needs
above all is a novelist of manners: a Ben-
nett or Galsworthy of the Lowlands. We
shall want better than that in the long run,
of course, but it is tillers of a rich and
virgin soil that are required just now to
prepare the way for our putative Tolstoy.

The whole movement follows the his-
torical lines. Grieve, Thompson, Carswell,
and others are blazing the trail on the
lines T have indicated. There are working
beside them several historians, whose self-
imposed function is to examine Scotland’s
past in the light of modern scholarship.
Thus Dr. George Pratt Insh has very use-
fully examined those last pathetic efforts
of Scottish imperialism—the Darien Scheme
and so forth. The Jacobite adventure is
being continually and more and more fully
documented. The status of Robert the
Bruce has been effectively reduced from that
of national hero to that of Norman adven-
turer. Research along all sorts of unlikely
lines is being doggedly pursued in the same
spirit.  Thus Miss Marion McNeil has
shown in “The Scots Kitchen” that the na-
tion could once upon a time boast of a
highly individual and distinguished cuisine.
Miss McNeill is even now at work on
“Scottish Festivals,” a book that will tell
us, in a most entertaining fashion no doubt,
all that is to be known about Hallowe’en
and Hogmanay and Beltane.

Cependant, ¢ca marche, . . . Scotland is
busy about itself; and if the results are not
interesting, it will not be for want of en-
thusiasm and hard work. One particularly
significant sign of the times is the recent
establishment of the Porpoise Press, which
is pledged to confine itself to the production
of books of Scottish interest and to manu-
facture these books in Scotland and with
Scottish labor. This is the inevitable re-
sponse to the almost unanimous demand of
young Scotland, which has wearied at length
of the English publisher? whim about
“local interest” and is determined to go its
own way., How far it will go may be one
of the most interesting literary spectacles
of the next few decades,

The second volume of the collected letters
of the late Rainer Maria Rilke have recent-
ly appeared in Germany under the title,
“Briefe Rainer Maria Rilkes aus den Jahren
1906-1907” (Leipzig: Insel), Many of the
letters are chronicles of the small happen-
ings of daily life, but they are interesting
when even at their most unimportant as a
revelation of the personality of the author.
A large part of the correspondence deals
with Rilke’s friendship with the artist, Cé-
zanne.

A correspondent to the Herald Tribune
writing of the newly discovered fresco of
Dante in Pistoia says:

“The importance of the portrait at Pis-
toia derives from the fact that it appears to
be the earliest yet brought to light which is
definitely labeled. The authenticity of the
fresco portrait of the poet in the Chapel of
the Bargello, Florence, which is attributed
to Giotto, is now doubted by many critics.
The records appear to indicate that Giotto,
who was a contemporary and close friend of
Dante, did leave a portrait of the poet in
the Bargello, but recent research says the
place was not the wall of the chapel. Other
portraits which are identified date from the
first part of the century after Giotto’s death.

Senator Alessandri Chiappelli, who has
done many years art research in Italy, is
responsible for the opinion that the fresco at
Pistoia was placed there shortly after the
middle of the fourteenth century. He bases
this judgment on the style of the artist.”

The Manchester Guardian, writing of the
French novelist, “Willy,” who died recently,
says:  Although he has died at no overly
great age, ‘Willy’ had survived his reputa-
tion, and belonged to the past. He was a
typical boulevardier of that brilliant cen-
tury. Witty and almost erudite . . . but
also somewhat superficial, his quarrelsome
disposition made him many enemies, and led
him to figcht many duels.”
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The Reader’s Guide

By May LaMmBERTON BECKER

Inquiries in regard to the selection of books and questions of like nature should be addressed
to MRrs, BECKER C/0 The Saturday Review

L. H. C., Stauntor, Va., asks for books
on the listory and evolution of the observ-
ance of Lent, particularly in the Anglican
and American churches.

HE best I could find was in the article

in the latest Britannica, “Lent,” most
of the many sermons printed on the subject
being meant for aids to devotion rather
than historical surveys, Referring the mat-
ter to the Librarian of Union Theological
Seminary, Mr. W. W. Rockwell agreed that
this was the best encyclopedia hint. He
added that the history of Lent in the early
period may be found in the “Dictionary of
Christian Antiquities,” by William Smith
and Henry Wace, published some fifty vears
ago and still good, also in the article in
the French “Dictionnaire d’Archéologie
Chrétienne et de Liturgie,” under “Caréme.”
The only books on the subject are by Roman
Catholics: “Lent and Holy Week,” by Her-
bert Thurston, S. J. (Longmans, Green)
and “Heortology: a History of the Christian
Festivals from Their Origin to the Present
Day,” by Dr, K. A, Heinrich Kellner, Pro-
fessor of Catholic Theology in the Uni-
versity of Bonn (Kegan Paul).

J. F. M., London, says that “one of the
bees in my bonnet is wrath with the way
in which Switzerland’s best work in art
and letters is either ignored or credited to
France or Germany. I wonder how many
people realize that Rousseau was a Swiss,
not a Frenchman? Even the Encyclopedia
Britannica described Gottfried Keller as a
Gernman novelist, though—thank goodness
—this and other Swiss defects have been
rectified in the new edition. This is why
I venture to point out that Keller’s charm-
ing collection of tales, which can hardly
be overpraised, is the “people of Seldwyla,”
not of Selwylda, as the Saturday Review
prints it. A mistake of this kind could
hardly be made in the title of a French or
German classic; why should poor little
Switzerland be treated so carelessly?” Oh,
couldn’t it just? I have yet to find the
mistake in any language that could not be
made in a composing room. As for a
French composing room, someday a French
compositor will spell an American writer’s
name quite right and perish from shock.

NAMES have begun to come in for the
New England lakeside lodge of M. R.
P., Detroit. It so tickled the fancy of E. B.
G. A., Albuquergue, for a resident of New
Mexico to get the chance of suggesting to
a man in Michigan a name for his lodge in
Maine, that she sent in “Long-Last-Lodge,”
adding that L.L.L, would look well on the
china, But she hopes that M. R. P. will
“accept your charming suggestion of ‘Heth-
erward’® E. T. L., New York, says that
“Bird House” served for a lifetime to iden-
tify the Massachusetts cottage from which
her family took wing. M. B., Opelika,
Alabama, says that there are two lovely
names in Kipling’s “The Feet of the Young
Men”

The Young men's feet are turning
To the camps of proved desire and
known delight

and that his “Four-way Lodge” is attrac-
tive, if it suits this building. So 1s *‘Poco
Pensieri,” old Italian for “little care,” and
Lancelot’s “Joyeuse Garde.” «If the lake
is beautifully clear, the Indian Catawissa—
clear water—might suit, or O-kee-cho—all
hail, If there is an extensive waterscape,
the Greek Thalassa is expressive. My place
was granted by the government to an old
chief, so all the names, Lake Shohola, the
brooks, and the mountains are Indian, one
mountain bearing the name of the chief him-
self”?

L. R., Sidney, Ohio, needs at least ane
book on kow to write for the magasines.

HE latest are “Magazine Article Writ-

ing,” by Ernest Brennecke, Jr. and Don-
ald Clark (Macmillan), and “Writing for
Profit,” by Donald Wilhelm (McGraw-
Hill), both published recently, The first
deals with every sort of article, features,
“confessions,” interviews, book reviews, and
essays; by plain, direct, and practical chunks
of advice it helps a beginner from gather-
ing material to marketing the finished prod-
uct, and the brief book lists are made up of
helpful working material for a writer’s
desk library. Mr. Wilhelm’s book begins
with a chapter on newspaper work such as
1 wish someone had written for me when 1
was plunging into journalism at eighteen
on a small town opposition daily. But then,
the veterans on that paper, with the matter-

of-fact benevolence of their tribe, taught me
such rudiments of my trade as I ever mas-
tered, without any textbook at all. From
this section “Writing for Profit” runs into
magazine articles, interviewing, publicity,
advertising, and radio writing; it even deals
with fiction, to my mind far less usefully—
but then I seldom enjoy professional advice
on the trade of fiction. A feature is inclu-
sion of advice by famous writers and edi-
tors, scattered freely through the book; here
is a famous set of suggestions for writers of
special articles sent out by the late Dr. E.
E. Slosson of Science Service, which would
as much improve papers for women’s clubs
as it has bettered everyday articles on pop-
ular science.

E. C. D., Hinsdale, 1ll., asks, on behalf
of a teacher, for reading material that
would stimulate interest in her two partic-
ularly dogmatic subjects, spelling and arith-
metic.

{ OR the first subject I have had an an-

swer ready and waiting since just be-
fore Christmas, when a copy of the pamphlet
“Learning to Spell: an Informal Guide for
College Students,” by Julia Norton Me-
Corkle (Heath), drifted to my desk and
made some sensation, first by its subtitle,
then by its courageous tackling of the no-
tion that spelling is a gift of God withheld
or bestowed without human collaboration.
spelling well or ill in the ’teens is largely
a matter of pride; thus spurred, the young
person forces himself into training, and this
little book provides him with technique and
material for it.

“Practical Mathematics for Home Study,”
by C. L. Palmer (McGraw-Hill), is a one
volume edition of the same author’s “Prac-
tical Mathematics” in four: it covers arith-
metic, algebra, geometry, and trigonometry,
with special reference to use in self-instruc-
tion, “Shop Mathematics,” by Norris and
Smith (McGraw-Hill), is a standard text-
book teaching fundamental principles for
use in shop courses and continuation schools;
“Business Arithmetic,” by Sutton and Lennes
(Allyn), a similar work for business schools.
My connection with the anti-mathematics
movement being too well known for my
recommendation to do these books any good,
they have been chosen on the advice of better
authorities. 1 would welcome further sug-
gestions on books for this purpose; possibly
arithmetic could be brightened as Latin
grammar was by the famous “Comic Latin
Grammar” of Percival Leigh of Punch,
with John Leech’s illustrations—a work just
reprinted with all its original pictures and
eccentricities, by Edwin Valentine Mitchell
and Dodd, Mead. Similar attention has just
been paid to English history in a work
called “1066 and All That,” by W. C.
Sellar and R. J. Yeatman (Methuen) by
whose bestowal a British correspondent has
just tried to improve my mind: it is “the
only memorable history of England, be-
cause all the history that you can remember
is in this book.” Here one may read of
Richard I who, “whenever he returned to
England, always set out again immediately
for the Mediterranean and was therefore
known as Richard Gare de Lyon,” and of
the Edward who said Howni soie qui mal v
pense (“Honey, your silk stocking’s hanging
down”) and “gave his ill-mannered cour-
tiers the Order of the Bath—an extreme
form of torture in the Middle Ages.” Not
that this has anything to do with arithmetic,
but such a light-hearted book on it might
help to lift the curse.

J. A. T., Oklahoma, asks who is Elspeth,
author of “Strange Truth)’ published by
Houghton Mifflin, saying: “I have an im-
pression she is Dorothy Parker but have no
announcement.”’

LSPETH is really Mrs, Elspeth Mac-

Duffie O’'Halloran of Springfield, Mass.
She has had a good deal of experience in
publishing and bookselling and has recently
gone into department store advertising; she
is now living and working in Baltimore.
Dale Warren of Houghton Mifflin says that
the New York Times review of “Strange
Truth” said that it was written by Dorothy
Parker under a nom de plume, and that is
whers all the trouble started in the begin-
ning.

L. B. C., Montrose, N. Y. a valued up-
holder of this column, is starting another
Sabbatical in Europe in May and means to
do all that good-will can to understand and
admire the extraordinary new things to be
seen sohile abroad in painting and sculpture.

“We did go to a modern exhibition in Rome
in 19235, but I should like this time to know
more about it beforehand” They find Su-
zanne La Follette’s “Art in America” wvery
readable, “but simply cannot swallow some
of the illustrations as portraits.”’
A NUMBER of readers may choke on
some of the pictures in the following
books, but for all that they will help this
reader to realize the hope that “I can see the
charm of modern paintings by the time I
return. 1 love Italian Primitives—I wonder
if people of their own day did so!” “The
Modern Movement in Art,” by R. H. Wi-
lenski (Stokes), which explains what the
new schools are trying to do, with illustra-
tions at every point and comparisons with
old masters, makes a valvable work. “The
Meaning of Art,” by A. P. McMahon
(Norton), is another for this list, and Wal-
ter Pach’s “Masters of Modern Art” (Vik-
ing), and the provocative volume on “Mod-
ern American Painting,” by Samuel M.
Kootz (Brewer & Warren), with Oliver
Saylor’s “Revolt in the Arts” (Brentano).
A group of four handbooks on “The Mod-
ern Arts” (Norton) come together in a box.
For modernistic sculpture, the works of
Stanley  Casson, beautifully illustrated:
“Some Modern Sculptors” (Oxford), and
“Twentieth Century Sculpture” (Oxford).
By no means omit “The Frescoes of Diego
Ribera,” with an introduction by Ernestine
Evans, published in a big book by Har-
court, Brace; another illuminating work on
Mexican art in general is Anita Brenner’s
“Idols Behind Altars” (Brewer & Warren).
To these I would add, for there is no sepa-
rating them from this consideration, “Cari-
cature of To-day,” published by A. and C.
Boni, and Frederick Kiesler’s “Contempo-
rary Art Applied to the Store and Tts Dis-
play” (Brentano), the latter a large picture
book of the extreme modernistic movement.
Applied to room decoration, this seems to
combine the best features of a shop window,
a bathroom, and a safety-deposit vault,
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I Remember
by OPIE READ

“It is studded with racy, original anec-
dotes, some of them of Rabelaisian rich-
ness.”—Gamaliel Bradford in The Satur-
day Revieaw.

Richard R. Smith, Inc.,, New York $2.00

Roget’s International

THESAURUS

“Words grouped by Ideas”

Complete list of synonyms, an- : 9
g tonyms, phrases, slang, etc., in !
fact everything to help find the
right word. The one indispen-
sable book for all writers. A
necessary complement of the dic-

tionary. 4
Now $3 Copy

Thomas Y. Crowell Company {

898 Fourth Ave., New York g

¢

LINCOLN:
THE MAN

By EDGAR LEE MASTERS

A study of thg mind gmd nature of Lincoln—the first work in
all_ the vast Lincoln literature, to analyze his present apothe-
osis and appraise his character in relation to his acts through-

out his entire career.

“This is the first history of that time,” writes John Cowper
Powys, “from which I could get any pleasure. It is as excit-
ing to me as Macaulay’s account of the flight of James II, or
Carlyle’s account of the death of Robespierre. It is a unique

work.”

Regular Edition, 519 pages.

Hlustrated, $5.00

Limited Edition of 150 copies, signed by the author, bound in vellum and

cloth, boxed.

COME TO
THINK OF IT .. ..
By G. K. Chesterton

Hlustrated, $10.00

THE RED TRADE
MENACE

By H. R. Knickerbocker

The most delightful, penetrating and
latest of “G. K. C.”s essays. His
agile pen dissects a procession of
subjects from Encyclopaedias to
Twilight Sleep, from Shelley to Ed-
gar Wallace. Here is a book that
will make you laugh and growl, and
remember. $2.50

THE BRIEF HOUR
By H. du Coudray

De Grancy, middle-aged professor in
a Burgundy town, lives again in re-
trospect the tormenting ecstacies of
his secret romance with the actress
Lucie Peirrere in the brief hour be-
fore his dismissal and disgrace, $2.50

“The first nonpartisan report of
Russia’s gigantic Five Year Plan to
pull herself erect by her own boot-
straps. This book is devoid of pre-
judice, based wholly on an expert's
survey, is engrossing and of the ut-
most immediate importance.”—Phila.
Public Ledger. With illustrations of
the plan in operation, $2.50

KATINKA

By Irene Forbes-Mosse

The story of Kitty, innocent and
lovely, who rebelled at being shut
in, watched and regimented and be-
came a wilding. “Told with rare re-
straint and artistry.”—Isabel Pater-
son in the N. Y. Herald Tribune.
$2.50

DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, 449 Fourth Avenue, New York




