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The New Books

The books listed by title only in the classified list below are noted here as
received. Many of them will be reviewed later.

Belles Lettres

REVOLT IN THE ARTS, By OLIVER M.

SAYLER. Brentano’s. 1930. $3.50.

This “survey of the creation, distribution,
and appreciation of art in America” is
divided into two sections. One half is a
rapid, comprchensive survey of the new
movements today in all the arts: it deals
with the nature of the “revolt” and its im-
plications, The other half, which is called
A Field Survey, is a serics of statements
from “leading exponents” of the arts:
though in this collection the genuinely dis-
tinguished people outweigh the complete
nonentities who so often make up such
symposia, it.1s quite worthless.

As for Mr. Sayler’s own essay, he has
attempted to do in a synoptic survey what
Mr. Sheldon Cheney has essayed more
monumentally in his books on modern archi-
tecture and modern art: he has Mr. Cheney’s
passion and ready convictions: likewise he
has some of Mr. Cheney’s faults, his too
facile approval, “too soon made glad, too
easily impressed”; and, apart from this, he
does not appraise with any rigor the dif-
ficulties of producing genuine art in a
society governed by pecuniary standards and
given to conspicuous waste. But the value
of a book like this lies in the questions it
raises, not in those which it solves; and it
is Mr, Sayler’s merit to raise interesting
questions on every page of his own discus-
sion.

ThHe ARTHURIAN LEGEND 1N Irarian Lir-
ERATURE. By Edmund G. Gardner. Dutton.
$3.75.

CHRISTIANITY AND THE RELIGlous Drama. By
R. H. U. Bloor. Beacon Press. $1.10.

LigerTy aND RELiGIoN. By Sydney Herberr
Mellone. Beacon Press. $1.50.

Tue Divine ELEMENT IN ART AND LITERATURE,
By William Lawrence Schroeder. Beacon
Press. $1.50.

American CriticaL Essavs. Edited by Norman
Foerster. Oxford. 8o cents net.

AvpiTioNaL CuAPTERS oN Thomas CooPErR, By
Maurice Kelley. Orono, Me.: University
Press. $1.

Biography
WaR LeTTERs oF FAaLLEN EncrLisumen. Edited
by Lawrence Housman. Dutton. $3.
A WiLtsuire CuiLouoon. By Ida Gandy. Lon-
don: Allen & Unwin.
Main-TraveLLep Roaps. By Hamlin Garlard.
INlustrated by Constance Garland. Harpers.

$3.

Encrisp Brooos. By Roger Vasdon. Graphic.

Lire or LincoLN. By William H. Herndon,
Boni. $2.50.

WiLLa CATHER. By René Rapin. McBride.
$1.50 net.

MessaLina. By H. Stadelmann. Dutton. $5.

Tue Boox oF My Lire, By Jerome Cardan.
Dutton.  $3.50.

Tue MeMORIEs AND CORRESPONDENCE oF MME,
D’EriNay. Translated by E. G. Allinghan.
Dial.

Tue Mepici. By G. F. Young., Modern Lib-
ary. 9§ cents.

Ricaarp HeNry TierNeY. By Francis Talbor.
New York: American Press.

Lazare SamiNsky. By Domenico de Paoli,
Leigh Henry, Leonida Sabaneyeff, Joseph
Yasser, and Leonballas Block.

CavLirorN1A Gringos. By H. 4. Van Coenen
Torchiana. San Francisco: Elder. $2.50.

Fiction
LONG BONDAGE. By DONALD JOSEPH,

Stokes. 1930. $2.50.

Examined in retrospect, this novel is
lightweight, though as we are reading, we
continually expect something of interest to
develop within a few pages. Mr. Joseph
seldom surprises us, except by an occasional
magnificent infelicity, such as the death of
Nathan or that of Malcolm. Usually he is
content with the obvious, and he apparently
cares little whether that obvious is apposite
or helpful. Furthermore, his novel lacks
point: Mr. Joseph seems to be laboring
under some 1dea, but we never find out
what 1t is.

The narrative covers the first forty years
in the life of Lucy Lannerton, a Southern
belle.  The lives of her parents have been
unhappy, the mother dying from the in-
dignity and shock of the father’s infidelity.
Lucy, too, finds her husband unfaithful, but
she continucs life under his roof; some vears
later he is accidentally shot during the
manoeuvers of the local militia, Her two
sons die; one of heart disease, the other by
drowning.  Through all this intended
tragedy the memory of Lucy’s one great
love lives with her, and on the last page she
finds happiness with the one who has been
waiting all the long, long years, The plot

i+ unbalanced and badly motivated, and the
characters arc quite without distinction,

MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION. By Lvroyp
C. Dotcrai, Chicage: Willett, Clark
& Colby. 1930.

The jacket of this book describes it
vagucly but not unfairly as “a novel of
strong color and varied interests—dealing
with strange, transforming life forces.”
The writer, an American clergyman in
Montreal, attempts in it to show how one
may live powerfully and gloriously by ab-
sorbing other personalitics into one’s own.
His characters are vividly portraved, al-
though his central figure becomes somewhat
misty and withdrawn as the tale unfolds.
With its hospital background deftly and
understandingly  drawn, the story is told
with drvamatic effect, and although essenti-
ally tractiferous, it is wholly free from ex-
hortation  and  harangue.  The idea of
achieving a magnificent personality is not
new, but Dr. Douglas’s method is quite
different from that of the personality
racketerrs, and no commercialism soils it.
It is a readable and refreshing story, with

“an unusual message.

MR. GUMBLE SITS UP. By DotucLas

DurkiN, Liveright. 1930, $2.

This 1s an ambitious tale, using fantasy
and symbolism to put forth an obscure
message.  Some readers will say there is
no message; others that there is one of real
significance. A novel suffers when every
reading results in a radically individual
interpretation; with such variety, the sus-
picion is inevitable that the book may
really mean nothing at all.

Meaning aside, “Mr, Gumble Sits Up” is
a simple little tale of a man who during
his own funeral sat up suddenly and de-
manded to be readmitted to life. But the
living would have none of him. His wife,
his debts, his trade—these things he aband-
oned, therefore, and wandered in search of
something vague, something to be decided
upon as he went on, down the length of
the road that led away from his village.
He met some unhappiness, some pleasure—
and finally his end. Such is the straight-
forward, hardly unconventional framework
of the storv. But, in contrast, the impres-
sion that we get from the events and the
characters is not straightforward. We are
made to feel that the surface is nothing,
hardly real] and that below the surface is
the true meaning, the ironic mystery of life.
But we never really get to these substrata,
for all that their presence is inescapably
felt. Thus a superficially simple tale de-
mands interpretations that range far and
(!6’(‘;7.

Mr. Durkin writes with some affectation,
His sentences boom and echo a bit too
loudly. But he has a warm and sympathetic
spirit, and he makes Mr. Gumble a most
delightful character, There is a pleasant
glow of well being emanating from most
of the scenes and the characters, and we
are inclined to chuckle and smilc as we read.
Every so often we are brought up short by
an extra heavy chunk of sententiousness, or
by a too clever phrase. But in general the
book muakes good reading, for as we go
along we forgive the preciousness and the
obscurity. Only at the end do we realize
that we have not the slightest idea of what
Mr. Durkin is driving at.

THE THIRD DAY. By GEORGE MaN-
NING-SANDERs., Liveright. 1930, $2.50.
The invention with which Mr. Manning-

Sanders begins his second novel is not new,

but its use has been honorable and its fresh-

ness remains unimpaired. As ‘“The Third

Day” is a comedy of resurrection, it must

of course begin with the apparent death of

its hero—a death compassed in satisfactory
if not wholly convincing fashion by the
painter Humphrey Daine, who sets fire to
his house, places a convenient skeleton in his
bed, and flees to begin a new life elsewhere.

The wanderings of the first few days over,

he is glad to settle in a small village as a

laborer, though he soon finds his new exis-

tence no more free of anxiety than the old
in which he suffered so much. In fact the in-
habitants of St. Raime’s, the parish in which
he finds sanctuary, as presented by Mr.
Manning-Sanders are second only in general
unpleasantness to the far from merry villa-
gers of Mr. T. F, Powys. The trials and tri-
bulations of a young man supposedly af-
flicted with amnesia, the subject of universal
suspicion and endless gossip, can easily be

(Continued on page 525)

4 For the New Year'— and Every Year #

Stvart Leader in American Politics

., by N. W. Stephenson
by Captain John W, “A biography of sure touch and
Thomason

A splendid book . .. one

Pre-War America

The new volume of “Our Times’
by Mark Sullivan

“The first of these volumes seemed to be un-
beatable. The second seemed to be a supreme
effort. But this third is the best of all.”
—WirLiam ArLeNn WHITE
in The Saturday Review of Literature.
563 pages, 200 tllustrations, $5.00

Jeb Nelson W. Aldrich

deep understanding. Professor
Stephenson is one of the most

Lone Cowboy
My Life Story

by Will Jomes

“He has done nothing
more delightful. . .. It's

of the best of American  illuminating of present-day  a great story.”

military biographies.” biographers. . i —St. Louis Post Dispatch.
—New York Sun, —~~Baston Evening Transcript. With 60 drawings by the

Hlustrated by the author. $5.00 With frontispiece. 489 pages. $5.00 authar, $2.75

The Coming of the War:
1914 by Bernadotte E, Schmitt
editor The Journal of Modern History

“It is thorough, clear, and readable, sane
and essentially sound. Professor Schmitt’s
work is really monumental.”
—Saturday Review of Literature.
Two volumes, boxed, $10.00

My Early Life

at your bookstore

On Forsyte 'Change

by John Galsworthy

“The appearance of a Galsworthy item is a
sufficiently momentous event, but the reap-
pearance of the Forsyte family brings the
pleasure of a reunion.”—The Bookman.

Nineteen stories, 285 pages $2.50

A Roving Commission

by Winston S. Churchill
author of * The World Crisis,’ etc. Th

“Churchill’s pages move with the dash and
sparkle of a cavalry charge. . .. A brilliant
book, with a notable style and a graphic tale
to tell.”"—New York World.

The Path to Peace

by Nicholas Murray Butler
President, Columbia University
“‘He brings to Americans a wide, accurate
knowledge of European conditions in this
book.”

—The Emporia Gazette. $2.50

illustrated.  $3.50

4 Charles Scribner’'s Sons » ~

New York «#

ALFRED-A-KNOPF

THE LIMESTONE TREE

Tl]e allth()r Of T/)e Tlllre(‘, B/('ICI? Pffnnys ]’133
turned to l{entuclﬂ\y for the scene of this latest
novel. Gabriel Sash returns from the Indian
country, marries and clisappears—]‘)ut his spirit
remains. | his is his story and that of his de-
scendants, rising from poverty to the wealth of
a great Hue—gmss estate. [t tells how thc-_v {ougkt
and loved; of their part in the Civil War; and
how the spirit of the wilderness hunter appeared
onee again towards the end of the century. Itis
a brilliant chronicle of a family, and a history of
I(entuclzy through more than a hundred years.
With a pictorial jnclzet by George Annand.

54 x 734, 386pp.

$2.50 at the Better Boo/?.slzops
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Why Educators
and Writers Hail
the WINSTON

as the “Finest
Modern Dictionary”

VEN if you are not a

professional author or
teacher, you want the dic-
tionary you occasionally
use to have all the up-to-
date advantages demand-
ed by authors and teach-
ers—the advantages
listed below. That the
Winston leads every
other dictionary in its
field is shown by the
fact that 94% of its
buyers already owned
other dictionaries.
Read the five reasons
that dictionary “con-
noisseurs’ give for
their choice.

1) FKON

More Modern

Thousands of

newly current
words; scientific, war,
aviation and other
terms.

More Complete : 4
One-refcrence T e
definitions of over 9

100,000 words. 3,000 il- TRIBUTES

lustrations. I .
I am u‘ﬂpressed

Authoritative by its scholarship,
Edited by

its simplicity and

Henry Seipe Canby particularly the in-
W, Dopee Lewis clusion in it of the
Tromas Kite Brown, Jr.

new words of the
last decade,”—
Edwin A. Alder-
man, President of
the University of
Virginia.

More Convenient

I 500 pages on Bible
per. Easy to handle.
6% xB‘/z ins. Only 3V4 ibs. Ref-

erence words two lines high.

More Encyclopedic
6 32-page Atlas of World

in colors. Foreign
Words, Persons and Places, etc.

#WINSTON

Simplified

DICTIONARY

ENCYCLOPEDIC EDITION—Price $5.00

Goto your Bookseller’s and examine this New
Kind of Dictionary—or mail this coupon to
us and examine it entirely free. So confi-
dent are we that you will be amazed
and delighted that we will send
the book on five days’ free ex-

New words make
it especially use-
ful, Booth Tark-

ington.

7 THE

amination to responsible JOHN C.
people sincerely inter- WINSTCM
ested in seeing its COMPANY
many new features. 3 1 Winston Bldg.
Use the coupon Philadelphia

below at once. /4 Pleas:l: se;:d ,allcharges
’ prepat the thin-paper
‘1‘}:51;{%2“(% /Ancraft Edition of the New
Winston Encyclopedic WINSTON
Slmpllﬂed DICTIONARY. Iwill
return it within 5 days at your ex-
pense or remit price of only $5.00.

Check here if you prefer
{J Persian Morocco Edition (black) gold edges, $7.50.
[0 Red Turkey Morocco Edition, Gold edges, $10.

Sinclair LLewis and the Nobel Prize®

By Erik AXEL KARLFELDT
Permanent Secretary of the Swedish Academy

Translated by Nagorn Hepin

THIS year’s Nobel prize winner in litera-

ture is a native of a part of America
which for a long time has had Swedish con-
tacts, He was born at Sauk Centre, a place
of about two or three thousand inhabitants
in the great wheat and barley land of
Minnesota. He describes the place in his
novel “Main Street,” though there it is
called Gopher Prairie,

It is the great prairie, an undulating land
with lakes and oak groves, that has pro-
duced the little city and many others exactly
like it. ‘The ploneers have had need of
places where to sell their grain, stores for
their supplies, banks for their mortgage
loans, physicians for their bodies, and clergy-
men for their souls. There is codperation
between the country and the city and at the
same time conflict. Does the city exist for
the sake of the country, or the country for
the city?

The prairie makes its power felt, During
the winters, long and cold as ours, terrific
storms dump their snow in the wide streets,
between low and shabby houses. The sum-
mer scorches with an intense heat and the
city stinks, because it lacks both sewers and
street cleaning. But yet the city, of course,
feels its superiority; it is the flower of the
prairie. It has the economic threads in its
hands and it is the focus of civilization; a
concentrated, pround America amidst these
uncouth serfs of foreign origin, Germans
and Scandinavians.

Thus the city lives happily in its self-
confidence, and its belief in true democracy,
which does not exclude a proper classifica-
tion of the people; its faith in a sound busi-

_ness morality, and the blessings of being

motorized, for there are many Fords on
Main Street.

To this city comes a young woman, filled
with rebellious emotions, She wants to re-
form the city, inside and out, but fails com-
pletely and comes near perishing in the at-
tempt,

As a description of life in a small town,
“Main Street” is certainly one of the best
ever written. To be sure the city is first
and foremost American, but could, as a
spiritual milien, be situated just as well in
Europe. No one of us has suffered as much
as Mr. Lewis, however, from its ugliness
and bigotry, The strong satire has aroused
protests locally, but one does not need to be
keen-sighted to sce the tolerant strain in
this sketch of his native city and its people.

Back of the puffed-up complacency ‘of
Gopher .Prairie lurks, however, jealousy.
At the edge of the plain stand cities like
St. Paul and Minneapolis, already little
metropolitan centers with their skyscraper
windows gleaming in the sunlight or the
evening’s clectricity. Gopher Prairie wants
to be like them and finds the time ripe for
a campaign of progress, based on the ris-
ing war price of wheat. A stump speaker
is imported, a real rabble-rouser of the pep-
piest kind, and with blatant eloquence he
demonstrates that nothing will be easier than
for Gopher Prairie to take the lead and ar-
rive in the 200,000 class.

Mr. Babbitt, —George Follansbee Bab-
*(Address at the Nobel Festival, Dec. 10, 1930)

What ENGLAND says of HENRY CHANNON'S

PARADISE CITY

THE NEW STATESMAN:

"A clever and original book.
which gives to Paradise City as sparkling a place
on the map as Venice and Rome."

HAROLD NICHOLSON in the LONDON
EXPRESS:

"Warmly
framework, Mr. Channon has woven a gay pat-
tern of types and eccentrics.”

MANCHESTER GUARDIAN:

"He would be dull indeed who would fail to enjoy
this excellent story.”

METHODIST TIMES:

"Paradise City is a captivating story.
book to enjoy."

THE STAR:

"Delightful to read.”

PARADISE CITY

is the Dutton Prize Book for January.
lightful example of an advanced mode in Ameri-
can fiction which marks Henry Channon as a
rising star in American letters.

His is a magic pen

recommended. Within an ingenious

This is a

It is a de-

$2.50 at all bookstores

bitt—is the happy denizen of such a city.
It is called Zenith, but probably cannot be
found on the map under this name. This
city with its enlarged horizons hereafter
becomes the starting point for Mr., Lewis’s
critical raids into the territories of Ameri-
canism, The city is a hundred times as
large as Gopher Prairie and, thercfore, a
hundred times richer in hundred per cent
Americanism and a hundred times as satis-
fied with itself and the enchantment of its
optimism and progressive spirit is embodied
in George F. Babbitt.

As a matter of fact, it is probable that
Babbitt approaches the ideal of an American
popular hero of the middle class. The re-
lativity of business morals as well as pri-
vate rules of conduct is for him an accepted
article of faith, and without hesitation he
considers God’s purpose with man to be that
he should work, increase his income, and
enjoy modern improvements. ‘These com-
mandments he feels he obeys and he there-
fore lives in complete harmony with himself
and society.

His profession, real estate, is the highest
in existence and his house near the city with’
its tree and lawn, is standard, inside and out.
His motor car is of the make that corre-
sponds to his position and in it he whizzes
through the streets, proud as a young hero
amidst the dangers of traffic. His family
life also corresponds to the bourgeois aver-
age., He has a wife who has become used
to his masculine grumblings at home and
the children are impertinent, but that is
what one expects.

He enjoys exccllent health, is well-fed and
thriving, alert and good-natured. His daily
lunches at the club are feasts of instructive
business conversations, and stimulating anec-
dotes; he is sociable and winning. Babbitt
is furthermore a man with the gift of speech.
He has learned all the national slogans and
whirls them about with his flowing tongue
in his popular talks before clubs and mass
meetings. Not even for the most elevated
spirituality does he lack sympathy. He
basks in the company of the noted poet,
Cholmondeley Frink, who concentrates his
genius on the composition of striking,
rhymed advertisements for various firms and
thereby earns a good annual income.

Thus Babbitt lives the life of the irre-
proachable citizen, conscious of his respec-
tability. But the jealousy of the gods broods
over a mortal, whose happiness grows too
great. A soul such as Babbitt’s is, of course,
incapable of growth; it is a ready-made ar-
ticle from the start. Then Babbitt dis-
covers that he has tendencies toward vice
which he has neglected—but not wholly, one
ought to add. As he approaches fifty, he
hastens to make up for the neglect. He
enters an irregular relationship and joins
a frivolous gang of youths, in which he
plays the role of a generous sugar daddy.
But his deeds find him out. His lunches at
the club become more and more painful
through the silence of his friends and their
aloofness. They give him hints that he is
spoiling his chance of future membership in
the committee of progress. Here it is nat-
urally New York and Chicago that loom be-
fore him. He then succeeds in recovering his
better self and it is edifying to see him kneel
in the sacristy of his church, where the pas-
tor gives him absolution., And then Bab-
bitt can once more devote himself to the
Sunday school and other socially useful ac-
tivities, His story ends as it began.

That it is institutions as representatives of
false ideas that Mr. Lewis wants to get at
with his satire and not individuals, he has
indicated. It is then a triumph for his art,
a triumph almost unique in literature, that
he has been able to make this Babbitt, who
fatalistically lives within the borders of an
earthbound, but at the same time pompous,
utilitarianism, an almost lovable individual.

Babbitt is naive and a believer who speaks
up for his faith, At bottom there is nothing
wrong with the man and he is so festively
refreshing that he almost serves as a re-
commendation for American snap and vi-
tality. There are bounders and Philistines
in all countries and one can only wish that
they were half as amusing as Babbitt.

To the splendor of the figure, as well as
that of other speaking characters in the
book, Mr. Lewis has added his unparalleled
gift of words. Listen, for example to the
conversation of a few commercial travelers,
sitting together in a compartment on the ex-
press to New York. An unsuspected halo
falls over the profession of selling. “Their
romantic hero was no longer the knight,
the itinerant poet, or the cow boy, but the

great sales manager, who had an ‘Analysis
of the Sales Problems,’ on his glass top
desk, whose title of nobility was his rank as
‘professor of business administration,” and
who with all his young cohorts devoted him-
self to the universal profession of selling—
not selling anything special to or for any-
body in particular, but just to Sell.”

Martin Arrowsmith is a work of a more
serious nature, Lewis has here attempted
to represent the medical profession and sci-
ence in all its manifestations. As is well-
known, American research in the natural
sciences, physics, chemistry, and medicine,
ranks with the best of our age, and it has
several times been greeted as such from this
very platform. Tremendous resources have
been placed at its command. Richly en-
dowed institutions work without ceasing on
its development.

That even here a certain number of specu-
lative purposes want to take advantage of
their opportunities may be regarded as in-
evitable. Private industries are on the alert
for scientific discoveries, and want to profit
by them before they have been tested and
finally established. The bacteriologist, for
instance, searches with infinite pain for vac-
cines to cure wide-spred diseases and the
chemical manufacturer wants to snatch them
prematurely from his hand for mass pro-
duction.

Under the guidance of a gifted and con-
scientious teacher, Martin Arrowsmith de-
velops into one of the idealists of science
and the tragedy of his life as a research
worker is that that after making an impor-
tant discovery, he delays its announcement
for renewed tests until he is preceded by a
Frenchman in the Pasteur Institute.

The book contains a rich gallery of dif-
ferent medical types. There we have the
hum of the medical schools with their quar-
reling and intriguing professors. Then there
is the unpretentious country physician, re-
membered from Main Street, who regards it
as an honor to merge with his clientéle and
become their support and solace. Then we
have the shrewd organizer of public health
and general welfare, who works himself up
into popular faver and political power.
Next we have the large institutes with their
apparently royally independent investigators,
but under a management, which to a certain
extent must take into consideration the com-
mercial interests of the donors and drive the
staff to forced work for the honor of the
institution,

Above these types rises Arrowsmith’s
teacher, the exiled German Jew, Gottlieb,
who is drawn with a warmth and admira-
tion that seem to indicate a living model.
He is an incorruptibly honest servant of sci-
ence, but at the same time a resentful an-
archist and a stand-offish misanthrope, who
doubts that the humanity, whose benefactor
he is, amounts to as much as the animals he
kills with his experiments, Further we meet
Gustaf Sondelius, a glorious Titan, who
with singing courage, pursues pests in their
lairs throughout the world; exterminates
poisonous rats, and burns infected villages,
drinks, and preaches his gospel that hygiene
will kill the medical art.

Simultaneously runs the personal history
of Martin Arrowsmith. Lewis is much too
clever to make his characters without blem-
ish and this man Martin suffers from faults
which at times seem obstructive to his de-
velopment, both as a man and as a scien-
tist. His best help as a restless and irreso-
lute young man, he gets from a little woman
he has encountered at some hospital, where
she was a menial, and he begins to drift
about the country as an unsuccessful medical
student, he looks her up in a little village
in the far west, and there she becomes his
wife. She is a devoted and simple soul, who
demands nothing and who patiently waits
in her solitude, when bewitched by the siren
of science, her husband loses himself in the
labyrinths of his work.

Later she accompanies him and Sondelius
to the pest infected island, where Arrow-
smith wants to test his serum, and her death
in the abandoned hut, while her husband
listens distractedly to another and more
earthy siren than that of science, seems like a
poetically crowning final act to a life of
primitive self-sacrificing femininity,

The book is full of admirable learning
which is certified by experts as accurate.
Though master of light-winged words,
Lewis is least of all superficial when it
comes to the foundations of his art. His
study of details is always careful and thor-
ough as that of such a scientist as Arrow-
smith or Gottlieb and in this work he has
built a monument to the profession of his
own father, that of the physician, which cer-
tainly is not set up by a charlatan or a fakir.

His big novel “Elmer Gantry” is like a
surgical operation on one of the most deli-
cate parts of the social body. Presumably
it would not pay to search anywhere in the



