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The New Books 
The books listed bv title only in the classified list below are noted here as 

received. Many of them will be reviewed later. 

Biography 
KING OF FASHION. The Autobiography 

of Paul Poiret. Translated by STEPHEN 
HADEN GUEST. Lippincott. 1931. $3-
Paul Poiret is a striking figure of today. 

With his dark-colored skin and his light-
colored clothes, he would stand out in any 
group even if he were not accompanied, as 
he so often is, by a number of his most 
beautiful mannequins. His theories of dress 
and decoration have been shouted round the 
world, and listened to. He has known in
timately many of the greatest artists (actors, 
writers, painters, dancers, etc.) of his day. 
He is a recognized bon viveur in a city, in 
a country, of bons viveurs. Such a man's 
autobiography should be rich in anecdotes 
and personalities, a witty Who's or Who's 
not Who, in his own circle. There are 
many people in M. Poiret's book, and there 
are many stories, but always the teller is so 
completely the hero (he comes out of every 
little fray so entirely the victor) that be
fore many chapters a monotonous, egotistical 
fog settles dully down upon the pages. 
Many of the personal squabbles recorded are 
probably of more interest in France than 
here, and surely some lightness of style must 
have seeped out through the translation. 
The "King of Fashion" is said to be creat
ing comment in Paris. This side of the At
lantic it is more likely to be dipped into 
here and there for a little malicious humor 
or a tidbit about a well known name. M. 
Poiret, at any great length, is too long. 

T H E MEMOIRS OF GARIBALDI. By 
ALF.X.'VNDRE DUMAS. Appleton. 1931. 
Mr. Garnett's translation of Garibaldi's 

extremely interesting memoirs is here printed 
with, for the first time in English, the ad
dition of the supplementary material added 
by Dumas. It is a book not only of high 
adventurous interest but of very great 
charm. This edition is illustrated, and is 
accompanied by maps. • 

T H E LIFE OF J IM BAKER, Trapper, 
Scout, Guide, and Indian Fighter. By 
NoLiE MuMEY. Denver: The World 
Press, Inc. 193 i. 
This is an outline of material about Jim 

Baker rather than a formal biography, but 
it contains some extremely interesting ma
terial on the Rocky Mountain region in the 
mid century. 

Drama 
T H E INSPECTOR GENERAL. By N I 

KOLAI GOGOL. Acting version by JOHN 
ANDERSON. New York: Samuel French. 
1931 . $1.50. 

John Anderson in his acting version of 
"The Inspector General" has resuscitated an 
old play through the altogether reasonable 
expedient of writing a new one, and thereby 
well accomplishes the purpose announced in 
his clear, high-minded preface: namely, to 
"bring Gogol nearer to the theatre as it is, 
and avoid the stilted emasculations of exist
ing English versions." Mr. Anderson has 
gone behind the gratuitous husk of literal 
translation to find inspiration in a spirit 
which is certainly Gogol's for a play which 
Gogol would certainly have approved. 

In the full integrity of his creative, per
sonal, response to Gogol's satiric idea, the 
present adapter has brought Gogol's inten
tion much closer to complete theatrical de
sign than did Gogol himself. Repetitions 
scenes are enlivened by an ingenious variety 
of treatment; details which Gogol in the 
prodigality of greatness merely suggested, 
are enlarged with enhancing theatrical ef
fect; material is frequently rearranged to 
produce a more progressive action. The last 
two acts of the Russian play in the new ver
sion compose one rushing catastrophic epi
sode, making Hlestakov's departure so casu
ally opportune that it takes on something of 
the ultimate in glorious malice. And in the 
same spirit, the unhappy victims of Mr. 
Anderson's additional vigor are encouraged 
to blow themselves up preposterously be
fore they are confronted with the devastat
ing reality of an actual inspector. The 
device of Gogol's abrupt, concluding an
nouncement and tableau always seemed to 
us, in spite of its spectacular intellectual 
implications, • rather empty of theatrical 
potence. Mr. Anderson preserves Gogol's 
conceit (which was parodied in Meyer-
hold's production by a fapler-mdche ta
bleau) and with his full-fledged inspector 
general concedes the theatre perhaps a little 
more than its due of the obvious. 

Technically Mr. Anderson has done a 

brilliant job. And in speaking for himself, 
idiomatically and positively, far from vio
lating the essence of "Revizor," he has il
luminated it. 

Fiction 
T H E GOOD HOPE. By HENRY SYDNOR 

HARRISON. Houghton Mifflin. 1931. $2. 
This is the last characteristic utterance of 

one who in his brief career reaped the re
wards and penalties of work done in the 
mode of yesterday. Harrison came of age 
with the birth of this century, his first novel, 
"Queed," appeared in 1911, the year of 
*'Jennie Gerhardt" and "Hilda Lessways." 
But for a certain timeliness of scene and 
costume it might have been done a genera
tion earlier. Its large audience liked it 
7ione the worse for being old-fashioned. A 
vast number of Victorians were extant then, 
and a great number still survive. Harrison 
was a young bachelor and then an older 
bachelor who believed in fairies, romantic 
love, virtue, woman. There are always 
grateful hearers for any one who writes ar
dently and simply and, if you will, senti
mentally, of common things. 

"The Good Hope" is a fantasy of mortal 
frustration and fulfilment, in the vein, 
though not in the style, of one of Dickens's 
Christmas stories, "The Chimes" or "The 
Haunted Man." It is on about that scale, 
a novilctte or a long short story. It has a 
strong moral, a wistful "love interest," and 
a ghostly motive to remove it from the 
commonplace and humdrum. Of its plot 
let us only say that it concerns a young 
modern who has risked everything in the 
boom days of the stock market, is caught in 
the crash, and is rescued from suicide by a 
supernatural visitation—an agency whose 
status is not made clear till the end. The 
book reveals the author's faith in simple 
gooihiess, the power of devoted love, and 
the persistence of personality after the death 
of the flesh. 

It is a fit tablet to the memory of one 
wlio retained in our age of weary adoles-
rcn<c the fresh heart of a child. The pref
ace, bv one of Harrison's friends, John 
Stcvyart Bryan, is a tribute to his character 
and talent and especially to his power of 
inspiring others. One sentence, or part of 
a sentence, might well stand as his epitaph: 
". . . His life, like a diviner's rod, revealed 
f(i those ivho were admitted to the magic of 
his fellfiu'ship powers that but for his genius 
v.ould nex'cr hn\'e been evoked." 

T H E FOREST SHIP. By ARNOLD HOLL-
RihCKL. Vik ing . 1931 . $2.50. 

There's no doubt that Herr Hollriegel 
\y:is \-asfly impressed and intrigued by the 
-•\niazon forest—so fascinated, indeed, that 
he finds it difficult to put his feelings into 
words. 

He first erects a rather banal superstruc
ture, consisting of a realistic tourist ship 
and a sentimental old muffin of a German 
professor trying to answer the call of the 
wild once before he dies. (Dr. Schwarz and 
the very obvious methods used to stir our 
pity for him, get rather irksome before we 
see the last of him.) Then the author brings 
in a theatrical-property Englishman, a vet
eran globe-trotter, to tell Dr. Schwarz and 
the other travellers, the story of Francisco 
de Orellana, one of Gonzalo Pizarro's lieu
tenants, who was the first white man to dis
cover the .'\mazon. 

Orell:ina and his little band came down 
into the hot country from the bleak heights 
of the Peruvian -̂ Vndes. They fought In
dians and heat and hunger; finally, in des
peration, built a ship out of forest trees, 
and contrived to escape to the sea. Orel-
1 ana's story is toki partly for its own sake 
and partly as a comforting fable for Dr. 
Schwarz, to prove to him that the roman
ticist and explorer never really arrives. The 
real thing is always just over the horizon. 
The Spaniards had found roomfuls of gold 
in the Inca country, but that didn't satisfy 
them—there must be more gold, and bigger 
cities, somewhere in the mystery of the Am
azon. 

The epic trek of the Spanish conquistador 
and his companions is told with eloquence. 
It gives the stay-at-home reader a certain 
notion of the vastness, the mystery, the pos
sible terror and malignancy of the Amazon 
jungle. But the spell of the narrative is 
broken frequently by the literary necessity 
of making the narrator—the veteran globe
trotter—pause to light his pipe, or in some 
other way remind us that what we are ac
tually listening to is a yarn spun before a 

i Continued on next page) 

*'Praised by the leading critics 

by YouNGHiLL K A N G The Grass Roof 
"As astonishing as 'Kim' was at its first reading. . . . Its 
pages glow with pictures of rivers and mountains and 
people, of flooded rice fields reflecting the moon or the 
dawn of minds in love or revolt." 

—REBECCA WEST in the London Daily Telegrant. 
Second large printing $3.oo 

iManj Thousands Gone . . 
by JOHN PEALE BISHOP 

"The tales have a quicksilver brilliance which fastens 
upon your mind. . . . He impales the uncertainty, the 
pride, the pain, and the collapse of a war-driven people 
upon his pages."—New York Herald Tribiine. ?2-50 

These Russians . . . 
by WILLIAM C . WHITE 

" N o clearer unvarnished record of stricken Russia has yet 
appeared; for Mr. White takes no side, but allows the 
tragic tale of Soviet rule to tell itself." 

—London Sunday Times. 
Third large printing. I3.00 

Three Pairs of Silk Stockings 
by P A N T E L E I M O N R O M A N O F 

"The most interesting novel of contemporary Russian hfe. 
. . . Many writers have pictured the life of to-day in Rus
sia. Not one of them, however, has succeeded as well as 
Romanof."—.ALEXANDER NAZAROFF in the New York 
Times. Second large printing. ^2.50 

^Axel's Castle , by E D M U N D W I L S O N 

"There is simply nowhere to be foun'd a more interesting, 
careful analysis and digest of the work of Yeats, Joyce, 
FLhot, Stein, Proust, and Vaiery than is to be had in this 
book. His analyses have charm as well as value." 

—BURTON RASCOE in the New York Herald Tribune. 
Second large printing ?2.50 

-AT y o u R B O O K S T O R E 

Charles Scribner s Sons. New York , 

T H E CALIPH OF BAGDAD 
0. HENRY 

By ROBERT H . DAVIS and ARTHUR B . MAURICE 
'*Tura up the lights, I don't want to go home in the dark I'' was O. Henry^s dying thought, 
paraphrasing the reigning song of the day. The strange fate which dogged his entire 
life and veiled it in mystery is at last described in this remarkable biography by two of 
his oldest friends—a rich, robiist and fascinating life story of the Caliph of "little old 
Bagdad on the Subway." Illustrated $3.50 

This is an Appleton Book 
D. APPLETON AND COMPANY 35 West 32nd St. NEW YORK 

Get the most out of your trip West and South! Read— 

ADVENTURE UNDER 
SAPPHIRE SKIES 

by CHARLES J. FINGER 
Author of Seven Horizons, etc. 

"An unusual travel book that will charm anyone . . . He gives 
you cowboy songs, any number of tales of what happened in 
romantic places, and with all this a great deal of just the infor
mation you would need if you were taking your own car on 
such a journey."—MAY LAMBERTON BECKER 

Illustrated, $ 2 . 5 0 

MORROW & CO., P U B L I S H E R 8 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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PULITZER PRIZE WINNER 

OF 
GRACE 

MARGARET AVER BARNES 

IH.M.CO.I 

NOT SENSATIONAL 
This hook will never he Fash-
iotinble. But it mav mark a re
turn of the passion for literature 
as a form of companionship. It 
is a betrothal of Books and 
Life — a delightful companion 
for an hour, a day or a year. 

$2.50 Douhleday, Doran 

JObN 
Misneroe 

by Christopher Morley 

SIXTH SESSION 

Bread Loaf Wri ters 
Conference 

OF M i D D L E B U R Y COLLEGE 

August 19.September 3 
A staff of no t ed a u t h o r s , critics and edi
to r s give advice and cri t icism to those in
terested in wr i t ing as a p rofess ion o r an 
accompl i shment . The Staff i n c l u d e s : Her-
vey Allen, Lee Wilson Dodd , R o b e r t M. 
Gay, Edi th Mirrielee», T h e o d o r e Mor r i son , 
Gorham Munson and Margare t W i d d e m e r . 

A d d r e s s : H A R R Y G. O W E N 
M I D D L E B U R Y V E R M O N T 

SUMMER READING 
H 

I 
b^i Have you known that helpless feel

ing of being stranded in a summer 
resort on a rainy day without a single 
good book? 

Every summer The Saturday Review 
saves a vast number of its subscribers 
from finding themselves in this pre
dicament, Th2y have their copies re
directed to their summer homes, check 
the new books they wish to order, and 
either send the list to their favorite 
bookseller at home or ask the local 
circulating library to order copies. 

The price of a year's subscription is 
$3.50. The Saturday Review will fol
low you faithfully wherever you may 
wander this summer, and be sent 
promptly to your winter home as soon 
as you return. 

I 
S I 
i 
8 

S 

i 
8 
8 I 
!§ 
1^ Circulation Department 

T H E SATURDAY RKVIEW 
OF LiTERATX'RE 

25 W. 45th S t ree t , N e w Y o r k Ci ty 

^^^^7Zcs5jzi7ZiUDmc>nn:<z:naiDiz^i 

18 
i ^ I ^k 

The New Books 
Fiction 

(Continued from preceding f^ge') 
little circle of tourists on a Booth Line 
steamship. ' T h e story d idn ' t soothe the rest
less imagina t ion of the old German doctor 
after a l l . He slipped overside one n igh t , 
just before the Hildehrand started down 
r iver , and leaving a mackintosh and a pai r 
of field-glasses behind him, was swal lowed 
up by the forest. 

International 
THE HOLY LAND UNDER MANDATE. 

By F A N N I E F E R N A N D R E W S . H o u g h t o n 

Mifflin. 1 9 3 1 . 2 vols. $10. 
An elaborate but somewhat in formal 

study of Palestine as it is today %vith the 
historical background of the events since the 
w a r and accounts of al l aspects of life and 
social beliavior, but wi th emphasis upon 
poli t ical difficulties both nat ional and inter
na t ional . 

T H E G E N I U S O F M E X I C O : Lectures 
Delivered before the Fif th Seminar in 
Mexico 1930. Edi ted by H . C. H E R R I N G 
and K A T H A R I N E T E R R I L L . N e w Y o r k : 

T h e Commit tee on Cu l tu ra l Relat ions 
wi th La t in -Amer ica . 1 9 3 1 . 
A useful series of chapters on the genius 

of Mexican life, the her i tage , and the a r t 
of the Ind ian , education, economic, and 
a g r a r i a n problems, immigra t ion , and rela
tions wi th the United States. 

Juvenile 
A L I T T L E D I X I E C A P T A I N . By 

K A T H A R I N E V E R D E R Y . Bobbs-Merr i l l . 

1 9 3 0 . I 1 . 5 0 . 

A L L A B O U T P A T S Y . By M A R Y P H I P P S . 

Doubleday , D o r a n . 1930. $2. 
T o those of us who , like Bre ' r Rabbit , 

were "bred en bawn in de br ie r -pa tch , " no 
recital of childish days in the deep South 
can ever equal the inimitable "Didd ie , 
D u m p s and T o t , " at once a chronicle of 
childhood and a faithful t ranscr ipt ion of 
the simplicities and fidelities of a vanished 
era. But for this very reason, perhaps , we 
welcome a l l the more eager ly stories dis
t inctively Southern in theme and setting 
which are cast in a new mould . 

Refreshingly free from the cUch-es which 
afflict so many of the breed, is " A Lit t le 
Dixie Cap ta in , " by K a t h a r i n e Verdery, re 
membered for " A Dixie D o l l " of last year . 
Simplicity and sympathet ic unders tand ing 
of character and circumstance make appea l 
ing and lifelike the fun and fancies of a 
little g i r l on a Georgia p lan ta t ion not long 
after the Civil W a r . Naturalness and hu
mor br idge happ i ly the distance in t ime and 
space. Incident and background are so 
skilfully presented by suggestion and adroi t 
character izat ion, wi thou t hackneyed phras 
ing , that one has instant ly the feeling of 
being inside the pic ture . Uncle J o h n n y is 
in the fo reground , but Uncle J o h n n y seen 
t h rough the eyes of ado r ing li t t le Annie 
M a y , so that every th ing appears in the p r o 
port ions na tu ra l to a child. T o the adul t 
reviewer this admi rab le balance of emphasis 
is one secret of the charm of the book and 
nowhere more clearly seen than in the rela
tion of the " d a r k i e s " to the story. T h e y do 
not dominate the book any more than they 
would have dominated "Ole M a r s t e r ' s " 
household. Nei ther are they "end m e n , " 
there just for some special song and dance, 
but they are an in tegra l pa r t of household 
and story. 

Winifred Bromha lPs i l lustrations are a 
graceful accompaniment to this winsome 
tale of courage and tenderness and h u m o r . 

" A l l About Pa t sy , " M a r y Phipps 's jo l ly 
ex t r avaganza for younger readers, wears its 
bandanna with a difference. Here the local 
color is pure theater. 'Liza Jane , " the 
dearest little p ickaninny who lived in the 
quar te r behind the Big House , " and Hat t ie 
Pie, the fat black cook, " c r o o n i n g the 
sweetest t u n e , " are stock comic figures of a 
stereotyped quaint land of cotton. But a 
rol l icking r igmaro le which scampers a long 
with such gayetv and gusto wi l l del ight the 
soul of anv child, wi thout benefit of ge
ography . Patsy and her "Wonde r fu l Bud
dies" frolic and gamble a l lu r ing ly t h rough 
the pages and th rough the gay hur ly -bur ly 
of Miss Phipps 's pictures. T h e function of 
these lively characters is to amuse. And a 
southern p lanta t ion for backdrop lends color 
if not conviction. 

F I V E L I T T L E M A R T I N S A N D T H E 
M A R T I N H O U S E . By C A R O L I N E VAN 
B U R E N . Boston: Mar sha l l Jones Co. 
1931 . %z. 

A type of children 's book that has begun 
to apjiear frequently of late is the story of 
a family circle wri t ten with no definite plot 
in the old- t ime sense but , instead, the ac
count of the dav-by-day nffairs—mildly ad

venturesome, frequently humorous , and a l 
ways wholesome—of a no:-mal l ively g r o u p 
of chi ldren. Perhaps the Bastables have been 
g iv ing us many descendants. T h e type, 
however , is a good one, capable of endless 
expansion and var ia t ion , and no complaint 
is hereby implied. 

T h e five y o u n g M a r t i n s , in the present 
vo lume, fill many lively pages wi th their 
doings, and the au thor has mainta ined an 
excellent na tu ra l style, wi tn sufficient h u m o r 
and pract ical ly no sent imenta l i ty—the lat ter 
be ing the acid test for this type of book. 
T h e r e are chapters upon a school teacher 
who went at her problem most mistakenly 
ti l l one li t t le M a r t i n set her r igh t , upon a 
ne ighborhood stepmother who was expected 
to start in w r o n g but did no th ing of the 
kind i upon a childish inval id who soon be
came quite well when the M a r t i n s ' ideas of 
heal thy l iv ing were substituted for those 
she was being made to fo l l ow; upon g i p 
sies, a pet mule , and various other topics. 
M a n y pages contain, it should be added, 
their own valuable suggestions as to cour
age and r igh t l iv ing. T h e book is not il
lustrated. 

T H E G O L D E N SPEARS A N D O T H E R 
F A I R Y T . ^ L E S . By E D M U N D L E A M Y . 

New Y o r k : Desmond F i t zge ra ld . 85 
cents. 

T h o u g h al l chi ldren caanot ac tua l ly see 
the s t range shaped mounta ins of I re land , 
or run wi th bare feet on the silver s trands 
there , a l l chi ldren can indeed have a r e 
flection of al l its g lamorous romance and 
wonde r t h rough just such stories as Ed 
mund Leainy gave out many years ago 
in " T h e Golden Spears ." T h e Golden 
Spear was the name Connla and N o r a gave 
to a sharp-pointed moun ta in , whose rocky 
top, above its robe of heatlier, g lowed gold 
at sunset. Its p lura l comes from its fairy 
counterpar t . Other stories fol low the title 
one with a rare combinat ion of imagina
tive Irish setting and a mat ter-of-fact way 
of te l l ing, which would appeal to chi ldren. 
Indeed, so many Irish fairy tales are more 
to be understood by g rown-ups that it is a 
distinct pleasure to find these definitely 
ca te r ing to youngsters . T h e fairies are 
flesh and blood, whose human experiences 
enhance the charm of magic happenings . 
Leamy knew children. He wrote for them 
and them alone, and even as he entertains 
he teaches, interests, and by his love of 
loveliness, uplifts. 

T h e stories in this collection are not new. 
Those contained in " T h e Golden Spears" 
were first published in Dubl in in 1 8 9 0 ; 
the tit le then read " I r i sh Fa i ry T a l e s . " " T h e 
Fa i ry Minst re l of G l e n m a l u r e " was pub
lished in 1899. Which al l goes to show 
that old favorites never die. 

W E S T P O I N T W I N S . By L I E U T E N A N T 
P A S C H A L N . S T R O N G . Lit t le , B r o w n . 

1 9 3 0 . 

T h i s is a capital yarn for a boy in his 
middle 'teens who is engrossed in football . 
It wi l l intensify his enthusiasm for the career 
of a West Point cadet if his longings be at 
all in tha t direct ion. It is a tale told wi th 
little ar t , and, in spite of accuracy of de
tai l , wi th a nonchalant disregard for p r o b 
abil i ty. 

If one were to believe Lieutenant St rong 's 
book, life at the U . S. M . A. is one round 
of student p ranks and athlet ic sports, wi th 
the occasional diversion of a tou r on the 
area, imposed most frequently, it wou ld 
seem, for keeping faith wi th the West Point 
ideal of honor . Only as in a glass dark ly 
do we gl impse the methods by which West 
Point more effecti\'elv accomplishes its pu r 
poses than any other educat ional institution 
in the wor ld . It is believed by some that 
you can' t m.ake a silk purse out of a sow's 
ear . But the M i l i t a r y Academy can make 
not only a soldier but a gent leman, in in
ward spirit as well as ou tward manners , out 
of the occasional bumpkin or roughneck that 
enters its doors, and that in an incredibly 
short t ime. T h i s is not theory but fact ; 
we have seen it done repeatedly. W e should 
like to have a book some day show how it is 
done. 

It is a pity the publishers did not apply 
to the D r a w i n g Depa r tmen t of the Academy 
for permission to use some of its pho tog raphs 
for i l lustrations. T h e actual is so much 
more impressive than the imagined at West 
Poin t . 

C O M E .4. L O N G. By J O S E F B E R C E R . 

H o u g h t o n Mifflin. 1930. $2. 

If a g r o w n - u p dare hazard a guess, " C o m e 
A l o n g " wil l shower deep delight upon its 
listeners. It is a story for very li t t le chil
dren, simply and delicately t o l d — t h e story 
of Big Dipper , the bean farmer, whose boy 
and gir l have run a w a y to find a puppy . 
But the long ing for a puppy is not unique 
in the Dinner fa i r i lv . It echoes in the heart 

of a thousand wishful chi ldren, w h o m 
" C o m e A l o n g " meets a long the road and 
br ings back to the dog patch . H o w the 
dogs finally come up , how the dog catchers 
of four states a re done out of a job , and 
how Lit t le D ippe r and his sister. Litt le Bitty 
D ippe r , are found, is an exci t ing story, 
s t rung on a thread of quiet amusement with 
l i t t le lyrical touches that are seldom lavished 
upon chi ldren. 

Miscellaneous 
A M O N G T H E N U D I S T S . By F R A N C E S 

and M A S O N M E R R I L L . Knopf . 1 9 3 1 . $3 . 

T h e German Nacktkultur movement , 
which commenced about the beg inn ing of 
this century, has developed rap id ly since the 
close of the European w a r . St range to say, 
it has at t racted li t t le a t tent ion in the E n g 
l ish-speaking wor ld . A book showing its 
significance by describing its hygienic, es
thetic, educat ional , sexual , human i t a r i an , 
democrat ic , and social aspects was published 
in E n g l a n d in 1929 after encounter ing ob
stacles in America in 1927. Recently a few 
articles have appeared which give super
ficial and often misleading accounts of the 
movement . 

T h e authors of the book under review 
are a young American couple who spent a 
few weeks in Europe d u r i n g the summer of 
1930. T h e y visited t w o nudist centers in 
Germany which are frequented by foreign
ers. Apparen t ly they saw noth ing of the 
more typical and characteristic centers near 
Berl in and elsewhere. T w o of the sixteen 
chapters are devoted to the rudimentary be
g inn ing of a similar movement in France . 
Of the twenty-one i l lustrat ions at least four
teen were obviously and five more were 
probably posed, so that they po r t r ay very 
little of the spontaneity of action in the life 
of these centers. T h e publ isher 's b lurb con
veys an exaggera ted impression by speaking 
of "a land of naked men and women in the 
heart of civilized E u r o p e . " N o groups 
practise nudi ty in public or .all of the t ime, 
its practice be ing l imited almost entirely to 
leisure t ime and pr iva te g rounds . 

T h e phi losophy of nudism is inadequate
ly treated in one chapter . T h e style of the 
authors is journal i s t ic and somewhat too 
obviously spr ight ly . But they give a 
grapli ic and en te r ta in ing account of their 
brief experience. T h e i r candor and sin
cerity should help to make better known 
this interesting and impor tan t movement . 

B I G T O W N . By P H I L I P M C K E E . W i t h 

a F o r e w o r d by S H E R W O O D A N D E R S O N . 

New Y o r k : J o h n D a y Company . 1 9 3 1 . 

$3 . 
T h e b ig town of which M r . M c K e e gives 

something of a description and something 
of a social history happens to be Day ton , 
but he t ru ly says that it is typical of M i d d l e 
Western cities of its m a g n i t u d e ; as Munc ie , 
Indiana , lately disguised as Midd le ton , is 
typical of smaller places. People w h o found 
" M i d d l e t o w n " a rduous r ead ing in spots wi l l 
have a much easier time wi th " B i g T o w n . " 
M r . McKee wri tes smoothly and knows 
what he is t a lk ing abou t ; he has done a 
good enough job—but a job which has been 
done before. If there is any th ing on which 
American l i terature of the past decade has 
given us copious informat ion, it is the M i d 
dle Western city, and M r . McKee offers 
no th ing new. T h e publishers point wi th 
pr ide to his chapter on Lib , the madam, and 
indeed it is a good chap te r ; but recent li t
e ra ture has been full of madams and Lib 
is not inater ia l ly different from the others. 

T h e style and the approach are almost 
pure Menckenese, t i l l past the middle of the 
book ; then the reader is b rough t up wi th a 
shock of surprise. A. chapter wi th the Mer-
curian title of "Mass -Produc t ion C h a r i t y " 
turns out to be almost a eulogy of the com
muni ty chest which has el iminated the waste 
and inefficiency of earl ier unorganized bene
fact ions; and the chapter on " T h e Educa
t ional Boom," though brief and sketchy, 
manages to treat progressive education with 
an excellently balanced j udgmen t . A sound 
enough book which would have been more 
impressive a few years ago , before Lewis 
stamped his t r ademark on its mater ia l and 
Mencken stamped his iiliom on so many 
wri ters . 

T H E W I L L T O L I V E : \n Out l ine of E v o 
lu t ionary Psychology. By J . H . B R A D 
L E Y , New Y o r k : Dodd , Mead & Co. 

1 9 5 1 - ^+-

T h i s useful book was prepared as an at
tempt to gi\ 'e evolu t ionary psychology a 
place in the education of the young . It is 
"an outl ine of common sense psychology, 
treated neither on t radi t ional academic lines 
nor on those of a par t i cu la r school" and 
gives "some idea of the development of our 
present power s . " T h e book is an interest
ing a t tempt to b r ing into one simple expo
sition mater ia l from all the \ a r i o u s psycho
logical schools. 
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