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Foreign Literature 
LIEBSTE M U T T E R : Briefe Beriihmter 

Deutscher an Hire Mutter. Edited by 
PAUL ELBOGEN. Berlin: Ernst Rowohlt. 
1930. 

GELIEBTER SOHN. Elternbriefe an Be-
riihmte Deutsche. Edited by PAUL E L ­
BOGEN. The same. 

Reviewed by A. W. G. RANDALL 
T N these two anthologies Dr. Elbogen has 
•*• had a new idea, and he is at least to be 
congratulated on his originality in a field 
where that quality must be hard to come by. 
Despite the popularity of the relations be­
tween parents and children as a theme for 
novels, for plays, and for psychological spec­
ulation, no one before him seems to have 
had the idea of gathering together the im­
portant evidence of those relations which 
exists in the correspondence of the famous. 
The task was comparatively simple in the 
first book i it meant little more than a search 
through the published correspondence of 
celebrated Germans and a selection of their 
most interesting communications to their 
mothers—the fathers, no doubt, are reserved 
for a separate volume. But the second vol­
ume, the letters from the fathers and mothers 
to their celebrated children, must have en­
tailed a great deal of laborious research, for 
the obvious reason that the letters from the 
famous are more often preserved and more 
easily accessible than the letters sent to them. 
In both instances Herr Elbogen has done his 
work very well, and now a great part of 
German history and literature may be con­
veniently surveyed from the point of view 
of parental relations. 

In the letters addressed to the "Liebste 
Mutter" Herr Elbogen has begun with Mar­
tin Luther—it is a typical sermon. The 
letters of Jean Paul, too, are very charac­
teristic in their whimsicality and humor, but 
those of the poet, philosopher, and patriot, 
Ernst Moritz Arndt, reveal a soft and senti­
mental side to his nature which his ordinary 
writings would not have led us to suspect. 
Particularly affectionate were Heine and 
Friedrich Lasalle, the Socialist and hero of 
Meredith's "Tragic Comedian." The rela­
tions between Goethe and his mother, the 
"Frau Rat," are well known to all students 
of German literature, and both of Herr El-
bogen's volumes enable us to follow them in 
detail. Bismarck seems to have had little 
sympathy with his mother, and neither of 
the Iron Chancellor's parents is represented 
in the second volume. 

In the volume of letters to their children 
Herr Elbogen begins much earlier—with 
Pepin's letter to his son Charlemagne. The 
second letter in the collection is of great his­
torical interest—it is the epistle of exhorta­
tion and advice sent to Philip II of Spain 
by the Emperor Charles V, when he decided 
to hand over his vast dominions to his son. 
Some of the other letters provide interesting 
studies in psychology, morbid or otherwise. 
August von Platen's antipathy to his mother, 
for example, is, so Herr Elbogen suggests, a 
subject for psycho-analysis; still more is the 
correspondence addressed to Schopenhauer by 
both his parents. It is a pity that the com­
piler was not permitted to give a selection of 
the letters to Nietzsche from his mother, but 
these, and the letters to Novalis, seem to be 
the only notable omissions. The second col­
lection, like the first, ends with the late Dr. 
Rathenau, and in printing the affectionate 
letters from his mother, the editor also gives 
the noble letter which Frau Rathenau sent 
to the mother of her son's murderer. 

In both volumes each selection is prefaced 
by a short and interesting biographical note, 
and there are a number of well-produced il­
lustrations. 

Ludwig's Self Revelation 
GESCHENKE DES LEBENS. By E M I L 

LuDWiG. Berlin: Ernst Rowohlt. 1931. 
T T ERR Emil Ludwig has celebrated his 

fiftieth birthday by giving his readers 
a substantial autobiography—-nearly nine 
hundred pages. He calls it a "Rijckblick," 
not a "Selbstbildnis"—a glance backward, 
and not a self-portrait, but whatever his 
intentions when setting out to write this 
book, it contains a great deal of informa­
tion about his life, his parentage, his mar­
ried life, his numerous writings—past and 
future—his journalistic career, his friend­
ships. It is true that the tone of the book is 
never very deep; we will even call it super­
ficial, and the light ironical style in which 
a good part of it is written undoubtedly 
makes for greater readability, for %vhat-
ever may be the deficiencies of this book as 
of Ludwig's previous works, his harshest 
critic can hardly deny that he is nearly al­
ways eminently readable. We will, there­
fore, not look in this book for what it 
makes no pretenn- of giving; it is not a 
regular history of Lutiwig's life and work, 
but a fjossipy volume of anecdotes and re­

flections on his life and writings. Perhaps 
at the end we shall conclude that this 
method has revealed a considerable part of 
Ludwig's character and opinions, but that 
is incidental to the main scheme of the 
book. 

Emil Ludwig's family name was Cohn; 
his father, Hermann Ludwig Cohn, who 
dropped the last name, was a celebrated eye-
specialist of Breslau, and his son gives an 
altogether sympathetic and attractive por­
trait of him. Emil himself was intended 
for a legal career, but he was not a very 
promising student, so the office of a success­
ful relation, engaged in a coal-business, was 
assigned to him. But this was hardly more 
congenial. Love and literary ambition stood 
in the way of a prosperous mercantile career. 
Ludwig gives an engaging account of both. 
Something of his love story has already 
been told in his novel "Diana," and an 
amusing picture of the lovers' retreat in the 
Ticino has been draw in the poem, "Tom 
and Sylvester." But here there is much 
more; again and again Ludwig returns to 
his married life, to his home in Switzer­
land, with an engaging candor which re­
minds us at times of Axel Munthe's "Story 
of San Michele." 

It was Richard Dehmel who encouraged 
the young Ludwig to persevere in his writ­
ing, and before the war he had already 
published seventeen books. These brought 
him no great reputation in Germany, and 
none at all abroad. Still, it is interesting 
to see him occupying himself with sub­
jects and studies that were to prove more 
fruitful later. Thus, as early as 1906 he 
wrote a play about Napoleon, and in 1912 
he wrote a "psychologischer Versuch" on 
Bismarck. He had begun that attention 
to physicial and psychological details in the 
great which was to prove his secret of suc­
cess. But between these earlier and neg­
lected works and the later and celebrated 
books there was a considerable journalistic 
interval. Ludwig became the London cor­
respondent of the Berliner Tageblatt be­
fore the war, and during the war he did a 
great deal of correspondence for the Ger­
man press in various parts of Europe; he 
even published two books on his experiences 
in Turkey, and one of his most amusing 
pages is his account of the way he nar­
rated his coming under British shell-fire at 
Gallipoli to General Sir Ian Hamilton. In 
1917 he wrote "Diana," in 1920 his 
"Goethe," and in 1922 came his contest 
with the ex-Kaiser over the suppressed chap­
ters of Bismarck's reminiscences. He was 
successful, and out of the affair came his 
play, "Die Entlassung," giving in dramatic 
form the first authentic account of Bis­
marck's dismissal by the young German 
Emperor. It is from this that we can reckon 
the beginning of Ludwig's rapid rise to 
world fame. His book on the Kaiser, pub­
lished in 1925, fell in completely with the 
public taste in Europe and the United States. 
Personal sidelights on the great or notorious, 
the psychological or psycho-analytical in­
terpretation of history—the fashion for these 
was in full swing, and Emil Ludwig's ex­
planation of the Emperor in terms of his 
well-known deformity was an uncommonly 
interesting piece of work. It was a new 
presentation of a character regarding whom 
the world was getting ready to judge with­
out passion. "Bismarck" came the follow­
ing year, "Der Menschensohn," a life of 
Christ, two years later. But before this, 
which was with justice criticized less fav­
orably, Emil Ludwig's international fame 
was assured. He outdistanced his fellow-ex­
ponents of psychological history, Lytton 
Strachey and Andre Maurois, not only in 
circulation—and an impressive table is given 
at the end of this volume of the editions 
reached by Ludwig's works in twenty-five 
languages (there has, inter alia, been a 
Catalan edition of "Napoleon" and an 
Arabic translation of "Goethe")—but in 
authority. He was consulted by leading 
newspapers on weighty questions of inter­
national policy; he delivered lectures on 
history. The academic world was inclined 
to sniff, but Ludwig who, by the way, does 
not number his interesting little essay, 
"Historic und Dichtung," among his works, 
although it is a brilliant defence of journal­
istic history writing, was on the side of the 
big battalions, the record editions. More 
works followed—Lincoln, Beethoven, Mich­
elangelo were re-revealed to a wondering 
world, and there were mockers who said that 
Ludwig would finish by writing a biog­
raphy either of God or of himself. He 
has, for the time being at any rate, chosen 
the latter (for "Der Menschensohn" can be 
ruled out in this connection). His naTve 
pleasure in the glamour of his success of 
which this book contains several examples 
will be scorned by his enemies, but found 
delightful by his hosts of friends. 

w'adl^m^ 

POETRj 
HAVE N O FEAR, GENTLE READER. This is no t a 
sequel to the Wickersham report . It is simply a brief 
pronunciamentQ about a new b o o k so irresistibly 
funny, so intr iguing to persons in w h o m the sense 
of humor exceeds the sense oi property that the first 
review copies were actually equipped with an iron 
chain and padlock. 

It proved t o be a wise precaution. For this b o o k — 
none other than Hard Lines by O g d e n N a s h — b e ­
came an immediate best-seller. T h e advance demand 
was impatient, the reviews hysterical, the first edi t ion 
was inadequate and copies were at a p remium. 

W i t h i n eight days a. fourth edition.larger than the first 
three print ings combined , was necessary to appease 
a clamorous nation g o n e Nascist. N o w , seven weeks 
later, Hard Lines is in its 25th thousand. 

T h e lucky critics w h o received padlocked first 
edition copies were thus enabled to repulse the hordes 
of would-be book-pilferers, and to pen tributes like 
this to " O . Nash , America's Pash" 

"Uproarious when read aloud. Nash is the most foolish, 
the most nimble, and the most entertaining versifier wc 
have " —ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 

" I have been follo'ving light verse very closely all my 
life and Nash has struck the first new note in years ." 

— N E W M A N LEVY. 

" I think Hard Lines precisely clicks with the wave­
length of 1931 ' ' —CHRISTOPHER MORLEY. 

HARD LINES 
Illustrated 

by 50GL0W by OGDEN NASH 
at all bookstores $2.00 

S I M O N and S C H U S T E R Publishers • New York 

49^ provocative pages of colorful story, 

brimful of exciting incident and beauty. 

A N O V E L T H A T IS A H I S T O R Y O F L O V E , 

O F W O M E N A N D O F M O R A L S . 

THE W A N P E R I N O JEWESS 

My First 2000 Years of Love\ 
BY 
«EOR6E fYLVESTER VIERECK 

AND PAUL ELDRID«E 
Authors of M Y F I R S T 2 0 0 0 Y E A R S 

THOMAS MANN says: 
"A great book which gave me stimulating 
and colorful hours. Again, a monumental 
conception . . . amazingly rich in world 
vision and in sensuous pictures. A wor­
thy foil to MY FIRST TWO THOUSAND 
YEARS." $2.50 

HORACB XIVEMGHT INC NY 
GOOD BOOKS 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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The New Books 
The books listed bv title only i)i tlie ( 

received. Many of them 

Books Briefly Described 
DIRY OF SYLVIA McNEELY. New 

York: Longmans, Green & Co. 1931. $i-
The journal of a nine year old girl, en­

tertaining in its naivete and in its unham-
pered reflections upon life and persons. 
Women, especially, will smile o\er it uith 
reminiscent amusement. 

M A D E M O I S E L L E A G A I N S T T H E 
WORLD. By TITAYNA. New York; 
Horace Liveright. 1931. $3. 
A chronicle of daring adventure by air­

plane in the countries of Europe and other 
parts of the world. The author in the 
course of a varied career as aviatrix has 
met danger at close quarters and managed 
to extricate herself from circumstances 
sometimes menacing and frequently embar­
rassing with a readiness that left her zest 
unimpaired. The book contains considerable 
comment upon manners and customs as well 
as its record of experience. 

IN SEARCH OF IRELAND, By H. V. 
MORTON. New York: Dodd, Mead & 
Co. 1931. $3. 
A lively and informal portrayal of a 

tour through Ireland, with much specific in­
formation, and constant incident and inter­
pretation to lend color to its narrative. Mr. 
Motron is the traveller whose mind, well-
stored with history and anecdote, renders 
him receptive to the national implications 
as well as the physical aspects of the coun­
try he visits. 

CZECHO-SLOVAKIA, By Cuvi ; H O I -
LAND. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co. 
1 9 3 1 . $2 .50 . 

A guide book that in addition to its spe­
cific information as to routes, points of 
interest, and features of architectural and 
artistic importance, contains a historical 
outline and considerable general comment 
and interpretation. 

T H E ROAD T O T H E GREY PAMIR. By 
ANNA LOUISE STRONG. Boston: Little, 

Brown & Co. 1931. $3 net. 
A newspaper correspondent's account of 

a trip from Russian Turkestan to the Higli 
Pamir, the elevated plateau of Central Asia 
known as "the Roof of the World." It is 
written with the practiced ease of the journ­
alist, and with an ever present sense of 
dramatic values. 

T H E GENTEEL FEMALE. Edited by 
CLIFTON T . FURNESS. New York: Al­

fred A. Knopf. 1931. 
A highly diverting anthology compiled 

from minor American literature of the first 
half of the nineteenth century showing the 
American woman in her fashions, her man­
ners, and her attitudes of mind. Mi;. Fur­
ness has supplied the book with an inter­
esting interpretative introduction and so ar­
ranged his material that there emerges from 
it a composite portrait of an extinct species 
of female. 

T H E WRONG SIDE OF T H E TRACKS. 
Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Co, 
1 9 3 1 . $2 .50 . 

The anonvmous autobiography of a social 
climber. The book carries its heroine from 
her childhood in the plebeian section of a 
mid-Western town through her marriage to 
a wealthy Californian, her widowhood in 
Europe, and her second marriage to a mem­
ber of the British peerage. It is principally 
significant as an example of the heights to 
which a determination rigidly adhered to 
can carry an ambitious woman. 

VANCOUVER, A LIFE, 1757 to 179R. 
By GEORGE GODWIN. New York: D. 

Appleton & Co. 1931. 
A very readable life of Vancouver sup­

plemented with an elaborate and scholarly 
appendix containing many important letters 
and documents. The book is chiefly con­
cerned with his voyage with Captain Cook 
and his great expedition to establish English 
sovereignty at Nootka on the Pacific north­
west coast. His explorations in Alaska, his 
final destruction of the northwest passage 
myth, and other important contributions to 
geography are described in the narrative. 
It is interesting to note in the Hawaiian sec­
tion of this book that the Sandwich Islands 
were formerly ceded to Great Britain, but 
that the cession was never confirmed by the 
British Cabinet, at the time deeply engaged 
elsewhere. 

ALTERNATIVES OF WAR. By FLO­

RENCE GUERTIN T U T T L E . New York: 

Harper & Bros. 1931. $3. 
A book of facts rather than opinion in 

which the author gives a historical survey 

lasslfied list below are noted here as 
will be reviewed later. 

of the various alternatives to war proposed 
or carried into effect in the last decade. It 
is the opinion of the author that these al­
ternatives constitute a practical means of 
avoiding war, but the book is for reference 
rather than for propaganda. 

BREAKING T H E SILENCE: England, 
Ireland, Wilson, and the War. By T. 
ST, JOHN GAFFNEY. New York: Horace 

Liveright, 1931, 
This is an account of Mr. GaSney's ex­

periences as an advocate and worker for 
Irish in(le]>endence throughout the war pe­
riod. It is a partisan book and violently 
anti-English and anti-Wilson, but contains 
a great deal of valuable first-hand material 
which will be useful in writing the history 
of the war period as well as in discussions 
of Ireland's struggle for freedom, 

RACE PSYCHOLOGY: A Study of Racial 
Mental Differences. By THOMAS RUS­

SELL GARTH, New York: The McGraw-

Hill Co, 1931. $2.50. 
A carefully conducted discussion of the 

possibility of race psychology, which comes 
to the general conclusion that factors of 
nurture and environment are much more 
important in determining the general capac­
ities of a race than anything inherent in the 
nice itself. Well documented and a good 
refi rence book. 

". . . AND SUCH SMALL DEER." By 
E. V. LUCAS. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip-

pincott Co. 1931. $1.25. 
Brief and very charming essays, most of 

them about bears and animals, by this well 
known literary journalist. This is a selec­
tion from earlier books. 

THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND T H E 
NEW HUMANISM. By GEORGE SAR-

ro}>:. New York: Henry Holt & Co. 1931-
tz. 
rhe New Humanism of this book is an 

attempted correlation of the arts and sciences 
in a complete scheme of education, and not 
the New Humanism of Mr. Babbitt and Mr. 
.More. The book is an interesting survey in 
brief form of the development of thought 
from the Greeks on, v.ith special reference 
to a pro])er scheme of education for modern 
man. 

NEW AND I M P O R T A N T SCRIBNER B O O K S 

The Grass Roof 
by Younghill Kang 

There has been no more original and charming biography in 
recent years than this life story of a young Korean. It is the 
tale of a young man's tussle with life, a struggle that drove 
him from a lovely Korean village, carried him through strange 
and tragic adventures, and brought him at last to America, 

$3.50 

Three Pairs of Silk Stockings 
by Panleleimon Romanof 
IVith a foreword by STEPHEN GRAHAM 

In England the first printing of this merciless novel of the life of the educated class in Soviet 
Russia was used up in two days, and Rebecca West called it "a superbly told story with pages 
of glorious shattering comedy . . . full of an embittered power to anatomize the soul," $2.50 

The Genteel Tradition at Bay 
by George Santayona 

author oj "The Kealm of Matter," etc. 

Mr. Santayana here defines the so-caiied new humanism and puts it in its historical place. He 
also evaluates its intrinsic merit and defines the extent of its claim to consideration by intelli­
gent people. ?1.25 

The Anatomy of Bibliomania 
by Holbrook Jackson 

(Vol. I) 

.\ vast literary panorama, presented in the manner of Burton's immortal "Anatomy of Melae-
choly" and revealing the world of books in all its aspects. It has a richness and flavor that will 
appeal to every bookish-minded person, and is a gold-mine of references, quotations, etc. 

4l9faies. $7.50 

Scenes and Portraits 
by Frederic AVanning 

author of '' Her Privates We ' 

A profoundly beautiful and penetrating collection of historical studies including "imaginary 
conversations" between Socrates and Protagoras, St. Francis and Pope Benedict, Thomas Crom­
well and Machiavelli, and others. "Lawrence of Arabia" says he has read it fifty times. $2.50 

Puritan's Progress 
by Arthur train 

"Arthur Tram has given the Puritans a 'break. He has dived in under 
our debunkers to score a touchdown against them. He is amusing and 
stimulating, refreshing and a joy to one jaded by the constant stream of 
thundering contempt for our forebears issuing from the presses. 

—GROKOB. CvKKiB inthe Brooklyn Eagle, pipages. $3-50 

at your bookstore 

C H A R L E S S C R I B N E R ' S S O N S , N E W Y O R K 

Coming! 

AMERICA'S 
WAY OUT 
A Program for Democracy 

By NORMAN THOMAS 
What is, the way out of our breadlines 
and bankruptcies? Norman Thomas pre­
sents in this book a thoughtful program 
which deserves a careful reading by all 
who are concerned with the future of 
their country S2,50 

Ready March 24th 

The Religion of Man 
By RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

In these Hibbert Lectures for 1930, Tagore 
gives Western readers a summation of his 
thought and philosophy. $2.50 

Vaie and other 
Poems 

By A. E. (GEORGE RUSSELL) 
Lyrics rich in human feeling, mystic poems 
of delicate imagery,- and poems revealing the 
profound wisdom of a seer make up this collec­
tion of verge by that noted Irishman, A E. $1.50 

"An excellent s tory" 

Murder at Bridge 
By ANNE AUSTIN 

Nita Selim, ex-actress and the smart hostess 
at a bridge game, is murdered just after the 
last hand is played. Who killed her? This is 
the situation which will baiBe and entertain 
you. $2.00 

A Second Large Printing has been 
necessary to supply the demand for 
this book, because it ''is by all odds 
the best yet in its field." 

The Econotnic Life 
of Soviet Russia 

By CALVIN B. HOOVER 
"Affords the best and most comprehensive 
view of Soviet policies and their application 
now obtainable."—NewYork Times $3.00 

Hard Times 
The Way in and the Way Out 

By RICHARD T. ELY 
A description for the layman of-the way hard 
times are generated by economic forces, with 
recommendations for the course wkich busi­
ness may lay to find a way out. $1.75 

Sir dames deans 

noted astronomer and author 
of THE MYSTERIOUS UNIVERSE 

and T H E UNIVERSE AROUND 

Us, will take yOu on an inter­
esting and unusual journey 
through space in his new book 

THE STARS IN 
THEIR COURSES 

Ready Mar. 26th ~ Probable Price $3.00 

T H E MACMILLAN COMPANY - 6 0 Fif th Avenue - New York 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


