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Gypsies for the Nursery

THE GYPSY STORY TELLER. By Cora

Mogris. Illustrated by Frank Dosias.
New York: The Macmillan Company.
1931. $3.

MARIE OF THE GYPSIES. By RAcHEL
M. VarBLe. Ilustrated by Everina M.
JacksoN. Boston: Little, Brown & Com-
pany. 1931. $2.

Reviewed by ELizaBern R. PENNELL

S a rule, the Gypsy is a pet buga-

boo in the well-regulated nurs-

ery. According to the popular

idea, Romanies, not content with

their own prolific brood of children, are
eager to add to the number by kidnapping
any chance little Gorgio boy or girl who
passes their way. But fashions change and
this autumn, in preparation for Christmas,
two books coneerning Gypsies, with an
obvious appeal to the nursery and the
schoolroom, have already appeared. It is
true that Miss Rachel M. Varble waves the
danger signal in “Marie of the Gypsies,”
but not too vigorously. Miss Cora Morris
does not wave it at all in “The Gypsy

Story Teller,” but she has less reason to

since her book is concerned not with Gyp-

sies but with their stories; though, in her

Introductory Chapter, she manages to

paint rather an alluring and idealized pic-

ture of life on the roads,

Miss Morris is not the first to tell in
print the stories collected in her book, and
she is careful to make this clear by giving
her authorities. Romany students have
long been interested in the fairy tales and
folk lore of the Gypsies though, as a rule,
the results of their study have been pub-
lished in learned publications which, more

often than not, appear in rather a severe
and forbidding form and appeal to a lim-
ited audience. The Journal of the Gypsy
Lore Society in Great Britain has given
much space to them, especially in the re-
markable series of Welsh tales collected
by Dr. John Sampson at first hand in
Wales. Miss Morris does well to borrow
from him as well as from Francis Hindes
Groome and Gilliat-Smith in England,
Wilislocki in Transylvania, Paspati in Tur-
key, Michlosich in Bukowina, among
others. There can be no question of the
interest of these stories, nor of their value
in the study no less than in the nursery.
They are told with the directness that is
the charm of a fairy tale. At once, with-
out useless dawdling by the way, you are
plunged into the plot:

There was a Gypsy woman who had
one son and his name was Peter Pretty-
Face.
and he said, “Mother, when blood flows
from my ring, then I am dead.”

Or, again:

A king had a horse, and no one was
supposed to see the horse except the
servant who fed him. The horse was
not really a horse, but the son of an
ogress who had been enchanted and
changed into a horse.

With such a beginning, you know where
you are and pretty well what to expect.
Nor, as you go on, are words wasted in
description or reflection or irrelevant inci-~
dent. The events that follow are recorded
with as little waste of words. And the
story winds up with the same comforta-
ble straightforwardness—the straightfor-
wardness children love: “Jack,” the hero
of many Welsh tales, at the end of one of
them, “married the king’s daughter, and
they had great merry-making and feast-
ing, and they had a basketful of children.”
And in another, the “Gypsy man with
children as many as ants in an ant-hill,”
after many adventures, went to town. He
got a cart and put the money in it. Then
he went to the town and he built houses

& AKE a RIDE on a WHIZZING COMET

through MILLIONS and MILLIONS of MILES of SPACE

THE

STARS FOR SAM

by W. Maxwell Reed

Adventuring through the skies with Mr. Reed in
his new book is a breath-taking trip, filled with
wonderment, discovery, and mental somersaults for
young and old. For here is the whole story of the
universe, from the sun to the farthest galaxy of
stars, from the beginning of time to these days of

Einstein.

All the latest scientific information is

here, in a volume so straightforward and diverting
as to compare only with Mr. Reed’s classic THE
EARTH FOR SAM. SAM’S new book has been
edited by Charles E. St. John, one of the most dis-
tinguished astronomers of modern times and a

friend of Einstein.
in color, and many of them taken through the
world’s greatest telescope at Mt. Wilson Observa-

The 100 photographs, some

tory, form the most remarkable collection ever
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before shown in any book on astronomy.
STARS FOR SAM is a book for the whole family,

not only for the thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen-
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He stuck his ring on the wall, .

and he bought himself oxen and cows.”
The beautiful princesses and brave ad-
venturers, the giants and dwarves, the
fairies and dragons, all the beloved com-
pany who belong to Fairyland go about
their business without idle chatter or
dawdling by the way, and this is how chil~
dren like to have their stories told. They
also like to encounter old friends as they
do here under new names, if indeed un-
der any names at all. It is amusing to find
one hero figuring as Nameless.

With Miss Varble’s book it is another
matter. Hers is one long story of a little
girl, the Marie of the title, who was adopt-
ed, not kidnapped, by a tribe of Gypsies
with whom a French artist, her father,
wandered, painted their portraits and
died, leaving her on their hands. These
Gypsies, to judge by their dress and
names, came from the Southeast of Eu-
rope, but their picturesqueness seems
much too encumbered with drawbacks to
induce any Gorgio child to run away from
a pleasant and comfortable home. Marie
is put to no such test as she never remem-
bers any other sort of life. But, instinc-
tively, she shrinks from their habits, their
occupations, their trades. She does not
quite like it when they rob the farmyard
in the country and the shops in the town.
She revolts against their old tricks of
cheating the credulous country folk and
she makes good the victims’ losses. In a
word, she must have been a great nui-
sance in the camp and when, finally, she
runs away, no doubt it is a relief to Valdo,
his family, and the whole tribe of which
he was the chief.

However, the first part of the story
which has to do with her Gypsy experi-
ence, is much the most entertaining, any-
way to the grown-up reader. Miss Varble
has gathered together various details of
Gypsy ways and Gypsy manners, and her
evident attempt to crowd as many of them
as possible into a few chapters is perhaps
too evident, but it would not strike chil-
dren as it must those of their elders who
know something of Gypsies at first hand.
After Marie makes her escape, we are
back in an American world where every-
body is civilized and Marie finds her sur~
roundings more to her taste. She is taken
care of in a delightful settlement, devel-
ops a talent for dressmaking, enters into
the service of a rich and benevolent lady
who, as the result of the miraculous
chance, which is always easy for authors
to arrange, owns a collection of paintings
by Marie’s father, and practically adopts
Marie. And so, all ends happily in the
good old fashion. But when, at the last,
Marie is meeting her own relations in
Paris and planning a career as a super-
dressmaker, I cannot help feeling that I
would rather be back with Valdo and his
family in their van on the road. This,
however, is not the moral of the tale
which will leave the children, for whom
it is intended, more than ever content
with life in a house and among people
who do not fiddle and sleep and smoke life
away like the three Gypsies in Lenau’s
ballad. '

WONDER WINDOWS. By EvceEnia Eck-
rorp. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co.
1931. $2.

HE approach to handicraft which

is given in this book was un-

doubtedly successful in the pro-

gressive school in which it was
first tried. It is not quite so convincing
on paper, and the choice of title for the
book seems unfortunate, for we doubt
whether the modern child and the mod-
ern parent care to talk about eyes as
“wonder windows.”

Briefly, the plan of the book is this:
Children are introduced to Japanese art
by stories, and are then given directions
for block printing and stencilling. There
follows experience with Navaho pottery
and rugs, Dutch tiles, carving in bone as
done by the Eskimos. While the directions
are clearly and simply given, the book
seems somewhat trivial. It lacks the viril~
ity and broadness of content that charac~
terizes some of the work in our best pro~
gressive schools. While it might interest
handicraft-loving children in the home,
it does not seem to make a very out-
standing contribution to education.

Remember Punch’s advice
to a young person about to
be married? -- DON'T --
until you have read these
FARRAR & RINEHART
BOOKS

RED-HEADED WOMAN

by Katharine Brush. What it's like to be
a raving, tearing beauty—and what it's
like to marry one. Number one on the
Baker & Taylor and American News best-
seller lists. $2

LOVE WITHOUT MONEY

by Floyd Dell. What it's like fo be ready
for love but not ready for marriage. A
jolt for parents in this novel. $2

IN FOR A PENNY

by Sophie Kerr. What marriage is like
when a husband enjoys throwing money
away. $2

SKYSCRAPER

by Faith Baldwin, An atractive girl in an
office with young men who can't marry
her and old men who won't., $2

HOW TO BE HAPPY
THOUGH HUMAN

by W. Beran Wolfe, M.D. How to adjust
your psychological equipment to your
needs, and achieve usefulness, happiness
and poise. $3.50

THE DOCTOR LOOKS
AT LIFE AND DEATH

by Joseph Collins, M.D. A famous neu-
rologist gives his verdict on life, based
on his intimate experience with normal
and abnormal individuals. $3

CITY CHILD

by Selma Robinson. The last word on
love, in gay, witty, modern verse. [llustra-
tions by Rockwell Kent. $2

YALE

The Satin Slipper

By Paul Claudel
A poetic drama of human
destiny and spiritual salva-
tion by one of the greatest
living French authors. A
beautiful edition bound in
hand-made paper boards,
$5.00

. ;e .
Frederic Soulie

By Harold March

The life and works of the

author of *Les Mémoires du

Diable,” novelist and drama-

tist and striking literary fig-

ure in early nineteenth cen-

tury France. $3.00

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT
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* Seven previous volumes of
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Oh, yes! They’re Critics!
Even if they are aged 14 and 5 . . .

And when they look at the foot of the Christ-
mas Tree and find some of these new
STOKES books—gay, inviting, really worth

reading and re-reading—

They’ll be very glad YOU’RE their parents!

Here—more carefully selected than ever before, classified as to Age, are eighteen books for you to choose from:

For Little Folk . . .

Two Books by Helen Fuller Orton
THE TWIN LAMBS

A merry farm story of a brother and sister
and their two frisky, happy and mischievous
pet lambs—Snowflake and Blossom. By the
author of “The Little Lost Pigs.” Illus-
trated. (Ages 5-10.) $1.25,

THE CITY MRS. WINKLE
BUILT

A farm nonsense story about pigs riding in
elevated trains, cows obeying stop-and-go
lights, and other delightful absurdities. Ilus-
trated. (dges §-9.) $1.00.

A BRIGHT BOOK OF LIGHTS
By Helen Benton Minnich

Thirty-six different lights, pictured in color
—from birthday candles to the sun itself.
A unique and informing picture-book for a
small child, with lively text in large type.
(Ages 4-8.) $1.25.

GRANDMOTHER TIPPYTOE
By Lois Lenski

A gay story about a lovable little old lady
and her pets—including Solomon the Par-
rot, the China Cat and the Blue Glass Hen.
Illustrated by Miss Lenski, author of “Skip-
ping Village,” etc. (Ages 6-10.) $2.00

CHICKEN TOWN
By Grace B. Gawthorpe

Real chicken life truthfully—and amusingly
—pictured by the author of “Canary Vil-
lage.” Illustrated. (Ages 6-10.) $1.00

Two Famous German Picture Books
by Sibylle v. Olfers
with English Text by
Helen Dean Fish

BUTTERFLY LAND

How the butterfly becomes a grub, a chry-
salis and then a winged insect. A delightful
picture introduction to the child’s world of
nature. (Ages 4-8.) $1.50.

THE LITTLE PRINCESS
IN THE WOOD

How the little princess meets the animals,
the birds and the nature children. (4ges
4-8) $1.50. -

For the In-Between

Years . . .

PICTURE MAP GEOCRAPHY
OF THE UNITED STATES

By Vernon Quinn

A picture-book—with colored maps and
lively text——that entertainingly tells boys
and girls all about the country they live in.
50 full-page picture maps by Paul Spener
Johst., (Ages §-13.) $2.50.

THE OLD NURSE'S STOCKING
BASKET
By Eleanor Farjeon

Ten tales of ten foreign countries told by
the most delightful old nurse in the world.
Illustrated. (Ages 8-12.) $1.75.

BOOCHY’S WINGS
By Annie Vaughan Weaver

The story of a little colored boy on an
Alabama cotton farm—and his efforts to fly.
A faithful and delightful picture of negro
life. Illustrated by Miss Weaver, author of
“Frawg.” (Ages §-12.) $1.50.

SCALAWACG
By Aime Rebald

A real dog story of a little French puppy
with an adventurous nose. Translated by
Frederick Hoppin. (Ages §-12.) $2.00.

|
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|

Give books this Christmas
— consult your Bookseller!

F. A. Stokes Company
443 Fourth Ave., New York

C o U P @) N

F. A. STOKES COMPANY, I

443 4th Avenue, New York City.

Please send me, postpaid, your free 80-page l

illustrated pamphlet, fully describing all your
books for voung people.

Name

THE WOOSTER-POOSTERS
By Clare Mallison

A picture-story of a Scotch terrier family
named Wooster-Pooster—and how they go
for a picnic on a summer’s day. By a gifted
new artist, introduced to the publishers by
Mr. Hugh Lofting. (A4ges 8-10.) $2.50.

BIRD-HOUSE TO LET

By Mary Field Terrel

A story about birds and how they really
lived—and built houses, and brought up
their little birds——all in Mrs. Terrel’s own
garden, Illustrated. (Ages 8-10.) $1.50.

For Older Boys and
Gwls . . .

PAINTED MOCCASIN
By Carl Moon

How young Kosaga, of an ancient Pueblo
tribe, made a name for himself among his
people. An authentic and vivid Indian story
by the author of “The Flaming Arrow,” etc.
(Ages 12-16.) $2.50.

THE CIRCLE OF THE BRAVES
By Wolfe Thompson

A stirring and authentic tale of Indian boy-
hood in one of Connecticut’s Algonquin
tribes. Illustrated. (Ages 10-14.) $2.00.

SEARCHING FOR PIRATE
TREASURE INCOCOS ISLAND
By Capt. Malcolm Campbell

The true story of a search for a sixty-million
dollar treasure hoard—which lies buried on
Cocos Island in the Southern Pacific. A
rousing tale of mystery and adventure, by
Captain Malcolm Campbell, of motor racing
fame. Illustrated. (12 years to any age.) $2.00,

SOMETIMES JENNY WREN

By Ada Claire Darby

A lively tale of a lovable tomboy-—a pio-
neer’s daughter in a Missouri river town of
the ’40s. Illustrated. (Ages §-12.) $2.00.

THE MYSTERY CROSS
By Gunby Hadath

A Cornish lad seeks hidden gold left him by
his adventurer-father, and finds even greater
treasure. Illustrated by Margaret Freeman.
(dges 12-16.) $1.75.
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For Book Week
For Christmas

BOOKS

IVAN THE FOOL
By Leo Tolstoy

These well loved tfales are espe-
cially selected by Aylmer Maude and
bound in a new gift edition illustrated
in color by Norman Tealby. ($2.50}

MAMIE
A Little Girl of 1875

This delightful picture book and
story written and illustrated in full
color by Edna Potter, tells the adven-
tures of a litte girl in Old Provi-
dence, R. 1. {$1.00)

LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME
By Thomas B. Macaulay

A gift edition of this children's
classic beautifully illustrated in color

by E. A. Cox. (Boxed $3.75)

CAN YOU ANSWER IT?

A new book containing over a hun-
dred riddles, compiled by Nita Fikes,
illustrated on every page, and bound
in brightly colored covers. {50¢c.)

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS.
Send for Complete List.

OXFORD BOOKS FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
114 Fifth Avenue, New York

The use and meaning of more than 100,000
words are clearly defined af a glance in this
new kind of dictionary. THE WINSTON
SIMPLIFIED DICTIONARY isin constant
use by writers, business men, and educa-
tors because it is the one dictionary that
meets present-day needs. 1500 pages, 3000
iilustrations. Includes 10 additional depart-~
ments of necessary reference information
and Atlas of the World in colors.

Ask your bookseller for the WINSTON,
or we will send you a copy. See why The

WINSTON

J‘im/zlifiea(_
DICTIONARY
“The Modern Authority”
is insisted upon by busy ¢
people who must be accu
rate in a hurry. Write for g
acopy today. Pay $5 to the§
postman on delivery. If
after 10 days you wish to
return it, your money will
be refunded at once, in full.
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO.

RAGGEDY ANN in Song!

The latest Raggedy Ann Book. Brilliantly
reproduced in 4 colors. By the originator
Johnny Gruelle ... music by Will Woodin,

The well loved Raggedy Ann characters
are here—Frederika, the Cheery Scare-
crow, Little Woodenr Willie, the Tired Old
Horse, Snoopwiggy, ete.

Tasy to sing. .. easy to play. The children
love them. Piano and ukulele accompaniments (with
simple diagrams and instructions).

Second large printing—get it now! At book and music

stores . . . or, mail coupon for. . . .

Special Introductory Price
Postpaid
RAGGEDY ANN'S SUNNY sOpNnGS

Miller Music Ine., 62 West 45th St., New York, N. Y.

Please send me . . . copies RAGGEDY ANN'S SUNNY

SONGS. I am enclosing $..__..

FREE Complete uke method and excerpts trom above book

Two Dozen Heroines

ALL TRUE. By TeN WoMmeN oF Topay.
New York: Brewer, Warren & Putnam.
1931. $1.75.

FIVE GIRLS WHO DARED. Edited by
Heren Ferris. New York: Macmillan
Co. 1931. $2.50.

GREAT AMERICAN GIRLS. By KAaTE
DickiNsoN SweeTsER. New York: Dodd,
Mead & Company. 1931. $2.

Reviewed by Jeanerre Eaton

S there in your family a young crea-
ture who wears skirts, wishes she
didn’t, and bases her objection on
the notion that life isn’t exciting for

girls? If so, a positively bristling content-
ment with her lot may be induced by the
simple method of giving her three new
books to read.

Between them, “All True,” “Five Girls
Who Dared,” and “Great American Girls,”
relate the adventures and accomplish-
ments of twenty-four women. All of these
individuals but three are American. All
but four are still making personal history.
The subjects are mutually exclusive—
with one exception. Amelia Earhart be-
gins her flight in Miss Ferris’s book and
describes it in “All True.” Taken all to-
gether the three volumes present an
arresting view of the heroie, the colorful,
and the great among women, contempo-
rary and otherwise. These stories, largely
told by the individuals themselves, are
well calculated to reinforce the general
conviction that, granted endowment and
the power of will, sex is no barrier to
superior achievement. Nor will the sharp
eyes of youth detect in the personal nar-
ratives any corroding element of vain-
glory. Detached and humorous are most
of the self comments.

This disarming quality, so essential to
a winning autobiography, is especially
evident in “Five Girls Who Dared.” With
her usual excellent editorial taste, Miss
Ferris presents well integrated sections
from already published life stories and
prefaces each with a vignette of the sub-

ject which rounds out the girlhood tale

up to the present moment. Because this
collection contains only five personalities,
it gives sufficient space for depth of treat-
ment and through the delightful recollec-
tions of Mrs. Louise de Koven Bowen and
Elizabeth Marbury bestows upon the
reader precious and intimate bits of an
America gone forever.

In both the other books the sketches
are so brief that one rather has to bolt
the heroines whole. “All True” contains
merely self portraits faced by an editorial
word of explanation. The galaxy includes
ten women whose exploits in diverse
parts of the world make vivid reading—
especially since almost half this list of
intrepid adventurers are relatively un-
familiar. Their acquaintance is a real
contribution to an understanding, not
alone of feminine lustre, but of those
astounding complexities of our day into
which their special talents have fitted.

“Great American Girls,” by Kate Dick-
inson Sweetser, spans America’s out-
standing women from the time of Saca-
jawee, the romantic young squaw who
helped Lewis and Clark, to Maude Adams.
The ten selections are interesting and the
stories have a dramatic value, unfortu-
nately undermined by the author’s ten-
dency to gush. Because each sketch ends
in a finale compared to which the adver-
tising blurb is the epitome of restraint,
the book is likely to prejudice the real-
istic girl of today. If she bears up under
Jane Addams she will certainly say,
“Blah!” to the touched-up likeness of
Lady Astor. Such a method of “over-
selling” the heroine throws into high
relief the dignified and sincere presenta-
tion achieved by Helen Ferris.

FROM THE “SING-SONG PICTURE BOOK”

A

Parti-Colored Tunes

THE SING SONG PICTURE BOOK. By
HzerBerT and JOHANNNES GRUGER. Phila-
delphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1931. $1.50.

O wonder that a fabulous num-

ber of copies of “The Sing

Song Picture Book” have been

sold in Germany, where every-
one sings, where songs are beautiful, and
where picture books have reached their
highest modern development. All this
does not compete against the book, but
makes an atmosphere in which it flour-
ishes. It appeals to people with music
not only in the ears but in the blood, and
to a public accustomed to new ideas in
artistic expression. On the left-hand
page is a melody so simple that a baby
just talking can take it readily from his
mother’s lips—supposing of course that
she is a mother who sings to her child.
On the right-hand page, opposite the
music, little figures in color—it may be
ducklings, little leaping horses, fir-trees
of varying heights, or companies of
ascending and descending angels—take
the rise and fall of the tune and keep the
rhythm. It sounds harder than it is; one
look at the page and you get the idea.
It is not trick notation, nor one of those
dismal subterfuges for learning the notes
of the scale by means of grotesque men
and women climbing on the lines of the
staff. No one learns a note from these
pictures; he learns musie, not how to
play music.

A good way to try out the book would
be something like this. Borrow a baby,
any baby old enough to climb into your
lap and liking you well enough to do so.
Show him the picture for “My Horse,”
which is a translation of the nursery
classic “Hop, hop, hop,” one of the easiest
of songs to sing. He will at once indi-
cate with a rapturous finger that these
are horses; they are red and blue, but
that does not fool him. Then sing the
song, and as you do, follow with your
finger or his along the line of little jump-
ing horses that go up and down with the
tune. You will no doubt do this more
than once; sooner or later, probably days
later, you can, in the course of this re-
peated singing, slide over on the left-hand
page and do the same with the unadorned
notes. That’s all there is to it. But some-
how it is music. On one page flocks of
angels soar and come lightly to earth to
the tune of “Vom Himmel hoch”: it is
curiously moving. Some designs are fun,
like the melting snowmen and dancing
hearts, or the “ten little negro boys”
climbing up and tumbling down in rows;
some are tender, like the lambs on green
hillocks, some are strong in rhythm, like
the swinging pendulums marking “Big
clocks make a sound like tick-tock-tick-
tock” and the little clocks that quicken the
beat.

Sans Wings Or Wands

(Continued from page 283)

he is all the pirates. The frontier West,
the old South, ancient maritime New Eng-
land, have each a picture in four colors
and each sums up its section and its pe~
riod, the New England one in a way to
bring tears to an exile. The full-page he-
roes look as a right-minded young person
knows they should look, being heroes.
The story thus indicated in pictures is ex-
pressed in words by rapid and dramatic
narrative, the drama being of events
rather than of persons. I am never sure
that histories are accurate, but I know
when they make me take part in history,
and I have an idea this one may have that
effect on young Americans. Small pic-
tures in tint recur like motifs in the text,
and the typography is a delight.

A few more books like these may take
the curse off history for the young. For
of all subjects it seems to need, to reach
all but exceptional children, Alice’s fa-
mous requirements of plenty of pictures
and conversation. Here are certainly
plenty of grand pictures, the style in each
case sufficiently conversational, and be-
cause each is written with a central idea
in mind, they hang together and form con-
tinuous narratives.

the AMERICAN Bible

is easier to read

the AMERICAN Bible

is easier to understand

the AMERICAN Bible

is more accurate

the AMERICAN Bible

is as modern as today

the AMERICAN Bible

“combines the translations of
J. M. P. Smith and Edgar
J. Goodspeed

the AMERICAN Bible

has 2,060 pages for only $3.50
in cloth, $5.00 in leather

The University of Chicago Press

Handbook
Of Good English

o to clear up all difficulties in
; the use of words . . .

bstor:

The Best Abridged Dictionary
106,000 entries; 1,256 pages; 1,700 illustrations.
Cloth, $5.00; Fabrikoid, $6.00; Leather, $7.5a.
Purchase of your bookseller; or send order and re-

mittance direct to us; or write for informati
: ! tion. Free
specimen pages if you mention this magazine,
G. & C. MERRIAM CO.
Springfield, Mass.

Get the Best

' THE

ROMANTIC
QUEST
Hoxie N]?YFairchild

A clear and comprehensive por-
trayal of naturalism, transcenden-
talism and medievalism in the
Romantic Movement—the strug-
gle between science and the crav-
ing for the illusioned view of
life. $4.50

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS

. Descriptions of any book sent on request




