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Conducted by KATHERINE ULRICH

Rackham where his portrayal of the love-
1y girls, Laura and Lizzie, and his decora-
tive handling of the little goblin men is
in his best manner. Yet, as a feat of inter-
pretation, I am more impressed by his
drawing on page 244 of the “Fairy Book”
for “The Emperor’s New Clothes,” where
the procession is seen entirely by its
shadows—a fine and original use of black
and white,

This brings me to Miss MacKinstry’s
interpretations of Hans Andersen, be-
cause Miss Anne Carroll Moore, in her
introduction, calls special attention to
Miss MacKinstry’s illustration of this
same incident. To me it cannot compare
with the Rackham drawing. If such a com-
parison be odious, I may say that I am a
genuine admirer of much of the work of
Elizabeth MacKinstry. It is to be judged
by the highest standards of draughtsman-
ship. I like her vignettes in the Ander-
sen, though a few remind us of the work
of the late Lovat Fraser. I like her mid-
dle double-spread in color, for “The Most
Extraordinary Thing.” In general, how-
ever, I do not care quite as much for the
style she has adopted here as for her
manner in other work of hers I have seen.
In the same season she has also issued an~
other book for children, “The Fairy Alpha-
bet” (Viking Press), wherein I find her
“H is for Hiding—" and several other
drawings of great charm, as is the col-
ored cover design (not to speak of the
perfection of the captions), but in gen-
eral it seems to me that her style here
has become over-ornamental. Arrange-
ment in black and white has in many
cases stolen away the life of her drawing.
In spite of these doubtless hypercritical
strictures it need hardly be said that Miss
MacKinstry’s work is always authorita-
tive and full of imagination.

Pioneers

LONE RIDER. By Hildegarde Hawthorne.
New York: Longmans, Green. 1933. $2.

NEW LAND. By Sareh Lindsay Schmidt.
New York: McBride. 1933. $2.

HILLS OF GOLD. By Katherine Grey.
Boston: Little, Brown. 1933. $2.

PRAIRIE ANCHORAGE. By Marjorie

Medary. New York: Longmans, Green.
1933. $2.

Reviewed by MaRIoN CANBY

ERE is a quartet of competently
H written books, in which the bene-

ficial effect of good material on
style is plain. “Lone Rider,” with the rich-
est material—the thrill of the Lone Rider
and the Pony Express are as valid as ever
—has the most substantial style. “New
Land,” a warmly human story of two
young people’s efforts to work a claim in |
Wyoming under modern conditions, re-
sponds by candid writing to the often
drastic realities which confront its char-
acters. (“Life did things like that—queer,
cruel, dreadful things...” a bromide,
perhaps, but how seldom to be found in
books for the young Polyannas we appar-
ently believe our children to be!) But ma-
terial is not all. “Hills of Gold” and |

“Prairie Anchorage,” for instance, are
built on a skeleton of information, and at
once seem impersonal in utterance, though
both are sprightly and full of color. “Hills
of Gold” takes us through most of the
phases of the California gold rush, with
the characteristic life of mountains and
ranch as background, including a picture
of Sutter’s Fort. This book is a sequel to
the popular “Rolling Wheels.” “Prairie
Anchorage” is really a diary written in
the third person, based on real letters, etc.,
a pleasant medium for explaining the vari-
ous modes of travel in the fifties—in this
case all the way from Nova Scotia to the
prairies via New York. The style is light
and vivacious, in keeping with the enter-
taining and somewhat slight material. All
four of these books are well documented,
and on the right track because they are
about something!

The fact that they, in company with
scores of other recent juveniles, concern

themselves with pioneering is significant .
as another straw pointing to our awak- |

ened national consciousness; and the

! “Lone Rider” lifts from local color and

background to a considerable stirring of
the imagination. But to this reviewer’s
mind, “New Land” has a touch at least
of a different and deeper significance for
our adolescent literature, It adds to locale
the reaction of real people. To be sure,
these people are all more or less sketchy
except for the seventeen-year-old hero-
ine, and she, certainly, does not depart,
except in the vivacity of her presentation,

from the type-heroine of most books for |
the teens, the plucky, straightforward '
good sport. Certainly we all know her like,
and the healthy elements of American life |

are bound to produce her, but in most |

stories she is too apt to be merely a scarce-
ly human outgrowth of the Campfire
movement. Here at least she is a live girl,

bang up against real conditions. So far,

so good!

Perhaps the dullest average of present-
day writing is to be found in books for !
the 'teens—why, who knows? Possibly be- .
cause they are suspended between infan- .
tile fancy and adult imagination. This be-

ing so, the tediously conventional exis-
tence that we have wished on our adole-

. scents seems to be the readiest because the

most familiar material and the style fol-
low suit. But, oh, when will some inspired
person write about the upcannily be-
witching combination of the serpent and
the dove whom also, in her thousand vari-

ants, we have about us, when will some- -
one put this girl against almost any true !
background—-and there is no compelling :

need for that background to be far off or

long ago! And when will some other or |

the same person write about a boy who
is not a muscular moron and a hero at one
and the same time? The difference be-
tween the generation of the ’teens in most
books for young people and that same gen-

|
i
I
|
|
i

eration, only a little advanced in age, as |

it appears in adult books, is really too !

absurd! An area of personal material lies
about us almost untouched, awaiting a
rush of imagination to the heads of our
writers for adolescence. Our publishers
should page a modern Louisa Alcott!

SCISSOR CUT BY UGO MOCHI
From “African Shadows,” Robert O. Bellou

|
i
|

SHERLOCK

@® @ has there been
a detective in fiction to
compare with Mr. Reginald
Fortune, special adviser to
Scotland Yard. Like the
Sherlock Holmes stories.
this book is literature.
Praised by such experts as
Alexander Woollcott, Chris-
topher Morley. Stephen

Wrapper and decorations by Frederic Dorr

Steele, {amous illustrator. (Top) A camera

portrait of H. C. Balley. creator of Mr.
Reginald Fortune.

Vincent Benet, Mr. Fortune’'s astounding cases offer
the maximum exciting entertainment. The ideal gift
for the mystery reader—an essential addition to your
own shelf of detective classics. A Crime Club Selec-

tion, oversize format,

$2.00 everywhere

- MR. FORTUNE

WONDERS

by H. C. BAILEY

D

Author of The Red Castle Mystery

NEW CRIME CLUB SUCCESSES

Look for the Crime Club gunman an every mystery you buy.

Like the hallmark on silver, it is your guarantes of quolity.

THE PURPLE BALL
by Frank L. Packard

BLACK HAWTHORN
by John Stephen Strange
THE SCARLET MESSENGER
by Henry Holt

THE DEAD PARROT
by Michael Keyes

THE DARK GARDEN
by Mignon G. Eberhart
MURDER IN TRINIDAD
by John W. Vandercook
IN THE FIRST DEGREE
by Roger Scarlett

FAST ONE
by Paul Cain

$2.00 each at all good bookstores

THE CRIME CLUB, Inc., Garden City, N. Y.
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Selected List of Books for Christmas

"THE EDWARDIAN ERA

By André MaurOis- Here is an outstanding work by a world-

famous author which offers exactly the
qualities demanded of a distinguished book gift. Men and women alike will find
absorbing entertainment in its pages. “Brilliant.”—N. Y. Times. “Witty."—
N. Y. Herald Tribune. *“Stands with Shelley, Byron and Disraeli as one of
Maurois’s major creations.””-—Chicago News. Illustrated. $3.00

ROUGH HEWN

The strange unguessed history of a short story writer
Ano“y mous. you know well. He has been able seaman, castaway,

mate and captain under false papers: diver for treasure, stockroom clerk, book
An amazing reve-
and told with skill and

$2.5

salesman, committer of manslaughter, and struggling author,
lation. “Very frank, full of startling happenings,
gameness.”—N. Y. Times.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF A BIRD-LOVER

By Frank M- Chapma". “An American master of bird

. lore has set down the testament
of a fortunate life.”—-N, Y, Times. He recounts adventures in many lands in

search of bird material and his contacts with many famous people. Illustrated.

SAN FRANCISCO

By Charles Caldwell Dobie. [sirations b I rons

story of the City of the Golden Gate. *Mr. Dobie takes his city to his heart and
gives us an unforgettable picture of her erooked streets, her fog and sunshine,
her Chinatown, her glory and power’'—Charles Hanson Towne. Handsomely
printed and bound, one of the most beautiful books of the year. $5.0

IHlustrations by E. H.

For Young People
A CHILD’S HISTORY OF ART By V. M. Hillyer and

Edward G. Huey. A new companion to “A Child’s History of the World”
and “A Child’s Geography of the World,” presenting the panorama of painting,
sculpture, and architecture through the ages. Nearly 200 beautiful illustrations.

$3.50
THE STORY OF BEOWULF By Stafford Riggs.

“A reader of any age can enjoy this fine and stirring book . .. With marked
success Mr. Riggs has made the story readable and easily understood .. . The
illustrations by Henry Pitz are worthy of the text . . . One of the year's distine-
tive books for children.”—N. Y. Times. $2.50

THE WINGED GIRL OF KNOSSOS By Erick Berry.

A delightful story of the daughter of Daidalos and of the Cretan Empire.
“Swift-moving adventure.””—American Girl, Tilustrated by the author. $2.00

D. APPLETON-CENTURY CO., 35 West 32nd Street, NEW YORK

William Lyon Phelps:
pedia,” in twelve volumes, is really a marvel of
book-making,
riches in a little room.’

pages in each compartment.
a flne Christmas present to almost any one!'’

American Library Association: y
does not find the completeness of a Britannica in
Everyman's, but it is marvelously full, especially
in number of entries,

THE NEW REPUBLIC says: ‘“Everyman’s is a small, inexpensive, usable
encyclopedia which, in its field, has no rivals. For people who haven't
space for a larger encyclopedia, or money to buy it, it is strongly to ba
advised.”

EVERYMAN’S ENCYCLOPEDIA

The new EVERYMAN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA. is an encyclopedia that
every family can afford, and will want because of its exceptional
reference wvalue. This is the lowest-priced modern encyclopedia in
the United States. This new edition, enlarged, revised and brought
up to date, retains all the advantages of the original edition, and
exceeds it in scope and value. Alphabetically arranged and copiously
cross-indexed, it contains nearly 7,000,000 words and over 2,000 illus-
trations. Complete in 12 volumes—of uniform novel size, printed in
clear type on good strong opague paper. in durable library binding,
stamped in gold. Price, $30.00 per set

*“ ‘Everyman’s Encyclo-
Times:
‘Infinite
About eight hundred of
What

As  Marlowe remarked,

A handy set. source of general information.’’

American Mercuty:
“Naturally one
pedia in the Inglish language.
second edition . .

A comparison of numerous first,”*

large subjects discloses en alinost equal amount of
material in Everyman’s,
the best value for the money in the encyclopedia
world. Needless to say, it is up-to-date.
mended for home, schoel and library use.”’

Everyman’s is possibly

Recom-
‘Swiss Kamily Robinson.

P. S. We have also just published a new Everyman WORLD ATLAS.
It contains 224 pages of colored maps, 35,000 entries, and a 170 page

index. Sold separately. Price, $3.00
For your own conveni2nce, cut out this advertisement and
take it to your bookseller or order direct from the publisher
E. P. DUTTON & CO,, Inc. 300 Fourth Avenue New York

Louis Wiley, Advertising Manager, The New York
‘*An examination convinces me that you
have published in an exceedingly limited number
pages a most comprehensive and valuable

‘‘Everyman’s Encyclopedia
has been the best small and inexpensive encyclo-
The present
. will be even bhetter than the

William Rose Benét: '*Includes an amazing num-
ber of items and is as likely to yield the thing
you need as was the ipgghaustlbla bag of the

Now on Sale

sy IWAN BUNIN

NOBEL PRIZE 1933
THE VILLAGE

This fine and sensitive picture of life in a Russian village is a
Masterpiece of modern Russian literature. $2.50

THE GENTLEMAN
FROM SAN FRANCISCO

Bunin‘’s most celebrated story and fourteen others revealing a
tremendous range in subject, locale and style. $2.50

730 Fifth Ave'N Y-

A BORZOI
Alfred - A - Knopf 5s
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The Glamorous Past

ERIC THE RED. By Lida Siboni Hanson.
New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co.
1933. $1.75.

A LOYAL FOE. By Ivy Bolton. New York:
Longmans, Green & Co. 1933. $2.

THE APPRENTICE OF FLORENCE. By
Anna D. Kyle. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Co. 1933. $2.

GLORY OF THE SEAS. By Agnes Dan-
forth Hewes. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf. 1933. $2.

Reviewed by THomAs ToBEY

ILL the future writers of his-
\ x / torical fiction be able to make the
life of the twentieth century boy
and girl as glamorous and as fortunate in
adventure as the authors of these four
books tell us life was for our predeces-
sors? In the first and the fifteenth centur-
ies, whether in England or Italy, the dan-
gers of existence lent an excitement which
the contemporary youth hardly appre-
ciated, but even in nineteenth century
Boston there was the romance of clipper
ships and the hazards of slave smuggling
and the dreams and temptations provided
by the rich stories out of California.
“Eric the Red” we pounced on eagerly,

Ness” recently reminded us that the Vik-
ing saga never dulls, and besides here
were striking illustrations in a clear,
handsome line by the Scandinavian artist,
Ernst Hansen. But though the author has
dug deep into the Icelandic sagas and
been meticulously faithful to the historic
findings she has been less faithful to the
spirit of the Vikings. Here is an ever good
tale that should be shouted through the
house told in a dull, one~-keyed mumble,
and with a use of cliché which is particu-
« larly alien to the nature of her subject.

Ivy Bolton, on the other hand, writes a
fine, contemporary English in her story of
Damory’s lord in bitter woe who conquers
Damory'’s fiercest foe. The story is laid in
the last years of the Wars of the Roses
when Rex Damory served well the young
princes who were eventually to be mur-
dered in the Tower. The vividly conveyed
historical background is adroitly domi-
nated by the story of Rex, a fictional char-
acter through whom Miss Bolton suc-
ceeds, and admirably, in her intention of
presenting “a picture of the conditions
which would surround a Red Rose lad who
had fallen into captivity to the house of
York.” Again the author of “The Shadow
of the Crown” has written a book that
boys and girls can read and reread, and
again Henry C. Pitz has pictured it for her.

Anna D. Kyle also chooses the fifteenth
century for her new book, but her story
is laid in Florence, the teeming, rich, and
dangerous medieval city at the height of
its glory, before the dissolution of the
guilds, and the Medicis. Columbus as a
youth appears in these pages, but it is
Neno, a young boy from Fregione, around
; whom the tale revolves and Neno is one
' for getting himself quite innocently in-
volved in the most threatening escapades.
Through his apprenticeship to Messer
Bardo, the silk merchant, which results
in his service in a Constantinople be-
seiged by the Turks, and his friendship
i for Vanni, who may be the Unknown Flo-
rentine of a painting still to be seen in
a Florence gallery, the author gives a
lively picture of the life of any Neno of
those days. Yet somehow it is the picture
which becomes crowded, too much so,
rather than the life portrayed; and once
again we meet here with an ancient and
unhonorable habit of seasoning para-
graphs with genuine, not-to-be-doubted
Italian words, and allusions which require
parenthetic explanation or footnotes. The
illustrations are by Erick Berry.

For a picture of Italy at the time of the
‘ great merchants we should deny ourselves
| “The Apprentice of Florence” in favor of
| “Swords on the Sea,” by Agnes Danforth
| Hewes, a tale of Venice’s heyday. Now
i Mrs. Hewes presents us with “Glory of
|
|
\

the Seas,” a story of Boston in the days
when Donald McKay was launching his
clipper ships. John Seagrave, a young
shipping clerk, is the book’s plausible
* hero—a shipping clerk who sees more than

for Eric Linklater’s very adult “Men of |

dull routine in his job, who itches for a
try at the California that is speeding the
Sea Witch and the Flying Cloud on their
way. But there is adventure in Boston it-
self, as he discovers when he shields a
fugitive Savannah slave from the alert and
conscientious minions of the Fugitive
Slave Law. Mrs. Hewes’s books are among
the most distinguished for older boys and
girls, and “Glory of the Seas” is her best,
a story which is of, as well as in, the
American tradition and which no one is

i too adult to enjoy. Read “Glory of the

Seas” and then go back and discover Mrs.
Hewes’s earlier books if you haven’t al-
ready had that pleasure.

“Five and Ten” Music

ROUNDABOUT BOOK. By Bob and Ted
Maier. Boston: Riker, Brown & Well-
ington. 1933. $1.

Reviewed by Howarp MumForDp JONES

HILE the future of American

music engages the speculations

of theorists, the sons of Guy
Maier, the distinguished pianist, have
gone more practically to work. At the age
of five (Ted) and six (Bob), they wrote
their first book, “Song-Cargo,” words,
musie, and pictures by themselves. Now
they have published “Rounabout Book.”
“Roundabout Book” is so called because,
as the preface sagely tells us, you always
go ‘round and back again from the pic-
tures and the stories (about the pictures)

1 to the music.” The authors point with

modest pride to their achievement: “We
didn’t want to put words to this music,
like in ‘Song-Cargo,’ our other book, be-
cause music can talk without words. (And
besides, we wrote ‘Song-Cargo’ when we
were 5 and 6 years old. We are 7 and 8
now.)” Artistic progress could not be more
succinctly expressed.

Those who saw “Song-Cargo” will re-
call that it was a deeply philosophical
volume, even running to mysticism. For
example, the song entitled “A Whale-
Stone,” with its eerie tune (to be played
“Thoughtfully”), presents the interpene-
tration of all things:

There is a stone in our backyard that
looks like a whale swimming in the
snow.

Well, shades of the prison-house close
around all of us, and it is too much to ex~
pect that “Roundabout Book” should not
mark a change. It is not unphilosophical,
but it is mostly filled with Gore and Con-
flict. The motif of the volume is predomi-
nantly a struggle between a tribe of un-
named Bad Men, and various stupendous
(but delightful) animals. There is, for ex-
ample, the Stone-Throwing: “‘Spinning
like a top, he magnetizes stones out of a
pit which bound off him and strike his
enemies.” The terrific picture which illus-
trates his activities on p. 29 also presents
an anonymous behemoth with “a trunk
like the nozzle of a gun which blows his
enemies to smithereens,” and the follow-
ing page introduces the reader to the
Boat-Eater, from whose back bombs “just
bounce off.” The Bad Men haven't a
chance. .

Lest the reader become absolutely ter-
rified, there are more peaceful scenes and
creatures. The Moon-Polies ‘“have no
bodies, or arms, or legs, but . . . just roll
up and down the mountains.” And there
is a charming and fantastic circus parade,
and a highly realistic football game.

The music (as in the previous volume)
is fresh and delightful, though possibly a
bit more sophisticated than in “Song-
Cargo.” There are various technical ad-
vances and inventions which will delight
the musicianly. I like “Watching the
Rain” and “A No-Name Piece” especially.
The pieces are all thoroughly usable for
children learning to play the piano.

As Guy Maier says in the preface, “If
strife and violence seem to be much
stressed, one knows that this is natural in
many boys of this age.” There is too much
merely pretty-pretty stuff written for
children’s instructions, and “Roundabout
Book” is nothing if not vigorous. It will be
curious and instructive to see what phase
the next volume by the young poet-com-
posers will present,



