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The New Books 
Drama 

STEVEDORE. By Paul Peters and George 
Sklar. Covici-Friede. 1934. $1.50. 

JIG SAW. By Dawn Powell. Farrar & 
RinehaH. 1934. $2. 

YELLOW JACK. By Sidney Howard and 
Paul de Kruif. Harcourt, Brace. 1934. $2. 

It has often been remarked that Ne
groes make the best actors we have. 
Many a weak or absurd play has been 
made into a passable evening's entertain
ment by the acting of Negroes. But "Steve
dore," by Messrs. Peters and Sklar, is the 
first play we have seen in which the bene
ficent influence of the Negroes has reached 
the writing itself. The authors seem to 
have been thinking, while writing their 
dialogue, how Negroes would act it—for 
some of their directness, credulity, and 
simplicity has warmed the lines written 
for them. As for the play, which tells the 
story of a dispute between Negro steve
dores and their bosses in New Orleans, 
and the race riot which develops out of 
it by way of the usual perjured white girl 
—it is only another one of those "prole
tarian" or "socially conscious" or "propa
ganda" plays. The first scene sets the tone: 
a loud and meaningless and violent 
squabble between the white girl and her 
lover. Then we go on to union men with 
hearts of gold, and scabs who are nothing 
but bullies and cowards, and bosses that 
give punches in the jaw: a Boy Scout par
able, in a word, which would make the 
most sanctimonious Victorian morahst 
look like a Maupassant by comparison. 
But the Negroes remain fairly human 
throughout. They do not fit into these sim
ple legends. Is it because they lack our 
pale-face hjrpocrisy? Or are they simply 
too relaxed to catch our abstract rages? 

Miss Dawn Powell's "Jig Saw" is a play 
about the penthouse-dwelling whites, who 
are neither hypocrites, nor sectarian cru
saders, nor even bosses: all that's the mat
ter with them, as they frequently tell us 
and each other, is that they are utterly fu
tile and unreal. The unimportant plot is 
based on the return of a schoolgirl to her 
divorced mother's household, where she 
finds a complicated but unstable system of 
love affairs flourishing. She picks out the 
man she likes best (who happens to be the 
one her mother intended for her next 
lover) and marries him. We have no quar
rel with Miss Powell for writing about 
these mayflies, but she might at least make 
her play more interesting than the may
flies themselves. "Serena Blandish," which 
had a brief run on Broadway a few years 
ago, exhibited a similar set of people, but 
subtly distorted, as though they had been 
viewed from an odd angle or under a 
peculiar light. The pleasure and amuse
ment lay in the clever distortion, which 
gave one a perspective on the people and 
so freed one from their actual vulgarities. 
But Miss Powell serves hers up to us just 
as they are. Even their wisecracks are 
no better than what you hear. Reading 
her play is like sitting through a long 
cocktail party cold sober. 

What would you write about, if you 
were a dramatist? Something to hold a 
Broadway audience for a couple of hours, 
it must be; something a little new for a 
change, people are tired of sex; yet some
thing obvious enough to penetrate brains 
fed on publishers' money-makers. Mr. 
Sidney Howard had the bright idea of 
staging a chapter from "Microbe-Hunt

ers," the one about Yellow Fever, or "Yel
low Jack." It seemed to have a theme of 
the proper gravity, man's battle with dis
ease; the word science, especially when 
applied science is understood, is still cap
able of preparing us to receive solemnities. 
Men in white coats are only a bit less 
thrilling than men in khaki coats; and the 
war atmosphere is there too; brief and 
pregnant sentences, stiffs, stiff upper lips, 
and good shrewd masculine comedy with
out malice, based on the fact that the Irish 
and the Jews are soldiers together in Uncle 
Sam's army. Mr. Howard thought it would 
be a good idea to make such a play, and he 
did, and "Yellow Jack" is it. 

F. F. 

Fiction 
A LAW UNTO THEMSELVES. By Love-

day Prior. Little, Brown. 1934. $2.50. 
It is! a safe bet that any novel that does 

not stem directly from its author's own 
times, his race, and the genius of his lan
guage, will be no more than a show of 
strength, a literary exercise whose intrin
sic merits will rise less from its creator's 
profundity as an artist than from his dex
terity as a craftsman. Even the great have 
failed to breathe life into the past (Flau
bert's "Salammbo" and "The Temptation 
of Saint Anthony" come to mind), and 
their efforts in that direction have re
mained pleasant diversions; their scholar
ship and sensitivity have succeeded, at the 
most, in evoking an authentic atmosphere 
entertaining for its remoteness from our 
own times, for its air of verisimilitude. 

Miss Prior has done a fine job of recon
struction; her period, the thirteenth cen
tury; her people, the feudal barons of 
Austria. The least that can be asked of an 
author embarked on such a task is that his 
researches fuse with his method and his 
exposition, that they do not obtrude upon 
the reader. These difficult adjustments 
Miss Prior has made. Out of her pages 
rises a picture of the Middle Ages such as 
it might well have been; the stern brutal
ity of its men, the routine of their plunder
ing lives, the bitter physical subjection of 
their women. We learn what these people 
ate, how their castles were appointed, how 
their minds worked, what were the codes 
by which they lived their lives. Entertain
ment is provided in full measure through 
the abundance of factual detail, fascinat
ing in itself. Into the bargain, the author 
has a pleasant tale to tell, and if she tells 
it in the terms of her elected period, in 
the rhythms and with the phraseology of 
those times, she is quite within her rights, 
and the narrative gains heightened "truth 
to life" through such a method. The tale 
she teUs is too involved for condensation 
in a review; it winds its way through a 
long book, at times moving in its intensity, 
at times dull through a sort of dilution— 
the necessity to skip years or pass lightly 
over bare details. But it is generally inter
esting, always readable, occasionally ex
citing. Though gowned as carefully as she 
has been able to dress them, the Count 
Ludwig of FeEmar, his two wives, his son 
Adalbert, the degenerate; his daughter 
Luise, the clever; her husband, the beast 
Wolfgang von Maienburg—none rises from 
the status of fictional characters, nor do 
their schemes and machinations, their as
pirations and ambitions for power, for 
wealth, for ascendancy over each other, 
carry more conviction than the events of 

(Continued on next page) 

The Criminal Record 
The Saturday Review's Guide to Detective Fiction 

Title and Author 

CANDIDATE FOR 
LILIES 

Roger East 
(Knopf: $2.) 

THE RUSE OF THE 
VANISHED WOMEN 

Vol Gielgud 
(Crime Club: $2.) 

THE HOBGOBLIN 
MURDER 

Kay Cleaver Strahan 
(Bobbs-Merrill: $2.) 

Crime, Place, Sleuth 

When rich English ec
centric summons heirs 
to announce whimsical 
change of wiU, a bullet 
has the last word. 
London bachelor and 
girl-friend stumble into 
mysterious m i d n i g h t 
adventures in Suffolk 
that give Scotland Yard 
anxious hours. 

Wealthy, tyrannical old 
maid recluse murdered 
during Coast visit of 
p o o r relations. Lynn 
M a c D o n a l d , female 
sleuth, stumbles on so
lution. 

Summing Up 

Competent writing; not 
much suspense ; in
effectual professional, 
a n d n o t too brilliant 
amateur, sleuthing. 

Co-author of "London 
Calling" gets off to fast 
start but finishes lame
ly in white-slave (?) 
story w i t h s u r p r i s e 
twist. 

Incredible situation, 
pretty sticky in certain 
aspects, produces faint 
nausea, but one does 
read on to end which 
flouts intelligence. 

Verdict 

Fair 

Dis
appoint

ing 

Thin 

^mn © l i ^ iB®®iE 
of the current season... 

The Coming 
American Revolution 
by GEORGE SOULE 
" T h e soundest, sanest, profotindest since the 
New Deal!"—AT. Y. Sun. $2.50 

Tlie Method of 
Freedom 
by WALTER LIPPMANN 
" I n my opinion nothing he has done is more 
striking or more profound."—Newton D. Baker 

$1.50 

Europe Between Wars? 
by HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG 

The editor of Foreign Affairs presents an accu
rate , swiftly moving panorama of European 
developments. $2.50 

The Economy 
of Abundance 
by STUART CHASE 
"Interest ing; — exciting! Touches upon many 
present and future problems."—N. Y. Post. $2.50 

The House in the Hills 
by SIMONNE RATEL 

"An unusual and curiously lovely s tory." 
—N. Y. Times $2.50 

Corner Shop 
by PHILIP KEELEY 

"Master ly . . . haunting . , . not a single false 
touch!" N. Y. Herald Tribune $2.50 

At Bookstores Everywhere 

im B^MdQtt^fil CQM^̂ KIY 

AN IMMORTAL WORK 

Thomas Mannas 
Joseph ana utis Jjrotkers 

"Never has Mann's narrdtjve skill 
been more brilliantly displayed. 
In fact, as one reads along, the 
conviction grows that all the 
author's previous work was prep
aration for this.' — Scribners Magazine. 

428 p a g e s , $2.50 

•k CHow in one volume eallLons -jf 

THE MAGIC MOUNTAIN . 900 Pages . . $3.00 
BUDDENBROOES . . . . 760 Pages . . $3.00 

ALFRED A. KNOPF PUBLISHER. N.Y. 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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f i r s t great 
novel out of fp 

Here's the rich roman
tic book discovered in Hawaii 
by Christopher Morley, enthu
siastically acclaimed in H o n o 
lulu, persistently a San Fran
cisco best-sel ler , first story of 
Americans on our last frontier, 
which has already run t h r o u ^ 
four large editions and gains in 
momentum with each sales re
port. 

Jammed w i t h action, 
excitement, adventure, romance, 
wit, humor, and presided over by 
a lovely , sardonic, jade-eyed 
sinner who just happened to be 
a lady missionary. ('$2.50) 

THE LORD'S 
A N O I N T E D 

b y R u t h E l e a n o r M c K e e 

"A DOUBLEDAY, DOBAN 
first novel discovery*' 

J> C^ WTAL E > . ^ ^<}SC. 
Sf SELECTION ^ N U * * * , ^ * * 

..iblT » " ^ t l m e " ' " ' , " 

aigolfied »» y ^ ^ s B o o ^ ^ , 

SO 
LONG 
JOSi£t»Hl,NE 
L i AW'RENCE 

Double-Crostics: Number 15 

»»j5~ 

..i^i] %. 
$ 2 . 5 0 STOKES 

Seventh Printing 

THE NATURE 
LOVER'S 
KNAPSACK 
By Edwin Osgood Grover 
"All the best that poets have said about 
Nature: — selected with discriminating 
taste." Boston Transcript. $2.50 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL COMPANY 
393 Fourth Avenue New York 

I N N . by. the. SEA 
P R I V A T E B E A C H 

20 Miles East of Watch Hill, R. I. 
P. O. WAKEFIELD, R. RATES S2I A WEEK VT 

See Personals this issue for 
full description 

B O O K S E L L E R S ! 
INCREASE YOUR 
SUMMER SALES . .. 

Good books can always be sold 
—summer or winter. Take The 
Fountain and Anthony Adverse, 
both published at the beginning 
of your slackest season! If your 
customers read The Saturday 
Review of Literature, it keeps 
them posted on many good books 
in addition to the head-liners. 
Selling the Review will mean a 
profit to you and more book 
sales. Besides—The_ Saturday 
Review almost sells itself from 
our new blue and silver display 
stand, which was designed spe
cially for bookstore use. Write 
for complete details to. . . . 

B O O K S T O R E D e p a r t m e n t 
The Saturday Review of Literature 
25 We»l 4Sth St., New York City 

B y E L I Z A B E T H S. K I N G S L E Y 

D I R E C T I O N S 
T o s o l v e t h i s puzz l e , y o u m u s t g u e s s t w e n t y - f i v e w o r d s , t h e 

def init ions of w h i c h a r e g i v e n i n t h e c o l u m n h e a d e d D E F I N I 
T I O N S . T h e le t ters i n e a c h w o r d t o b e g u e s s e d a r e n u m b e r e d 
( t h e s e n u m b e r s appear at t h e b e g i n n i n g of e a c h def ini t ion) a n d 
y o u are t h e r e b y a b l e t o te l l h o w m a n y l e t t er s a r e i n t h e requ ired 
w o r d . W h e n y o u h a v e g u e s s e d a w o r d e a c h l e t t er i s t o b e w r i t t e n 
i n t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y nvimbered s q u a r e o n t h e p u z z l e d iagram. 
W h e n t h e s q u a r e s a r e a l l f i l led i n y o u w i l l find ( b y read ing f rom 

D E F I N I T I O N S 
I. 95-151-43-76. Unsubstantial, deli

cate. 
II. 25-5-59-135-40-148-121. Begin

ning again. 
i n . 113-35-149-51-98-77. Appointed 

meeting places. 
IV. 21-24-49-147-58-104-136-15. Im

pediment, disadvantage. 
V. 9 3 - 1 4 6 - 7 3 - 2 2 - 5 6 - 5 0 - 1 1 2 - 8 4 . 

Weaker of two contestants. 
VI. 82-72-64. Famous victim of 

sleeping sickness (first name). 
VII. 7-31-60-152-16-26-41. Disputes 

over trifles. 
VIII. 47 -27 -88 -143 -124 -103 -133 . 

Formless, confused. 
IX. 134-39-86. Prominent citizen 

of Sodom. 
X. 78-91-37-139. Unctuous, ole

aginous. 
XI. 67-6-109-87-126-107. Book by 

Sir Thomas More. 
XII. 127-110-83-20-144-65. Granu

lar; courageous. 
XIII. 105-62-114-142-66-130. To as

sociate familiarly. 
XIV. 11-115-74-18-70-30-150-23. In 

a dignified manner. 
XV. 131-111-8-52-2-100-71-94-17. 

Without variation. 
XVI. 38-44-1-85-33-118. Descent 

from sublime to ridiculous. 
XVII. 106-119-68-128-89-53-141 . 

Persian god of light. 
XVIII. 13-125-42-4-137-116-140-36-

101-3. Conferences. 
XIX. 154-102-48-9. Immediately 

thereafter. 
XX. 19-132-145-10-79-123-46. Marks 

of infamy or disgrace. 
XXI. 34-96-81-75-45-122. Courteous, 

ailable. 
XXII. 120-99-129-92-153. Quantity 

produced at one time. 
XXIII. 14-108-54-90-138-28. Shrub 

used in victory wreaths. 
XXIV. 117-63-97-57. Scene of Blu-

cher's victory, 1813. 
XXV. 61-69-55-32-80-29-12. Loose-

hanging rags. 

W O R D S 

left to r ight ) a q u o t a t i o n f r o m a f a m o u s author . R e a d i n g u p a n d 
d o w n t h e l e t t er s m e a n no th ing . T h e b l a c k squares ind ica te e n d s 
of w o r d s ; t h e r e f o r e w o r d s d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e n d at t h e r ight s ide 
of t h e d iagram. 

E i ther b e f o r e (pre ferab ly ) or after p l a c i n g t h e l e t t ers i n the ir 
s q u a r e s y o u s h o u l d w r i t e t h e w o r d s y o u h a v e g u e s s e d o n the 
b l a n k l i n e s w h i c h a p p e a r t o t h e r ight i n the c o l u m n h e a d e d 
W O R D S . T h e r e i s a d a s h for e a c h le t ter . T h e init ial l e t t ers of th i s 
l i s t of w o r d s spe l l t h e n a m e of t h e a u t h o r a n d t h e t i t le of the p i e c e 
f rom w h i c h t h e q u o t a t i o n h a s b e e n taken . U n l e s s o t h e r w i s e i n 
dicated , t h e a u t h o r i s E n g l i s h or A m e r i c a n . 
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S O L U T I O N O F L A S T W E E K ' S D O U B L E - C R O S T I C 
( N U M B E R 14) 

E D M U N D W A L L E R — " G O L O V E L Y R O S E " 

G o l o v e l y r o s e . . . 
T e l l h e r that ' s y o u n g 

A n d s h u n s t o h a v e h e r graces sp ied , 
T h a t h a d s t t h o u s p r u n g 

In d e s e r t s w h e r e n o m e n ab ide 
T h o u m u s t h a v e u n c o m m e n d e d died. 

The New Books 
(Continued, from preceding page) 

a c l e v e r fa iry ta le . A s such , M i s s Pr ior ' s 
n o v e l i s a s u c c e s s ; a s a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
t h e l i fe of o t h e r t imes , i t b e a r s conv ic t ion ; 
it c o u l d n o t h o p e for more . » ri u 

A . v.̂ . B . 

International 
MODERN RUSSIA. As Seen by an Eng

lishwoman. By Cicely Hamilton. Button. 
1934. $2.75. 

M i s s H a m i l t o n is a w i d e - a w a k e E n g l i s h 
w o m a n , w h o h a s h a d a v a r i e d e x p e r i e n c e 
as journal i s t , actress , success fu l p l a y 
wr ight , a n d m o r e r e c e n t l y as t h e a u t h o r 
of s e v e r a l s e r i o u s t rave l books . If h e r 
R u s s i a n i m p r e s s i o n s are not s tar t l ing in 
the ir n o v e l t y , t h e y are p l e a s a n t l y u n p r e 
t en t ious , hones t , inte l l igent , a n d m a r k e d 
b y c o m m o n s e n s e . 

P r e f a c i n g h e r s tory w i t h the o b s e r v a 
t i o n that S o v i e t Russ ia is v i e w e d e m o 
t i o n a l l y b y m y r i a d s of d is tant observers , 
w h o s e e it a s a s y m b o l of h e a v e n , o n t h e 
o n e h a n d , a n d o n t h e other , of horror , s h e 
m a k e s e v e r y e n d e a v o r to s e e t h i n g s a s 
t h e y a r e a n d t o t u r n i n a n o b j e c t i v e r e 
port . G r a n t i n g w h a t t h e B o l s h e v i k s w o u l d 
d o u b t l e s s descr ibe a s t h e "hope le s s ly 
b o u r g e o i s b ias" i m p l i e d i n s u c h c o n c l u d 
ing o b s e r v a t i o n s a s "you c a n n o t p l a n art 
in G o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s , y o u c a n n o t 
p l a n l o v e , a n d y o u c a n n o t p l a n t h e grace 
of God," s h e s u c c e e d s admirab ly . 

S h e d i s c u s s e s ch i ldren , marr iage , b i r t h -
control , a n d k i n d r e d s u b j e c t s w i t h t h e 
b a c k g r o u n d of o n e w h o h a s a l ready s t u d 
i e d a n d l e c t u r e d o n femin i s t top ic s i n h e r 
o w n c o u n t r y , a n d s h e i s qu i e t l y a m u s e d 
h e r e , a s e l s e w h e r e , b y t h e c o m m o n a s -
s tmipt ion of S o v i e t R u s s i a n s t h a t m u c h 
that a l r e a d y p a s s e s a s a m a t t e r of c o u r s e 
i n t h e c iv i l i zed W e s t is the ir o w n p r i v a t e 
d i s c o v e r y . T h e r e i s a s imi lar n o t e of g e n t l e 
i r o n y i n s o m e of h e r r e f e r e n c e s to u n e m 
p l o y m e n t . E v e r y b o d y h a s b e e n to ld , of 
c o u r s e , tha t t h e r e i s n o s u c h t h i n g i n 
S o v i e t Russ ia , a n d w h e n M i s s H a m i l t o n 
p o i n t e d out t h e f r e q u e n t b e g g a r s a n d 
w o r s e that s h e e n c o u n t e r e d i n t h e s t ree t s 
a n d a b o u t r a i l w a y s tat ions , h e r Intour i s t 
g u i d e w a s surpr i sed a n d hurt . 

"You're t h e o n l y tourist ," t h e la t ter e x 
c l a i m e d , " w h o h a s e v e r sa id w e h a d p e o 
p l e o u t of w o r k . A l l m y E n g l i s h a n d 
A m e r i c a n tour i s t s s a y w e h a v e n o u n e m 
p l o y e d . " S h e n o t i c e d a n d w a s s h o c k e d , a s 
t h e E n g l i s h a r e l i k e l y t o be , b y t h e ha l f -
s t a r v e d h o r s e s , b u t h e r g u i d e w a s a g a i n 
offended w h e n s h e m e n t i o n e d t h e fact. 

"We h a v e beaut i fu l h o r s e s i n Russ ia ," r e 
tor ted t h e gu ide . "Every o n e k n o w s w e 
h a v e beaut i fu l horses . B u t there ' s a r e a 
s o n w h y they ' re n o t g e t t i n g e n o u g h food 
n o w . T h e kulaks are h i d i n g fodder to sp i te 
u s — b u r n i n g it i n h o l e s i n t h e ground . 
E v e r y o n e k n o w s that ." 

M i s s H a m i l t o n t a l k s of theatres , of t h e 
R u s s i a n R i v i e r a ( C r i m e a ) , of t h e revo l t 
aga inst re l ig ion, of t ra ins and j o u r n e y s , of 
t h e F i v e Y e a r P l a n , a n d v a r i o u s o ther 
matters . A l l h e r report ing of ac tua l c o n 
d i t ions i s b a c k e d u p b y w h a t appears t o b e 
a rather t h o r o u g h r e a d i n g into Russ ia ' s 
past. 

Travel 
ATTENDING MARVELS. By George 

Gaylord Simpson. Macmillan. 1934. $3. 

Mr. S i m p s o n w e n t d o w n t o P a t a g o n i a a s 
a m e m b e r of t h e Scarri t t E x p e d i t i o n to d i g 
foss i l b o n e s for t h e A m e r i c a n M u s e u m of 
N a t u r a l His tory . T h e p u r e l y scientif ic r e 
s u l t s of tha t e x p e d i t i o n h a v e b e e n , or w i l l 
be , chron ic l ed e l s e w h e r e . B e i n g i n t e r e s t e d 
as w e l l i n t h e "at tending marvels"—^live 
b e a s t s a n d h u m a n s , food, l odg ing , c l imate , 
a n d w h a t n o t — Mr. S i m p s o n h a s b e e n 
m o v e d to se t d o w n h i s d i a r y - l i k e o b s e r v a 
t i ons in a l ong i sh , hones t , a n d comfor tab ly 
e n t e r t a i n i n g if no t w i l d l y e x c i t i n g book . 

Pa tagon ia i s a hard , b leak , dour land , 
w i t h "wind, co ld , drought , p e b b l e s w h e r e 
soi l s h o u l d b e a n d t h o r n b u s h e s for grass ." 
T h e d igging , c a m p i n g , a n d t r e k k i n g about 
took p l a c e i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of 45 d e 
g r e e s S o u t h Lat i tude , t h e S o u t h T e m p e r 
ate e q u i v a l e n t of Montreal , b u t a v e r y dif
ferent s c e n e and c l imate . T h e w i n d b l o w s 
f u r i o u s l y a n d prac t i ca l ly al l t h e t i m e — 
s u c h a l a m b a s t i n g of flora a n d f a u n a as w e 
k n o w n o t h i n g about i n o u r part of t h e 
w o r l d . S a n d p e l t e d t h e t e n t s a n d s i f ted 
in to t h e food. Mr. S i m p s o n t e l l s of d e 
s c e n d i n g a h i l l s ide , w h e r e n o r m a l l y o n e 
w o u l d e x p e c t m o r e or l e s s t o c l i n g t o t h e 
surface , w i t h h i s b o d y l e a n i n g f o r w a r d 
in to s p a c e at a n incred ib le a n g l e — a c t u a l l y 
l e a n i n g o n t h e w i n d ! A n d t h e w i n d w a s so 
terrific a n d s o s u s t a i n e d t h a t y o u c o u l d 
s a f e l y a s s u m e s u c h a p o s t u r e a n d d e p e n d 
o n t h e ga l e t o h o l d y o u up . 

It i s t ree l e s s s h e e p - c o u n t r y , w h e r e n o t 
e m p t y of h u m a n s a l toge ther , a n d a l l b u t a 
f e w of t h e s h e e p m e n , i n s o m e o f t h e m o r e 
favored port ions , l i v e a g r u b b y , h a n d - t o -
m o u t h e x i s t e n c e , jus t a b o v e t h e s u b s i s t 
e n c e l e v e l , a n d of ten s c a r c e l y that . M o n e y 
w a s m a d e , a s i n m a n y o ther p a r t s of t h e 
w o r l d , d u r i n g t h e a b n o r m a l c o n d i t i o n s 
p r o d u c e d b y t h e G r e a t W a r , b u t i t w a s 
q u i c k l y spent , and i n g e n e r a l t h e c o u n t r y 

s e e m s des t ined t o r e m a i n m o r e or l e s s p e r 
m a n e n t l y desert . 

It might , there fore , h a v e b e e n "created 
e x p r e s s l y for poor , m i s s h a p e n , m u d d l e -
h e a d e d beasts ." T h e guanaco i s t h e c o m 
m o n e s t of t h e s e — a sort of infer ior llama, 
t o t h e unscient i f ic e y e , w i t h "a h e a d l ike 
that of a h o r n l e s s deer , l o n g ears l ike a 
m u l e , a n e c k that t r ies b u t fa i l s t o reach 
t h e giraffe s tandard , a s c r a w n y , s h a p e l e s s 
body , a n d g a n g l i n g l e g s l i k e t h o s e of a 
y o u n g colt." T h e y aren't domest i ca ted , a s 
a n i l e , b u t are h u n t e d , e spec ia l l y w h e n 
y o u n g , for the ir h i d e s . A P a t a g o n i a w i t h 
out giuunacos w o u l d be , Mr. S i m p s o n 
th inks , "dismal indeed , unth inkab le ." 

T h e difficulties, de l i cac ies , a n d e x c i t e 
m e n t s of f o s s i l - h u n t i n g — f o r w h i c h P a t a 
g o n i a is f a m o u s a m o n g al l sc ient i s t s i n 
teres ted in th i s b r a n c h of re search—are 
t o u c h e d o n c o n s t a n t l y b o t h i n t ex t and 
p ic ture , b u t a s a l r e a d y r e m a r k e d , t h e a u 
thor r e s e r v e s t h e scient i f ic s ide of t h e e x 
ped i t i on for a m o r e i n f o r m e d audience . 
T h e r e are g l impses , s o m e t i m e s amus ing , 
of t h e h a r d - b i t t e n h u m a n s , i n c l u d i n g B o e r 
co lonis ts , w h o are s p r i n k l e d o v e r this 
d e s o l a t e reg ion , a n d s imi lar ly h a r d - b i t t e n 
Fords . O n e p l e a s a n t aspect of t h e n a r r a 
t i v e i s t h e a b s e n c e of n a t u r e or o ther 
faking . ^ ^ 
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