
NOVEMBER 10, 1934 THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE 281 

The Clearing House 
Conducted by AMY LOVEMAN 

Inquiries in regard to the choice of books should be addressed to Miss LOVEMAN, C/O 
The Saturday Review. A stamped and addressed envelope should be enclosed for reply. 

EPOCHS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

A. S. K. of New Orleans, La., is anxious 
to refresh his knowledge of America's 
past, and asks for suggestions for one 
volume studies of the various periods in 
our history. 

IF he wants to stick to one volume 
works A. S. K. will find just what he 
is looking for in the EPOCHS OF AMERI

CAN HISTORY (Longmans, Green) series, 
edited by Albert Bushnell Hart . This con
sists of four volumes, the first, THE COL
ONIES, by R. G. Thwaites, the second, THE 
FORMATION OF THE UNION, by Har t himself, 
the third, DIVISION AND REUNION, by Wood-

row Wilson, revised by E. S. Corwin, and 
the fourth, EXPANSION AND REFORM, by J . S. 

Bassett. The bibliographies which these 
volumes contain will assist A. S. K. to 
pursue his studies further if he so desires. 
There is an excellent work on the set t le
ment of America which he could read, THE 
COLONIZATION OF NORTH AMERICA ( M a c m i l -

lan) by Herber t E. Bolton and Thomas W. 
Marshall, which takes into its survey 
Mexico, Canada, and the West Indies, as 
well as the future United States and, if 
he 's willing somewhat to broaden the 
scope of his investigations, he will find in 
Herber t L. Osgood's AMERICAN COLONIES IN 
THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY (Columbia Uni
versity Press ) , the outstanding work in its 
field. Sir George Otto Trevelyan's history 
of the Revolution, (Longmans, Green, 3 
vols.) covering the founding of the Amer
ican republic, would no doubt delight A. 
S. K. as it has many another, for it is 
brill iantly wri t ten and full of fascinating 
material. George Fort Milton's THE EVE OF 
CONFLICT (Houghton MifBin) which has 
just made its appearance, is an excellent 
work on Stephen A. Douglas and the 
events leading up to the Civil War, and 
lor the immediately post Civil War period 
there is Claude G. Bowers's THE TRAGIC 
ERA. The various volumes of Mark Sull i 
van's OUR TIMES (Scribners) present a 
lively and many-s ided picture of the 
epochs they cover. If before taking u p in
dividual periods A. S. K. feels that it 
would be well to get a bird 's-eye view of 
general American developments he would 
find reading James Truslow Adams's THE 
EMC OF AMERICA (Little, Brown) both en
lightening and entertaining, THE RISE OF 
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION (Macmillan, 2 vols.) 
by Charles and Mary Beard, and the sev
eral volumes of Rhodes's HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES (Macmillan) and Ober-
holtzer's HISTORY or THE UNITED STATES 
SINCE THE CIVIL WAR (Macmillan) are, of 
course, works of more extensive character 
than A. S. K. designates but he would find 
them excellent reading. 

FASCISM AND DEMOCRACY 

K. V. B. of Meriden, Conn., who is tak
ing a course on the culture and civiliza
tion of the world today, has chosen as the 
subject for a paper she has to submit 
"Mussolini: His Challenge to Democracy," 
and wants to know where to find material 
on this theme. 

First of all, if she wants to get a back
ground for her study, she might read 
Mussolini's MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY (Scribners) 
to see what 11 Duoe himself has to say 
about his theories and ideals, and she 
might also t ry to get hold of the little 
pamphlet which the Italian Historical So
ciety, 113 West 42nd Street, New York 
City, pu t s out for only five cents entitled 
MUSSOLINI TELLS WHY HE PREFERS FASCISM 

TO PARLIAMENTARIANISM. This is by Willis J. 
Abbot. Having thus secured the point of 
view of Italian fascism she can get that 
of an enemy to it in Francesco S. Nitti 's 

ESCAPE (Pu tnams) , and an analysis of it in 
P. Einzig's ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF FAS
CISM (Macmillan). Perhaps the most br i l 
liant book she can find on the challenge 
which the fascist doctrine presents to 
democracy is John Strachey's THE MENACE 
OF FASCISM (Covici-Friede), a work which 
had an enthusiastic press when it a p 
peared a year or two ago. 

MILITARY LEADERS 

H. T. of Pittsfield, N. H., wishes to make 
a study of the great soldiers and military 
leaders of history, and asks for books on 
them. 

Works of the sort, in the form of indi
vidual biographies, are legion of course. 
If H. T. wants a list of such studies I'll be 
glad to draw one up ; in the meanwhile I've 
selected titles of a few volumes which con
tain sketches of several personalities. First 
and foremost, of course, comes Plutarch's 
LIVES, which include portrai ts of some 
of the great mili tary heroes of ancient 
Greece and Rome. These, to be sure, are 
important ra ther as character sketches 
than as elaborate history, but nevertheless 
they belong in any category such as H. T. 
desires. Omnibus volumes, which present 
soldiers of a later day, are L. H. Thorn
ton's CAMPAIGNERS—GRAVE AND GAY (Mac
mil lan) , T. A. Dodge's GREAT CAPTAINS 

(Houghton Mifflin), F. J, Hudleston's 
WARRIORS IN UNDRESS (Little, Brown) , R. 

M. Johnston 's LEADING AMERICAN SOLDIERS 

(Holt) , and B. H. Liddell Hart 's studies 
of figures of the Great War, GREAT CAP

TAINS UNVEILED (Little, Brown) and REPU
TATIONS TEN YEARS AFTER (Little, BrOWn). 
The na ture of the las t -named volume 
can be judged from the titles of some of 
its essays: Joffre, the Modern Delphic 
Oracle; Eric von Falkenhayn, the E x 
travagance of Prudence; Marshall Gal-
liene, the Real Victor of the Marne; L u -
dendorfi, the Robot Napoleon; Black Jack 
Pershing, the 100 per cent American. 
Captain Liddell Har t is by many ac 
counted the best living military critic and 
his estimates of the leaders of the World 
War are of importance and interest. 

THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE 

M. P. C. of Sheffield, Ala., has had a 
paper assigned to her on the subject, What 
Surprises Are Ahead? and wants refer
ences to some books that will he helpfid 
in preparing it. The surprises, or at least 
those her paper is to take cognizance of 
are to he confined to the field of science. 

THE BOOK OF THE FUTURE (London), by 
Ritchie Calder, should be the very thing 
she wants . Mr. Calder addresses himself 
to the task of explaining how science is 
getting on, at what it is aiming, and what 
methods it is employing to attain its goal. 
He at tempts to set forth a picture of so
ciety as it will be in the future when the 
machine and mechanical devices have 
multiplied, when all food will come from 
cans, when speed will be a sine qua non 
of travel, when the tides shall have been 
harnessed to men's purposes, etc. Those 
who have read Aldous Huxley 's BRAVE 
NEW WORLD (Doubleday, Doran) will r e 
call how he depicts the civilization of 
the future when humani ty is to be con
ditioned even before bi r th to social theo
ries. Though of course fiction and not scie-
ence, this book should afford M. P. C. some 
points for her paper. More serious and 
scientific considerations, however, are to 
be had in Bert rand Russell 's THE SCIEN
TIFIC OUTLOOK (Norton) , and In the little 
volumes of the To-day and To-morrow 
series published by Dutton. Still another 
work is SCIENCE FOR A NEW WORLD (Har
pers) , edited by J. G. Crowther. 

" H e r e i s A . A . M i l n e i n h i s b e s t a n d m o s t v a r 

ied performance"—IS. Y. Times Book Review 
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The Odyssey ol an English 
gaucho who loved a horse and 
rode it through the strange, ter
rible and beautiful pampas . 
Illustrated by Cyrus Lc Roy 
Baldridge. $2.50 

Land of Far 
Distance 

hy 
BLACK BILL CRAIG 

After a century of turmoil, Karl 
Marx is still one of the greatest 
political philosophers of all times. 
Here are critical explanations by 
Bertrand Russell, John Dewey, 
Morris Cohen, and others. $1.00 

The meaning 
of marH 

Edited by 
SIDNEY HOOK 

- T h e . 
Sonofinarie 
Hntoinette 

6 ^ JHeadc HlUtM^^u^dC' 
The story of a little boy who was in the 
way. Critics say: "A brilliant biography." 
—New York Times. "Intensely iriteresf-
ing."—Boston Herald. "Absorbing."— 
New York Post. "ThrillinV-Virginia 
Kirkus. "Has the fascination of a first rate 
mystery story."—New Yorker. Illustrated 
with old prints. 400 pages, $3.50 

J 
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How did men end women live in the 
Nineties? Was life any better then? 
Was it saner, sweeter, calmer, more 
secure? Were the certainties of that 
time responsible for the present 
chaos? Here is a nostalgic look into 
a past that made serenity a virtue 
and morality a vice. Illustrated, $2.50 

"Strange and absorbing."— 
Anne Parrish. "Unforgettable 
pictures of great beauty, 
grace, pathos ond incessant 
humor." —Rupert Hughes. 
Illustrated, 53.00 

Stars Fell 
on 

niaboma 
by CARL CARMER 

Pilgrimage 
of Ideas 

&^ SliCAwood tddi^ 
T h e s e r e c o l l e c t i o n s of a v i t a l l y 

c h a n g i n g w o r l d a r e t h e a u t o b i o 

g r a p h i c a l n o t e s of a m a n w h o h a s 
I l i v e d a full life a n d t r a v e l e d w i d e l y 

i a c r o s s t h e w o r l d . $3.00 

A simple, authoritative and 
courageous study of sex by 
one of the most prominent 
and experienced woman W(-
chiatrists in America, author 
of The Adolescent Boy. Illus
trated, $2.50 

Introduction 
to SeH 

Education 
by W.V.RICHMOND 

This narrat ive poem of a 
young woman whose lover 
goes off to marry another, 
leaving her to the quiet ol 
the prairies, is a stirring work 
of art. $2.00 

The Trumpeting 
Crane 

by HELENS MAGARET 
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''Filled with 
golden memories!" 

ROBERT P 
TRISTRAM 
COFFIN'S 

LOST 
P A R A D I S 

"Here are memories 

of baked beans; of fhe 

mingled odors of Oc

tober apples and high 

tide, of pine needles 

. . . and deftly to ld!" 

—Lewis Gannett, N. Y. 

Herald Tribune. 
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The beguiling tale of one Henry 
Martin Aluin Smith, who, through 
unforeseen circumstances, is forced 
to take the place of the wealthy sui
cide, Hugh Monckton Allard Smith, 
and assume all his bewildering diC 
ficulties, not the least of which are 
three beautiful mistresses. A tan
talizing plot providing many a soft 
chuckle, by one of the most famous 
stylists of our times, (LIPPINCOTT) 

$2.50 
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All Aboard 
for ADVENTURE! 
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—on "THE 
CINGALESE 
PRINCE'' 

bj BROOKS ATKINSON. The emi
nent Drama Critic of the New York 
Times writes a philosopher's day-book 
of strange ports and people—a world 
tour by freighter, including Yoko
hama, Hongkong, Singapore, Penang 
and dozens of other places less known 
but just as curious and fascinating. 
Best book of travel since Maugham's 
"The Gentleman in the Parlour**! 
Just published, $2.50—at all bookstores. 
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Girls Will Be Girls 

TESTIMONY to the fact that collec
tors do read is frequently provided 
in their discovery of "items" (ha te 

ful w^ord, and this depar tment is a lways 
open to candidates for a better) that do 
not appear superficially to have anything 
to do with t he subjects in which they are 
interested. An absorber of any and all 
material concerned with the origin, devel
opment, and integration of the American 
language was recently skimming idly 
through a copy of "Titcomb's Let ters to 
Young People, Single and Married" (New 
York, 1858). Timothy Titcomb was Josiah 
Gilbert Holland, newspaper and magazine 
editor and popular moralist, and his "Let
ters," immensely successful, were a sort 
of mid-cen tury composite of Emily Post 
and Walter B. Pitkin. Our collector's eye 
roved apathetically across the chapter 
headings—"Getting the Right Start ," " F e 
male Society—the Woman for a Wife," 
"Social Duties and Privileges," " D r e s s -
Its Proprieties and Abuses"—and sparkled 
with t he zealot's flame when it came to 
"The P ruden t and Proper Use of L a n 
guage" in the section devoted to young 
women. H e began to read, and came soon 
to a cluster of jewels that made the book 
essential to his collection. Timothy Ti t -
comb, after inveighing against excess of 
wit and hyperbole, t ra ined his fireworks 
on slang, offered instances from his own 
experience as one whose ears were pe r 
petually open, and composed a paragraph 
of it himself by way of exploding a set 
piece of horr ible examples. 

If you wish to be an "A No. 1" woman, 
you have got to "toe the mark ," and be 
less "hif alutin." "You may bet your head 
on that ." You may sing "slightually" 
"like a martingale," you may "spin street 
y a m s " at the ra te of ten knots an hour, 
you may "talk like a book," you may 
dance as if you were on "a regular 
b reak-down," you may " tu rn u p your 
nose at common folks," and play the 
piano "mighty fine," but_ "I- tel l -you," 
you "can't come to tea." "You may be 
handsome, bu t you can't come in." 

Query 
Only one of the two-score proved or in

dicated forgeries dissected in John Carter 's 
and Graham Pollard's epochal "Enquiry 
into t he Na ture of Certain Nineteenth 
Century Pamphle ts" bears an American 
imprint. It has another claim to uniqueness 
in that it is also the only uni t in the sinister 
assemblage to have been originally boiind 
in cloth. It is Tennyson's "Lucretius," 
printed, ostensibly, at Cambridge, Massa
chusetts, in 1868 "for private circulation." 
Messrs. Carter and Pollard unhesitatingly 
pronounce this production a fabrication. 
The details of the proof need not be r e 
cited here , bu t it is interesting to note that 
an additional bit of evidence (following 
definite establishment of their case) was 
provided in the fact that " the binding is 
lettered u p the spine, which is the usual 
practice in this country [England] . In 
U. S. A. such lettering is almost invariably 
set runn ing downwards." 

One lives and learns, and yoxir cor re 
spondent is broad enough to acknowledge 
that h e never knew this before. Inquiry 
among collectors and booksellers, English 
and American, however, proved tha t he 
was almost alone in his ignorance, and 
investigation of such books in his own 
l ibrary as were thin enough to require 
sidewise lettering proved the case empir i 
cally. There are, as Messrs. Car ter and 
Pollard concede, occasional exceptions, 
bu t the general rule holds. 

This depar tment is now eager to learn 
how the divison first occurred, who b e 
gan it, how quickly it was accepted—^to 
assemble, in fact, any available data bea r 
ing on the history of the practice. 

The Other Side 
Lloyd Emerson Siberell 's bibliography 

of the first editions of John Cowper 
Powys, recently issued by the Ailanthus 
Press of Cincinnati in an edition of 350 
copies ($3.50), is indubitably a labor of 
love. I t is a serviceably pr inted volume. 

and, what is not too common in labors of 
love, the text is competently organized 
and presented. 

Not every considtant of his manual will 
altogether approve of one of Mr. Siberell 's 
innovations. His description of each un i t 
begins with a summary of the binding, 
followed by a transcription of the t i t l e -
page. His defense of this p lan must inevi
tably be that the externals of a book greet 
the eye first, and ought, therefore, to be 
described first. Bu t the t i t le-page is to 
such a large degree the core, the essence, 
the very identity of the book as a physical 
entity that the conservative scheme of 
detailing it first in a bibliographical p r e 
sentation is greatly to be preferred. 

The shortcoming is of pure ly technical 
importance (though technicalities are 
hardly to be ignored in so exact a science 
as bibl iography), and it is offset by one 
admirable bit of consistency in Mr. Siber
ell's management of his task. In collating, 
for example, Mr. Powys 's "Samphire" 
(New York, 1922) h e assigns it not "pp. 
53" but "pp. 53 of text ," which is accurate, 
and which will delight Elmer Adler of the 
Colophon, who has been preaching the 
gospel of foliated precision for years. A 
book of 53, or 3, or 659 pages is impossible. 
To every leaf, as to every question, there 
are two sides. But a book can, o b 
viously, have 53 pages of text, which 
statement, equally obviously, postulates 
the existence of a page 54 without text. 
A book of 53 text pages should therefore 
be collated "pp. 1-53, text; p . (54) blank." 
Mr. Siberell calls page (54) "page follow
ing 53," an awkward bit of phrasing which 
can readily be forgiven h im for his accu
racy in the recital of his statistics. 

From Millionaire Wastrel 
to England's Dictator 
The stormy life of England's Great 
Protector, from an astonishingly 
different viewpoint. Here you see 
Oliver Cromwell, the wastrel scion 
of a wealthy &mily, unwillingly 
swept into power by his immense 
personal popularity. Here you see 
a man who didn't know he was a 
military genius until he was 45! 

England'J fore- • 
most hiitorical bi
ographer offers 
another milestone 
in biographical 
literature. Septem
ber Choice of the 
English Book 
Guild. Illus. t4. 

LIPPINCOTT 

HILAIRE 
BELLOC'S 
~mm^ 

J^ames Cjoula Co mmes ^uiouw Oozzens 
NEW NOVEL 

O n e of t he most r emarkab le short 

novels of this or any year . A "ho r ro r " 

story that dese rves a p l a c e b e s i d e 

"The Turn of t he S c r e w " 

$1.75 RANDOM HOUSE 

"The Proper Study of Mankind is Man" 

Russia is reading Dostoiev

sky's novels as never before. 

BERDYAEV'S 

DOSTOIEVSKY 
{Cro. 8vo. 260 pp. $2j00) 

shows why 

"The deepest criticism of Com
munism on the one hand and of 
bourgeois Capitalism on the other." 

Desmond MacCarthy. 

• 

"Torchlight crimson 

On the copper kettle-drums. 

Then the tuckets, then the trumpets 

Then the cannon, and he comes.' 

DON JOHN OF 
AUSTRIA 

{Cro. 8vo. 320 pp. $2.50) 

MARGARET YEO'S 

life story of the greatest romantic 
hero and one of the greatest fighting 
men in history. 

Wilfrid Ward's intimate con
tacts with Tennyson, Newman, 
Gladstone, von Hiigel, Ruskin, 
Huxley, Oliver Lodge and Arthur 
Balfour go to the enrichment of 

THE WILFRID 
WARDS 

AND THE 
TRANSITION 

(Demy 8vo. 416 pp. $3.75) 

in which MAISIE WARD carries 
on the history of Catholicism in 
England from the point where her 
father's great biographies left it. 

• 

THE UNKNOWN 
GOD 

{Large Cro. 8vo. 320 pp. $2.50) 

is the autobiography of 

A L F R E D N O Y E S 

"To me it was more exciting than 
most books of physical adventure." 

William Lyon Phelps. 

SHEED & WARD 
63 F I F T H AVENUE 
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