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The Singing Puritans 
THE PURITANS AND MUSIC IN ENG

LAND AND NEW ENGLAND. By 
Percy A. Scholes. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 1934. $8.50. 

Reviewed by CARL ENGEL 

EVER since Adam and Eve got the 
first dispossess notice, their progeny 
has striven to regain entrance into 

the ancestral home. These efforts, vain 
though stubborn, have led to the strange 
notion, entertained by a good many peo
ple, that the siu-est access to a heavenly 
paradise is by way of hell on earth. Their 
faith in compensation, personal and ever
lasting, is absolute. It helps them to re
gard the vicissitudes encountered in this 
"vale of tears" with equanimity, even with 
cheerfulness, except that cheer is so apt 
to degenerate into unseemly mirth. To 
avoid this danger, they are at pains to 
surround their life of virtue and purity 
with an air of dignified gloom and to for
tify themselves behind self-denials and 
discomforts. 

No fault could be foiuid with such views 
or practices, were it not that those who 
hold them or indulge in them are recur
rently beset with the urge of making 
everyone else share them. This frequently 
leads to unpleasantness. The would-be-
reformers and the not-to-be-reformed 
ruffle each others' temper. They malign, 
if they do not kill, each other. And thus 
the men and women, whose strict tenets 
earned them the proud appellation of 
Puritans, have come in, from time to time, 
for some unmerited slander. Particularly 
the Puritans who settled in New England 
during the first halt of the seventeenth 
century and their descendants have long, 
and not unjustly, enjoyed the reputation 
of having been intolerable prigs and te
dious killjoys. But along with deserved 
opprobrium there has been a good deal 
of excessive vituperation. Among it is the 
general and now ancient accusation that 
the Puritans loathed and prohibited all 
music. 

Now comes along an English musician 
and musicologist. Dr. Percy A. Scholes, 
who has probed deeply into the saga of 
"The Puritans and Music in England and 
New England." At last the true facts are 
laid bare. Dr. Scholes, in giving us what 
he modestly calls "a contribution to the 
cultural history of two nations," has writ
ten the most exhaustive and yet compre
hensive book on a chain of interrelated 
subjects, each one of which has been re
sponsible for a considerable literature. 
The list of works consulted and actually 
cited by Dr. Scholes in the course of his 
book covers fifteen and one-half pages 
and comprises about 750 titles; it goes back 
to original documents and scrupulously 
distinguishes between the genuine and 
the spurious. When the sifting is done, Dr. 
Scholes comes to the only possible con
clusion, namely that "most or all evidence 
to the effect that the Puritans objected to 
music evaporates when carefully exam
ined." 

Dr. Scholes subjects to a rigorous in
quiry the ordinances of early New Eng
land dealing with dancing. Here also the 
picture he unfolds, based on first hand 
material, is far less grim than the one 
universally accepted as true. Life in the 
colony was not joyless, wholly ruled over 
by narrow-minded and jaundiced bigots. 
"Dancing, yea though mixt" went on mer
rily. Before Increase Mather's death, his 
son. Cotton Mather, was taking dancing 
schools for granted in the education of 
well-bred children. Dr. Scholes adduces 
even one example of a "dancing minister" 
—Timothy Edwards, father of Jonathan— 
at whose ordination "a dance was held at 
his house!" 

The only real concern of the Puritans 
seems to have been that music and danc
ing should not detract from the observ
ance of church duties or lead into immoral 
conduct. In this respect they did not differ 
from other religious sects, past or present, 
which aimed, or aim, to combat the natu
ral inclination of mankind toward laxity 
of morals and abuse of pleasiures. Dr. 

by the author of the novel 

APPOINTMENT 
IN SAMARRA 
"If you want to read a book by a 
man who knows exactly what he is 
writing about and writes it marvel' 
ously well, read APPOINTMENT IN 

SAMARRA."—ERNEST HEMINGWAY. 

Fifth Printing, $2.50 

' ' O n e of the best 
short-story collec
tions of the y e a r / ' 

—William Rose Benet 

"As straight a reporter 
of U. S. dialect as the 
late great Ring Lardner 
and straighter than Hem' 
ingway, O'Hara writes 
without bitterness, with' 
out pity."—Time Maga^ 
zine. 

"O'Hara is a superbly 
gifted observer, shrewd, 
savage, merciless and ap' 
parently fertile in ideas." 
—Edith Walton, N- T. 
Times. 

"Reading this book, one 
ceases to marvel that a 
writer accustomed to 
turning on the juice for 
a mere couple of thou' 
sand words could write 
a fuU'length novel as 
unflaggingly paced as 
A P P O I N T M E N T IN SA' 

MARRA."—John Cham' 
herlain, 7^. T. Times. 

Second Printing, $2.50 

Scholes exclaims: "The more I study the 
Puritans the more I am at a loss to find 
their Puritanism!" 

That Dr. Scholes took up the study of 
Puritans at all, was owing to some refer
ences to their reputed peculiarities that 
he read in a recent book by an American 
writer. These references were in line with 
a common belief, held by the majority of 
authors dealing with the period and the 
subject. A notable exception was that 
great American scholar and sagacious 
musicologist, Oscar G. Sonneck, who in 
his "Early Concert Life in America" 
(1907) had expressed the hope that the 
time would come when "some historian" 
would "imearth and collect the data per
taining to our musical life before 1700" 
and would expose as fallacious and ridi
culous the accredited opinion that Provi
dence had been prompted "to send to our 
shores, out of all the millions who in
habited Europe, just those few thousand 
beings who had no music in their soul." 
This historian's advent we can now hail, 
and we applaud the thoroughness, the 
briUiance with which he has blasted that 
old fallacy. It was eminently gracious, and 
proper, that Dr. Scholes should have pre
fixed to his book a dedication to the mem
ory of Mr. Sonneck's. And the father of 
American musicology would have been 
the first to acclaim the English colleague 
to whom we owe the definite and com
plete clarification of a badly gnarled and 
knotted question in our own musical past. 

Life in Old Russia 
THE RUSSIAN JOURNALS OF 

MARTHA AND CATHERINE WIL-
MOT. Edited by the Marchioness of 
Londonderry and H. M. Hyde. New 
York: The Macmillan Co. 1934. $9.50. 

PRINCESS DASHKOV was an enter
prising and interesting lady of Cathe
rine the Great's time. She helped in 

the coup d'etat which made Catherine 
Empress, was president of the Russian 
Academy, a friend of Voltaire and Dide
rot, and wrote several plays. She met the 
Misses Catherine and Martha Wilmot, la
dies of an Anglo-Irish family, at one of 
the European watering-places, and in
vited them to visit her in Russia. They 
undertook the journey from Ireland to 
Russia during the Napoleonic Wars, spent 
several years there, and thanks to their 
distinguished connections, met and saw 
pretty much everybody and everything 
from the Court and Kremlin down. 

Their diaries and letters home, previ
ously in the possession of the historian, 
W. E. H. Lecky, and after his death, de
posited in the Koyal Irish Academy in 
Dublin, are now published for the first 
time. They are leisurely but lively im
pressions of an age in which people took 
time and care in such writing and they 
give an intimate picture of polite life in 
the Russia of 1803-1808 as seen by two 
vivacious young Westerners who were 
charmed with much they came across 
and yet always conscious of an Asiatic 
strangeness—and savagery—underneath 
the Frenchified surfaces of the upper-
class Russia of that day. 

Aristocratic Century 
THE AGE OF REASON. By R. B. Mowat. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. 
1934. $2.50. 

Reviewed by DAVIB OWEN 

PROFESSOR MOWAT'S thesis can be 
briefly stated. In the Continental 
eighteenth century he discovers a 

historical period ready for rehabilitation, 
an age that has suffered at the hands both 
of moralists and historians. Exemplifying 
some of the most admirable of qualities— 
tolerance and cosmopolitanism, to mention 
two of tljem—the men of the eighteenth 
century were well on their way to solving 
the problems of society. Their slow but 
steady advance was abruptly cut off by 
the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars, 
which afflicted Europe with a hypertro-
phied nationalism and induced, at least in 
England, a premature industrial develop
ment. The age was neither decadent nor 
stagnant. Rather was it a summation of 
pre-industrial culture, a fruitful equi
librium between town and country, clas
sicism and romanticism, philosophical 
Utopias and "spotted actuality." 

That the century produced a fine blos
soming of aristocratic culture cannot be 
doubted. It was a cosy, cultivated, aristo
cratic society, which believed in Progress 
and sensibly left the business of war to 
professionals. Nor was the old Regime it
self, if one can believe recent studies, as 
rotten a political fabric as republican his
toriography would have us think. 

What bothers me is not that Professor 
Mowat has painted a glowing picture of 
the century for which he has such genuine 
affection, but that his composition is so 
lacking in draughtsmanship. To put it 
bluntly, he has avoided most of the difficult 
subjects which are essential to a fair esti
mate of the century. There are accounts 
of the enlightened despots, sketches of 
those picturesque scoundrels Casanova 
and Cagliostro, and entertaining chapters 
on the salons, the opera, and the acade
mies. The treatment of the benevolent des
pots, of Frederick the Great especially, is 
disappointing. Professor Mowat's conclu
sion that "Frederick was a bad man, abso
lutely without moral scruple" is reminis
cent of the wayward authors of "1066 and 
All That" who found that monarchs fell 
easily into two classes, Good Kings and 
Bad Kings. A just emphasis is given to 
the cosmopolitanism of the century, when 
to be an intelligent member of the upper 
classes was to be a citizen of the cultivated 
society of Western Europe. 

But a survey of such subjects, even 
though we add to them chapters on pris
ons, the peace movement, and religion, 
does not lead to such conclusions as the 
author draws. Nowhere, for example, is 
there an attempt to gauge the condition of 
the peasants or to test the validity of state 
economic policies. If any class was proving 
itself a dynamic force, it was the bour
geoisie. Yet, of expanding commerce and 
the interests of the men who were guiding 
it one gets only the feeblest inkling. "The 
Age of Reason," as an analysis of a'period, 
cannot be compared with such a study as 
G. N. Clerk's "Seventeenth Century." 

HARCOURT, BRACE & CO., 383 Madison Ave., NEW YORK 

The Criminal Record 
The Saturday Review's Guide to Detective Fiction 

Title and Author | Crime, Place, Sleuth. Summing Up 

THE THIRD OMNI
BUS OF CRIME 

Editor; 
Dorothy L. Sayers 
(Coward-McCann: 

$2.50.) 
MURDER CUM 

LAUDE 
Joel Y. Dane 

(Smith & Haas: $2.) 

THE ELEVENTH 
HOUR 

J. S. Fletcher 
(Knopf: $2.) 

THE PAPER CHASE 
MYSTERY 
A. Fielding 

(Kinsey: $2.) 

THE BRAIN TRUST 
MURDER 
"Diplomat" 

(Coward McCann: $2.) 

52 contemporary short 
stories, 21 of detection 
and 31 of horror. Se
lected and prefaced by 
the Queen of Goose-
flesh. 

T r i o of super-grisly 
campus killings l e a d 
Sgt. Harty to death's 
door before he gets his 
man. 

Cathedral verger slain, 
ancient jewels vanish, 
v a r i o u s clerics held 
suspect while Camber-
well and Chaney snoop. 

Counterfeiters, stopping 
at nothing, murder 3 in 
Switzerland and Lon
don and I n s p e c t o r 
Painter just saves No. 4. 

Big Brain Truster loses 
h e a d (literally) at 
Washington party, btit 
Dennis Tyler keeps his 
and country is saved. 

Superb collection. No 
shopworn a n t i q u e s , 
new vivid stuff. Perfect 
editor. Sure destroyer 
of sleep. 

It's a dum good yarn 
that keeps the Honor
able Court up until 1.55 
a.m. to finish it. 

Absorbing story moves 
steadily against lovely 
cloistered background 
with logical sleuthing 
and end that lives up to 
title. 

Action runs quickly 
enough with required 
measure of thrills, but 
casual nature of whole 
thing is disappointing. 

Gore-bespattered mix
ture of voodoo, in
trigue, gossip, and trick 
sleuthing which doesn't 
quite convince. 

Verdict 

Night
mares 

Summa 
cum 

lavde 

Excel
lent 

Only 
fair 

Shocker 
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99 The new novel by the author of '^JjaokJrLomewardj Angel 

Of Time and the River 

Tliomas m^Ife 
This "Legend of Man's Hunger in His Youth" may well be called 

an American epic. It could be written about no other people or coun

try — from the day when Eugene Gant leaves his Southern home for the 

great cities of the North, to the time when, in a French town, he feels 

the resistless call of the great sprawling land from which he had fled. 

There is something in this book for every reader. Exciting in

cident, moving drama, huge gusty hu

mor, tempestuous passion, profound 

tragedy and superb pages of poetic 

beauty. It richly fulfills the prediction 

of Sinclair Lewis who in his Nobel 

Prize address said of Thomas Wolfe, 

"I don't see why he should not be one 

of the greatest world writers." 

Phologrsoh by Ossip Garber 

Act of Darkness 
by John Peale Bishop 
"The first male epic of the South" Ford Maddox 
Ford calls this tensely emotional novel of the ef
fect of a crime by one he dearly loved on the 
mind and life of a young man. $2.50 

Recommended by the Book'of'theMonth Club 

Jacob's Ladder 
by Ar thur Train 
Jacob Bates made his fortune concocting dog-
medicines. He decided that if he could conquer 
business he could conquer society. And he did. 
This is his story—as wise, perceptive, and amus
ing as you'll read in a long time. $2.50 

Recommended by the Book'Of'the'Month Club 

Twice Born 
by Rose Franicen 
The author of the successful play, "Another 
Language," here writes a moving story.of artistic 
New York and of the salvation of a soul emot ion
ally out of key with the world. $2.50 

God's Secret 
by Arthur Stanwood Pier 
What happens to the world when a scientist an
nounces that he has discovered a way by which 
any one who so wishes may live forever. A fan
tasy with a great truth behind it. $2.50 

Death Follows a 

Formula 
by Newton Gayle 
As he stepped off the trans-Atlantic liner with a 
precious gasoline-substitute formula in his 
pocket, Michael O'Donnell was murdered. Five 
men were suspected. Follow Jim Greer, ex-
Scotland Yard, to the thrilling solution. $2.00 

^wo Large Trintings 'before Tublication-> 

912 pages • $3.00 

The n^eB Selling biography in the 
United States today 

R. £• Lee 
fax 

Douglas Southall Freeman 
"A l a n d m a r k in American b iography." Philadelphia Ledger 
" T h e four volumes take the i r place a m o n g the great lives 
of t he great of our h i s to ry . " Chicago Tribune 

f Volumes 3 and 4, profusely illustrated, just published, $3.75 1 
each: The two volumes, boxed, $7.50. Volumes 1 and 2, each r 
$3.75: Two volumes, boxed, $7.50. J 

For every American homtj 

So Red The Rose 
hy Staric You n 9 nth printing. $2.50 

Pilgrims of the W i l d 
by Grey Owl 
The thrilling narrative of one man's successful 
crusade against the forces that would ravage the 
Canadian forests and their wild life. 

Profusely illustrated. $3.50 

>*. 

ClashingTides of Colour 

by Lothrop Stoddard 
A dynamic machine civilization has destroyed 
the balance between Occident and Orient. What 
may be the outcome of the present welter of cross 
purposes? Here is the answer. $3.00 

The Islandman 

by Tomas 6 Crohan 
Three quarters of a century of life on the Wild 
islands off the Western Irish coast described in a 
book of matchless color and beauty. 

Illustrated. $2.50 

at all bookstores C H A R L E S S C R I B N E R ' S S O N S , N E W Y O R K • at all bookstores 
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