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Mountain People

CABINS IN THE LAUREL. By Muriel
Earley Sheppard. Chapel Hill: The Uni-

versity of North Carolina Press. 1935. $3. !

Reviewed by JoNATHAN DANIELS

PAPATCY, a region in the Caro-
line mountains, has been twice lost.
The high mountains kept its valleys
like pools of the past in which the life
of the folk went on in old patterns of
living and thinking while the world be-
yond the mountains was profoundly al-
tered by war and machines and a crowd-

ing civilization. Then writers came over

the mountains to discover it and distort
it. Some made a fierce, dangerous folk and

some a more than quaint people who in

the modern world discussed the common-
places of life in a language like unrhymed
Elizabethan poetry. Fortunately for us
and for Apalatey there have been other
writing people, a few earlier and more re-
cently. They saw a folk different only in
the long, tight integrity of their race and

their customs who like other men make
a diverse world of good and evil_, fierce- |
ness and foolishness, but who, unlike most

other men in our times, still find content-

ment in few possessions and the simplest

living. Even that is passing with the Ford

and Chevrolet and the good road, but at .

its passing or as the spirit of Apalatcy re-
treats further up into the coves, Muriel
Earley Sheppard has told its story and

interpreted its spirit, and Bayard Wootten
has taken its photograph. Few have ever |

made a country and a people more under-
standable than they.

Wisely Mrs. Sheppard has undertaken
to present the world of the mountain peo-
ple in the brief space of that Toe River
Valley, the name of which white settlers
distorted in the unimaginativeness of the
pioneer from the singing Indian word of
Estatoe. In what today comprises three
North Carolina counties, she has told the
story of the Englishes, the Baileys, Pen-
lands, Buchanans, McNeals, Gouges, Bur-
lesons, Silvers, and Coxes who came in
their wagons up from the hills to begin a
life and a story they have not yet ended.
The high mountain barriers of the valley
and the unchanging race of the people
gives an integrity to Mrs. Sheppard’s story
of pioneering and hunting and a war that
divided families and tore the region not
merely with formal conflict but with the
raids of guerrillas and the brutalities of
gangs of deserters.

Wife of a mining engineer in the coun-
try, Mrs. Sheppard tells with steady in-

terest the story of the mining that goes °

back beyond the oldest settler to Indians
or Spaniards who left a deep shaft in
which interest was long discouraged by
the mountain practice of using it as a
place in which to push dead mules, horses,
and dogs instead of burying them. And
then more recently the work in mica and
feldspar which not only brought some
riches but also some murder to the moun-
tains. From first to last, however, Mrs.

Sheppard’s story is of people, from °

Frankie Silver, who murdered her hus-

band and hanged for it, through the

mountain riots and killings caused by the
importation of Italians and Negroes in

labor gangs, to the trial of old Jeter Purdy

who killed in a quarrel with Waites Still-

well over his wife in 1902 and was tried :

and acquitted after his sister had given
him up in a moment of anger in 1931.

But by no means are all the stories tales
of violence; more have to do with wed-
dings and quiltings, the day by day tasks
of getting a living out of steep land and
the Sunday sociability about the church.
Better still, many of the stories are told
by the mountain people themselves: By
old Uncle Zach McHone, whose father
was an awful man to drink by spells; by
Doc Hoppas, the story teller and banjo
player; by Uncle Rube Moseley, who saw
service putting down the Ku Klux; and
by Preacher Queen, for whom life comes
to the simplicity of a good God to look out
for him and see that he gets two dollars
every month for his house rent.

Beside Mrs. Sheppard’s interesting story
the Bayard Wootten photographs splen-
didly serve to make reality of this Valley
world. Unlike too many photographs, they
do not serve to pull the reader’s imagina-
tion down to a disappointing veracity
from a stirring text. Where they do be-
tray the tale, if they do betray it, is in the
pictures of the young folk, of the churches
and of the mountain town. They empha-
size the passage of that inaccessibility
which held the mountain people in a pat-
tern while the Piedmont sped in change.
Apalatey was lost and Apalatcy was
found, and in a little while Apalatey will
be gone. But it is excellent to have its por-
trait so splendidly done before it passes.
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has been [onq awaited éy thousands!

NEW MINDS
- FOR OLD

by ESME WINGFIELD-STRATFORD
The Art and Science of Mind Training

In the past we have gone into training for anything ard
everything at which we wished to excel— with the sole
exception of the art of life itself.

The training of the mind as athletes train the body is
the theme of this important book. In it an expert tells
how to build a constructive philosophy which will give
purpose and meaning to life. $3.00

Car-son, The Statesman
by IAN COLVIN

The life story of a great lawyer, orator and fighter. In Carson, The
Advocate, his notable career was brought down to the Home Rule
struggle. This volume takes it through the stirring contest with Asquith
and Redmond, to the outbreak of the world war. $3.00

Minions of the Moon

by EDEN PHILLPOTTS

The line ‘“‘by Phillpotts’’ is sufficient to assure thes thousands who
know his work that here again is enough glamor and adventure to
fill a dozen ordinary novels. It is a romance of England in the tims
of Napoleon, centering upon the thrilling activities of two “'gentlemen
of the road"’ $2.50

Castle in Adalusia

by ELIZABETH SPRIGGE

Color, excitement, depth and romance —- the essential ingredients
of good fiction — are found in proper proportion in this novel of
modern Spain; by the author of The Old Man Dies. The English
bride of Don Ramon finds her honeymoon a strange and thrilling
experience. $2.50

eaJL')zq critics welcome . . .

new novelist! . . . H. E. BATES

author of
“Beautiful, without affectation . .. here’s evidence of a splendidly

developing talent.”"—N. Y. Times.
“Brings into full play his remarkable talent for characterization."
—Sat. Review of Lit.
"By far his best . . . touches new depths of feeling."’
—N. Y. Herald Tribune.

“These pages set one dreaming! The variest flick of circumstance
is invested with importance. —N. Y. Sun. $2.50

eAt all bookstores
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VIDOCQ

He was a thief no jail could
hold; a detective no criminal
could outwit. He inspired Bal-
zac, Hugo, Dickens, Poe, Gabo-
riau, Conan Doyle. For twenty
years he was the most daring
of France’s secret agents. His
memoirs—translated and edit-
ed by E. G. Rich—are filled
with fantastic stories of rogu-
ery, stratagems, adventure.

$3.00

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF MONTAIGNE

Comprising the Life, told by
himself, of the Wisest Man of
his Times; edited and largely
translated by Marvin Lowen-
thal. “For sheer joy of reading,
the old fellow goes best in
his new format.”—A. Edward
Newton. “It makes better read-
ing than all the New Deal
stuff.”—Hendrik Willem Van
Loon. $3.50.

WALLS AGAINST
THE WIND

Frances Park

Into the lives of certain
charming expatriates comes
an American girl and her
friends, breaking down walls,
loosing restless winds across
their sheltered world. Here is
a novel of ardent youth; an
exquisite handling of fiercely
turbulent emotions. $2.00.

|  SHIPMASTERS
OF CAPE COD

Henry C. Kittredge

A brilliant and salty chronicle
of the part Cape men and Cape
ships played in our great days
of sail. From dusty attics and
old sea chests, the author has
unearthed letters, log books,
journals which reveal the Cape
Cod ship masters as they really
were, Illustrated, $3.50.

-of time.

GRANDSONS. By Louis Adamic. Har-

* an indirect fashion, might have made a

AMERICANS
IN ENGLAND

R. B. Mowat

England has received our great
Americans, and what our
Americans thought of England.
Washington Irving, Emerson,
Hawthorne, Bret Harte, Henry
James, Herman Melville, Henry
Adams, and a host of others
live again in Mr. Mowat’s bril-
liant pages. Illustrated, $3.00.

)

The New Books

Biography

THERE IS NO TRUCE: A Life of Thomas |
Mott Osborne. By Rudolph W. Cham- -
berlain. Macmillan. 1935. $3.50. ;

Only a sympathizer thoroughly con-
vinced of the intrinsic greatness of
Thomas Mott Osborne, reformer, would
have written his biography with such
candor as Mr. Rudolph W. Chamberlain
has done, The idiosyncrasies that have
made Osborne a martyr, a genius, an ac-
centric, or a crank—depending upon the
critic—are described so judiciously that
we have, instead, a human being sur-
charged with tradition and rectitude,
talent and showmanship, energy and fer-
vor. Here, then, is the lusty life of a gen-
uinely chaste character. Amenable as
such a person would be to the glib analy-
sis of psychography, the author studiously
avoids this possible interpretation. He
presents much factual material and only
occasionally suggests the relative signifi-
cance of its diverse and seemingly con-
tradictory nature. His book, coming al-
most ten years after the death of its sub-
ject, presents a definitive, though none
the less dramatic, biography.

From reading the “epilogue” which
starts the book with an account of the
apparent futility of his efforts and with an
all-too-human summary of the man, one
might decide that here is a story of self-
indulgent martyrdom in a bizarre person
—brisk reading for the horror-hounds.
Yet upon finishing the book with its “pro-
logue” to the future, having followed
Osborne’s melodramatic route through
youth, business, politics, and prisons, one |
is more than likely to be signing checks
for the Osborne Association commemo-
rating his name and continuing his work.
Ineffectual as he appeared, unerring as he
was in choosing the losing side, and exag-
gerated as were his simplicities, there is
growing evidence that his influence as a
reformer increases as his personality re-
cedes into the comprehending tolerance

RM. |
Fiction i

pers. 1935. $2.50.

Louis Adamic is one of the really im- °
portant American writers. His “Native’s
Return” was the best book of its kind
in a decade, his “Dynamite” has been
properly reissued. But he is not, appar-
ently, a good novelist, and there is no
reason why he should be. There are too
many novelists, and too few Louis Adam-

! ics. “Grandsons” is a study of an Ameri-
can with the “jitters.” It is a sympathetic

and moving analysis of what makes the
sensitive American mind grow wrong. It |
has characters, such as racketeer sub hero, :
that are excellently done. But the book
is essentially an essay on America, and
its method of telling, which is the rather
clumsy device of a series of confessions .
by the American hero to his foreign born
friend, does not make good narrative, in-
deed clogs the story and impedes the '
criticism and makes verbose the descrip-
tion, which, handled in a direct instead of

more important book. The dose of con~ |
temporary Americanism in this novel is
excellent. It is the lubricant of fiction de- !

. signed to make it slip down the easy way
* of narrative to which one objects.

WEEP NOT FOR THE DEAD. By Michel

Matveev. Knopf. 1935. $2.50.

This book is another hybrid, the child
of -a union between direct autobiography
and fiction. The hybrid method appeals to
some authors as an easy way to present

- their actual experiences without exer-

cising the control that is called for outside
the realm of fiction. Yet one wishes that
M. Matveev had made up his mind, in this
case, for one or the other, since he adds
nothing to compensate for the latitude he
has allowed himself.

The narrator is a Ukrainian Jew. His
story opens with a pogrom in his native
district at the time when the Whites and
the Reds were struggling for supremacy
in Southern Russia. It then follows his
escape with his family into Rumania. The
bulk of the book relates the persecutions
which they suffered at the hands of the
suspicious Rumanian police, and every
page is ghastly with accounts of torture
and brutality, of the misery of the hunted
refugees. Yet the effect is less of horror
than of endless monotony. The book has
only one motif: people waiting in filthy
police-prisons, listening to the shrieks and |

groans of the tortured. The author (or the
narrator) seems to be afflicted with a sort
of professional misery that never varies
with his circumstances.

The novel might have had some emo-
tional impact if M. Matveev had chosen to
introduce characters into it. The narrator
and the members of his family are, how-
ever, kept anonymous; they are referred
to merely as “my brother,” "“my wife,”
etc. The effect is somewhat like those dia-
gramatic outline drawings that are oc-
casionally appended to group photographs,
with each figure numbered for identifica-
tion. And no matter how horrible the
background, one can feel little pity where
no individual human beings are con-
cerned. For it is the person who suffers,
much more than the kind of suffering,
that counts in fiction.

L.J H,Jr.

Miscellaneous

OLD DEADWOOD DAYS. By Estelline
Bennett. Scribners. 1935. $2.50.

Philip Ashton Rollins, author of “The
Cowboy,” etc.,, has written a brief note
to introduce this remarkable book of remi-
niscences in a new edition by virtue of a
new publisher, since its earlier embodi-
ment is now unavailable save through
some rare-book store. Miss Bennett knew
the old town of Deadwood in the Black
Hills, in Dakota Territory, in the ’80s; and
a near relative, who reminisced much to
her, had known it in the famous year of
1876. All the characters of the time, in the
forefront of which stands “Calamity Jane,”
come to life in these pages. The book is
richly anecdotal and so clear in descrip-
tion that one gets to know this most typi-
cal of prospecting towns extremely well,
its gamblers, its sky-pilots, its ladies of
light virtue, the stagecoach aristocracy,
and so on. When, in my own youth, I saw
The Deadwood Coach come lurching
round the circus ring, set upon by Indians

in Buffalo Bill’'s Wild West Show, I did
not realize its actuality in the history of
our land. But Estelline Bennett, who was
a little girl in the old Deadwood, tells me
all about the stage-coach days and, in-
deed, of the famous time when the trea-
sure coach was held up by road agents.
As source material this book is the real
thing, and as richly picturesque narra-
tive it is an unusual memoir of frontier
days. And what a portrait gallery of Amer-
ican types that have vanished!
W. R. B.

Latest Books Received

ART
Decorative Art. 1935. Studio. $4.50. Raphael
(The World's Masters). Studio. Auguste Re-
noir (The World’'s Masters). Studio. Making
the Brush Behave. E. O’Hara. Minton. $2.50.

BIOGRAPHY
P Th$ozmas Lodge. E. A. Tenney. Cornell Univ.
r. $2.

EDUCATION
Ten Years of Adult Education. M. A. Cart-
wright. Macmillan. $2. Approaches to Poetry.
W. Blair and W. K. Candler. Appleton. Par-
ents Look at Modern Education. W. E. Bain.
Appleton. $2.50.

FOREIGN
Triste et Tendre. A. Godoy. Grasset.
INTERNATIONAL
Sussman Sees It Through. D. Goldberg.
Bloch. $2.
MISCELLANEOUS

Sex Practice in Marriage. C. B. S. Evans,
M.D. Emerson Books. $1.95. From News Stand
to Grave. J. H. Dillard. Stratford. 50 cents.
Insurance and Annuities. E. C. Harwood and
B. H. Francis. American Institute for FEco-
nomic Research. $2.50. This Bewildered Age.
L. K. Anspacher. Dodd. $1.50. Street of Ad-
venture. E. J. Dies. Stratford. $2.

PHILOSOPHY

Contemporary Concepts of Time and the
Idea of God. E. A. Ramige. Stratford. $1.50.
The Muystical Life. R. Bastide. Scribners.

$2.50
RELIGION
Seven Psalms. A T. Case. Womans Press.
REPRINTS

Shipmasters of Cape Cod. H. C. Kittredge.
Houghton. $3.50. Everyman’s Garden. M.
Schling. Macmillan. $2. Leadies in Revolt. A.
Graham. Coomans Press. The Romance of
Exploration and Emergency First-Aid from
Stanley to Byrd. Burroughs Wellcome. Ten
Days That Shook the World. J. Reed. Modern
Library. 95 cents. Cranford. E. C. Gaskell.
Oxford Univ. Pr. $2.50.

TRAVEL
Scotland on Fifty Dollars. 8. A. Clark. Mc-
Bride. $£1.90. Belgium on Fifty Dollars. S. A.
Clark. McBride. $1.90.

W.W. NORTON & COMPANY, 70 Fifth Avenue, N.Y. 5N

THE

ENJOYMENT
or LITERATURE

By ELIZABETH DREW

DISCOVERING POETRY

This is a book to lead the reader di-
rectly into the heart of the delights of
literature. Here is no academic ap-
praisal, no recital of historical fact, but
a communication of vivid and intimate
adventures in the world of books which
shows how literature can be not only a
refuge from life, but a revelation of life.
The method of the book is an expan-
sion of the idea that every kind of liter-
ature —the novel, Drama, Essay, Biog-
raphy, Poetry, of every age— produces
its own appropriate enjoyment. $2.50

Author of

CHICAGO

MAGNIFICENT
OBSESSION

THE BOOK THAT MADE
LLOYD DOUGLAS

It has frequently been said of this
strange story that the people who read
it are never quite the same again.

At Any Booksellier $2.50
WILLETT, CLARK & CO.

—By Lloyd C. Douglas

NEW YORK




