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In alternate weeks this Department is devoted to Rare Books 
and is conducted by John T. Winterich 

Famous Dates 
CHRONOLOGY OF BOOKS AND 

PRINTING. By David Greenhood and 
Helen Gentry. Revised edition. New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 1936. 
$2. 

THE first edition of this book a p ­
peared in 1933 from the Press of 
Helen Gentry in San Francisco, and 

was welcomed as a useful hand book foi' 
printers and writers. Some errors na tu ­
rally crept in—it was not put forth as 
a complete and scholarly opus, but ra ther 
as a well-printed tentative attempt at 
listing important events in printing. The 
present revision may be taken as a more 
definite and substantial contribution. 

The same arrangement has been kept: 
the dates are in the margins, and the 
events are chronicled in simple, almost 
colloquial, style. Happily enough, the 
chronology begins with the founding of 
the Alexandrian Library in the third 
century, B.C., and comes down to 1935. 
I have detected no major errors or omis­
sions: the most serious item I would take 
exception to being the item about Guten­
berg—that "his three prime printing in­
ventions" were the press, the type-mould, 
and printing-ink. The type-mould he 
probably did invent, bu t the press and 
"viscous ink" were applications of exist­
ing devices and materials. 

A list of Sources Consulted, a Con­
spectus of Type Design (adapted from 
the compilation by Mr. Por ter Garnet t ) , 
and an ample index, furnish this hand 
book with further valuable information. 
It should be on every writer 's desk. 

Mid-Western Printing 
Mr. Carroll D. Coleman, from the 

Prair ie Press at Muscatine, Iowa, has is ­
sued two slim volumes, "The Least of 
These," by Jay G. Sigmund, and "Ele­
phants at War," by Thomas W. Duncan. 
They are excellent, workmanlike books, 
devoid of eccentricities, and selling for 
the very modest price of $2 each. Mr. 
Coleman tells me that they are hand-set , 
and printed on a very small job press— 
which is interesting, because such work 
can and should be done much more that 
way than is the case. What counts in the 
majority of books is not the size of the 
press or of the establishment, bu t an 
earnest desire on the part of the printer 
to use his facilities to advantage. Mr. 
Coleman has done this, and has sensibly 
decided to print mid-Western material. 
Such printing should be encouraged. 

Index to the Colophon 
INDEX. The Colophon 1930-35. New 

York: Pynson Printers. 1936. $2.60. 

An index to the varied collection of es ­
says, bibliographies, and reminiscences 
contained in the twenty parts of the Colo­
phon has been a desideratum. The tables 
of contents of the separate parts were 

difficult to consult, and not arranged 
alphabetically. We now have the neces­
sary index, which must prove invaluable 
to owners of the complete sets, and for 
that mat te r even to those who only pos­
sess a few copies, and to libraries: the 
edition of 1250 should disappear in short 
order. And the price seems extremely 
reasonable. 

There is a delightful and intimate in­
troduction by Mr. Winterich giving an 
account of the trials and t r iumphs of the 
five-year skirmish with Fate; and there 
is a minute record of types, papers, etc. 

appearing in the successive parts, by Mr. 
Beilenson. The arrangement and p r in t ­
ing of the index proper might, I think, 
have been happier. Specifically, I do not 
like the current custom of giving the first 
and last pages of an entry (e.g., "Cen­
tury Guild Hobby Horse, 4. 5. 2-3."), and 
I believe that an index should contain as 
many entries to a page as is possible with 
a readable size type. An index ought to 
be as simple, direct, and compact as pos­
sible. But with these reservations the 
Index will prove invaluable to all the 
many readers who will use the Colophon 
for many years to come. 

Of Books Received 
A "First" of Sinclair Lewis. For an a n ­

nouncement of its seventh series, the 
Limited Editions Club has sent out an 
elaborate set of samples of forthcoming 
books. This prospectus will have some 
permanent value because of a "Note on 

ONLY A FEW COPIES 
of the l imited first edit ion r ema in unsold 

Articles by 23 of America's most prominent authors including 
Sinclair Lewis, Walter Millis, Henry Seidel Canby, Thornton 
Wilder, Stephen Vincent Benet, Archibald MacLeish and William 
Lyon Phelps. 

Read What the Reviewers Say: 
John Chamberlain—A^ew York Times: " . . . it has 'first edi­

tion' value beyond the dreams of any bibliophile's avarice, even 
including Elmer Adler's . . . For a Centennial issue the Lit volume 
is comparatively devoid of the stuffed-shirt inanities that are usually 
associated with such ventures." 

Lewis Gannett—Neiu York Herald Tribune: " . . . the most im­
pressive number of a college magazine yet issued . . . it includes 
striking undergraduate writing, as well as notable pieces by alumni." 

Harry Hansen—World Telegram: "Yale's literary great con­
tribute poems, articles and peeves, of which the peeves are the 
most entertaining." 

Herschel Brickell—Philadelphia Record: "It is a collection item 
of importance in addition to its intrinsic interest." 

Albany Evening News: "One does not have to be a Yale gradu­
ate to read the volume with interest." 

Buy Your Copy While You Can Still Have a First Edition. 

CENTENNIAL NUMBER 
of the 

YALE LITERARY MAGAZINE 
243-A Yale Station, New Haven, Conn. 

Order Direct or Purchase at the Following Stores: 
Albany, N. Y.--\V. M. Whitney & Co. 
Boston, Mass.—Old Corner Book Store 

Bridgeport, Conn.—D. M. Read Co. 
Buffalo. N. Y.—Otto Ulbrich Co. 

Charleston, \V. Va.—Ashton & Major 
Chicago, III—Brentano's 

Cincinnati, Ohio—John G. Kidd & Son 
Cleveland, Ohio—Burrows Brothers Co. 

Dallas, Texas—Methodist Publishing House 
Denver, Coh—-Kendrick-Bellamy Co. 

Des Moines, Iowa—-Younker Brothers 
Detroit, Mich.—Doubleday, Doran 

Hartford, Conn.—Brentano's 
Indianapolis, tnd.-—L. S. Ayres &• Co. 

Milwaukee, Wis.-—Hampel's Book Shop 
Waterbury, Conn, 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Powers Mercantile Co. 
Nashville, Tenn.—R. M. Mills Bookstore 
New Haven, Conn.—Edw. P. Judd Co. 

New Haven. Conn.-—-Yale Cooperative Corp. 
New London, Conn.^—H. J. Sharaf & Co. 

New York, N. Y,—Brentano's 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—Joseph Horne Co. 

Philadelpliia, Pa.—N. Snellenburg & Co. 
Portland, Ore.—J. K. Gill Co. 

Providence, R. I.—Old Corner Book Shop 
Rochester, N. Y,—^Clarence W. Smith 

San Francisco, Cal.-—Paul Elder Co. 
Seattle, Wash.—Harry Hartman 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Dey Brothers Book Shop 
\\'ashinKton, D. C.—Brentano's 

—Davis & Nye 

PRODUCED 2005 BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



26 

B o o k C o l l e c t i n g " b y S i n c l a i r L e w i s w h i c h 
s e r v e s a s a p r e f a c e . 

Facsimile. " T h e G e n e r a l E p i s t l e of t h e 
L a t t e r - D a y S a i n t s , " t h e e a r l i e s t e x a m p l e 
of p r i n t i n g i n t h e p r e s e n t s t a t e of N e ­
b r a s k a (1847) h a s b e e n p r i n t e d i n f a c ­
s i m i l e , w i t h a n i n t r o d u c t i o n b y D o u g l a s 
C . M c M u r t r i e , b y t h e B l a c k C a t P r e s s , 
C h i c a g o . 

Peter Timothy and B. Branklin. P e t e r 
T i m o t h y w a s a p r i n t e r i n C h a r l e s t o n , 
S. C , s o n of B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n ' s p a r t ­
n e r i n t h e C h a r l e s t o n p r i n t i n g - o f f i c e . 
F o u r l e t t e r s f r o m h i m to F r a n k l i n ( w i t h 
w h o m h e c o r r e s p o n d e d ) a r e p r i n t e d , w i t h 
a f o r e w o r d b y D o u g l a s C. M c M u r t r i e , 
b y t h e B l a c k C a t P r e s s , C h i c a g o . T h e 
o r i g i n a l s a r e i n t h e F r a n k l i n p a p e r s 
o w n e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n P h i l o s o p h i c a l 
S o c i e t y a t P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

The New Books 
(Continued jrom page 23) 

c a u s e h e i s a n h o n e s t f e l l o w h i s s t o r y 

r e a d s l e s s v i v i d l y t h a n t h e i r s . 
I t is p r i m a r i l y t h e s t o r y of a t h i r t y - t w o 

foot y a c h t , t h e s a m e fa i th fu l b o a t w i t h 
w h i c h a f e w y e a r s a g o h e c i r c u m n a v i ­
g a t e d t h e g l o b e . T h e h a b i t u a l r e a d e r of 
t r a v e l t a l e s w i l l a t first b e p u z z l e d a n d 
t h e n a n n o y e d t h a t t h r o u g h o u t t h e b o o k 
t h e r e is so l i t t l e m e n t i o n of o t h e r c h a r ­
a c t e r s . T h e n a t i v e s R o b i n s o n e n c o u n t e r s 
a r e i n c i d e n t a l ; h e h a s n o m o r e i n t e r e s t 
in t h e m t h a n t h e i r fee fo r s e r v i c e . E v e n 
h i s w i fe a n d c o u s i n , h i s t r u l y h e r o i c c o m ­
p a n i o n s , a r e l u m p e d u n d e r a n e d i t o r i a l 
" w e . " T h e r e a r e n o f a c e s a n d v e r y f e w 
h u m a n a d v e n t u r e s p o r t r a y e d , b u t h i s 
l o r e of b i r d s b e c o m e s l i v e l y u n d e r a s y m ­
p a t h e t i c t o u c h , w i t h n o t e s o n g u a n o a n d 
h o n e y b e a r s a n d t e r r i f i c i g u a n a s . T h o u g h 
R o b i n s o n is p r o f e s s e d l y n o s c i e n t i s t h e 
d e s c r i b e s t h e in t imia te l i fe of t h e d i a t o m 
i n a w a y t o w r i n g o n e ' s h e a r t . 

T h i s is a b e t t e r b o o k t h a n R o b i n s o n ' s 
p r e v i o u s "10,000 L e a g u e s O v e r t h e S e a , " 
b e c a u s e i t i s l e s s p r e t e n t i o u s . J u d g i n g b y 
t h e t e x t a n d i t s t a l k of sc ient i f ic p h o t o g ­
r a p h y o n e w o u l d h o p e for b e t t e r p l a t e s 
t h a n t h o s e a t t h e b a c k of t h e b o o k , w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n of a s i n g l e s h o t of g i g a n t i c 
i g u a n a s . A n d i t is p o s s i b l y t h e f a u l t of 
t h i s r e a d e r t h a t a f e w d a y s a f t e r finish­
i n g t h e b o o k h e c o u l d r e c a p t u r e o n l y a n 
u r g e to r e a d t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
c h r o n i c l e of W i l l i a m D a m p i e r , a n d t o 
p o s s e s s a s m a l l i n a r t i c u l a t e h o n e y b e a r . 

H . D . 

FpMOND PEYRE' 
^ V ^ ' By CAJioatars 

'Romance and Tragedy that 
remindt one of 'The 

Scarlet Le t t e r ' " 

TTieSatuniqpRmew 

Double-Crostics: No. 102 

A 
S t o r y o f 

Ne i iv O r l e a n s 
A REVELL BOOK—$2.00 ' 

"When aspiring writers ask me for advice, I have 
but one answer—Subscribe to The Writer." 

—Mary Roberts Rinehart 

T H E W R I T E R 
Each Month: Special Features; Instructive 
Articles by Famous Writers; Complete 
Market Lists. Regular Price $3.00 a year, 
25c a copy. 
Special Offer—Send $1.00 for Five Months 
THE WRITER, 8 ARLINGTON ST., BOSTON 
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• • DIRECTIONS 

To solve this puzzle, 
you must guess twen­
ty-eight words, the 
definitions of which 
are given in the col­
umn headed DEFINI­
TIONS. The letters 
in each word to be 

f uessed are numbered, 
'hese numbers appear 

under the dashes in 
the column headed 
WORDS. There is a 
dash jor each letter 
in the required word. 
When you have 
guessed a word, fill it 
in on the dashes; then 
write each letter in 
the correspondingly 
num^bered square on 
the puzzle diagram. 
When the squares are 
all filled in you will 
find (by reading from 
left to right) a quo­
tation from a famous 
author. Reading up 
and down the letters 
mean nothing. The 
black squares indicate 
ends of words; there­
fore words do not 
necessarily end at the 
right side of the dia­
gram. 

When the column 
headed WORDS is 
filled in, the initial 
letters spell the name 
of the author and the 
title of the piece from 
which the quotation 
has been taken. Un­
less otherwise indi­
cated, the author is 
English or American. 

The solution 

of l a s t w e e k ' s 

Double - Crostic 

will be found on 

page 21 of this 

issue. 

DEFINITIONS 
I. A pretender to wisdom. 

II. Attentive, regardful. 

III. Indian city of English mut iny 
(1857). 

IV. Composer of "Mlgnon." 

V. Sea eagle. 

VI. Book by Sir Oliver Lodge. 

VII. Purport . 

VIII. Genuine; sincere. 

IX. Curb. 

X. Chief star in Scorpio. 

XI. American editor, author, teacher 
(1827-1908). 

XH. Doubly sharp (comp.) . 

XIII. To gape. 

XIV. Greek goddess of the Rainbow. 

XV. Ridge of hay for drying. 

XVI. To originate; ascend. 

XVU. Involuntary urge. 

XVIII. Rubbish. 

XIX. Obstruction of blood vessel. 

XX. Musical response. 

XXI. Timorous. 

XXII. To repeat. 

XXIII. Petty rebellion. 

XXIV. Swedish author (1858—). 

XXV. Author of "Dance of Life." 

XXVI. Toward the stern. 

XXVII. Indolent. 

XXVIII. Being. 
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115 88 106 45 
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132 175 21 112 173 

64 20 87 171 148 6 
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WORDS 

i 68 37 

1 7 167 

5 92 17 

i 28 142 

1 130 128 

2 173 

1148 6 

? 57 36 

100 113 76 70 61 54 

55 170 178 81 138 98 8 118 

143 122 129 46 

96 146 119 71 

108 127 84 162 

134 67 59 150 

3 149 172 60 

74 82 159 65 

126 90 35 140 

9 117 29 13 

25 166 83 174 

5i3 144 56 160 

158 49 43 152 

5 47 32 111 

41 4 135 164 

91 110 51 79 

66 39 107 94 

11 131 2 69 34 93 

108 127 84 

134 67 59 

3 149 172 

74 82 159 

126 90 35 

9 117 29 

25 166 83 

5i3 144 56 

158 49 43 

5 47 32 
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140 180 

13 18 

174 141 

160 136 
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