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Hitler Improved 
A JVEW SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY. By 

Werner Sombart. Translated and edited 
by Karl F. Geiser. Princeton: Prince
ton University Press. 1937. $3.50. 

Reviewed by GEORGE C . HOMANS 

WERNER SOMBART is a greatly 
distinguished sociologist, bu t in 
this book he is writ ing less as 

a m a n of science than as a man of feel
ing. Before it was translated, "A New 
Social Philosophy" was called "Deutscher 
Sozialismus"—a much more suitable title. 
Sombart is writ ing for Germans alone. 
His is a description of wha t National 
Socialism ought to be and might be, 
ra ther than what it is, in the view of a 
man who is nevertheless not out of sym
pathy wi th the Nazis. Here appear the 
trai ts which have been characteristic of 
the thinking of the followers of Hitler: 
the same agony at the loss of the ancient 
German social institutions of guild and 
village community, the same contempt 
for the standards of the economic age, 
the same longing for organization and 
discipline, the same insistence that a 
scheme of society shall be devised for 
Germany which is specifically German, 
the same antagonism to Marxism com
bined none the less with the will to call 
ant i -Marxist theories socialism. 

Sombart makes many wise observa
tions. He says of Marx, for instance: "He 

did nothing other than to reconstruct the 
particularities of the economic age into 
the general elements of the history of 
mankind." This is t rue not only of Marx, 
bu t of all the economic interpretations of 
history. In an age like the nineteenth 
century, when for the moment the eco
nomic factors in the development of h u 
man society were making themselves 
conspicuous, the intellectuals natural ly 
emphasized their importance, not only 
for that time but for all time, at the 
expense of other factors. But the thing 
that is interesting about this book is not 
its occasional sense but its pervading 
sentiment. Thanks to l i terature of the 
type of "It Can't Happen Here," we in 
America have been likely to think of 
Hitler 's regime as a tyranny imposed by 
vulgar ruffians on an unsuspecting peo
ple. In point of fact it was embraced by 
mult i tudes of Germans, and embraced 
because it expressed their deepest sen
timents. What some of these sentiments 
were, and the way they were rat ional
ized by an intelligent intellectual, is d is 
played in Werner Sombart 's book. One 
of the most interesting questions of the 
time is this: which of these sentiments 
were engendered by the history of Ger 
many and which by the general devel
opment of industrial society? It is still 
unanswered. 

George C. Homans, fellow in the socio
logical department at Harvard Univer
sity, is co-author of "An Introduction to 
Pareto." 

A moving and brilliant novel of the way 
love affects NORMAL people 

Let Winter Go 
BY ISABEL W I L D E R 

Author of "MOTHER AND FOUR' 

AM A T U R E D ar t i s t wri tes of per

fec t ly normal people and makes t hem 

come spec tacu la r ly alive t h r o u g h the 

sheer power of her pen. Aga ins t the 

b a c k g r o u n d of a N e w E n g l a n d un i 

vers i ty t o w n , Miss Wi lde r tells the 

s tory of a lovely and ta len ted g radua te 

s tuden t w h o fell in love w i t h her 

i n s t r u c t o r and w h a t surpr is ingly 

happened w h e n t he i n s t r u c t o r found 

his friend and pr ize pupi l had in 

t u r n fallen in love w i t h her. $2.00 
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Politics and Indians 
RED CLOUD'S FOLK: A History of the 

Oglala Sioux. By George E. Hyde. 
Norm,an: University of Oklahoma Press. 
1937. $3.50. 

Reviewed by EDITH R . MIRRIELEES 

THE history of the American Indian 
is frequently depressing reading, 
and this irrespective of whether the 

reader 's sympathies are with Indian or 
white. In the case of the Oglala Sioux it 
is the more depressing because sympathy 
can go to neither side. "A plague on both 
your houses" (quotation more familiar 
at the moment than ever Shakespeare 
made it) is the only answer to the series 
of blunders and frauds and bloody 
squabbles marking the prolonged s t rug
gle between Sioux and Government. 

Par t ly for this very reason, though, 
"Red Cloud's Folk" is a book well wor th 
reading. To an unusual degree the n a r 
rative is unprejudiced, unsentimental . 
Stupidity shows as stupidity, t reachery as 
treachery, whether it be the product of 
bumbling white minds or bumbling I n 
dian ones. And stupidity and treachery 
together, as the wri ter 's ironic analysis 
makes amply clear, give their special 
color to ninety-nine per cent of I n 
dian-white relations in the decades of 
Western settlement. 

Mr. Hyde has been engaged for years 
on studies of individual tribes. He has 
evidently long since escaped from the 
dangers of partisanship. His book p r e 
sents no heroes; Red Cloud, who might 
well have been one, drops, as the n a r r a 
tive progresses, to the level of a m i s 
chievous child. Villains, however, are 
another matter . Among those, the reader 
may take his pick. Professor Marsh of 
Yale is the present reviewer's choice. 
Learned in his own field, courageous, 
well meaning, the professor made a brief 
incursion in the '70's into Indian country, 
brought back with him two tons of fossils 
and four tons of misinformation, and 
stood prepared thereafter to instruct 
Congressmen and others on the t reatment 
of the Sioux. 

The professor, whether before 1880 or 
after, is a familiar figure in Indian af
fairs. So too are the Congressional com
mittees which Mr. Hyde shows gambling 
with human welfare, white and Indian 
alike, in behalf of political advantage. So 
are the over-zealous secretaries to whom, 
in the '60's, Congress turned over the 
Indian agencies. In the mat ter of events, 
Mr. Hyde keeps strictly inside his a n 
nounced chronological limits; in matters 
of interpretation, it is ha rd to believe that 
his satirical glance did not stray f re
quently into the twentieth century. 
Whether it did so stray or not, "Red 
Cloud's Folk" provides an excellent 
background for an understanding of 
present -day conditions. 

The earlier part of the volume—that 
dealing wi th Sioux history before d e 
pendable historical record existed—is the 
least readable. Several of the chapters 
heavy with supposition might well be 
omitted. The book nevertheless remains 
a valuable addition to the studies of I n 
dian life for which the Oklahoma U n i 
versity Press has become distinguished. 
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Paintings in Book Form 
TITIAN, PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS. 

350 Reproductions. Vienna: Phaidon 
Press; New York: Oxford University 
Press. 1937. $2.50. 

FIVE HUNDRED SELF PORTRAITS, 
from Antique Times to the present Day, 
in Painting, Drawing and Sculpture. 
Chosen, Edited and Introduced by Lud-
wig Godlscheider. Translated by Bryam 
Shaw. The same. $3. 

Reviewed by FRANK JEWETT MATHER 

HERE is the completest compendium 
of Titian's works that has ever 
been offered to the student. The 

illustrations are clear rotogravures or 
l ine-cuts (for drawings and wood cuts ) , 
and there are seven fair color reproduc
tions. Very useful are the many reproduc
tions of significant details. There is a 
capital critical essay by way of in t roduc
tion by Dr. Hans Tietze; the indexes and 
bibliographical notes are exemplary. F i 
nally, the price is adjusted to the pocket-
book of the scholar. 

The criterion of attr ibution is puristic. 
Most of our American Titians are passed 
over, including all in Philadelphia. The 
Pitti Concert, traditionally ascribed to 
Giorgione, is given to Titian about 1515, 
though the fantastic hat and costume of 
the young singer is hardly to be recon
ciled with so late a date. None of the 
many attributions to Titian about or b e 
fore 1505 are included, though for the sake 
of completeness it would have been de 
sirable to reproduce the best of these dis
puted pictures, if with a warning signal. 
Similarly, the half dozen important pic
tures which may be either Titian's or 
Giorgione's might very usefully have been 
reproduced. Such omissions are due l ike
ly to the late date, "about 1488," which 
Dr. Tietze sets as Titian's bir th year. Now, 
to t reat this date as a fact, without com
ment, is simply very questionable schol
arship. The late dating is merely a h y 
pothesis, and based on insubstantial 
evidence. Any historical t reatment of 
Titian's early career must accept the pos
sibility that he told the t ru th about his 
own age when he set his bir th year about 
1477. If the early date be right, then many 
of the attributions which Dr. Tietze r e 
jects must be at least very seriously con
sidered. 

It is a great convenience to have the 
wood cuts after Titian, and the drawings 
reproduced with the pictures. In his 
ascription of drawings Dr. Tietze is more 
generous than the late Baron Hadeln, we 
think rightly so. Certain engravings after 
lost pictures by Cort and others are 
omitted. They might well be included in 
a second edition. 

This large album in post octavo should 
find a place on the shelves of every s tu
dent of Titian, and it will be a delightful 
possession for any unstudious ar t lover. 

The second of these volumes, a pic ture-
book in largest octavo, is one that the s tu
dent of the history of ar t will find most 
convenient for reference and pleasurable 
for more casual consultation. The spread 
is from the Egyptian tomb-decorator, Ni -

ank-Ptah , about 2650 B.C., to Chirico. 
Naturally, there are intervening gaps of 
centuries, or even of millennia. Self-
portraits of artists are not abundant till 
after 1450. 

Though necessarily incomplete, the 
selection omits few really important items. 
We regret seriously only the omission of 
that picture which shows the three bro th
ers Le Nain in the studio of the youngest, 
Mathieu. An American student will p rob
ably find too many self portraits of Ger 
man artists of no particular importance, 
bu t the book was made for a German 
public. Diirer and Rembrandt were as 
siduous in self-portraiture, and are repre 
sented at many ages. Here one would 
welcome the reproduction of that r e 
markable drawing which shows the 
widower, Rembrandt, feeding his infant 
son from a spoon. Except for the cosmo
politan, Whistler, America is un rep re 
sented, though Copley, West, Stuart, 
Chase, Saint-Gaudens, and Sargent surely 
left self-portraits well worthy of inclusion. 

The introductory essay is gracefully 
turned and well translated. The reproduc
tions are mostly rotogravures of excellent 
clearness, and there are seven color plates. 

Apar t from the portrait interest of the 
book, it has the interest of showing the 
work of many minor artists in their rare 
moments of facing a thoroughly congenial 
subject, and consequently working cou 
amore. It is a book that can unhesi ta t 
ingly be recommended as an uncommon 
money's worth. 

Pekin to Memphis 
GREAT TRADE ROUTE. By Ford 

Madox Ford. New York: Oxford Uni
versity Press. 1937. $3. 

FORD MADOX FORD in an earlier 
book has wished that Newton had 
been killed by his apple, and in 

"Great Trade Route" he runs a warp to 
the woof of that theme decrying progress 
that does not advance the basic happiness 
of man, and civilization that is mechani
cally a cheat, even that of it which lies 
along his great trade route from Pekin 
to Memphis, Tennessee. Following that 
route by real and imaginary vehicles he 
discusses here everything from The Arts 
(which he is unabashed to capitalize) to 
Brussels Sprouts which he detests, con
cluding passionately that man's salvation 
lies in his own garden and homely crafts. 
It is diverting reading, excellent writ ing 
for all its careful artlessness, and a sound 
body of ideals to live by. 

"There never was a more readable volume" 
—DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 

The Sod-House 
Frontier: i854-i89o 

By EVERETT DICK 

"From first-hand sources," continues Mrs. Fisher, ' 'letters, 
diaries, old newspapers, reminiscences, old documents — the 
author has put together a complete account of how the prairie 
farmers managed life: how the heroic women cooked, kept 
house, bore the babies and brought up their children; how the 
houses were built; what the Indians did and were. Everybody 
in the country, West and East, will wish to have this book." 
Illustrated. $5.00 

"Amazingly Interesting—everyone who wants to know the 
behind scenes actWhles in assembling news from all over 
the world should put this first rate book on his 'must' Ust." 

—BOSTON HERALD 

The Press and 
liVorld Affairs 

By ROBERT W. DESMOND 
"A splendid job of reporting," continues the Herald, "Mr. Des
mond's book deals with the actual assembling o£ news and news 
gathering in New York, Washington, Geneva, London, Paris, Rome 
and Berlin. He is particularly enlightening when he deals with 
foreign correspondents and their methods of separating the wheat 
from the chaff." Illustrated. $4.00 

D. APPLETON-CENTURY COMPANY, 35 West 32nd Street, New York 
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